
rould b* abi» tA offer inducements to UM Rapid

•*anßlt Commlsston that would put them in a

a'a«=s with Belmont. Doubtless Mr. Belmont
rillInsist that the city furnish credit for future
übwavjTon the same basis on which the present
sibway was built and relieve th* n*wsubways

"

*twn the payment *>t taxes.
Th* present subway does not pay taxes, it

r«j;built with a leas* of fifty y^ars and a r*-

i«waJ option of nr*>my.flvc mor- and the «ity

urnished the money. The Belmont people pa>

h* tenerest on the money the city advance**
md 1per cent a year as a principal paymenu
it th* end of fifty wars this 1 p*r cent a yeai

rill have paid the Initial cost of building the

uimel. The contingency that threatened tne

.uilder of new subways was that he would naAe

c nay taxes on the tunnel tbe. same as on any

*al estate or *p«ciaJ franchise. Controller
srr.ut said that this ought to be agreed to by

mvhldder and the earnings of the Belmont

unnel seemed to justify this demand. j
With two bidders it would have been. «o«slb1«

n hive exacted this. With Belmont in supreme j
.cntrol Itis doubtful if the city can compel any j

>frider to agree to such favorable terms. A ,
ttrortg syndicate back of the Brooklyn Rapid

Transit Company mieht become a Mdder and
.poll Mr. Belmont^ plan*, but Itdoubtless win

txtra fare.

The view of this city official was concurred In j
ren*ral!y last night by those who have kept a |

tlose watch on the subway development-

The rout*? laid down by the Rapid Transit

rommission last spring, which willbe built on

•oon if the city can get a tenant, are briefly as

*oi!ow«:
East Side Rout*—Flrst-ave. from The Bronx

I
Route-Ninth and Columbus ayes..

Ratterv Park to West 211th-st.
from TheRou?e n" 3. East Mde-TMrf-ave. from The

Bronx to Battery Park.
- .

Route No. 4. S©venth-ave.. from 42d-st. to

Battery Park and north to 149th-st.

These are the main Manhattan routes. Th-

Iftoen others are connecting and Brooklyn and

ruburban routes.
Wnen Mayor McCleilan was told yesterday

iboat til*mers-r of the Metropolitan with the-

Betanat Interests he looked much surprise*.

KUea asked Iftbe city had money with which

to build subways of Its own. if the Belmont

{wople would not build them on terms favor-

ible to the city, he. said:

IHe- dtys debt margin is apparently about
|g£000!0Mi Actually it Is about $00.000.000.

Tb* Maj>or"s answer eeemed to be an admis-

Hon that the city could not build subways and

tperate tlusm Itself without further legislation.

130 and 132 West 4?d BSnet. ana
1» W«t F*rty-arrt St., >"ew York.

&TDO\ALD SURPRISED.

"You may say.
"

Mr. McDonald said, "that I
heard of it this morning for th* first tim*. You
may say for me also that my pick and shovel
willbe. at the service of the city fn th* bu!!din<
of new' subways, if they are needed, BO matter
who may be in control of the subway*--.

"

Beyond that Mr. McDonald could not be in-
duced to make any statement. H>. flatly de-
clined to make any ooouneat on the Belmont-
Ryan deal or to discuss his relations with Mr.
Ryan in plans for new subways.

"Itlooks," said one of Mr. McDonalds friends,
last nigljt,"as IfMr.Ryan had made use of Mr.
McDonald's alliance with the Metropolitan to
g?et a better price for his stock in the deal with
Mr. Belmont With a practical and successful
subway builder like Mr. McDonald Interested
•«-ith him in plans for new subways, Mr. Ryan
held an advantage over Mr.Belmont. Mr.Ryan
may think he has sold Mr. McDonald back to
Mr. Belmont in the deal. If so he has made a
mistake. Other interests may combine with the
subway builder In plans for new subways that
\u25a0would be Independent of the traction trust."

When the Metropolitan Interes s b«gan to

compete, •» ith th Interborough for new sub-

ways Mr. McDonald severed all connection with

the. InteTborongh. and he and Ms friends ac-
quired at block of Metropolitan Securities stock
to enable him to become an officer and director
•ff the Metropolitan Securities Company. It

W3E \u25a0nnodneetl th^n that Mr. McDonald would
V.« at the service of the M<? rr>pvlitan In the
construction of new subways that the "Metro-

politan m'srht h<* abl* to bul!d with the consent

of the Barid. Transit Commission.
Mr McDonald was asked last night how the

Rvan sale to Belmont would affect hts subway

plans, and he replied that he thought he would
play golf for a day and think about It Asked if
th* B*fcnont-Ryan deal had beer, a surprise to
him. h* said it -eras.

Kot Cojuwttsd by Ryan in Traction
Deal -with'Belmont.

'

One question suggested l«t night by the B-l-

ausßl-Ryan traction d-ai was: "What will be-

wme of the plans of John B. McDonald and his

Mands for new subways?"

Mr McDonald was the contractor for th? pres-

ent sntway. He bid for th- contract and made

tn* subway possible, after the Rapid Transit

nommtoslon had been trying vainly for years to

(ret a responsible bid for the undertaking. He

was an officer in the Interborough Rapid Tran-

sit Construction Company, which Mr. Belmont
formed to finance the undertaking, and he had

rewral orerstph: of the, work to the time of its

completion. About the tim* the subway was

ready to be opened for traffic, however, Mr. Mc-
Donald confirmed reports that he and Mr. Bel-

mont h*d disagreed, sayine bluntly: "Wall

Street has no us* for th* contractor after th*
dirt Is off Ills shovel"

CALLS BILMONT DEAL CALAMITY.

"It means," saJ'l he, 'The elimination of sub-
stantial competltii>n. Belmont i<« a man of un-
usual breadth of mind. This will increase the
<i»ciand for tha municipal construction of

TnsWln As Ions: aa there w*r« two respon-
*tbl* bidders in th*. field It would have been
absurd for the city to construct roads and
operate them. With Ryan eliminated. Itmeans
that if the Rapid Transit Commission wants a
*tibwzy built on th«> West Pid*, or anywhere
else, and Belrnont does not think it willpay. he,

will probably, decline to build it. That forces
the city to build it,and It will have to take the
chance of finding some responsible party to
operaJ* it, which means thai the public may
have to pay two fares, for it is not ljkelv that
th* operating company will issue transfers. In
other words. it limits the construction to what
Mr. Belmont is willingto build."

Transfer of Ryan Stock Hay Tend to

Municipal Ownership.
Speaking of th* transfer of th* Ryan stock

to August Beimont. Albert B. Boardman. at his
nome, No. 40 'West 53d -st., said last night that
h* looked upon th« deal as a calamity, but not
as greet a calamity as Ifsome man with less
broad minded principles than August J^eimotit
had E*cured the control.

\u25a0 !

Congressmen Think Him Audacious
in Meddling in Speakership.

[Frr>m The Tribune Bureau 1
Washington. Dec. 22.—The course of State

Senator <}eorge R. Malby, of New- York,iv criti-
cising Governor Higgins for the, interest the
Governor has taken in the selection of James
W. Wadsworth. jr., as Speaker of the New-York
Assembly has caused amazement to members
of Congress In Washington. That a Senator
should himself actively take part in the selection
of the Speaker of a co-crdlnat* branch of the
legislature is regarded her« as extj-aordinary in
itself, but that he should, after having" done so,
criticise th* Governor for showing an Interest in
the sel*ction of the Speaker is declared to be
the height of audacity.
It Is declared to b*> obvious that th* Gover-

n^r'f interest in the snbj*ct wns dictated only
by a d*?ir*that the best man shouid be selected.
and that the Republican party in the State
fhould have sr> opportunity of making a credit-

Iable record. His Interest Is therefore considered

SURPRISED AT MALBY.

Mr.Parsons would not discuss hi? plans of r»ir-

ganization yesterday further than to admit that
the matter of reapportioning the county"s Assembly

districts -was the- most Important task In 6lght.

This uoik is done by the Board of Aldermen, but
the aldermen usually work in conjunction with th*
leaders, and it is assumed that th"y willdo so this
tim»*.
Mr. Parsons has had two or three ••xp^rts analyz-

ing th* population ngnres with a. vi»w to m&kfn*;

n<»w divisional lines for th* AMiiiliMydistricts. It
is expected that the low>;r part of th« city will
lose several districts throuarh consolidation.

This, uecessarilr. will bring about a struggl» b*-
tween leaders of the consolidated districts for the
control of th* new districts. The n«>w conditions
will make lively contest? in both the big parties
next September. Jr. the northern part of the coun-
ty. districts like the 3lst. Mth and 35th will be di-
vided, and this aeain will bring about strong rival-
ries for leadership honor?

Congressman Parsons said that th* rounty com-
mitt'-e'sr debts amount to about $I<\oqo. but he pre-
dicted that th* n*w trea?ur*»r. <;»orgo Blagden.
would be abl<» to raise ainr>le funds for the county

ccmmltte* and its work.
The OdelJ men were ongrv yesterday over the

desertion on Thursday night of Ambros* O. Neal.
<-andi<3a«» for Sheriff last fall, and candidate of th*
Odell mon for Fer-retarv of th^ committee. juFt be-
\u25a0-.,-» the meeting of ih« <?oniniitte»i Neal w»nt into
a combination with the Parsons n:en. and. as a re-
sult of th« rnrapact, It is understood that he is to

be "recognized" by an appointment to an important
office, within the gift of Governor Higgins. Just
what happened to Xeal to make him flop Is some-
tliinijthat in*Od«ll men willnot talk about. Mr.
Neal himself refuses to say wiintit was ItIs ex-
pected that 'he secret will be out when the "recoff-
nition 1 arrives.

Th* Parsons men h«d • good deal to say yester-
day about the advice, given to the new president by
William Halpin, th* retiring pr*»<=id«nt. ]t wu
while the cheers wer» still resounding ov*r the
victory of the parsons men that Mr. Hali>ln, ad-
dressing: his remarks to Mr. Parsons, said:

•J want to say to you. Mr. Parsons, that if you

war.t to succeed, be governed by the opinions* of
tho «-omniitt*em«*n her than by outside influ-
ences.''

Nerc President Outlines His Plans

for Reorganization.
Congressman Parsons, the new president of th*

Republican County Committee, was busy all day
yesterday receiving congratulations and answering
rings on his telephone. Hi* victory over the Odell
men at th« organization of the committee was on*

cf the most memorable struggles in the history of
local politic?.

BUSY DAY FOR PARSONS.

Assemblyman Lou's Bedell, of Orange County,

representing State Chairman Odell's home dis-
trict, was not at the conference yesterday.

Assemblyman Wadsworth said last night that
he was going to "Washington to-day to spend

Christmas with his family

"Are you going to see the President?" he was
asked.
'Ihaven't any appointment with him," said

Mr. Wadsworth.

Iam confident of election by a good majority.
There i3no talk about a compromise. None is
possible. Nine out of thirteen Brooklyn Assem-
blymen will support me. and Ithink that most
of the New-York County members will come
to my support at the caucus which they will
hold to-nlg-ht. Mr. Odell's attack on the Presi-
dent and Governor Hisreins will not help his
sid.e. It wfU b« the other way. Ibelieve that
the Governor is right, in his controversy with
Mr. Odell. and is fully able to tak*» care of him-
self Iam much gratified by the victory of
Herbert E Parsons.

"No action was taken, but all the members
exchanged opinions freely on the situation."

While the conference was in session Assem-
blyman Wadsworth, who was at the Hotel Man-
hattan, said:

Assemblymen's Meeting Takes No
Action Against Governor.

Thirty-seven members of the legislature at-

tended the conference at the Cadillac yesterday,
called by Assemblyman Phillipsto sign a protest
against Governor Hlggins's alleged dictatorial
attitude In selecting- a candidate for Speaker.
and for the further purpose of agreeing on an
opposition candidate. No protest w;as signed

and no candidate was agre*d on.
Thos* at the conference Included Messrs.

Rogers. Carrier, Scoviile, Cowan. Smith, of

Dutchess: Gray, of Dutches?; Cox. Foster,

VTood. O'Neill, Donohue. Surpless. Fish, Steffe.ns.
Stanley. Toung,Rock. Storey. Prentice, Agnew.

TCells. Gates, Hastings. Tal*. Merrltt, Wemple.

Chamberlain. Santee. Lupton. Fowler, Cunning-

ham. WalnwTtght, Apgar and Nevina. Tele-
grams were received from two or three saying
they -were In sympathy with the object of the
meeting-.

Assemblyman WadsTrorth was not at the con-

ference.
The members at the conference, were equally

divided between "Wadsworth ar.d Merrltt. Many

of thos* present are against the. control of State

Chairman Odell. but they were In favor of an
Independent stand against dictation from Gover-
nor Higgins.

"Wadsworth has Jll votes." said Assembly-

man Hooker, manager of Mr. Wadsworth's can-
vass.

Assemblyman Rogers, of Binghamton. was In
a bitter mood, and made no concealment of his
feelings while chatting with his friends.

After a session lasting three hours and C tialf,

Assemblyman Phillips said:

NO PROTEST SIGNED.

lo the suggestion of Mr. VTadsworth for the
Speakership.

"My activity, you understand— not my inter-
est." he quicklyadded.

The Governor said there Be*>med to be an im-
pression In some quarters that an attempt to

I"punish" or discriminate »gainst the older

Imemhers of the Assembly was involved In the
candidacy of Mr. Wadsworth. He did not so
consider it. he said. He believed there would
be fair play for all, and that the whole situa-
tion lay within the control of the Assembly; not
in the hands of th* Governor at al!.

He said he did not consider the conference of
Assemblymen in N?w-York to-day necessarily

in opposition to the candidacy of Mr. Wads-
worth. When he saw the list of men reported

as in attendance upon the conference he said
that some of them had pledged to him their
support of Mr. Wadsworth. Mr. Phillip*, of
AHegany, who. as chairman of the Republican
Assembly caucus committee, had called the con-
ference, had assured him personally of co-oper-
ation, and he did not interpret Mr. Phillips's
{•.rtlon as a violation of that pledge. Assembly-
men Mills, of the Fulton-Hamilton district, and
Miller, of the Oyster Bay district of Nassau
County. In which President Roosevelt has his
legal home, called upon the Governor this morn-
ing, nnd the latter said both had assured htm of
their support.
"Ihave communications to-day from several

other Assemblymen not heretofore heard from."
he added, "and all are favorable. In fact, I

have yet to receive, directly, the first word of
protest from any source."

YOUR AILMENT is NATURE'S
REPROOF.

To overcome that aiitnent
You require Natures Assistance.
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WITHOUT IT.
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WillOnly Tell What Gas Commis-
sion "Should Know."

William N. Dykman, counsel for the Brooklyn

Union Gas Company, threw pome life into the
meeting of the Gas Commission yesterday by
declaring that he intended to make a distinc-
tion between what tho commission should know
and what the clients of Senator Page and a
certain newspaper wanted to know.

"We shall be very giad to render the com-
mission all the information in our power," he
said, "but we do not see why we need answer
the questions of Senator Page's clients or thi?
newspaper."

Chairman Gunnlson declared that no line could
be drawn; that the questions ask^d were those
of the commission

"Well, we are going to fight it out, and in
the most cheerful way." Mr. Dykman retorted.
"We don't see what th° Senator's friends and
the newspaper have got to do with if. We are
Informed that they sent people over the river to
Brooklyn to induce consumers to make com-
plaints.

"

After this protest the meeting was adjourned
until next "VV>dnesda> .

JOSEPH RAMSEY, JR., IN DEMAND.
IBr T'legrraph to Th«- Trlbun* 1

Ptttsbarg. Dec. 22— Joeeph Rams»y. jr., whjle
h.?r* reaterday. received a flattering offer to he-
MSM h"ad Of a new railroad whlrh the. Pennsyl-
vania and Vanderbilt system* plan to huiM into
West Virginia. Mr.Ramsey was her* tr» fltt*n<i the
closing of tiic Little Kanawahe deal. Mr. R3inpey
has not deH<l<?d to accept- proffered place.

Patient in California Hospital Says
He Has the Evidence.

Bakersfleld. Cal., Dec. 22.—Charles E. Ehler.
now In the County Hospital suffering from a

wound said tobe self-inflicted, to-day told Super-

intendent Buckrens of the hospital that he had
information, which, he alleges, would clear
Caleb Powers, formerly Secretary of State of
Kentucky, now under sentence of death for com-

plicity in the murder of Governor Goebel.

A few days ago Powers wrote from Kentucky

to Ehler, saying:

Ipop by a press dispatch that you may b- an
important witness in the Goebel murder. For six
years Ihave lain in prison and three times T
have been sentenced to death for a crime of
which Iam Innocent. Ifyou have any informa-
tion that will Throw light on the death of Gov-
ernor Goebel declare yourself and aid in proving
my innocence.

Ehler said that he could give testimony which
might pave Powers, and h* intimated that If
Powers'? execution were Imminent he would
give such testimony. Eh!»r said that he would
not declare himself fully "because itwould im-
plicate others."

WITNESS DRAWS LINE.

Senator to Represent Republican Organiza-

tion of This County.

The election of Senator Alfred R. Page, vice-

president of the New -York County Republican

Committee, was recognized yesterday to have

a broader significance than had be«n not-ad at the

outset. It was learned authoritatively that Sen-

ator Page is to be the representative at Albany

of the Republican organization of the county

and that, under his direction, the effort is to he

made to have a more effective and aggressive

representation at the State Capitol. In this po-

sitiaa Senator Page will succeed Senator Els-
berg, who. during the regime of Mr. Halpin,

occupied this position at. Albany
A.s a first step to strengthen the New -York

position at Albany, an effort is to be made to

divide th-? Senate Cities Committee by the ap-
pointment of a new committee on charters and
irenera! laws, in general dealing with matters of

vital importance to New- York City as well as
other cities Mr Parsons willask the appoint-

ment of Senator Page to the chairmanship of

this committee in recognition of the New-lork
County organization's share in the recent re-
organization of party control in the State.

\n effort will also be made by the local or-
ganization to have Assemblyman Ezra P. Pren-

tice o( this city. Mr- Parsons'a Assemblyman,

named as chairman of tne Assembly Cities
Committee, thus giving New-York Cuy. what

it do«" not now possess, the chairmanship of an

Important Assembly committee.

TO CLEAR CALEB POWERS.

PAGE TO DO ELSBERG'S WOKK.

Manhattan Assemblymen Confer
But Do Not Decide on Speaker.

After a conference, of two and a half hours at

Reisenweber 1 58th-st. and Bth-av<?.. lost night,nino

of the sixteen Republican Assemblymen of Manhat-

tan failed to indorse any one for the, pp^ak^rr-hip.
It was understood that at another meeting, to be

hel-i to-night, at which a larger attendance is ex-

! pected, James W. Wadsworth, jr.. Governor Hig-

! glns's candidate for Speaker, will be indorsed.
It wa3 not until 10:30 o'clock that the conference

i was call"** to order. The nln* Assemblymen pres-

j ent were: Young. Stanley. Agnew. Prentice,

ISteffans. Wells, Francis. Rock and Krulewitch.
Tlir«9 others. Lontr. Eckman and Farnham. sent

word that they would stand by tb- decision of the

caucus.
•Before the conference It was understood that.

the Assemblymen would declare themselves

against any candidate put forward by ex-Governor
'Odell and indorse one of their own number. As-

semblyman Agnew, as the. successor of the late
a

\v
ah^n they°emerged after midnight, though, from

b-hind the portieros whlcn protected them, tromthe
news hungry horde, they simply smiled in answer
to-CrtTply adjourn-d. that was all." said Mr.

IASASeTo-nis;hfs conference, however, it I? likely

that Vis-mblvman Wadsworth will b- announced
\u25a0Vandi4ir» of the Republican Assemblvrn^n

of Manhattan. These sixteen votes will b* an im-
portant, factor In the Speakership contest in Al-

b^n SSSSffiil effort was made to unite
f

last
night with the Republican members -elect of the
l«rh V from Brooklyn. It Is expected tna..
mort ot them will stand with their colleagues fr«ra
Manhattan.

REACH NO RESULT.

proper, but ftat a member of the State Penat*
actually to work for the selection of a Speaker

for ths General Assembly passes the compre-

hension of politicians here.
"Imagine a member of the Senate coming over

to the House and indicating to us whom we
should elect Speaker, telling us that we dW not

want 'Uncle Joe.' Cannon, but some other man.
or criticising the President and talking wildly

of impeaching him because he expressed his
preference for 'Uncle Joe 1 as against the field."
said a member of the House to-day, and his
auditors, all members of the House, agreed

with him that any member of the Senate who
attempted such a course would be laughed out

of court.
Republicans In Washington are generally dis-

posed to regard the attack of Governor Odoll on
tho President as fortunate rather than other-
wise. The imrx>rtance of political happenings in
the Empire Stata is keenly recognized by Re-
publicans from all over the country, and they all
appear to regard Mr. Odell's attack as his swan
song.

They declare, moreover, that It is far better
for the ex-Governor to have spent his wrath on
the President than to have engaged Ina quarrel

with some other Republican in the State, as
that miKht have toi-n the Republican forces in

two. President Roosevelt, they point out. re-
ceived the highest honors New-York could con-
fer before lie received the extraordinary testi-
monial rendered by the entire nation at the polls

in November last year, so that he cannot be ac-
cused of acting from any personal ambition;

and ifhe has lent his influence lo the reorgan-

ization of his party in his own State, it must be
only because he appreciated the need of such
reorganization and had tho interests of the
party and of the Stata at heart. Mr. OdelVs at-

tack" therefore, cannot, it is held, do otherwise

than solidify th» party and pave the way for a
Republican victory next fall—an outcome for

which every Republican member of the national
House devoutly hopes-

Victoria. B. C. Dtc C2.-Far Ka?tPr» ports are
<l»clarlr>K a quarantine against Knt-p on account of
tlit increasing prevalence of bubonic plague ther*.
General Danlloff. *up*rint«»ndtng tbo embarkation
of Russian prisoners in Japan, asks that no more
be embarked at Kobe because of th» piagM*.

MONUMENT FOR MORMON FOUNDER.
Fouth Royalton. Vt . Dec 12. -A partr s* fifty

Mormon? arrived h«Te to-day from \. tali. Ohio ant!
New- York, to h* pr«M»»nt to-morrow at th* dedica-
tion of a monument erected in the memory of
Prophet Joseph Smith, founder of the Mormon Te-
llgion.on the site of a farmhouse InSharon whereaa was born on* hundred years ago.

Thousands of Persons Reported on Verge

of Starvation
—

Flague at Kobe.
Tolrio, Dec. 22.

—
Anwrewltnew of th* «x»ent

of the farcin* in the northeas* provinces who has
just returned resorts the condition cf the peopl*

to be really d*nlorab|e. The advent of winter
has found thousand*, on th* v^rge of starvation,
and speedy relief alone will save them. Meas-
ures of relief will lv* vigorously taken up hern
and assistance from sympathizers abroad will b*
welcome.

Washington, Dec. 22.— Important details of the
treaty between China and Japan signed at Pe-
king to-day have reached the State Department

by cable. China consents to lease to Japan the
Llao-Tung Peuinsula, at the Southern extremity

of which are Port Artfrur and Palny. Thl? ter-
ritory formerly was held by Russia under lease
from China. China concedes to Japan the con-
trol of the railway on the peninsula northward
as far as Chang-Chun. This is the point of
junction of the line to Klrin with the Russian
Siberian Railway, and Drobably will mark the.
division between Russian and Japanese control.

China also concedes to Japan the right to
build a railway from Antung. on the Talu River,
to Moukden, probably along th»» lin* of the old
military or caravan road. I*i? provided, how-
ever, that at the end of a certain perlo-i the road
may be purchased by China.

Most Important of all th*» provisions of th«
treaty is an article whereby China agrees to

open to fh«» world's oonim°re«> sixteen principal
ports and cities In Manchuria, including Har-
bin, the modern Russian capital of the province
and its most important railroad centre. This
marks in the opinion of the State Department

officials the final success of the long struggle by

the United States for the open door.

FAMINE IN NORTHEAST JAPAN.

Chino-Japanese Treaty Guarantees
Sixteen Ports.

Peking, Dec 22.
—

The Chino-Japaue3e treaty

was signed to-day by Baron Komura and M

Uchida in behalf of Japan and Prince Chins
and Viceroy Tuan-Shi-Kai in behalf of China.
The Chinese commissioners say the treaty re-
lates solely to Manchurlan affairs and that the
reports of a Chino-Japanese alliance are false.

MANCHURIANDOOR OPEN.

The strike now covers the whole of Russia.
the "Novoe Vremya" admits that with un-
precedented rapidity all communication with
provinces and abroad has been stopped. It is
expected hourly that the Ministry will be ren-
dered entirely helpless.

Paris Hears That Communication on All
Lines Has Been Stopped.

Paris. Dec 22—A dispatch from ?t. Peters-
burg to the "Temps" says:

RAPID SPREAD OF STRIKE

Slowly but surely the danger of a great plague
epidemic advances. Nothing more can be done
to suppress if. and already the infection covers
an. area of ISO by 300 miles. Owing to the lack
of doctors Itis impossible to Isolate the sick.

Epidemic Said to Threaten the Rus-
sian Nation.

Berlin, Dec. 22.—The St. Petersburg corre-
spondent of the "Tageblatf telegraphs as fol-
lowsyunder to-day's date:

PLAGUE A NEW PERIL.

Libau, Dec. 22.
—

Order has been restored In
Libau, and most of the reserves called out when

the outbreak occurred here have been replaced
by other men of the reserves. Warships are ex-

pected here daily.

Goldlngen. Courland. Dec. 21.
—

A committee of
the people has compelled the district Governor,

Baron Ropp. to send the troops away from here.

The town is now under the control of the revolu-
tionists.

Riga, Dec. 21—Officials', owners of estates,

priests, doctors and others of the better class

are arriving here under the escort of the garri-

sons of their respective localities, leaving all the
government andprivate properties in the hands
«f the revolutionists.

Rebels Control Many Cities in the
Baltic Provinces.

Reval. Dec. 22.
—

The insurrection in th© Baltic
Provinces has now extended to Eathonia where.
In accordance with resolutions passed at a con-
vention held at Dorpat In Livonia, the popula-
tion of this province is driving out the Russian
official? and electing- new local administrators.

The Insurgents last night attacked a train
bearing a detachment of rural guards near Taps

In this province, but they were driven off and
the train reached Reval in safety.

Immediately after this occurrence the railroad
employes and other workmen here voted to join
the Pao-Russlan strike. To-day everything is
closed.

ESTHONIA IN REVOLT.

Boronezh. Dec. 22.—Th<* employs of th*

Southwestern Railway struck at 10 o>lork this
morning In obedience to the directions of their
union. The crews of passenger trains hauled
the travellers to large towns before abandoning

them.

Kleff. De<\ 22.—M. Shnpensky. assistant chief
of the Southwestern Railroad system and vice-
president of the Railroad Congress, was ar-
rested to-day.

Yaroslav. Dec. 22.—Traffic on the railroad here
is interrupted by the strike.

All Business at Minsk Ceases
—

A
Leader Arrested.

Minsk. Dec. 22.—The general strike has begun

here. All the stores are closed.

Kostroma. Dec. 22.
—

The railroad employes

here struck, to-day. All traffic, has ceased.

RAILWAY LINES CLOSED.

Turkish consul at Batoum reports that the. Ar-
menians are massacring Tartars at the rate of
five hundred daily.

TO CURS A COU> I>" O.VE DAT
Take LAXATIVBBROMO Quinine Tablets. PlUS***
rehnd mowy It It fails to cur», £. W, ZV.O.yf%fA
p4tiir< U oa ta-Qh. iv*. jja. Jbej*-^*"^^

TRUST COMPANY DIVIDEND.
Th« Washington Tru»t Company of the City «JNew-Tor*, has de<-iar»«i * quarterly dlviden-i o-J

per crnt on Its capital utock, payable on and arw
January 2. 1W Transfer books cl->s«« on D«cemD«
21. and reopen January 9. 1905.

Rninor That Beron Mayor dcs Planches Will

Be Foreign Minister.
Ron*. Dec. 22.—King Viet— Emmanuel to-

day Intrusted to th» retiring Premier, Ales***
<lro Fortio. th<* formation of a iww Cabln-t. TBI
"Messagero- and the "Gioraalsj Di Italia" men*
tlon Baron Mayor dcs Plartchw. Ambassador si

Washington, as the probable Foreign MinlstetJ
The baron is now at Moncallerl. near Turin
where he will spend the Christmas hol!a*ys ww
hls family.

STGNOR FORTIS TO FORM CA3TSET-

Rand Owners Advised to Pay No Heed id
Liberal Decision.

London. De<-. 23—Th* Hnnounc»ment made *7
the Premier. Sir Henry Campbell-Baraisrman. la

his ipeech at Albert Hall Thursday night, hai

aroused a storm of indignation among th* ton«

\u25a0ervstlves. as the result of which the question 01

Home Rule for Ireland appears likely to b* well'

nich forgotten. Whatever may nave been tai

Intention of the Premier, his action is looked upon

in some quarters as an adroit counter move to Mr.

Balfour's plan of forcing discussion of Homo R*«

to the front in th* forthcoming campaign- ItP">*

Sects a new and totally unexpected th-ma of con.

tention into the forefront. Ithad been auppesM

that the new government would do nothing of, tto«
kind without first appointing a commission v

con«id*r th* question.
The leading officials ot the Hand, ao » »erw»<

rule, reserve their opinions on tha matt«r, but theJ
admit that tha action of the government can ha«

little effect for at least a year.
"

th!
Chines* eooliea ar« already there, *£»;•„•£
original Idea nas to experiment with nfty tno»£
sand. The elections for the r.ew government «
the Transvaal will t*k- place In February.

-The Daily Telegraph.'^ an organ o« ™?5j
Balfour ministry, in an editorial In th! vr^rv.ng
i»aue, contends that there Is absolutely no Wt*
means at the disposal of the Campbell-BannenßU
government by which tt can stop the expor^tV-
of coolies from China or their admission to aouta
Africa without exposing that country to acOW
for damasres, which, it says, may easily run. igc«
th« million*. It advises the mln« rn r9,.ot x£j
Rand to continue the importation of coolies
to leave the Colonial office to "do 1,t8\u0084^:0 1«'»1«'»

The Johannesburg correspondent of ThVXWsa^says that the general attitude in the. region «g
fected is a calmly expectant one. Ha »dd

1
tns.

contracts have already been signed and "^"S?*"
by the Tranevaal government for 11.900 po ,°°S*S
and that this number will enaWe th» mines to carrj

on their operations comfortably.

FRVATTV7S INDIGNANT.

In mining circles it 13 pointed out that ex-
pensive preparations had been made for the
coolies, and that the prevention of their Impor-

tation would entail much hardship on th* mine-
owner.'. The latter are determined to make a

strong campaign, with ths poasibi* result of
serious difficulties. The cry nas already been
raised that the Imperial government Is interfer-
ing unwarrantably with the rights of the Trana-
vaal. and many persons h*r*look for an. out-
burst of disloyalty.

COMMENTS ON PREMISE'S SPEECH.

Reference to Coolie Labor Causes Fall ia
Kaffirs—The Irish Question.

London, Dec 22 —The announcement of tha
Premier. Str Henry Campbell-Bannerman last
nightthat the government had givenInstructions
to stop shipments of Chinese coolies to South
Africa caused the Kaffir market to open weak
to-day. Leading shares fell three-sixteenths to
three-eighths. The Conservative papers refer to

the step as "th* most serious taken by a re-

sponsible government since the attempt to Im-

pose the stamp duty on the American colonies."
The possibility of Lord Selnorne. the High Com-
missioner in South Africa, resigning is discussed.

The Premiers* reference to Indian affairs, la

which he said. "We shall make ourselves a par-

ty to no step involving an invasion at th* sa-

cred principle of th? subordination of the rail-

itarv to civilauthority.' is taken by many mil-
itary men to imply either the recall or the res-
ignation of General Lord Kltch^er. the com-
mander in chief, who successful^ appealed .o

the late government in his dispute? with taa

former Viceroy, Lord Curzon of Kedleston.
While the Premier had little to say on tM

Irish question th« Conservatives will take ms

announcement that "those domestic affa.rs
which concern the Irish people, alone and not vi

should be in their hands* as a reiteration oftijt
Policy of Home Rule, and this will be the battl«
cry of the Unionists in the impending cam-
paign. . j

Strong Opposition to Plan to Cut
Off Coolie Labor.

Johannesburg. Dec. 22.
—

Mining officials her*
deplore the action of the home government re-
garding the importation of Chinese coolies as
announced by the Premier, Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman, In Liondon on Thursday night.
Pending more, complete details, however, re-
sponslbl? person?, outside of those more directly
interested, are withholding an expression of
opinion as to the outcome.

ANGER IS TRANSVAAL.

Armenians KillingTartars at Rate of 509

a Day, Consul Says.
London. Dec 22—A dispatch to "The Evening

Standard' from Constantinople says thas tho

MORE MASSACRES IN CAUCASUS.

The failure of the Important banking hou?» of
Maurice Nelken was announced to-day. Th»
difficulties of the concern are attributed to the
political situation.

Martial Law Proclaimed in All
Districts

—
A Failure.

Warsaw. Dec. 22.— A proclamation was gazet-

ted her" this morning:, establishing martial law
in al! the ten governments of Russian Poland
and appointing ten temporary military governor
generals-

Itwas decid-d to extend the privilege of the,

ballot to the small rentpayers in the cities, aa
well as small landowners in th*. country, the

workmen and the educated class-?. The Douma

will be convoked in March.
As far as St. Petersburg is concerned, the

battle seems certain to be going atralnst the
strikers. Unless better results are. obtained
elsewhere or th«s flsrht enters on a distinctly

new phase, the leaders will be compelled to beat
a general retreat in order to save th*trprestige.
Ten thousand men In the Semlnovsky Mills re-
turned to vrork, and 12.000 employes of tho

Putiloff Iron Works, it is said, will go back
Monday.

TROOPS RULE INPOLAND.

Emperor and Cabinet Deny Suf-
frage to People.

Pt. Petersburg. Dec 22.—At a session of the
Cabinet presided over by Emperor Nicholas it

was decided that universal suffrage should not

be granted.

FREE BALLOT REFUSED.

The police have been baffled in their efforts to

find thAprinters and distributers of these bills.

There will be a little puff of smoke. Pay no
heed to it. as the result will be the best thing
possible 'or everybody.

To shake the workmen's faith in their leaders
the government has distributed thousands of
copies of a circular signed by "The Union of

Russian Workmen," setting forth the arrest of
the rommitteemen of the Moscow telegraphers

while carousing at a restaurant as an example

of how the workmen's money is spent.
T)he city pharmacies generally remain open,

the drug clerks, who have Just emerged from

a protracted struggle, disregarding the sum-
mons of their union to strike. The stores are

open as usual, and tho street cars are running.

The boldest of all the bold pronunciamentos

of the revolutionists is a handbill with which
Tsarkoe-Selo was flooded to-day. Professing to

allude to a terrorist plot against She Emperor,

th-! handbill says:

the government has been dispatching trains

under military guards over all the lines, al-

though regular schedules have not been main-

tained. Soldiers with aa«s on their bayonets

have been doing duty a* switchmen.

The strikers are enraged over their failure to

suspend traffic. They stopped a train from Ber-

lin last night outside of St. Petersburg and

ordered the engineer out. but the soldier guard

drove off the striken.

The- engineer of a Kursk train was shot dead

in the cab while entering St. Petersburg.

M N*rnechai*fT. Minister of Communication?,

has issued an order that all employes failing to

report for duty to-day will be dismissed. Agi-

tators will be prosecuted to the full extent of

the law. Throughout the city notices signed hy

th« Prefect of Police hay* been posted, announc-
ing that in accordance with the strike law. agi-

tators who incite th* people to strike by using

threats will b* arrested, and are subject to a

fine of $250 and imprisonment for three months.

The landlords throughout the country were

empowered by an imperial ukase made public

to-day to organize guards for the protection of

their property.

The Circum-Baikal Railroad has been de-
stroyed for a. considerable distance by falling

ro-ks It is suspected that this destruction is

the work of the rebels who are Interested in

stopping the return of troops from the Far Ea3t

at this time.
Itis reported here that the disorders at Pskoff.

162 miles southwest of St. Petersburg, have as-

sumed great proportions, and at Vllorsk. on the

Warsaw line, a squadron of dragoons has been
besieged for three days.

The news from the Baltic provinces continues
bad. Fredericksstad has been taken by the tn-
sureents and Kreutzburg is surrounded and
standing a siege.

-The Novoe Vremya" to-day printed a rather
provocative article against the Jews, pointing

out that for the first time yesterday a revolu-
tionary manifesto was signed by a Jewish or-

ganization. The paper says that, although the

socialist and revolutionary organizations have

always contained many Jews, they hay* never

before dared to put their names to a document.
"The Novce Vremya 1 also says that the rich

Jews are taking advantage of the situation

which they have, helped to create and are buyin*

up abandoned estates.

The authorities last night succeeded in get-

ting a sufficient number of sailors from Cron-

stadt to operate all except one of tho electric
lighting plants. The inhabitants of the places

where the electric lights were out were com-
pelled to fall back on candles and kerosene, and

the searchlight mounted on the spire of the Ad-
miralty Building again illuminated the Nevaky

Prospect, as it did during the October strike.
Cavalry and infantry patrols guarded every

block, and machine guns ware stationed at sev-

eral points.

A store of arms and bombs was seized on the

SchUsselburg-ave. yesterday, and a crowd of a

thousand strikers of the Nevsky works was

charged and dispersed by Cossacks, who used
the flats of their swords and whips.

A correspondent who visited the various quar-

ters yesterday saw dozens of workmen between

soldiers with fixed bayonets being marched off
to prison. In tho industrial districts many of

the strikers seemed to have only th« vaguest

ideas of what they were striking for. replying

"Because we are. ordered to do so" to questions

on the subject.
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SMee*ts»rt to

Randelj Baremore &Billings
. Eitab Itshed 184.0

Holiday Gifts
in Diamond and Gold Jewelry

Finely Adjusted Watches
Billings Court, Fifth Avenue at Thirty-fourth Street

OPEN Ev E r2f s

Chester Billings &Son

THE STB IKE SPREADS
Continued frmn flr»t page.

...The...

Metrostyle Pianola

The Pianola Piano
A gift to every member «t
the home of aa inexhaustible
fjr.d of home ocjoymeafc

Pcrchasib'e on Easy Month}?

Payments.

The Aeolian Co.,
Aeoliaa Hall, 362 Fifth Aye,

Near Thirty- feurth St,
New Ycik.

MBS. WINSLOW'S SO(?TinNG STBtJP.
baa b««n U*e4 for over SIXTY VE.->K3 by MILLIONS
of MOTHERS far th«lr CHILDREN WHILE TKETH
INO. WITH PEKFECT SUCCESS. IT SOOTHES th.
CHILD. SOFTENS the GCMS. ALLAT3 all PAIK-
CURE3 WIND COLIC. *n<l Ijthe best remedy fof
DIARRHCEA. bold by drugg-llts la every part of tbaT7ox)d. B« cure ar.d as'.t (or

uruL wissr.cws soothino sybcf.
•VND TAKE. NO OTHER KIND.

Xwentr-FWe Cests a Bottle.

SDNDAY SERVICES AT VAKIOtS CHCKCHES.
The Trlbone pobUshe* each Saturday auoaaee-

mentn of the Tarioos chnrcbrs. wltn name of preacher
and topic of K-rmon. Con-ait these advertl-emmtito-day uniler beading of "Kelielous Notlres."

Refrigerators
The Fddv OnT staafl »rd«*•
Ine CUUJf Quarter of a Century

-VXD

The "Premier," 2£
Th* perfection of C!«an:!n»?« an-i Economy.

]|WIS SINGER,


