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FGREIGN.—Rebels and troops at Moscow at
midnight of December 24-25 were exhausted,
&nd firing had practically ceased; the lull was
apparently temporary, the dispatches contain-
ing no intimation that the struggie had ceased;
the insurgent leaders say that an army of 30.000
men is northeast of Moscow ready to march to
2id the rebels; the revolutionists hope to pen the
troops in the centre of the city. —— A dispatch
from Warsaw said that the strike of the post
and telegraph emploves had ended in a victory
for the government and that there were signs of
& rerumpticn of work by the rafiway men;
severe measures have heen taken to enforce
order.
provinces have struck; Riga is reported under
the contrel of troops and the bombardment is
denied, provisional governments have been es-
tablished in several towns. President
Morales has left Santo Domingo for an unknown
destination. and considerable excitement is
shown in the capital over his departure. -
Precautions were taken in Shanghai to suppress
& rising of ratives against foreigners: it was re-
ported that the attack had been set for last
night. Raymond Préfontaine, the Cana-
dian Minister of Marine and Fisheries, died sud-
denly in France.
mnl-‘{STh‘.——-l‘hrinman war generally ob-
served in Washington, although mostly in a
q:ne( manner; the President and his famil'v spent
the greater part of the day at the White House
having & family dinner at night. ——— The a-n—‘
nnunmme_nt of the summary removal of Irvin
Baxter, United States District Attorney for Ne-
braska, was made at the White House, ——
Secretary Taft granted the application of Gen-
eral Miles for relief from further duty with the

MORNING.

)

organized militla of Massachusetts, — — BEx-
Lk"ulenam Gm:ernnr Woodruff, at Syvracuse,
gave an interview in which he reviewed the

trouble with Michael J. Dady: he sald it was a
case of deciding between D:;d\' and party !;10-
cess, and denied making threats. —— It be-
came known that C. M. Crouse. of S
had received threatening letters, —

e ‘ A child |
dlefl while viewing her presents in Elmira, :' ‘9 {
CITY—A fire in a bhusiness buildin near

Roosevelt Hospital, which «

v S E ‘aused g $60( 38,
:a:h grotl u.ndpr control with diﬁi.ﬂu](; beraust“ot
i g water supply. ——— It was stated that
e ew traction deal would have to be sub-
st, t;g for confirmation to the directors and
“?c“ ol;dprs of the companies concerned. ———
= 3 mkf.“' brother-in-law of J. E. Martin,
i w‘as_ ):.,lf-d in an automobile accident on

ay. issued a statement favoring the ex-
llminlnz and licensing of chauffeurs. Fire,
:ﬂdpdt b_\: inadequate water pressure, swept the

x story building at Nos. 102 and 106 Wooster-st.
e AMembers of the Building Trades' Employ-
o ssociation sald that the labor outlook for
~m coming vear was bright. ——— Six thousand
(‘hn‘ were provided for in the distribution of

ristmas cheer in the Bowery. ——— Christmas
Was marred for many by traéedlm.
FT_H‘E WEATHER —Indications for

air. The temperature yesterday:
degrees; lowest, 26. :

to-day:
Highest, 34

NAVAL PERSONXNEL.

It‘ Is expected that soon after the holidavs
active discussion of various important quﬂstin.ns
relating to naval personnel will begin in Con-
gress.  Some of these questions concern pro-
motion. It has been inaccurately said that the
main object is to hasten the advancement of
younger officers, which is likely to create a mis-
apprehension. The real design of those who
have for years been studying the subject is so
to direct promotions in the navy that officers
will reach command and flag rank at an earlier
age in order that they may have longer periods
in those grades and consequently acquire more
experience. As matters now stand an officer
may pass through the grades of captain and
fiag lofficer without having sufficient time to
complete a single cruise in each of those grades.

Within two or three years, under existing
laws, many flag officers will be retired after six
montbs’ service: whereas, for the proper per-
formance of their dutles, they should have at
least two cruises at sea in command of divis-
fons, squadrons or fleets. The system should
be such that the department would not, as now,
be forced to assign officers to command battle-
ships, or even fleets, because they are the only

men_to whom that duty for a complete tour at
sea can be given. There ought to be a group of

officers who bave commanded as flag officers,
frop whom, for example, to select a command-
~ er in chief for the Atlanfic fieet. In a less de-
gree. the same condition exists among com-
manding officers, and the department is pre-

the rank and enough time in it to per-
‘While an officer's incentive to
_do good work and to devote himself to his pro-
fession is greatly increased, no doubt, by the

pld promotion, the

of Syracuse. |

gained is not the advantage

efficiency among officers having command and
flag rank. resulting in part from an added
stimulus in the lower grades and still more
from increased experience in the upper grades.
! That provision by which officers in the grades
' of captain and commander would be screened
out is believed to be necessary, since an attempt
to do this screening out in the lower grades.
after the manner of the English service, would
too long delay the accomplishment of the object
aimed at. 1
One of the important parts of the proposed
amendment to the Personnel bill provides that
for some time to come midshipmen shail be
graduated from the Naval Academy in three
Vears, serve one year afloat as midshipmen on
either battleships or armored cruisers and an-
| other year as ensigns. after which they shall be
| commissioned as junior lieutenants. This pro-
vision is designed to mitigate the evils resulting
from present conditions at Annapolis, due to the
deficiency in the number of officers in the ser-
vice. It is urged that this deficiency prevents
the assignment to the Naval Academy of an ade-
quate corps of commissioned officers to main-
taln the necessary spirit, discipline and train-
. ing of the midshipmen. Under such circum-
| stances it Is believed that a full term of four
| years produces a less valuable naval officer thait
the department would obtain by restricting the
| course to three years and supplementing it by
a year afloat in the atmosphere of a first-class
| ship. Incidentally. this temporary arrangement
| while it lasted, would increase the number of
! midshipmen by one-third. which is regarded as
! a present necessity.

RECIPROCITY WITH GERMANY.

In seeking to arrange a tariff modus vivendi
| with Germany Secretary Root shows diplo-
" matic foresight and sound practical judgment.

His policy follows what is for the present the
line of least resistance. It aims at inore than
temporary results, however, and leaves the way
open for a future wrettlement based on fuller
and more definite knowledge. The new Ger-
man tariff law is to go into effect on March 1
| next. By its terms the seven Continental coun-
| tries which have concluded reciprocity agree-
! ments with Germany—Russia, Austria-Hun-
| garv. Rumania, Servia, Italy. Switzerland and
Belgium—are to enjoy the advantage of mini-
mum rates, while a maximum schedule is to be
enforced against the rest of the world. The
Berlin government is bound in justice to the
seven signatory powers to demounce the most
favored nation clanses in its compacts with
other countries: and as we claim the privilege
of makjng tariffs to suit our own interest and
| convenience we cannot complain if Germany
i chooses to exclude us from the privileged inner
| eircle.

France, Great Britain, the Scandinavian na-

tions, Spain and Portugal—all nearer neighbors
| than the United States—are to be so excluded.
| Yet in our case there are considerations which
{ militate against this policy. The Berlin gov-
| ernment would gladly put us on the preferen-
| tial list if some plausible basis could be found
| for an Interchange of commercial favors. We
have at present a limited reciprocity agree-
ment, founded on Section 3 of the Dingley act.
Germany wishes to denounce this convention
| and to substitute for it a broader treaty. But
Congress is strongly disinclined to sanction gen-
eral commercial treaties, which bind us to mod-
ify our tariff rates to the benefit of one foreign
seller and the detriment of another. Our trade
{s doubtless more essential to Germany than

Germany's trade is to us:; and the authorities |

in Berlin are plainly anxious to aveid a tariff
conflict with the United States which would
cripple German manufacturing and maritime
interests.

Obviously, therefore, the wise thing for both
countries to do is to seek some arrangement

The railroad men of the Baltic | which will tend to perpetuate the mutually

pleasant and profitable trade relations now ex-
isting. But time ir needed to ascertain just
what Germany can and will accept as an equiv-
alent for the waiver of her maximum tariff,
and what the United States can grant without
too seriously infringing on the general policy of
non-discrimination in foreign trade. A modus
vivendi which will extend the life of the present
reciprocity scheme and give us temporarily the
benefits of the German minimum schedule will
greatly relieve the situation. inasmuch as it
will postpone a settlement for which sentiment
in neither country seems quite ripe. With pa-
tience, care and the display of a conciliatory
spirit on both sides a break in commercial re-
lations can be avoided: and to that end Mr.
Root’s status quo policy is admirably adapted.
There is reason to believe that under his dex-
terons and resourceful management an agree-
ment will ultimately be reached allaying all
| frictions and vielding undeniable advantages to
| both countries.

THE ORIGIN OF GOLD AND RILVER.
About two years ago Mr. Frederick Soddy.
| an English physicist, observed that a gas which
| proved to be helium was given off from radium
under ecircumstances suggesting that It was
generated by the disintegration of the latter ele-
ment. Subsequeptly Sir William Ramsay made
tests which led him to the same conclusion.
Since that time a number of lines of experiment
bearing on the possibility of transmutation
have been opened. One of these was designed
to find out whether radium was derived from
uranium. A second is described by Mr. Soddy
{in the latest jssue of “Nature” to reach this
country, and grew out of his suspicion that gold
also might be both a product of a different ele-
ment and the parent of others.

The first step in such an inquiry. of course,
would be to accumulate a suitable amount of
'gold and conflne it so that if gas were evolved
the quantity and character could be deter-
;mlned. So rapid is the transformation which
| radium undergoes that results can be had in a
ifew days. Tnasmuch as gold is apparently not
| a radio-active metal. it would be safe to assume
| that if it disintegrates at all the process must

be extremely slow. Obviously, then, the more
raw material Mr. Soddy is able to procure to
begin with the sooner he may hope for appre-
ciable results: and he alludes enviously to the
stores of it in the vaults of the Bank of Eng-
land.

Mr. Soddy does not indicate just how he
would go to work to ascertain the origin of
gold. Perhaps he has not vet formed a plan of
campaign. Here, again, he would require a
supply of what he believes to be the proper raw
material, and then would need to provide the
right conditions for the change. He gives to the
readers of “Nature” no hint of the element
from which he fancies that gold has been de-
rived. His silence may be due to an unwilling-
ness to furnish a clew to other investigators;
but it is more probable that he has not found
a clew himseif. The possible parentage of ra-
dium is suggested by the fact that that element
has hitherto been discovered only in associa-
tions with uranium. Gold. on the other hand.
has a variety of affiliations. The study &f its
genealogy, therefore, is heset with peculiar dif-
ficulties.

One cannot refrain from speculating, how-
ever, on the probable consequences of a revela-
tion that it was derived from some cheaper and
more abundant metal. There is yet no reason
to imagine that the transformation could be
promoted in any way. What Mr. Soddy did in
his other experiments was to watch the process
of evolution and try to estimate the rate at
which it took place. He was more successful in
his observations of the generation of helium
from radium than in those which sought evi-
dence of the production of radlum from ura-
nium: but in neither case did he appear to
imagine that he could hasten the change. He
does not avow any faith, eitber, in the possi-

practical result of the inquiries shich he now
proposes, supposing them to be successful,
would probably be to inform the world whether
this metal is being manufactured in the crust
of the earth as fast as it disintegrates. If not,
gold would doubtless appreciate. If production
exceeded decay. it would depreciate. If there
was no conspicuous difference hetween the
rates at .which the two processes went on, the
value of the metal would remain unaltered.
The lqummon whether or not silyer also is a
derivative has recently been under discussion
by correspondents of “Nature.” Dr. Donald
Murray and Dr. Norman R. Campbell regard
the association of that metal with lead in
| galena suggestive of such a possibility. Un-
| fortunately the ratio between the amounts of
the two elements found in that ore varies
enormously. 1t ig not uniform like that be-
{ tween the gnantities of uranium and radium in
| pitchblende. Besides, silver as well as goid is
{found in a variety of combinations. These
!faors are, perhaps. not absclutely fatal to the
Murray-Campbell hypothesis, but they strongly
discredit it. Still, as a guide to further re-
search, a hint of this kind is not without value.
Nor is any great harm likely to ensue if the
men who adopt it have an exaggerated idea of
its significance, and are unduly sanguine about
the outcome of attempts to test it. Hope is a
great stimulant to investigation. and if results
should bhe announced which were fallacious
competent critics would review them before the
public had been seriously misled.
|~ Experiments relative to the origin and ,sta-
hility of gold are more interesting. if not more
promiging, than those concerning the nature of
siiver: and it is to be hoped that Mr. Soddy
will find the means to
which he contemplates, whether , Dr. Murray
and Dr. Campbell proceed with theirs or not.

THE CRIME OF RUSSIA.

There could be no more welcome news to-

day than contradiction of the news of yester-
day. It would be grateful merely to be permit-
ted to hope, on reasonable grounds, that the re-
ports from Russia will prove to he exaggerated.
| But such news does not come, and strong
i ground for such hope does not exist. We are
compelled to fear that Russia is now involved
in such horrors as no civilized land has known
for more than a hundred years. It is a nation
{ rnning amuck. It is civil but not civilized
| war.
[ We may call it civil war because it is so
] widespread. The Baltic provinces, on the west-
| ern border. have revolted and proclaimed an in-
| dependent republic. Odessa, in the south. has
long been drenched in blood. Saratoff. in the
east, is in a state of anarchy. And Moscow, In
the very heart of Great Russia, has become the
worst storm centre of all. We may say the
Baltic provinces are filled with aliens, and
Odessa {s a home of the Jews. But Saratoff is
a Cossack province, and the Cossacks have long
been the chief stay of the empire, while Mos-
cow is the Holy City of the true Russians. Great
city, small town and open country, all are In a
frenzy of revolt. There is not one province in
the empire to which the Czar might go in confi-
| dence that there he would be girt about with
i loyal hearts. There is not a corner of the realm
| that plays or seeks to play the part of La Ven-
dée.

One fact in the medley of uncertainties stands
out distinct and unmistakable—that is, the re-
| sponsibility for this crime of the age. It is
| fixed upon the reactionary devotees of the autoc-
i racy, who for the last yvear have heen creating
and intensifying mutual distrust between the
Czar and the people. Had they been truly loyal
to the Czar and upheld his benevolent designs
the liberal transformation of Russia would have
been effected long ago with no such cost of life
and property. But their professions of devo-
tion to him were false. They were seeking only
a perpetuation of their own gaing, and to secure
that end they were willing to sacrifice both
Czar and people. They have succeeded in bring-
ing upon both Czar and people immeasurable
woe, but they cannot prevent the consumma-
tion of the revolution.

The extreme revolutionists have greatly erred,
no doubt; and the plotters of anarchy have been
utterly evil. But all these were few compared
with the whole of Russia and would have been
impotent had there only been truth and loyalty
in those who should have heen men of light and
Jeading. It is not at the Czar, unhappy beir to
two centurles of despotism., nor at his Prime
Minister, burdened with tasks beside which the
making of peace at Portsmouth was a midsum-
mer holiday; it is not at the peasant, groping
and erying in the dark. nor at the fanatical con-
spirator. mistaking the glare of torches for the
rising sun—it is not at any of these, but at the
ring of selfish nobles. military chiefs and hide-
bound bureaucrats, the old guard of autocracy.
which means not autocracy for the Czar, but
for those who would make and keep him their
tool. that the world points the finger of execra-

tion.

]

THE ROYAL ARCANUM DECISION.

Justice Gaynor’s decision in the Royal Arca-
num snit commands and deserves much atten-
tion as radically invelving the interests of that
large and important organization. It is to the
offect that the decree of the Supreme Council in-
creasing the assessments of members amounts
to an impairment or change of contract, and is
! therefore void. Of course, an appeal will be
| taken, largely. it is assumed, on the ground that
| the Royal Arcanum exists under a Massachu-
setts charter and therefore a New-York court
has no jurisdiction over it. It is desirable that
the matter shall be settled as promptly as pos-
gible hy the court of highest authority, for hoth
an important principle and very large financial
interests are at stake.

1t can scarcely be denied that the increase in
assessments does amount to a change of con-
tract. A member joined the organization years
ago. and in consideration of a life insurance
policy of $3.000 agreed to pay what purported
to be.a fixed assessment rate of, say, $2 52 a
month. Now the ofticers of the organization
tell him that to keep his policy in force he must
| pay, say. $429 a month. Certainly that seems,
| on the face of it, an impairment of contract.
The fact that a similar but smaller increase a
few vears ago was acquiesced in without pro-
test: is not to be regarded as a justifying prec-
edent. nor will there be convincing weight in
the plea that members of a fraternal organiza-
tion ought not to stick upon points of law, but
should acquiesce in anything that is held to be
“for the good of the order.” The decisive ques-
tion seems to be whether there is anything in
the charter of the organization or in its con-
tracts with members which gives its officers a
legal right thus to alter contracts without the
members’ consent.

The importance of the final decision to the
welfare of the organization is scarcely to be
overestimated. If Justlce Gaynor’s declsion
stands. then in this state at least the old rates
will have to be restored and maintained as long
as the members live. Increased rates can be
collected only from those who are willing to
pay them and from those who have joined the
order since October 1 last—a very small frac-
tion of the whole. But it has been positively
stated by the officers, as the justifying necessity
for increasing rates, that the orzanization could
not continue in solvent existence without such
increase. Therefore Justice Gaynor’'s decision,
if sustained. would seem to menace the very ex-
istence of the order. It goes without saying
that the downfall of so large and important an
organization would be a deplorable misfortune,
the danger of which is not to be contemplated
with equanimity, and it is earnestly to be hoped
| that, whether or not this decision holds, some
way will be found of keeping the Royal Ar-
canum in prosperous existence. The first step

bility of hurrying nature, even if the ancestry

to that sod must be & final judicial detérmina-

of gold were once discovered. Hence tne only

‘Crewe is chi

conduct the research’

tion of the questions now at issue, so that ‘the
order may know exactly where it stands.

There is in the new British Ministry no
dearth of practical “organization” politicians.
Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman himseif is pres-
ident of the Scottish Liberal Association and
also of the London Liberal Federation. Sir Ed-
ward Grey is president of the Eighty Club. Sir
Robert Reid is president of the Young British
Liberals' Federation. KEarl Carrington is presi-
dent of the National Liberal Federation and
of the National Liberal Club. The Earl of
airman of the political committee
of the National Ldberal Club. Lord Tweed-
mouth is chairman of council of the Scot-
tish Liberal Assoclation. Mr. Birrell is chalr-
man of the Liberal Publication Department. Mr.
Gladstone is chairman of committee of the Lib-
eral Central Assoclation and chairman of
the managing committee of the National Lib-
eral Club. Mr. Vernon-Harcourt is president
of the League of Young Liberals. Mr. Liloyd-
George is president of the Welsh National Lib-
eral Council. Also, the wives of some of them
are active in politics, the Countess of Aberdeen
being president of the Women’'s Liberal Feder-
ation and of the Scottish Women's Liberal Fed-

eration; the Countess of Crewe being prgs’ideqt_
and Mrd. Birrell and Mrs. Buxton honorary

secretaries of the Liberal Social Council, and
Mrs. Bryce chairman of executive of the
Women’s National Liberal Association.
these are regarded as “official” organizations,
and are actively engaged in extending the Lib-
eral and Radical propaganda. They are, how-
ever; essentially differentiated from the “ma-
chine” as it exists In some parts of America.
sy e

“The New-York Sun" discloses some impa-
tience with a writer in “The Boston Herald”
who tells how hasty puddin’ ought to be made.
Our neighbor exclaims: “Yes! yes! but where do
“you get the right kind of meal, man? Where
“do you get the meal?* Observation and ex-
perience dictate the melancholy judgment that,
while the right kind of meal may still be turned
out, here and there, in the clandestine proceed-
ings of remote New-England households, it is
no longer procurable for cash in the marts of
trade. We hate to say so, and should rejoice to
be able to acknowledge the corn, as it were;
but facts are facts.

R, 5L SR

Hat in hand, President Cipriano Castro polite-
lv sends his greetings to ‘the industrious Amerl-
can people,” and wishes them “health and
prosperity in the new year.” Same to President
Castro. May his shadow never grow less, and
may his debts and debtors diminish to the van-
ishing point!

———

Congressman Sulzer thinks that Creesus could
not play poker with John D. Rockefeller. Pos-
sibly not, but it relieves the situation to sur-
mise that he would not have cared to, while as
to Mr. Rockefeller it is certain that he would
not play poker with any one. Mr. Sulzer’'s il-
lustration, therefore, is not a particularly happy
one. L]

The automobile party that rained .half dollars
in the Bowery on Christmas Eve Is justified in
assuming that the Bowery has no objections
to devil wagons of that variety and no fears
of “tainted money."”

e

With what fine indignation can a man repudi-
ate the monstrous imputation that he was driv-
ing his automobile at twentv-five miles an hour,
when it was really running at only twenty-{opr
and a half miles!

THE TALK OF THE DAY.

Personal note from ‘“The Freeborn (Iowa) Cour-
fer; “Flder Thompson preached in Cascade Sunday
and took dinner at the Johnston's. He savs the
Johnstons set a fine table.”

OLD NAMES FOR NEW.

[*"Where are the Marys, Annies and Lizzies of formez
times? The last three maids I have had are named
Maud, Florence and Ethel.” Such is the bitter comblaint
of a lady correspondent of *“‘The Telegraph.'']

They tell us, ere this age began,
The masses never stooped to follv:
The scullery maiden’s namé was Ann,
The cook's was generally Molly;
The tresses of my lady's hair
Were braided then by Meg or Mary;
To answer calls was Jane's affair,
While Prue presided in the dairy.

Now simple manners are no more—
Each mother’'s help’s a Maud or Mabel;
An ‘“‘alry” Lillian scrubs the floor,
While Gwen and Gladys wait at table;
The task to Guinevere assigned
Is cleaning pots and pans and platters;
While Enid (when she's so inclined)
Attends to culinary matters.

1 feel it is a crying shame—

The well bred dame—small wonder!—grudges
To share her once exclusive name

With mere plebeian household drudges!
8o for her I have found a plan,

To which I'm hoping she will rally:
*Tis this—to name her children Ann,

Matilda, Mary Jane and Sally!

—(London News.

Some striking figures are published by the “No-
voe Vremya' as to the forces at the digposal of
the Russlan commander in chief in Manchuria at
the close of the late war. When peace was con-
cluded General Linevitch had at his disposal 12,500
officers, 917.000 men and 270,000 horses. But from
the beginning to the end of the war there had been
carried to the front 20,000 officers. 1.270.000 men.
230,000 horses and more than 1,600 guns. Sabtract-
ing these figures and making allowance for the
0.000 maen alreadv on the spot when war broke
out, the Russian losses appear roughly 7,500 officers
and 483,000 men.

Couldn’t Catch _Him.—Farmer Foddershucks—
Yes, M’'ria, them Washin'ton politiciane tried ter
but I was too smart fer ‘em.

b er me,

L.x\rx'.'l'(s Foddershucks—Land sakes! What hap-
pened?

Farmer Foddershucks—Well, when I got to
Washin'ton 1 went to a hut-tel. An'a slick lookin’
feller—Senator, prob’ly—shoved a big book in front
o' me an' sald, ‘‘Register. please.’”” ‘‘Not much,”

home last fall. Want ter

savs 1, T registered t'
git me run in fer repeatin’, don't yer?’—(Cleveland
ieader.

Chief Justice Fuller was not long ago the guest
of a Southern man who had a servant, named
John, famous for his mint julep. Soon after
Judge Fualler's arrival John appeared, bearing a
tray on which was a long, cool glass, topped with
crushed ice and a small tree of mint. With low
bows and many smfles, according to “The Buffalo
Commercial,”” he presented it, and watched anx-
fously while Judge Fuller appreciatively sipped’ it.
«That touch the right spot, sah?"” he queried. -“It
aoes, John; it does.” the judge replied. John dis-
appeared, but was soon recailed by the tinkia of &
handbell. The judge looked up, with a twinkla in
his eye. I think I've got another epot, John,”he
sald. A 2o
Fresh!--The woman who was doing her Christ.
mas marketing was difficult to please. “She_had
overhauled every comestible in the shop. und in-

sisted on getting the best in stock at a penny a
pound che;‘, than the marked price, and now It

er
was a quel&)n of eggs.
“Are you quite sure these eggs are fresh?’ she

asked. al
“They are, madam. e
“You will guarantee them?
“I will, madam.”
“But how am I

fresh 7"
“My dear lady.’ sald the exhausted shopman,

with incisive emphasis, “if you will kindly neg to
the telephone, and ring up our farm, you will hear
the hens that laid them still cackling! I'm afrald
I can’t say any mgre than that.” —(Answers.

The Chinese Cooly question, with which the new
British Ministry has to deal in South Africa, may
be understood from this description by a corre-
spondent of the Chinese scare in Johannesburg:
“The white workers in the mines carry revolvers;
the police are armed with ball cartridge and bay-
onet: camped vonder at Auckland Park is a mobile
column of mounted men, ready to move against an
enemy at a moment’'s notice; the country folk on
the other side of the swelling rise are armed to the
teeth and live at night in barricaded and fortifled

houses.”

to know that you know they are

AS USUAL.
She stands upon the ladder tall,
Her Christmas wreath all ready;
She holds the nail against the wall,
Prepared to hit it steady. A
But hark! wkat melns that fearful wail?
Its anguish would affright one—
It lln?l’ means she hit a nal
But it was not the right one. -

All

Abour People and Social Incidents,

FESTIVITIES AT CAPITAL.

AT THE‘W‘!ITE HOUSE.

[From The Tribune Bureau.]

Washington, Dec. 25.—Christmas was observed
at the White House with sll of its oldtime gayety
and good cheer. Several friends of Theodore, ir..
and Kermit came with them from their collega
and school at Harvard and Groton, respectively, to
spend the holidays. and, with the young persons
already under the historio roof, made & crowd of
as jolly juveniles as ever gathered there. One of
the first important affairs of the day was the
inspection of Archie’s Christmas tree. For sev-
eral weeks he has been acting mysteriously, ac-
cording to his brothers and sisters. He has held
long conferences with the White House elec-
trician, the White House carpenter and the White
House florist, and has been detgcted moving bulky
packages into his room, with the assistance of
these artisans. The door of his room has been
kept locked to all intruders except thoee helpers.
who were bound to secrecy. The result as viewed
in the darkened room this morning was declared
by all to outclass any Christmas tree they had
ever seen. The electrician and the florist and the
carpenter had put forth their best efforts, and
the tree was a perfect blaze of electric lights.
Archie acted as Santa Claus, and had presents for
every member of the family, as well as for a
number of his schoolboy friends and for the ser-
vants at the mansion. The exchange of gifts con-
sumed most of the morning, and until late in the
afternoon an almost continuous procession of mes-
senger boys and wagons arrived, bearing floral
offerings for different members cf the family.

President Roosevelt pald a visit to his office
about noon, and worked for three-quarters of an
hour with Secretary Loeb on such pressing corre-
spondence as could not be postponed until the
morrow. After finishing this task the President
and all the family, with the exception of Mrs.
Roosevelt, went to the home of Captain and Mrs.
William Sheffield Cowles, to witness the unvelfling
of Sheffleld Cowles’s Christmas tree, and they all
remained to luncheon. Miss Roosevelt when she
Jeft the White House wore a walking costume of
dark blue velvet, with a velvet hat and a long
light blue ostrich plume. The President and the
two elder boys were attired for walking. After
luncheon the President. Theodore and a couple of
the latter's friends took a long horseback ride In
the suburbs.

There were twenty-six seated about the table
in the state dining room to-night, and Christmas
decorations and Christmas cheer prevailed. The
dinner party was an informal one, and included
all of the members of the President’s family, Cap-
tain and Mrs. Cowles, the President’s brother-in-
law and sister, and Representative Nicholas Long-
worth. The last named will go to Cincinnat! to-
morrow, and Miss Roosevelt will spend some days
in New-York visiting her relatives and incidentally
looking after her trousseau, which must be ready
by the second week of February.

Secretary Loeb announced to-day that owing to
the hollday season no Cabinet sessions would be
held until after New Year's, and added that no
business callers, except those upon the most im-
perative errands, would be received by the Presi-
dent.

AT THE VICE-PRESIDENT'S HOME.

Vice-President and Mrs. Falrbanks entertained
their family at a Christmas Eve dinner last even-
ing, and left town to-day for Indianapolis. They
will return in time for the New Year's reception
at the White House. Mrs. Falrbanks will observe
the custom of giving a New Year's Day reception,
but will not be at home the following Wednesday.

The Vice-President and Mrs. Fairbanks will glve
a dinner in honor of Representative Nicholas Long-
worth and Miss Roosevelt, whose wedding day 18
thought to be February 17. Senator and Mrs. El-
kins. Senator and Mrs. Newlands. Mr. and Mrs.
Boardman, Colonel and Mrs. Clarence Edwards
and Miss McGillan, who accompanied the Taft
party to the Philippines. will all entertain in the
same manner for Miss Roosevelt.

THE CABINET.

The Secretary of State and Mrs, Root had only
a family dinner party to-night. Besides their
daughter, Miss Fdith Root, they have as guests
for the holidays their two scns, Elthu, jr., and
Pdward W. Root, who are students at the Harvard
Law School.

Secretary and Mrs. Taft’ had all their family
with them- to-day, including-Robert Taft. from his
school at Watertown, Conn.; Miss Helen Taft, who
attends the Cathedral School, and Master Charles
Taft, who goes to the Force Public School in this
city. In the course of the day Secretary Taft
visited the War Department and devoted a short
time to the consideration of military affairs await-
ing the action of Congress.

Secretary and Mrs. Bonaparte spent Christmas
at their winter home in Park-ave.. Baltimore.

With the exception of the Secretary of the Treas-
ury and Mrs. Shaw. who dined to-night with the
Secretary of Commerce and Labor and Mrs. Met-
calf. all of the Cabinet members enjoved small
family dinner partfes at home.

DIPLOMATIC.

Almost without o'xr-eption the foreign ambas-
sadors and ministers entertained the members of
their staffs at dinner to-night, having as additional
guests only their holiday house visitors.

The British Ambassador entertained the mem-
bers of his staff and alse Sir Percy Sanderson.
British Consui General in New-York. and his
cister. Miss Sanderson, who are the annual Christ-
mas house guests at the embassy.

The German Ambassador and Baroness von
Sternburg. who are spending their holiday at
Aiken. 8. C.. will return to Washington at the end
of this week, and will be present at the President's
New Year reception and Secretary Root's break-
fast ’

The Austrian Ambassador and Baroness Hengel-
miiller unveiled the Christmas tree for their little
daughter, Mila, yesterday afternoon. there being
present a number of thelr friends. and the Christ-
mas festivities have been kept up all day. To-
night they enjoyed a strictly family dinner.

The largest Christmas entertainment given in the
diplomatic corps to-day was the chfldren's party
at the Cuban Legation. when the two children of
the Minister and Mme. Quesada, Aurora and Gon-
zales, invited more than a hundred of their little
friends to the unveliling of a tree and a merry time
from 3 to 6 o'clock. On the brilliantly lighted and
decorated tree were presents for the children and
prizes for the winners of games and favors. There
were music and dancing, and, altogether, one of
the gayest parties of the Christmastide. Among
the guests wera Archibald Roosevelt, Quentin
Roosevelt, Philander Knox, Virginia Perez Triana,
Angela Capetana Quesada, Margaret Braper. Mar-
garet Perine, Margaret Barbour, Carolina Nabuco,
Mariana Nabuco, Jorge Nabuco, Mauricio Nabueo,
José Nabuco, Adela Godoy, Jullo Godoy, Jorge
Godoy, Cecilla Calvo, Rafael Calvo, Marta Calvo,
Joaquin Calvo, Carlos Angulo, Domingo de Obaldia,
Manuel Davalos, Maria Lan, Louis Lan, Blanche
Walker-Martinez, Osmann Gureyn Bey, All Haldar
Bey. Matilda von dem Bussche, Karl von dem
Bussche, Elvira Veloz, Loulse Veloz, Mila Hen-
gelmiiller, Frank Kim, the Masters Chentung,
the Masters Pedernalras. Arthur Foraker, Doris
Haywood, Wilson Haywood, Mary McCauley,
Sophy Johnston, Henry Butler, Eleanor Reyburn,
Dora Clover, Beatrice Clover. Gladys Hinckley,
Margaret Smith, Alice Boutell, Mary Howery,
Elizabeth Howery, Ruth Parker, Katharine Brown
Leura Merriam, Scott Thropp, Douglas Thropp,
Louise Hellen, Mary Hellen, Ellen Bruce Lee,
Henry. Davis Lee, Frances Moore, Preston Moore,
Cora Kim, Clark Moses, Hamilton Warner, Harmer
Reeside, Joseph Humphrey and Tom Hudgins.

NOTES OF BOCIETY IN WASHINGTON.

Lieutenant General and Mrs. Chaffee, who have
leased their K-st. house for the season and are
now at the Arlington preparatory to golng to Call-
fornia to live permanently, entertained a family
party to-night, consisting of Captain and Mrs
Hamilton, Miss Chaffee and Adna Chaffee, jr., m;
last two named coming on from their schools for
the holidays.

Speaker Cannon and Miss Cannon expected to
spend the holidays in Illinols, but found at the last
moment that the former's affalrs would keep him
here, so no“lthgr mads plans for accepting or ex.
tending invitations. They at homa
bowiare ned at alons

General Nelson A. Miles arrived here to-da
will probably not return to l(uneluu:ﬂl :hpnd
he has resigned from Governor Douglas's stafr ke

Washington showed itself inclined to p
Adinners to-night, and there were no really oy
parties entertained. b Jarge

Mr. MMM.MN.M'I“

" ating in 1902. During the last threa vears,

guests and Mrs. Charles Campbell also gave a small
dinner party.

The real Christmas afalr of the evening was the
subscription leap year dance to-night. when young
women of social prominence not only invited the
men whom they wished to escort them, but asked
them to danoe as well. There were beautiful favors
for the cotillon and a supper was served. all the
expenses being defrayed by the young women get.
ting up the affair. Miss Grace Bell and Miss Pos.
tlethwalte were the true promoters of the dance,
whila acting as chaperons were Lady Durang
Mrs. Richard A. Townsend, Mrs. Richard Wayne
Parker, Mrs. Charles J. Bell, Mrs. Alexander Le.
gare and Mrs. Horace Westcott.

NEW-YORK SOCIETY.

The Hon. Nell Primrose, second son of Lord
Rosebery, and now about twenty-four years old,
has arrived in this country and Is staying at
Tuxedo for the holidays. His brother-in-law, the
Earl of Crewe, s Lord President of the Privy Coup-
cil in the new Liberal administration.

Mr. and Mrs. I. Townsend Burden, with their
daughters, Miss Evelyn and Miss Gwendolyn Bur-
den, who have been living at the St. Regis since
their return from Europe, move into their new
house, in East 92d-st., to-morrow.

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Burden, jr.. have just
moved into town from their place at Westbury, and
are at their new house, No. 7 East 91st-st.

Henry Plerrepont Perry. on the occasion of his
marriage to Miss Edith Lounsbery on February 1,
at St. Thomas’'s, will have his brother-in-law,
Pierre Lorillard Ronalds, as his best man, anq
Grosvenor Phelps, Arthur Iselln, Loomis White,
Wistar Kcndn.ll._ Cooper Lord, Ben Ali and Richard
Lounsbery, jr.. as his ushers.

Mrs. Sidney Dfillon Ripley, who has let her houss
in East 79th-st. for the season, has been staying
at the St. Regis with her daughter, Miss Anng
Ripley, since her return from Europe.

Most of the hospitality dispensed by soclety ves-
terday In town was restricted to near relatives and
intimate friends. and family dinner partles wers
given last night by Mr. and Mrs. R. T. Wilson,
Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton McK. Twombly, Mrs. Will-
fam Barclay Parsons, D. O. Mills, Mr. and Mrs,
Henry Clews, Mr. and Mrs. Willlam A. Perry and
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Rockefeller. jr., whose guesty
included Senator and Mrs. Aldrich. 2

Mr. and Mrs. Payne Whitney are spending the
holidays with Mrs. John Hay, at Washington

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred G. Vanderbilt have a large
house party staying with them at Oakland Farm,
their place near Newport.

Others who preferred a rural to an urban
Christmas were Mr. and Mrs. George Gould, who
spent it at Georglan Court. their place near Lake-
wood: Dr. and Mrs. Seward Webb. with thelr chil-
dren, including Mrs. Ralph Pulitzer and her hus-
band, at their place In the Adirondacks; Mr. and
Mre. Frederick Vanderbilt, at Hyde Park: James
Henry Smith, at High Point. N. C.. whence he re-
turns to-morrow; Mr. and Mrs. W. K. Vanderbjls,
sr., at Idle Hour, their place on Long Tsland, and
Mr. and Mrs. Willlam Bayard (Cutting. sr, at Oak-
dale, Long Island. Their son. W. Bavard Cutting,
and Lady Siby! Cutting are at St. Moritz Switzer-
land, and will remain abroad until summer.
Frederick H. Alien have arrived
from Europe. and are spending the holidays at
Bolton Priory. their place at Pelham Manor. They
are still in mourning for the recent death of thelr
brother-in-law, the Count de Galliffet.

Mr. and Mrs.

Mrs. Harold Farquhar Hadden will give recep-
tions on January 13 and 25 for her son-in-law and
daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Douglas Robin-
son, at her house in East 76th-st.

Among the dances set for this evening are that
given by George Seney. for his niece, Miss Eleanor
Hoyt. at the St. Regis; by Mrs. Henry Reese. for
Miss Gretchen Hoyt. at Sherry’s; by Mrs. Hermann
Oelrichs, for her niece, Miss Blanche Oelrichs, at
her house at East 5Tth-st. and 5th-ave.: by Mrs"
Artemas Holmes, for Miss Hilda Holmes. at Jer
house In Madison-ave.,, and by Mrs. Henry Q.
Havemever, for Miss Adeline Havemeyer. at her
house in East ffth-st.

It is to-day, too, that the civil marriage of Donna
Bianca Colonna Stigllano. granddaughter of Mrs.
John W. Mackay. to Count Jules de Bonboulelr,
takes place at Paris. The religious ceremony fol-
lows to-morrow.

the first of the series aof
Lydig at her

Kubelik will play at
dinners given by Mrs. Philip M.
house in East 52d-st., on January 4.

It i{s 58th-st. that is to-day the social centre of
New-York. This is demonstrated by the latest
issue of ““The Social Register’’—the most cc mplete
of the entire series. a volume for San Francisce
having now been added to those for W aton,
Philadelphia, Chlcago, Boston. Providens st
Louis. Pittsburg, Baltimore. Buffalo, and
one which takes in Richmond. Charleston. Savan-
nah, Augusta. Atlanta and North Carolina The
steady trend uptown of the centre of social gravity
of New-York was, until 1902, at the rate of oné
block a vear, and a study of old New-York shows
this to have been the rate of progress from the
Battery northward for the eighty-five years termin-
how-
ever. the pace has doubled, and the rate has heem
two blocks a vear, or six blocks in all since 1%2

ST el Sh Ol

TUXEDO NOTES.

[By Telegraph to The Tribune ] ..

Tuxedo Park. N. Y., Dec. 25.—Many society people
returned to Tuxedo to-day to take part in Christ-
mas festivitlies. The chief attraction was the ska'-
ing on the trout pond. and all day there was 3
crowd of gayly dressed yofing people induiging in
the sport. There were also Interesting matches at
the Tennis Club, which drew many onlookers.

House parties were given by nearly eve.y cot-
tager. Among them was one given by Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Mortimer, who came out from toWwn
for the day. They will close their villa nexr week
and spend the winter at No. M9 5th-ave, Man-
hattan. Among others who gave house parties,
followed by dinners to-night, were Mr. and Mrs
Plerre Lorillard, Mr. xnd Mrs. J. Norman DeR
Whitehouse, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Pell Mr a"¢
Mrs. William Kent, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin M. Post|
Mr. and Mrs. Frederic Foster, Mr. and Mrs H. H.
Rogers, jr., and Mr. and Mrs. George Rutledse
Gibson. There were also many luncheon parties at
the clubhouse. . -

Among those who came out for the day were
Madison Grant, F. J. Dieter, Miss (aroline Wi
merding, Henry Colling Welsh, Moncure Robinsom
Mr. and Mrs. L. K. Wilmerding, Robert Varnum
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Varnum, Mr. and. M-

Morgan Goetchius, Miss Crosby and Sehuyler
Schieffelin. s
SRS SIS e R
POPE CONGRATULATES CARDINAL.

Rome, Dec. 25.—The Pope to-day expressed his
deep concern over the attempt made last night at
Barcelona to stab Cardinal- Salvator (assanas ¥
Pages, Bishop of Urgel, as he was leaving the
Cathedral, and sent a message to the tardinsl
ccngratulating him on his escape.

The Pope to-day recelved in private audience
Harry St. George Tucker, president of the James:

town Exposition Company, who is in Rome with

}:' object of interesting the [tulian government 4

100.,9!90‘"10.“- His Holiness also gave an andienc?

ames Jeffrey Roche. of Boston, the Americaf
consul at Genoa, and Mrs. Roche.
e ————

GENERAL MILES RELIEVED FROM DUTY.

Washington, Dec. 25.—Secretary Taft has granted
the application of Lieutenant General Nelson A
Miles,. U. 8. A., retired. for relief from furthe?
duty with the organized mjlitia of Massachuseits:
;:: ';ho necessary orders to that ofect will h:

to-morrow. . : Gane
Miles hias served as miitars corloer amt In

general on th 3 ) g
sachusetts e staff of Governor DIinuglas «

PARDON

R 3T T
S BY THE PRESIDENT.
ashington, Deo. B.—Because of the prbollﬂ"_
previous good military record, the President has
""""‘ﬂt pardon in the case of Paul H. McDonald
ormerly first lieutenant, 10th Infantry. While
"""‘"l with his regimenk at Fort Lawton, Washs
ngton, MeDonald was convicted by court mar

ﬁ,“’“’mu the charge v i
alse preten. of obtaining moJe€s 1
mi K h.. ces and 'Itnlﬂ:‘-ﬁed to be dis

by

at Fort Leaven

%"&“ mlm’rm to two years' coOr




