TOCOL OR TREATY?

‘ : : R .
gGREE'L‘IENT WITH*CHINA.,

'
River Improvement Convention,May
Cause Stir in Sexate.

L"rom The Tir'bune Burmeau.]
washingtor, Jan. 10.—A protoeol entered into
petween China and the represantatives of eleven
foreign pOWeas, including W. W. Rockhill, rep-
yesenting the Umted States, promises to pre-
gipitate 2 lively debate in some forthcoming ex-
ecuttve session of the Senate. Sdme members of
{he minority maintain that this protocol, which
es for centain improvement by the Chinese
gnment of the Huangpou River above and
pelow Shamghai, is in- fact a treaty, so desig-
pated in German ofiicial documents, and should
_pot, therefose, have been concluded by the Stage
artment without the advice and consent of

Dep
the Senatc.

That there is rrecedent for the, action of ‘the
department cannot, howewer, be denied, as the

nt agzeement replaces the protocol of 1901,
dealing with the same subgect, which was never
gubmitted the Senate. The new protocol,
which was signed by the representatives of the

powers O September 27, 1905, consists of twelve

grticles, as follomvs:

Article 1 provides that the Taotai of Shanghai
ghall assume entire charge of removing the bar
gbove and below Woo-Sung.

» thait within three months after the

10

T
.;:.-gég of the agreement Chima shall select an
engineer 10 hajve charge of the lmprrﬂomex}ts in
the Huangpou, River, and when such selection is
wpmvm‘. by the representatives of u_\u powers
signatory 10 the treaty he shail be n_uly com-
missioned angd placed in ckarge. This article
further provifies for the replacement of such en-
gineer should 1hat course for any ‘reason become

ecess: Y-
nAx:tigl:?‘ 3 provides that the work shall be pros-
ecuted Dy du'y advertised contracts awarded to

rest bidelers.
m,;;tg:lz 4 prevides that 0‘.%‘-!‘}"1?1!1’0 mnn.ths a
gull and complete T port, showing expenditures
gnd Progress, <hall be submitted to the consular
represemaii\:s of the interested ”]‘v-wmfs,

Article » provides that the Taotai and t.he
Commissioner of Customs shall have full power
to construct pontoons, cofferdams, etc., in the
ﬂ:rr{iciv @ confers on the same authorities the

the river.

s the same authorities to
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Anticle rovides that if the improvements
are 10¢ weted with due expedition or in a
mantier v to the several powers a ma-
jority” of the lar corps may demand im-
provement. a d the dismissal
of the engineer suggest a substi-

1 otherwise un-

tute; but that !
adjustabie di ference shall be-
come th by the diplo-

ers

matic ren b
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pended; but :
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erwise

protocol, such suspended
1s agreement shall again be

in forox
The protocol of September 27, 1905, bears, in

addtion to the signatures of the representatives
of the cleven powers, including W. W. Rock-
MI'e, the, great seal of Wai-Wu Puson the.part
of China.

DOUBT RAISED IN CHINA.

Minister Here Little:
Change in Exclusion Lazs.

Peking, Jan. Chinese Minister at
AWeshington has telegraphed his government
{hat any satisfactory legisiation on the exclu-
gon question is improbable. He says that the
Foafarity of Congressmen favor greater liber-
a3y, but that the influence of the laboring classy
¥8t00 strong against the Chinese. j

TSINAN-FU OPEN TO TRADE.

The Viceroy's Address—Cordiality Shown to.
Americans—No Boycott in Province.

Tsinan-Fu, Jan. 10.-The ceremonies of opening
Teinan-Fu, capital of the province of Shan-Tung, to
foreign trade to-day were attended by many Chi-
nese and fore offi 5. The invited American
Suests present included consular officials and repre-
tn?ixti\'es of prominent mercantile companies. Two,
hundreqd ar ed luncheon at noon,
ng gave a dinner to

Expects

19.—The

said that this was
1 settlement opened
step long awaited by
ind Chou Fu.

t i about four square

he American consul, Mr.
tationed at Che-Foo, and the other
most cordial. The boycott does not,

Cans was
x5t in Shan-T:

THE NIAGARA AGAIN AFLOAT.

Yacht Owned by Howard Gould Aground for
Two Days at Cienfuegos.

N“!-«N!lns\ Jan. 10 —The American steam yacht
\gara, owred Howard Gould, which has been
&ground in the bor 1 . since Monday, floated

without She 1iledd for Havana to-,
Mrs. Gouid will re-embark.

ARREST MORALES.

to-day ia
Bigh and

ORDER TO

Former President of Santo Domingo Still
Missing—Capital Quiet.

tos;m” Domingo, Jan. 10.—The Supreme Court
a4y trans tted to the Minister of the In-
Or an order the arrest of Carlos F.

Moraleg i T

fales and his followers he authoritie

, Vers. > 3 s do
Dot know where Morales {s.

News received fr o . -
> v rom the interior is favorab
to the government. r able

Quiet prevails in this city and neighborhood.
—

for

INCIPIENT CONSUMPTION. B
Bow Food Headed OF the Insidious

Disease.
~ 1k SR fEs A 2 bi
f:" -happy wife of a good old-fashioned Mich.
.“‘Q' Savs:
In the spring of 1902, I was taken sick—a

Beneraj

£ breaking down,
Sivel

nervous 1d 1 g Seey
¥ nervous, could not sleep well at night,
my food seemed to do me no good, and 1 was so

Wi 2
€ak T could searcely walk across the room.

as it were.

ov:he.»'m( tor said iny condition was due to
\'erv.“ k. and close confinement and that he

- Much feared that consumption would se

gr-.nl"or several months I 1ook oue kind of medlE
E;; after another, but with no good effect—in
% seemed 10 Brow worse,

= Then I determined to quit all medicines, give
‘?vﬁﬂe(- and see what Grape-Nuts food would

!u’ for me. 1 begen to eat Grape-Nuts with
Bar and cream and bread and butter three

Umes 2 day. -

n@'}{]’h'- effact was surprising!

down

. ) I kegan to gain
and strength forthwith, my nerves quieted
oty and grew normaily steady and sound,
b €ct sieep came back to me. ‘In six weeks'
mm'; I discharged the hired girl and commenced
Tm“” my own housework for 2 family of six.
&nda was two years ago. and I am doing it still,
- enjov it.” ‘Name given by Postum Co.,
=attle Creelr, Mich

ere’s a reascu. Read the little bock, “The

to Wellville,” iz pkgs.

’
or refused to pay.
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TRUTH ABOUT PANAMA.

Continued from first page.

structed, and Is now progressing at the rate of !
thirty feet a day: that it will be completed at the |
end of the dry season. He reports, however, that !
it will be impracticable to undertake a permanent |
domestic or house sewer system for Celon until
the commencement of the permanent improvement |
of the city. He further reports that model quar-
ters for the negro laborers in Colon, with concrete
floors and shower baths, are rapidly approaching
completion.

the chief engineer categorically denies this, and I
am able from the standpoint of Washington also
categorically to deny it. The appointment of otfi-
clals has been under the Civil Service law ever
since the summer of 1904, and political influénce has
rlaved no part whatevsr in the selection of the
persons appeinted to places on the isthmus. The
chief engineer, by special exception of the Presi-
dent, has himself exercised complete discretion in
the selection of his engineering force, while the
clerical force has been obtained purely by Civil
Service law methods. There has been great diffi-

| culty In securing under the Civil Service law meth-

ods men for out of door work on the isthmus—skilled
mechanics, track layers, carpenters and others—
but certainly the defects in their qualifications

| which have been found to exist have never been

FOOD AND WATER SUPPLY.

The government is charged with indifference as |
to the food supply of the laborers. The mere as-
sertion that in & market house visited by the writer
there was not shown care in the preservation ot
meats and of other articles of food therein exhib-
ited for sale is made the basis for a broad general-
ization that the government is indifferent to the
food furnished to its employes. The slightest ex-
amination by any one anxious to find the truth
would have shown the elaborate, anxious and most
careful preparation for the receipt of meats and
other foods, thelr proper preservation and their
being furnished at reasonable prices to the em-
ployes of the railrcad company and of the canal.

The writer of this article makes the following
statement:

“Mr, Taft promised officially that by December 1
Colon would have a splendid water supply. There
is to-day no water supply in Colon. Mr. Taft does
injustice to his countrymen by treating flippantly
questiong involving human life by the thousands.
We are not all children or fools. We do not need
reports which read like the circulars of doubtful
Iand companies.”

In the first place, I have no recollection of mak-
ing any official statement as to when water would
be furnished for Colon. All that I have said was in
my annual report. under d;te of December 3, 1905,
aind in an address at St. Louis on November 18,
1995, that reservoirs were being constructed for
Colon, together with a water pipe system. The
writer sayvs that there is no water supply at Colon.
Mr. Stevens says there is. It should be borne in
mind that Colon and Cristobal, although one is in
the canal zone and the other Is in the republic of
Panama, are parts of the same settlement and that
Cristobal is not five minutes’ walk from the centre
of Colon. 1In a dispatch from Governor Magoon
on January 8, 1306, T am advised that of the two
temporary’reservoirs for Colon and Cristobal water
supply one was completed on November 1 and the
other in the latter part of December; that the
total capacity is that of 80,000,000 gallons, amply
sufficient for the present dry season; that 7,000 feet
of permanent mains bhave already been laid and
that the remaining 8.000 feet are being laid at the |
rate of four hundred to five hundred feet dally: |
that there are six tanks, with a total capacity of
65,000 gallons, held in reserve at Cristobal in case
of accident; that a complete permanent distribution
system will be completed hy May 1; that the pres-
ent Panama Railroad water system, which is now
furnishing water for Colon from a reservoir at
Brazos Brook, will he connected with the perma-
nent feed mains before January 15, and free public
distribution stations will be opened then, supplying
all of Colon; that the Colon people are.now secur- |
ing water from tanks, as in years past, and from
the public hydrants in Cristobal, and that perma-
nent water mains, including fire service, will be
completed on the principal streets in Colon by the
end of the dry season, April 15, supplyving the entire
city; that there is no scareity of water in Colon;
that a npermanent reservoir capacity of 500,000,000 |
gallons is under construction, with two permanent |
standpipes, one of 400,000 and the other of 500,000
gallons capacity, under contract to be completed
by April 1. 4 ” ‘I

Complaint is made of the rents in Colon. It is
quite possible that the rents in Colon are too high.
The railroad company owns the fee of a large part
of the lands in Colon, which are let on short leases,
a system adopted before the government took |
charge of the canal and railroad property. This
has resulted in the construction by middlemen of |
very poor houses and the letting of them at ad- |
vanced rents. A plan has now been approved by
the commission for the renting of such railway
property as can be safely leased on terms of years |
sufficiently long to permit the erection of permanent |
structures,

TREATMENT OF NEGROES

The next class of charges is concerning the treat-
ment of the negroes. The first accusation is that
negroes have been invited to the isthmus by a
statement that they would receive $1 50 gold, where-
as when they were brought to the isthmus they
were paid, not $1 50 gold, but 75 cents gold. This
charge is made on the authority of a negro whom
the writer of the article met in the street. We do
not know his name, and it does not appear that the
writer of the article knew his name, or anything |
about him, except that he was a negro, well dressed.
The answer to the charge is that it is not true—
that the rates of wages are well advertised through-
out the islands of the West Indies as 10 cents gold |
an hour for a day of eight hours, which may be |
increased by diligent work to 13 cents an hour, and
no other statement is authorized to be made.

It is said thatea great prejudice exists against ne-
groes in the railroad management, and that it is
exerted against them to their harm in every way |
possible. The answer to this is that the charge is ‘
not true, as Mr. Stevens testifies, and any one who
has been on the isthmus with an unprejudiced eye
and ear will corroborate him in this statement.

The writer of the article renews a charge, long
ago completely refuted, of the mistreatment of a |
certain boatload of Martinique negroes, who were
brought to the isthmus, and who were required to
be vaccinated upon landing. They declined to land
if they were to be vaceinated. They were therefore
refused the right to land by the quarantine au- |
thorities. Thereupon the owners of the ship de-
manded the fare back to the place from where
they had come, which the men were unable to pay
The captain of the ship then
demanded that they be taken out of the ship, which
they had no right further to occupy. This was done, |
they were vaccinated, and then they were received |

as emploves by the Canal Commission. The official |
! report of this transaction, including that of the
French Consul, who investigated the matter, is

appended hereto.

It is said that the negroes are leaving the isth-
mus in portentous numbers because of mistreat-
ment. As a matter of fact, Mr. Stevens testifles
that just before the holidays a great number of
laborers returned to the isilands whence they came.
This has been the custom ever since the beginning
of the French construction. Many of the laborers
leave their families, and because transportation is
cheap are able to go back and then return. If any |
such desertion on the isthmus by the laborers was
at hand, there certainly would be some other evi-
dence than the unsupported testimony of the writer
of this article. As a matter of fact it has been
possible to bring the number on the payroll up to
17,000 laborers, and to malintain that number.

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.

Finally, the writer of the article charges that the
administration of justice in the zone is anti-negro
oppressive and ridiculous. He bases his charge on'
accounts of two trials given him by two lavmen, |
without any investigation himself, without -Inler:
viewing the prosecuting witnesses, and without
jearning anything about the facts except as stated
by two outsiders, whose names are not vouchsafed
to us. The administraiion of justice in the zone 1s
conducted by a court, of which Sefior Mutis Duran,
one of the leading lawyers of Panama, is chief jus-
tice. He was formerly Governor of the isthmus
under the Colombian regime, and a gentleman who
speaks English and Spanish with equal facility.
His colleague is Judge Gudger, who is a brother
of Congressman Gudger, of North Carolina. Judge
Gudger was consul general on the isthmus for four
years, and speaks Spanish fluently, and by reason
of his experience as consul general has made him-
self very familiar with the local laws of Panama.
The third judge lives at Colon, and is Judge Collins,
who for two terms presided as judge of the Supe-
rior Court in Chicago. It would be difficult to se-
lect a better court than this one for the duties
which it has to discharge. It Is true that the law
as between individuals in the zone is the law of
Panama—that is, the civil law as derived from Span-
izh sources. The criminal law, however, was enact-
ed by the Canal Commission in a criminal code like
that of one of our Staies, and the code of procedure |
is also of American origin. It is not true that
the people who are brought before the court gen-
erally speak Spanish. As a maiter of fact, the
great majority of the negro laborers are Jamaleans,
and they speak English. The American officials,
of whom there are about two thousand, of course,
speak Bnglish. It is necessary, therefore, to have
a court in which both English and Spanish are |
understood.

Coming next to the charge that the officlals on |
the lsthmus wers appointed through Congress or
other political influence, it is sufficient to say that
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negro labor, the healthfulness of a city, the proper
place to put dredges, the proper amount of capacity
to obtain from steam shovels, the character of the
administration of justice, the proper position ofotels
along the line of the road, the guestion whether a
sewer system should be adapted to Panama at all,
or whether the sewer system as established was
sufficient for the purpose. Nor does it seem to
offer the abundant opportunity for examining op-
Posing witnesses on controverted issues which the
:mer of the article assures us that he had. The

many things on the spot’ which he says he was
able to examine must, therefore, be taken with
some qualification. In view of the time which this
critic—a man with no knowledge of engineering
whatever—took to decide all the questions which
arise in the construction of the canal and pro-

physicians in the sanitary department have gen-

| erally been transferred from the army medical

corps, the navy medical corps, or the medical corps
of the United States Marine Hospital Service, and
they have proved to be bfave, earnest and most
efficient men. ¢ ;

NO INCOMPETENCY AND NEGLECT.

I come now to the charges of misconduct or
acts evidencing incompetency and neglect in the
officials in charge of the work. There is a charge
of delay by red tape in the construction of build-
ings on the isthmus. This is shown to be untrue
by the statement cf the chief engineer, who Is
more familiar with the facts than any one else
can possibly be. It is charged that a grievous
error was made in the placing of a large hotel
at Corozal, within three miles of Panama; that
it was placed in a swamp and “‘a hog wallow,” and
that because of its unhealthy site it is wholly un-
occupied. With respect to this I can testify per-
sonally that T have seen the hotel, that it stands
upon high ground, and that the drainage about it
is good. The former swamp of which complaint is
made was a considerable distance away from the
hotel, and has been well drained, as Mr. Stevens
testifies. Mr. Stevens adds that he knows the
hotel to be full. It is quite possible that in the
middle of the day the hotel appeared empty, be-
cause those who occupy it are the employes of the
commission, whose work is generaily in Panama,
and who leave it in the morning and return to it in
the evening.

It is alleged on the authority of an, engineer,
whom the writer of the article consulted, that the
dredges in the Culebra Cut were not working to 2
per cent of their promised capacity, and that one
of them had capsized because of the slipping of
the earth from under it. This I presume may be
taken gs an indication that the writer of the ar-
ticle, abundant as his opportunities for observa-
tion were, did not visit the Culebra Cut, because if
he had done so he would have known that there
are no dredges within a long distance of the Culebra
Cut, and that the instruments there being used are
Of course, an error by which one
calls a steam shovel a dredge is not significant in
a layman who professes to kKnow nothing of en-

| gineering or of construction work, but when the

layman professes to pass on nice engineering ques-
tions and to state that all engineering difficulties
in the construction of the canal have vanished, or
that deliberately formed plans of competent en-
gineers are outrageously amateur, as the writer of

| this article does not hesitate to do, it would seem

unfortunate for him not to be able to tell the dif-
ference hetween a steam shovel and a dredge.

The answer to the charge is that the excavation
which is being made is not being made under eir-
cumstances in which it is expected that the shovels

| shall be used to their utmost capacity. They are

being used in the construction of roads at different
levels up to the place where the real excavation is
to be begun. Mr. Stevens's answer upon this point
is full and satisfactory.
SEWER SYSTEM OF PANAMA.

Finally, criticism is made of the sewer system of
Panama, and the question is asked why any sewer
was bullt at all. Tt may be that there are some
cities o situated that sewer systems are not to be
attempted, though in every city of any progress
that T know such a system is deemed to be best.

| The city of Panama is quite high enough above the

cea to give a sufficient fall for a gravity sewer,
and the tidal ebb and flow of twenty feet is quite
strong enough to carry the sewage out to sea and
beycnd the risk of injury to health. The sewer
system was entered upon because the treaty re-
quired the government of the United States to col-
lect and dispose of sewage in Papama. It was de-
signed by an engineer of large experience in sewers,
appointed by Chief Engineer Wallace; the design
was approved by Mr. Wallace, and subsequently,
after protest was made against it, the design was
examined by Chief Engineer Stevens and was ap-
proved by him. The statement that the water has
t it has failed to discharge
e sewer Chief Engineer

the proper functions of th
And this is the answer

Stevens says iz not true.
to the charge.

It is next charged that quarantine officials econ-
strue the law and enforce it as far as possible to
interfere with commerce. This is utterly un-
founded. The Isthmus of Panama is being rapidly
frecd from danger of yellow fever and other con-
tagious diseases by an effort unprecedented in the
history of the world. It {s surrounded on every
side h.\' disease breeding ports, from which vellow
" oholera, smallpox, diphtheria and bubonic
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Again, it is charged that an impertinent health
officer, prejudiced against an old negro woman, Te-
out her rain water. This is pre-
uthority of the old woman. I
for answering a gharge resting
It is quite certain that
reason she might be re-
as water promoting the genera-
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Again, it is charged that the American medical

purchased in America
which a Panama official wished to purchase in Ger-
many at a cheaper rate. It is sufficient to say, with
reference to this charge, that the commission and
all the officials are directed in the purchase of
goods that they shall purchase where the market
is cheapest, but that as they are Americans, and
as ihey are more familiar with American markets
than elsewhere, and that as transportation from
is easier than from elsewhere, it is quite

reasonable that the great bulk of purchases should

be made in America.

Again, an exploded slander against the commission,
that under its authority a boatload of black women
were imported from Martinique for immoral pur-
poses, is repeated by the writer of the article,
When the statement was made on the floor of the
I authorized its denial as false and for-
Senate the documents upon which
that denia! rested. In order that they may be of

! easy reference, I append them to this letter. I re-
| peat that this statement is wholly false.

Finally, 1 come to the charges specifically made
against the Secretary of War. They consist in a
refusal to accept the guidance of Mr. Tracy Robin-
son in visiting the purlicus ¢f Coion, and a refusal
to have an interview with Mr John L.undie, chief
engineer of the electric and refrigeratinz piant in
Panama. To the first ¢harge 1 plead guilty. My
communication with these persons was by letter.
1 append the correspondence, which speaks for 1t-
self and explains the reason for my failure to grant
Mr. Robinson’s request. I may note that the writer
of the article seeks to give the impression that Mr.
Lundie's application for an interview was made in
the interest of the negro laborers on the isthmus.
The correspondence shows how unfounded this is,
and that in fact Mr. Lundie did not ask for an in-
terview at all

LITTLE CHANCE FOR OBSERVATION.

Having thus gone over and stated the evidence
which contradicts the charges made by the writer
of the article, T now come to weigh the conflicting
testimony and to examine into. the opportunities
for observation which the writer of the article had,
[ learn from the isthmus that the writer arrived in
pPgnama on the Royal Mail steamer Trent from
Jamaica, and left by the same steamer. The

| steamer docked at 10 o'clock on the morning of

November 30, and sailed at 2 o'clock on the after-
noon of December 1. Assuming that after landing
and docking the writer at once began work, it is
not unfair to say that his opportunities for observ-
ation were limited to twenty-eight hours, includ-
ing daytime and nighttime. It would seem not to

| ba a very long period in which to look carefully

into and determine the character of the engineering
difficiilties of the greatest constructive enterprise
yet undertaken by man, the eficiency of tropical

n them of altogether yanishing difficulty, he
should not take exception to the seven or eight days
which twelve of the most distinguished engineers
in the world in canal construction devoted to the
same task,

But the writer of the article will answer, “I did
not deperd upon my own observations alone, but I
consulted witnesses’”; and he certainly did. Two
witnesses we are able to identify. The otherg are
unnamed, and most of them are negroes from the
West Indies, whose names, history, character, repu-
tation or profession the writer of the article in all
probability did not know. The two witnesses whom
we Wentify are Mr. Tracy Robinson and Mr. John
Lundie, and 1 propose now to examine the impar-
tiality and the freedom of bias of these witnesses.

Mr. Tracy Robinson is the owner of property in
Colon. I do not charge that the rents he collects
are too high; I do not know. I am reliably in-
formed that he is one of those who has raised his
rents on the ground of improved conditions in
Colon. He is, however, pecuniarily interested in
having invested in Coloh as much government
money as possible, to improve his holdings in that
city. He has lived forty years in Colon, and most
of it when the town was in a condition far worse
than it is now. His animus against the government
is because it devoted its first attention to the ex-
penditure of money in Panama and thus raised the
value of property in that city, and, secondly, that
in the enforcement of the health regulations by
the sanitary department in Colon he found it nec-
essary to complain that his vested rights were
being interfered with, although what he was re-
quired to do was only that he should observe the
necessary rules of hygiene on his property. He is
willing to have sanitary regulations enforced
against his neighbors. Thirdly, Mr. Robinson ap-
plied to the former chairman of the commission for
an appointment with not Jess than $5,000 a year sal-
ary: was offered the mayoralty of Cristobal at
$1,800, but declined it with indignation as being
unworthy his talent and sceial standing. He again
applied to Governor Magoon for a position, and
was informed that there were no vacancies. Sub-
sequently he asked to be made superintendent of
schools of the zone, and was not appointed because
Governor Magoon thought his age ard temperament
unfitted him for the position. Mr. Robinson is an
elderiv gentleman, with nothing to do but to col-
lect rents and to talk to strangers who visit his
town, and is the source of many prejudiced re-
ports against the government coming from the
isthmus.

The other witness whom we can identify is Mr.
Johp Lundfe.

MOTIVE BEHIND CHARGES.

Mr. Lundie {s the chief engineer of the ice and
electric plant. It has a capital of §250,000. which was
furnished partly by Americans and partly by Pana-
manans. Mr. Lundie understood, correctly, that
the government expects 1o erect at Colon its oTvn
refrigerator plant, and that it proposes to f'n'ms'h
its own electric light. I believe that Mr. Lundie's
company now derives some business from the gov-
ernment. Mr. Lundie objects seriously to the gov-
ernment's furnishing its own light and ice, and in-
sists that it is the duty to patronize his company. It
was to enter this protest that he wrote to me while
I was on the isthmus, When he found that his argu-
ments upon this point were thought not to be weighty
enough to prevent the government from carrying
out its plan he wrote to you. Mr. President, a letter
which exhibits the spleen and insolence of the man
and the extent to which prejudice will carry him in
making unfounded statements. I append his letter
to you, together with his (‘ox;respondem-e with me
and with the canal commission. It is noteworthy
in this connection that not only are the statements
of fact contajned in this letter repeated in the
magazine article under discussion, but some of the
reckless and impudent vocabulary of the letter ap-
pears in the article without change. This makes it
quite certain that a copy of Lundie’s letter to you
was shown to the writer of the article. The writer's
willingness to draw his facts from such a fountain
of manifest malice, injured vanity and disappointed
ambition as Lundie’s letter completely refutes his
good faith in asserting his wish to find and state
the truth

The writer of the article says that he proposes to
<tate the truth from the standpoint “neither of an
officeholder nor an office seeker. much less that of
a disappointed contractor or an invalided laborer ;
that “he has had abundant opportunity to hear the
views of opposing witnesses’’ and was in a position
“to examine on the spot many things so far con-
spicuous for their absence in so-called ‘official’ and
authoritative reports.” It will be observed that
from the beginning to the end of the article the
writer shows that instead of seeking evidence from
the officials responsible for the work on the isthmus
he deliberately avoided consulting them or giving
them any opportunity whatever to state their
knowledge or explanation of the facts which he
says had attracted his attention. When the actual
facts are compared with the statements in tuis
article it gives rise to doubt what the real ex-
planation of the article is—whether it was written
from such a wanton motive as actuates a pure sen-
sation monger or whether it arises from the exag-
gerated eccentricity of mind which furnishes both
an excuse and an explanation. Very respectfully
yours, WM. H. TAFT, Secretary of War.

PIPE LINE FOR CANAL ZONE.

Secretary Taft Recommends License fo
Union 0il Company.

Washington, Jan. 10.—Secretary Taft has recom-
mended to the President that he sanction the issue
of a revocable license to the Union Oil Company of
California to construct and maintain a pipe line
across the canal zone. There. were six applicants
for such a right, but the company named is the
only one which specified the price of the oil if used
by the government and whose offer was otherwise
sufficiently definite and reasonable. Tt i, however,
expressly provided that the license shall not he ex-
clusive, so that other companies may hereafter com-
pete for the business. The company undertakes to
pay $500 a month, to be applied to school purposes
in the canal zone, and to permit the government to
draw on its pipe line at any point for oil at %
cents a barrel. The company 2lso undertakes to
complete the line by August 1, and to build in
American shipyards suitable tank steamers to sup-
ply, in addition to its present large fleet, the neces-
sary means of conveying the oil to the pipe.

CANAL BUILDING BY CONTRACT.

Proposed in a Bill Introduced in the House
by Representative Madden.

Washington, Jan. 10.—The construction of the
Panama Canal by contract under the direction of
army engineer officers i{s provided for in a bill in-
troduced to-day by Representative Madden. of 1lli-
nois. Under the terms of the bill all engineering
work is to be done by the engineering department
of the army, with the supervision of the Isthmian

Canal Commission. All work of construction, ex-
cavation and defence is to be done by contract
entered into with the lowest responsible bidder.

e
MALARIAL FEVER IN CANAL ZONE.
Victoria, B. C., Jan. 10.—The steamer Ellerio ar-
rived here yesterday, thirty-two days from Ancon,
with three of her créw sufféring from fever. Cap-

tain Findley says there Is a great deal of malarial
fever in the canal zone.

NO REHEARING FOR MRES. CHADWICK.

U.S. Court of Appeals Denies Motion of
Cleveland Swindler.

Cincinnanti, Jan. 10.—<The motion for a rehearing
of the appeal for a new trial on behalf of Mrs.
Casste L. Chadwick, of Cleveland, was denled in
the United States Court of Appeals here to-day.

The Court of Appeils some weeks ago sustained
the judgment of the District Court at Cleveland,
Ohio, which found Mrs. Chadwick guilty of con-
spiring to wreck a national bank, and sentenced her
1o serve ten years in the Ohio genltenlilr): Tha
petition for rehesrll‘:! maintained that the charge
of conspiracy was ‘borpe out by the evidence,

INSURGENTS WEAKER.

Good Prospects for Philippine and
Statehood Bills.

; [From The Tritune Bugeau.]
Washington, Jan. 10.—Speaker Cannon was
inclined to be somewhat gleeful to-day over his
victory in the contest with Representative Bab-
cock—a victory which is becoming almost hourly
greater. The Speaker said he had rounded up
almost all the “colts,” but must devote a few
hours to corralling “a small parcel of the more |
obstreperous youngsters.” !
When asked to name the striplings he referred
to the Speaker replied that there were young
Nehemiah Sperry, of Connecticut; the youthful |
General Ketcham, of New-York, and “that ’
youngster, Keifer,” of Ohio. When the Speaker |
has brought these lost sheep into the fold he will |
feel that his work as a shepherd is practically |
completed, and that the remainder of “‘the boys”
may be counted on to return to the reservation i
and get in line for the general distribution of
rations without much more work on the part of
the whip, Mr. Watson. :
The purpose of Representative Payne to move
to close the general debate on the Philippine
Tariff bill on Friday was abandoned this morn-
ing at 2 conference between the Republican floor '
leader and the Speaker. It was found that there
were & good many Republicans who desired to
discuss the bill further, and as the insurgents
are walking in and throwing down their arms

"almost hourly it was deemed good politics to ex-

tend the time for the debate and “let the boys
talk” as long as they held to their text. It is
believed that the debate can be closed next |
Monday, but no definite programme has been
determined upon, and no effort will be made
to set a day for a vote until it is evident that |
the orators have practically exhausted the sub-
Ject. |

As soon as the Philippine till is disposed of
the Statehood measure will be ta'ken up, and the
leaders now have every confidence that the com-~
mittee measure will pass \ ithout amendment.
Representative Babcock, however, has not been
letting the grass grow under his feet in the
Statehood affair. He has apparently’abandoned
all hope of defeating the Philippine bill, and is I
concentrating his fire on the Statehood rule |
which the leaders intend to bring in with the |

bill. Mr. Babcock is circulating a paper pledg- |
in~ its signers to vote against any rule which |
wouid prevent amendment of the Statehoed bill,

and he professes to haye forty-seven signatures

already, aithough the leaders are somewhat

skeptical regarding the number.

A vigorous speech in favor of the Philippine
tariff bill by Mr. Dalzell, of Pennsylvania,
opened the proceedings in the House to-day. It
was ‘followed by several others against the
measure, the most notable of which was an ad- |
dress by the veteran Mr. Keifer, of Ohlo, an |
ex-Speaker, who returns to the House after a |
retirement of twenty years. Mr. Keifer ex-
pressed “stand pat” doctrine of the strongest

type, and said he should oppose the pending bill |

because it was a concession to Democratie prin- |
eiples.
tions of earlier days, and recefved close atten-
tion and liberal applause from both sides of the
chamber.

Just before the session closed the incident of
the ejection’ from the executive offices of Mrs.
Minor Morris was made the subject of discus-
sion by Mr. Sheppard, of Texas. A brief reply
was mada by Mr. Grosvenor, of Ohio, who dep-
recated sending out sensational reports. |

INQUIRY BEGINS TO-DAY.

Sccretary Taft To Be Heard First
by Senate Committee.

Washington, Jan. 10.—Inquiry by the Senate |

into Panama Canal affairs will begin to-morrow.
Secretary Taft will be heard at a special meet-
ing of the Committee on Interoceanic Canals,
and it is expected that his testimony will en-
lighten the committee as to the most effective
method of getting infermation needed for the
formation of a definite programme for the in-
vestigation.

Senator Millard, chairman, called at the offices
of the canal commission to-day and had a talk

with Chairamn Shonts and Chief Engineer Stev- |

ens, to arrange for Mr. Stevens's appearance

before the commitee. The Senator sald it was
the desire of the committee to hear Mr. Stevens,
and he was informed that Mr. Stevens was
anxious to return soon to the isthmus. It was
accordingly arranged that he be called next
Tuesday. The committee also desires to hear
Major Gallagher. who has just been relieved
from duty as assistant purchasing agent and
ordered to the Philippines, and he will be heard
early In the inquiry.

Chairman Shonts informed the Senator that
he desired the investigation to he most exhaus-
tive and thorough ,but thought it important that |
the hearings be hurried. so that a conclusion
may be reached as quickly as possible.

S el
MISSOURIAN WINS.

Shartel Succeeds in Increasing Pos-
tal Facilities of His State.

[From The Tribune Bureau.}

Washington, Jan. 10.—A splendid example of
Western “hustle” has just been furnished by
Representative Cassius M. Shartel, ;he new Re- |
publican member of Congress from the 15th |
District of Missouri, an example which mem- |
bers of the New-York delegation in the House
may ponder over with profit. Mr. Shartel, who
has for some years been a prominent banker and '
business man of Neosho, has by persistent and |
intelligent work secured a special mail train |
running southwest from St. Lduis and tapping a
country hitherto without adequate malfl facilities.
By the installation of this train about twelve
hours is saved in the distribution of mail, news-
the orders of business men, which

|
i
i
papers, ete., |
hitherto reached St. Louls in the afternoon, now |
arriving on the first mail in the morning, in time |
to be filled the same day, and the St Louns;
papers reaching many homes before breakfast |
where before they did not arrive until late in}

|

|

the day.
Representative Shartel, who as a banker has

long enjoyed business relations in the East, did |
not wait to be sworn in as a member of the |
House, but came to Washington last summer |

and made several calls on the officials of the
Postoffice Department, finally enlisting the
sympathy of the Postmaster General, and by
his energetic and intelligent presentation of the
case has accomplished a benefit for his State
which, at the outset of his career, promises to
make him one of the most prominent and pop-
ular members of Congress from his State.

Many members of the New-York delegation in
the House are working, in season and out, to
accomplish greatly needed reforms in the postal
service of their State, and especially of New-
York City, but thus far no such success as has
crowned the efforts of Representative Shartel |
has been achieved, possibly because Mr. Shartel |
took time by the forelock and began his cam- |
paign for improved postal faciiities early in the
summer, when Congress was not in session and '
the postal officlals had more time to heed such |
demands than is at their disposal at this time of

the year. e

REPORTS ON ISLE OF PINES TREATY.

Divergent Views Expressed in Foreign Re- |

lations Committee. t

Washinzton, Jan. 19.—Two reports on the hlez

of Pines treaty were takep up to-day by the Sen-
ate Committee on Foreign Relations. Both reports
came from a sub-committee which considered the
treaty together with the various protests from |
Americans on the island against ratification. Sen- |
ator Foraker made a report favoring ratification
of the convention, which would convey the title
of the island to Cuba. The other revort is signed

Senator -Morgan, and argues (hat the United
States is under obligation to American investors on
the island to retain the title. The variety of views
expressed indicated that {t would be some time be-
fore an agreement on the treaty couid be reached.
There was a disposition, however, to dis of

this convention before the one ting to lo,
?omlnso is taken up again.

by

His speech was replete with recollec- |
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FOR CONSULAR REFORM.

Favorable Report Ordered on Mr.
Lodge’s Amended Bill.

|  Washington, Jan. 10.—The Senate Committee on

Foreign Relations to-day c¢ luded considera:
tion of Senator Lodgé®s bill for the reorganization
of the consular service and authorized its author
to report it faverably as amended.

The committee amendments are sweeping and
are intended to eliminate as far as possible ob-
jections made by Democratic Senators that the
bill will establish a system of civil service under
| which Republican efficlals may continue in office
| indefinitely. As reported, the bill provides for the

grading of consuls general and consuls, and au-

thorizes the President to transfer appointees to
all classes according to the interest of the service,

It makes"‘,seven classes of consuls general at sal-
| aries ranging from $12,000 for London and Paris

| dewn to $3,000 for the lowest grada.
! Consuls are divided into ten classes, at salaries
ranging from $8,000 for Liverpool to $3,000 for con-
sulates of the lowest grades. The grade of com-
mercial agent is abolished The prowvision making
the Secretary of State the chief of the Consular
Bureau and the chief examiner of the Civi] Service
Commission a board of examiners for admission
to the service s stricken out. Appointments are to
be made in accordance with the present system,
the provision of the original bill which authorized
the President to designate men to fill vacancies as
consul general or consul above class No. 6 from
the two classes next below having been rejected.
Provision is made for the appointment of five in-
spectors of consulates to be kno:n l-; eonlnbm Th'::;
y o
eral at large, and to receive gﬂn s eﬁbﬁ et

men are to be appointed by ths Pr
members of the consular force.

TOBACCO MEN TO FIGHT.

Connecticut Growers Defeat Mr.
Frye, and Will Oppose Bill.

New-Haven, Conn., Jan. 10 (Special).—The di-
vision among the State tobacco growers over the

tobacco shipped to this country resulted yester-
day in the retirement of President Frye from
his position as the leader of the growers, the
election to his seat of Thaddeus Graves, of Hat-
field, Mass, and the passage of a resolution op-
posing the reduction. In other words, President
Frye, who has been a strong fighter for the Hil
amendment against most of his cordreres, has
been defeated, and the New-England tobacco
men have ranged themselves against his posi-
tion and that of Representative Hill. This re-
sult was expected vesterday before the tobacco
men met. It was understood that the feeling
was so strong against Mr. Frye and Congress-
man Hill that the former would have been re-
tired if he had not resigned. This is regarded
by Mr. Frye's friends as a distinct backward
step by the association.

The forme: divislon among the tobacco grow=
erg, now made into an alliance against the re-
duction on the tariff rates, leaves Congressman
Henry and probably Senator Bulkeley standing
for the tobazco men. with Senator Brandazee

and the remaining Congressmen against them.
The whole situation is a peculiar one and marks

cleavage between Connecticut represen-

i
i
I proposed reduction in the tariff on Philippine
|
|

::33: 'ln Washington in many years,
. ——'——*———_
MR. OVERSTREET TO RETIRE.
Discouraged by Appointment of Senator Bev«

eridge’s Candidate.

Washington, Jan. 10.—Representative Overstreet,
of Indiana, secreiary of the Republican Congres-
sional Campaign Commiittee, anhounced to-day that
the President's fatlure to allow him to name the
Surveyvor of the Port of Indianapolis had discour-
aged him so badly he would not again serve on the
committee.

When asked if he fntended to resign from the
committee Mr. Overstreet sald: “No, I shall not
resign. But I shall not accept re-election to the
committes. What's the use? I'm not doing this for
spite, but I had only one appointment, and when
that's taken away there’s nothing left for me.”

The present Congressional Campalgn Committee’s
term will expire in a short time, and the State com-

| mittees will elect members to look after the elections
| next fall. Mr. Overstreet has been a member for ten

years. In a statement fssued by Mr. Overstreet
to-day he discusses the failure of President Roose-

! velt to appoint Frank D. Stalnaker, his candidate

for the Indlanapolis surveyorship, and the appoint-
ment of L. G. Rothschild, Senator Beveridge's can-
djdate. He says the surveyorship has always beeh
~sgarded as the patronage of the Indianapolis

R tative, and that Senator Beve has
| more than his share of federal olllco;. in nabl::-
n

8
apnlis. After stating that he feels
bmly treated by the President, Mr. Overstreet de-
clares that he has no personal feeling and will let
the incident close with his statement.

It is understood that t Roosevelt wrote
a letter to Mr. Overstreet saying he had promised
e e ama 41 mot fool that e cobl

int Mr. Rothsc . Aan not feel that +
Pecede from that promise. he com

SLIGHT EARTH SHOCK AT VIENNA.

Vienna, Jan. 19— A slight shock of earthquake
was recorded hiere last night. It caused no damage
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