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Life and Deeds of Man’s Wise, Intrepid
Assistants in the Far North

enough knowledge and brains to enable him to
step into the first place when the leader begins to
show signs of exhaustion. Then the latter fails
back and trots at the side of the sled until he is
rested. The good leader balks at dropping back
to a position among the workers, as a rule absolutely
refusing to move a step when he is reduced from the
leadership.

In that position he must not only be a master
in finding the trail with unerring instinct, though
even a long expenence

proves unable to follow its crooked course, but he

“sourdough musher’s”
£

must also know every tone of his driver’'s voice as
he shouts his cabalistic orde the tone in which
the command given meaning almost as much
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he can trot at the
head of the line as a
full - fledged leader.
Still he may be a
master of the Ilan-
guage and learned in
the wisdom of the
trail, yet be only a
good leader. To be-
come a great leader,
he must have all this
knowledge, and in ad-
dition re-
sourcefulness cun-
ning, sagacity and a
grit that will not
falter even when the
biting wind sweeping
down from the Arctic
hills drives the frozen
snow into his faithful eyes. Such dogs were Ki-yi
of the Atlin Trail, Laddie leader of the Royal
Mail team, Italian Bob of the Northwest Mounted
Police, and Bonnie of the Fortymile Trail—dumb
beasts, but possessing a wisdom and courage truly
heroic.

To the training of a leader the ‘‘musher” gives
his best efforts, the undertaking being one requiring
patience and tact, as well as a thorough knowledge
of the ways of the trail. Sometimes the young dog
and a veteran are harnessed together to a sled, and
the older animal in obeying the shouted command
teaches the novice the meaning of each order; or
the dog is simply put at the head of a team and
forced to learn by actual experience. Some gain
the knowledge in a week's time or less, while others
are not so apt; but in the case of the former it must
be remembered that the Northern dog lives in an
atmosphere of ‘‘mushing,” in consequence often
picking up considerable knowledge of trail language
before the end of his puppyhood.
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B 1d the leader in the team come the laboring
dogs, whose only requirements are brute strength
and grit. They do not need special training, the
novice being thrust into the harness and
learning his simple duties. The worst punishment
that can befall these workers, from their own views
point, is to be taken from the traces and not allowed
to help in hauling the sled. To them it is worse
whipping, and when one has been
it manner, whining piteously
ins alongside the team, he tries at
opportunity to push his head
ugh the vacant After
awhile the ‘*“musher” lets him return to
the harness, and for days he is one
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of the hardest workers in the team.
The laziest cur that ever attempted
to shirk his share of the trail's toil
iel 1 liately to such treatment,
rutal beating would make
v no impression on hi if

indeed it did not make him worse.
Ti lv common workers, the
1d the leader take a certain

in their positions, and one whic h
has been broken to a certain place in

the line sometimes will refuse to pull if

he should happen to be transferred.
There are three divisions
among the dogs of the North: the
tricky ized malamute, a wolf-
dog face is distorted
by a . the fierce husky,
also \ 1 animal of tremen-
dous strength and vicious propensities
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The Hushy Is the Ishmaelite of the Snow-1rail.
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