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\u25a0 efore the curtain, politely acknowl* d.-. '1

the kindness of the audience and the succi

md winked. The audience quietly lai
to him in the mosi friendly and sympathetic
.M.I Wallack retired

I- is hardly necessary to say thai a first-night
: -i or in any other part ol Europe

Everyone i
- familiar

viith ; There are interruptions, sometimes
i frequently running

:,-lv wit! A little incidi
11., ater, Londi I me much, and

having nothing to >h< with the

I md the interests ol th<
: \ii extra row of stall- had been p

I \u25a0\u0084 the pil back, and there was a distui
in the pil before the orchestra came in whii \u25a0

tinued for sometime after the < urtain \u25a0

gallery, not being interested in this special

called ciferously: "Pit. be quiet!" The
gallen finally conquered the pit and insisted upon
the pi linj-

This active public interesi in the theater in Lon-
1 proprietorship, .-r part-
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U I> Pli-..-inl;to WMch H.,djk Oo lo M..rK*t

LIFTING one thin pink leg after the
other with the majestic stage strut
of a provincial Hamlet, Baba

Hadji perambulates Hamadieh, the bus-
ii quarter of old Ismid, the ancient
capital <>!' Asia Minor, venerated and
admired by .ill beholders. He is ai once
that city's pet, mas. ot and patron saint,
hobnobbing with the boys and .uirN on

their way t<> school, accepting the
salaams <>f staid officials and swarthy
merchants withcatholic impartialii y and
becoming dignity, and bulldozing into
immediate submission the hord< - "t

mangy and disheveled curs, those irre-
pre >ii>le scavengers of every Oriental
city.

While Hadji continues his self ap-
pointed guardianship, the city is sate;

for. as every true believer will tell you,
where "Father Pilgrim" takes up his
;il"'l.' there peace and plenty dwell; tor
is not the stork also one <>l the faithful,
visiting each winter the Kaaba at Mecca
(hence his name "Hadji" -Pilgrim), re-
turning with the spring to nesi and rear
its young in the denies oi village
mosques, the spreading branches <ii the
cemetery cypress-trees <>r en the chim-
neys of tin- dev<nit ?

While there are plenty of other storks
i': Ismid- as witness the old cypress-tree
in the village cemetery where thr< • <.:rt-
wheel nests furnish a sort of communal
dwelling

—
Hadji is the only oik- who lias

ever taken to the curb, associating famil-
iarly with the business men in all 'heir
daily avocations. Though on terms of
intimate friendship with Ali the grocer,
Hussein the cafeji, nd Hakir the ma-
hale! i vender, he reserves his warmest
demonstrations of affect ion lor the good-
natured butcher Achmed Chaoush.
Hadji has a fine taste m mutton, and
having been hospitably entertained by
Achmed in times past lias continued
to bestow upon him his daily patron-
age.

It is a pleasing sighi to watch Hadji
go to market. Putting on his stagiest
stride, he advances upon the open '•••til. where
carcasses of lamb hang discreetly veiled from the
hungry flies. If Achmed is there Hadji receives
his favorite cut and withdraws.

1: the master of the shop is absent, Hadji
waits a reasonable lime, then summons him.
Spreading Ins wings wide and throwing back
his head so as to touch his hack, he rapidly
strikes together the two mandibles of his great
bill, producing a clatter not unlike the sound of
castanets. This he keeps up until served to his
satisfaction.

In Northern Albania, when a mother whose child
has been horn with a running sore sees the lirst
stork, she places a simic mi her baby's head, saying:
"Head thy poultice! Head this tone!" and the
sore begins to heal from that instant.

The Greek children, hen they see the storks
coming, sing a vi^ beginning: Welcome stork,
O Father Pilgrim!" while the Armenians have a
charming folk-song, though full of sadne.ss as ire
all their ballads:

BABA HADJI, OILID ISMED'S MAS T
By lEinmniraa P^dd!o<c]}l lielfoirdl
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