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THE LADIES' BEST FRIEND.

H

HOT© THE. EARTH'S depths

river, and the main galleries lighted by

electricity. Tourists can now explore
the cavern in perfect safety, and even

have lunch underground, for the guardian
has litted up a neat little- restaurant about
fifty feet below the surface

This cave is well worth a visit, for the
forest of huge stalagmites over sixty
feel high and the stalactites reflected ni

the pure unruffled surface of the river
and illuminated by powerful arc lamps,

in.ike a spectacle too magnificent to be
described in words.

By the way, I may mention another
1, \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 nd connected with this cavern. When

Joan of Arc drove the English out of
France, so goes the story, some of the
English soldiers took refuge in this
cavern and brought with them an enor-
mous sum in gold sewed in a calfskin.
How they got into the cave, and whether
they ever got out again, the legend does
not state; bui at any rate they are said

to have thrown the gold into the sub-
terranean river. When 1 lM.ught the cave
the landlord actually put a clause in the
contract that if 1 ever found the sack of
gold Iwas to give it to him. 1 gravely
promised Iwould; and further that if
1 ever found Old Nick's "orthopedic
shoe" or any other part of his wardrobe
or belongings 1 would give that up too.

Needless to say, Inever did find any-
thing, though 1 dragged the river—not

for gold, but for blind hsh. 1have found
small beetles and spiders, both blind,
hundreds <<i feet below ground. No
plants, however, except fungi, are ever
found any great distance from the shaft.

We have nothing in Europe so large
as your Mammoth Cave of Kentucky.
The Mammoth has been explored to a
distance of ten miles, nd the largest in
Europe is Adelsberg in Austria, six and
a quarter miles; Aggtelek in Hungary,
five and a half miles; ami Kleinhaun lin
Austria, four and a half miles, comes
next ;and the fourth largest is 14ramab.au
in France, which is a furlong or so more
than four miles.

I would like to tell you of the strange
and beautiful sights 1 have seen under-
ground

—
Rabanel, for instance, where I

found an immense hall, like a cathedral,

three hundred and thirty feet long and
nearly live hundred feet high. That re-
minds me that you will perhaps wonder
how Itell the height of a cave's roof.

It is simple enough. Among the multi-
farious things Itake down with me are a
sin illMontgolfier balloon made of strong

thin paper, neatly folded, a .>p"nv.-

a bottle of alcohol. If the ceiling is too
high to be touched with a pole. 1 fasten
tlie sponge to the paper bag. |>our some
alcohol on it, light it, and away goes my
balloon to the roof and carries a thin
silk twine with it. That gives me the
exact height at once-

What made the splendid cave of Raba-
nel look still more like a cathedral was
that at the far end near the roof was a
circular aperture— -another opening that
we did not know of— and as it was over-
grown with plants and the sun was full on
it,the resemblance to the rose-windows
of some grand old fane was remarkable.

Another splendid hall was at Gapina
(iill in Yorkshire, England. A brook
empties itself into the cave through the
only entrance", and I had to go down
three hundred and sixty feel through a
waterfall rather a damp and dangerous
undertaking, as you may imagine- and

could not us,- my telephone, rot the re-
ceiver was lull of water, though Icould
send messages. At the bottom, the water
spread itself over ;i large chamber five
hundred feet long, one hundred feet

wide and ninety feet high. Then ii

fiowed away down a tunnd at one end
of the chamber. Sometimes these under-

ground streams come to the surface again

several miles away.
There is a legend that a shepherd ow e

<lr<>i>j«-<l a whip down the shaft of a cave.
and his sweetheart who lived on the

bank of a brook some miles bdow found
it Boating in the stream a day or two
later. Sin; wrote and told her lover, and
lie replied that he would send her a sheep
by the >ame method. He led the animal
to the brink of the pit; but it struggled

so that the man lost his footing, and it

was his corpse and not the sheep's that
the girl found opposite her cottage door.
Icarry with me a 1-ottle of fluorescein—
a deep dye, extracted from coal tar.

( me part <>f this v. ill tinge twenty million
yjarts of water sufficiently for its presence \u25a0

to be recognized by a machine constructed I
for the purpose. It has led to some
curii 'us exp rimeni -
Ihope Imay tempt American readers

to take tocave hunting. It is a sport that
should just suit your national character-

your pluck, skill and perseverance.
Thai reminds me that two years ago L
visited the interesting cave of Drach, in
Majorca, one of the Balearic Isles.

( hie of the chambers is called the
"

Hall
of the Lost" and one of the stalagmites
hears tins inscription in Spanish: "No
hope remains." It records the adventure
of three men who entered the cave at
six o'clock one morning, lost themselves,
and were rescued at ten o'clock the same
night by an innkeeper who lived near.
Fancy an American or a Briton scrawling
that "no ho|*- remained," when he had
been little more than half a day in prison!
Why, Ishould never have found out in;
thai time that Iwas lost even, so much
of interest is there to see. There is a
fairy lake in that cave on which my little j
l»>at floated for hours amid a virgin :
forest of stalactites and stalagmites
of dazzling whiteness and all sorts of
quaint and beautiful sha |

Just one word in conclusion. As I
have visited every cave worth seeing in
Europe, arid a few in Asia and South
America, 1 o \u25a0 ;ht to have Mime theory as
to the cause of their existence.
geologists think they have been Can
by earthquakes, which in my opinion
i-> absurd ; others say the action of water,
which seems ni"re reasonable and is. I
think, correct m some cases. lint I
believe that in most cases caves have
been formed by the action of carbonic-
acid gas. It rather tells against my
theory, though, that 1 never but once
nut withchoke-damp. That was at Rogue
de Come, when Armand, who was .
first down a second -j.it. asked us to ]
him a safety-lamp, as his candle, winch
he was holding low, would not burn.

(iaupill.it shouted tohim to come back,
and we lowered a candle, which went
out at (\u25a0rue. Another time, as he was
crawling through a "bottle-neck" leading
from one chamber to another. Armand
stuck fast, cutting off our air. Our
candles soon sputtered out, and we began
togasp and choke. At last witha supreme
effort the burly "cork" was got out and
we breathed again.
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