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CHICAGO ENDU

RING A REIGN OF TERROR FROM CRIMINALS.

———

Chicago, Jan. 27 (Special).—The criminal reign
of terror which has lasted practically unchecked
for years reached its climax in the fiendish and
fatal assault upon Mrs. Franklin C. Hollister by
2 young carpenter, Richard Ivens, some days
ago. The inadequate policing of this great
Western city has been and is in a large measure
responsible for the epidemic of crime, but the
fallure of justice to be swift and sure after the
commission of crime and the capture of the
perpetrator is the chief cause for the ‘eriminal
conditions existing here to-day. The mills of
justice in Chicago move exceedingly slow and
ponderously, for with dockets crowded with
thousands of cases only five or six judges are
available to try cases, where nearly three times
that number would barely suffice to do the
business of the courts with even reasonable ex-
pedition. With murder and theft going un-
punished and unrestrained, criminals infest the
city in every quarter, robbing, slugging and
murdering as they will, not only in dark and
isolated places, but on the highways and even
in broad daylight. Fate favors the hardened
criminals here, and they not only do not fear
capture, but in the rare event of capture they
have little fear of punishment. The long time
elapsing between the commission of an atrocious
crime and the capture of the perpetrator makes
him feel immune from punishment and practi-
cally assures him the chances are against his
conviction, because few in the community, ex-
cept the officers of the law, remember the details
of his dastardly deed, so many other crimes hav-
ing been committed in the interim.

Under the system of felony trial and punish-
ment in Chicago the safeguards that the law
intends shall be thrown around the innocent, are
twisted into devices of delay and advantage for
the guilty. A striking illustration of this is
found in the recent trial of Gilhooley and others,
hired sluggers of law defying labor unions, in-
dicted for murderous assaults upon non-union
workers. Eleven weeks were consumed in the
selection of a jury for the trial, the presiding
jJudge permitting the defendants' attorneys 1o
have every advantage which the law intends
shall be extended to supposedly innocent men,
rather than known criminal sluggers. The court
was apparently fearful that if the defence did
not have even more latitude than the law pro-
vides or contemplates in the examination of the
veniremen, the sharp lawyers defending the
criminals on trial would thereby be enabled to
note errors which would be to thelr future ad-
vantage in case of the conviction of thelir clients.
As a result, the defence had every advantage,
and the State, or prosecution, had practically
none. The trial itself, which, fortunately, ended
in the conviction of the accused, was of un-
usuaily long duration, and the State’'s witnesses,
like the veniremen examined for the jury, were
browhbeaten, bulldozed and insulted by the legal
defenders of the murderous thugs, with practi-
cally no interference by the trial judge.

DANGER ALWAYS NEAR.

With the faflure of justice to be prompt and
the police authorities to be vigilant and efficient,
likewise adequate, the citizens of Chicago only
know that life and property here are always in
danger. Owing to the smallness of the police
force thev seldom see a policeman, and know,
too, that hardly one lawbreaker in a hundred is
ever caught. In the year 1905 no less than one
hundred and esixty murders were committed in
Chicago. Fully two-thirds of the perpetrators
are still at large. Of the small number captured
and either imprisoned or tried and convicted,
not one has as yst been sent to the gallows.

The matter of the safety of life and property
has reached that stage, since the murder of
Mrs. Hollister, that citizens are roused to the
pitch of righteous indignation, are holding mass
meetings in every quarter of the city and de-
manding a large Increase in the police force,
more criminal court judges and a perpetual
grand jury to pass upon criminal cases as fast
&as they can be presented. At the present time
women, even in the highly respectable parts of
the city, are afraid to venture out into the
streets alone, not only at night, but in the day-
time.

Just how far the remedial efforts of the au-
thorities will go it is impossible to forecast at

AXhough the late Sir Willlam Harcourt and |
many others of the Liberal statesmen, including |

even Lord Roschery, have for a number of years

past been proclaiming that the abolition or the |

radical reorganization of the House of Lords
would constitute the first and principal reform
which their party would endeavor to Anstitute
on its return to power, and in spite of the fact
that John Burns, the representative of labor in
the new Cabinet, has since his appointment as a
Minister and as a Privy Counclilor announced
to his constituents at Battersea that he was as
strongly opposed as ever to the upper chamber
of the national legislature as now constituted,
there is little likellhood of the present admin-
istration fulfilling its pledges or public
pectations in the matter. Indeed, it has, with
a touch of more humor than Americans, a
rule, are wont to ascribe to their English kins-
folk, secured the elevation from the House of
Commons to the House of Lords of that Phili
Btanhope who, emulating his great grandfathe
the Lord Stanhope famous for his assoclati
with Robesplerre, has until now been the loud-
est and most vehement of all the Radicals in
demanding that the giided chamber of he
ery legislators should be swept
ence. The fact of the matter is that the Lib-
erals have come office burdened with a
deep debt of gratitude to the House of Lords.
For Sir Henry
colleagues may be gaid to owe thelr marvellous
victory in the main to the upper chamber. As
pointed out by the London “‘Spectator,” in its
issue of January 6, there are thousands upon
thousands of Liberal Unionists who have cast
their votes at the polls in favor of the new gov-
ernment only because they feit that the House
of Lords could be depended on to prevent any
Irish Home Rule bill from ever becoming law.
The Unilonist party, which was in office for so
many years, owed its raison d’2tre to the fear
lest Home Rule should be successful
separation of Ireland from England accom-
plished. This dread has now disappeared,
tharks to the conviction which has gradually
impressed itself upon the minds of the Unien-
istz that as long as the House of Lords remains
it will effectually block the passage of any re-
peal of the Union. In one word, the Home Rule
bogey, upon which ex-Premier Balfour and his
colleagues depended so strongly tosinsure the
defeat of the Liberals at the general election,
has been effectively laid by the popular confi-
dence in the hostility of the HMouse of Lords
toward the issue

Of course, it is possible thzt when all th
turns of the contest have been r1eceived an
doubtful elections scttled the clement
in the new House of Commons may find itself
8o strong as to encourage its leaders to form

€x-

as

P
=

eredit -

out of exist-

into

and the

labor

|

e —
—

the vital point in the whole mat-
{de sources of additional revenue
to put more elaborate and successful protec,t‘r::
and punitive measures into force at the z::m,e“
possible time. Continued attacks upon -
almost daily reinforce the cry of tht? penx:i o
Chicago for protection of the innocent an

punishment of criminals.

The murder of Mrs.
on Friday, January 12 last,
serfes committed at the rate of almost one a
more or less eensational and atro-
and though these awfutl
deeds were only a small fraction of a\tlmt‘éelli\?e
of Kkillings occurring in a period ¢ g
months, they were the ones lhval arm:he S
people of Chicago to a realization of

this time, for
ter is to prov

Franklin C. Hollister
was the fifth in a

month, all
cious in ckaracter;

Y ‘es of others. In

stant danger menacing the lives O hart B
the Hnmgor case the murderer fairly walked
pe but in three ot

. . the police,
inte Ehe chatehes ;:xfurdorsv the police are abso-

the other recent e the slayers are. In

ely at sea as to wher v
’(‘::o]?-sfatho most thrilling of these the authin)rlg:s
are completely in the dark as to the yh.“v)“ sy
of the perpetrators. As to the other, the 1 lri o
Gentry murder, the police iet the onmhmlds \P
through their net in the broad light of bﬂ't.
The murderer, Constantine, boldly rode a 0;.1
town in a cab, going from pawnshops to hote‘?
with no apparent effort to hide until ]'e
had fully prepared himself, hours after ‘1'15
crime was known, to leave the city or conceal
himself somewhere inside the limits P One day
the police are close on his trail, having tr_‘acml
him to some suburb; the next day he is bahm-._ni
1o be on board a steamer bound for Italy; still
again he is supposed to be in hiding in the
Italian quarter of Chicago. Always at his heels,
the astute detectives for some reason or other
cannot get close enough to fasten their clutches

on him.
A TERRIBLE LIST.

Taken in their order, the most notable women
murders which as yet defy the Chicago police
for a soiution of the mystery surrounding them
are as follows: ~

Mre. F. A. Mize, slain on August 1905,
about dusk, while out walking with Mrs.
Wilson. a hired companion, not far from her
apartment in the Hyde Park district, on the
South Side. Near the Del Prado Hotel a man
emerged from the shadow, enatched Mrs. Mize's
purse, and when she resisted shot her dead.
Mrs. Wilson, the victim’'s companion, becoming
hysterical when the footpad began the bold-up,
ran a short distance, only returning when the
murdered woman lay upon the walk. Allh‘qugh
ehe had a good look at the slayer, Mrs. Wilson
never could give a good description of him.
Many people were on the street at the time, yet
none have ever been able to furnish a clew to
the assassin. The police arrested a half dozen or
more suspects, but every one was released, no-
body being able to connect any of them with
the tragedy. So that up to the present time the
murderer is still at large, with small hopes of
the police capturing him, unless the fiend gives
himself up.

On November 21 Miss Maude Reese, a stenog-
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rapher employed in tre downtown office of a |

corporation, was slain in her flat by a burglar
she surprised stealing her personal effects. The
woman attempted to seize the thief, and he shot
her dead. The police were informed soon after
the murder had been committed, early in the
evening, but the slayer is gtill a fugitive. Bev-
eral suspects were arrested, but the polica were
unable to fasten the crime upon them.

The foregoing are the murders which still
mystify the police and which will, apparently,
g0 into the local criminal annals as unfathom-
able tragedies.

Beginning {n the order of their occurrence, the
seventeen women murders of record in the last
twelve months are as follows:

January 11, 1906—Mrs. John Mueller and her
two baby girls murdered by her husband. The
slayer made a feeble attempt at suicide, but re-
covered, was tried, convicted and sentenced to
ceath, but escaped the gallows for a time by the
interference of the Governor's reprieve to per-
mit an appeal to the State Supreme Court.

January 16, 1506—Mrs. Ellen Johnson, found
dead on the stairway of a house near her home,
everything pointing to murder. Her husband
was arrested on suspiclon, but was soon re-
leased, as there was no proof to connect him
with the crime. The mystery remains unsolved,

January 21, 1905—Mrs. Charles Sotala, a young
bride, slain by her husband 4t the home of her
mother & few weeks after thelr marriage. Tha
murderer was arrested and i{s awalting trial.

February 26, 1905—Miss Mary Goldberg, the
disowned daughter of a local rabbl and em-
ployved as a performer in a cheap theatre, mur-
dered by James McDonald, her supposed lover,

in a room at the Grand Eastern Hotel. The
muyrderer committed sulcide.
February 1905—Miss Mary C. Mulveil, a

young heiress, killed in daytime in the street by
a city detecdve, D. J. Herman, who killed him-
self a few hours later while the police were

Not Safe for Women to Walk the Streets Alone by Day
or Night—Too Few Police and Great Slowness
in Prosecution, Alleged Causes.

PROGRESS.

The early American had to depend upon the ancient and clumsy arquebuse for the safety
of his wife and children—
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But the modern Chicagoan arms his family with the latest and most approved form of
seven shooter,

—(Chicago Dally News.

searching for him. The victim had repulsed the
officer’'s attentions, he being anxious to marry
her.

February 28, 1205—Mrs. Della Tracey, a young
married woman, slain by a negro youth, “:hn
held her up in daytime near her house. The
murderer was given up by his father, confessed
his erime in court, and was sentenced to the
penitentiary for life. &

March 26, 1905—Mrs. Alfred Oldfield, elain by
her jealous husband at their home. The mur-
derer killed himself.

April 20, 1906—Mrs. Katherine Gurka, stabbed
to death by a thief, who held her up In the street
near her home. The slayer escaped with his
victim's purse, containing a small sum of money,
and is still at large.

August 1905—Miss Amelia Walder, mur-
dered by William Demilow because she refused
to marry him. The slayer committed suicide.

August 13, 1905—Mrs. James Daly, shot to
death by her husband in a saloon where he was
employed as bartender and whither she had
gone to ask him for money to buy food for her-
self and their children. The murderer is in jail
awaiting trial.
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August 23, 1905—Mrs. Mize murdered by a
hold-up man. Sla) at large.
October, 10, 1905—Mrs. Florence Poores,

colored, murdered by Robert Newcomb, also col-
ored, whogse attentions she repulsed. Newcomb
was tried and convicted and is under sentence
of death,

October 20, 1905—Mrs. Clara McCluskey shot
to death in her saloon by May Buckley, her for-
mer partner in business and her rival for the
affections of a man both were in love w
Murderess in jail awaiting trial, but is now
lieved to be insane

November 21, 1905—Miss Maude Reese mur-
dered by a burglar. Slayer still at large

January 5, 1906—Mrs. Carl O. Almberg, wife
of an insurance agent, killed on the street by J.
E. Moeller, a solicitor in the employ of her hus-
band rer committed suicide.

January 6, 1906—Mrs. Arthur Gentry, a well
known artist, popular in certain soclety circles

and the wife of a wealthy mail order man, slain
by Frank J. Constantine, jr., & roomer in her
flat, who was treated as a friend of the family,
but who, it is believed, was a practical stranger
to the victim and her hushand. Constantine, who
has been variously represented as the wild son
of a wealthy New-Yorker and the leader of a
gang of profesional crooks, made his escape.

January 12, 1906—Mrs. Bessle Hollister, wifa
of a wealthy printer, prominent church and
charity worker and cholr singer, slain by Rich-
ard Ivens, a young carpenter.

SUPINE POLICE.

While the Hollister murder was the one which
thoroughly aroused the law-abiding citizens of
Chicago to the necessity of prompt and heroic
measures by the police and other authorities for
the checking of the eriminal reign of terror in
this city, it is by no means the last of record at
the beginning of this year. On the day that the
murder of Mrs. Hollister was discovered, an=
other woman was the viotim of a brute in hu-
man form, in another part of the city. On Sat-
urday, January 13, Mrs. Bertha Toweka, the
wife of a mechanic, in the absence of her hus-
band at work was assailed in her home by &
neighbor, one John Scherer. In attacking the
woman Scherer Inflicted injuries which caused
the woman's death two days later. On the day
of the crime, when her husband returped home
from his work, Mrs. Toweka told him. To-
gether they went to a nearby police station and
related their story to the desk officer. He pald
little or no attention to the complaint, but told
the couple to call around on the Monday fol-
lowing and get a warrant from the police justice,
On that day Mrs. Toweka died, succumbing to
her injuries. The husband had a warrant sworn
out for his wife's assailant, but Scherer, becom-
ing aware on the day of the assault that the
nan had complained to the police, set about
an alibl. He 1s, however, under

arrest

T}n; latter crime added fuet to the flame of in-

>

ation sweeping the city of Chicago, but de-
gébflne the fact that the people are aroused
and the authorities more alert to check the
progress of crime against women, the latter con-
tinue to be the prey of desperate thieves an'l:l
degenerates. On Tuesday night, January 16,
two women were attacked on Oakley Boulevard,
between © and 10 o'clock in the evening. Mrs.
Emma Day, of No. 404 Park-ave, and Miss
Pauline Aman, a neighbor, were assailed by two
men. Mrs. Day, who made a vigorous resist-
ance, was heaten and kicked by her assallant,
who ran, when assistance came to the woman,
and disappeared. Miss Aman escaped from t_he
grasp of the man who had seized her and was
uninjured. Mrs. Day, as a result of her ex-
perience, is confined to her home and is in a
serlous condition.

CHOLERA ROUTES.

How Disease Traversed Germany to
French Frontier.

Paris, January 16.

The French Academy of Medlicine and the
Paris Board of Health have been working to-
gether in the last few months In Investigating
the routes by which the cholera last autumn
traversed Germany and reached the French
frontier near Strasburg. The sanitary author-
{tles are already taking precautions in view of
the possibllity, some say probability, of the
cholera resuming its march westward as soon
as the winter breaks up. Professor Chante-
messe, of the Academy of Medicine, who 1s a
recognized authority on the subject, struck a
warning note in the long and thorough report
on the cholera routes that he drew up in con-
junction with Dr. Borel and Dr. Brouadel, of
the Faculty of Paris, and which he read at the
meeting of the Academy of Medicine on Thurs-
day last. The Inquiry is an exhaustive one, and
is regarded by scientists here as of great value
in enabling the health board to prevent the
cholera wave from reaching France. Professor
Chantemesse traced the progress of the cholera
epidemic that originated in India in 1900, which
reached Mecca and caused great mortality
among the Moslem pilgrims in 1902, and then
went northward again, to Russia, in the winter
of 1904-05, and in March, following the Volga,
attacked most of the larger towns in Astrakan,
Saratof and Samara. On June 8 it broke out
at Vilna, on the Prussian frontler, and still all
the cases were observed to be on the banks of
the Volga and the Dnieper, or on tributaries of
those two rivers. Two months later a casa of
cholera was reported at Kulm on the Vistula,
the victim being a passenger on one of the fleet
of timber hoats and rafts which annually enter
Germany from Russia. Ten days later the eple
demic had spread down the Vistula and along
its tributaries, contaminating most of the vil-
lages and towns standing thereon. At the sams
time it became apparent that the agent for
spreading the disease was not tha rivers In
question, for cases were now reported up-
stream, in the opposite direction, and, reaching
Warsaw, it was making its way back to Russia
by a fresh tack.

The sama year, In September, 1905, a boat-
man on his way through Germany and travel-
ling from the Vistula fell {lI with cholera at
Berlin,

Bo well defined was the movement of the epl-
demio that the authorities were able to establish
with certalnty the manner of its propagation.
The river and canal system of Russia and of
Germany supports a huge floating population,
all engaged in the transport of timber. The
rafts and boats, forming a large fleet, by means
of which the transport is effected, are of a notoe
riously unsanitary description, and were
clearly. the seat of the mtschief, every case that
occurred being unmistakably traced to the pas-
sage of the boats, Twice, also, cases ocourred
due to contagion, when the bacillus had been
carried far from the scene of the outbreaks by
travellers. The first was in Hamburg, when an
emrigrant from one of the infected distriots come
muntcated the disease In the hospital to the
patient {n the next bed to his own; another in

‘the same city occurred In a café situated close

the dread disease to the French frontier, when &
: o

soldier joining the colors at Strasburg, but com

ing from an infected town on the Russian boun-

dary, fell ill with cholera. It was A happy co-
incidence that in both these cases, in Hame
burg and Strasburg, the cases

occurred iny
Just those parts of the population which are
the best regulated, namely, the emigrants and«
the army, and the strict health regulations
force in Germany enabled the patients to be fn-
stantly isolated

The point that Prefessor Chantemesse made 'n
kis report to the academy was the insufficient
character of French legisiation in view of a dan-
ger such as this. German laws have, on the
contrary, placed a perfect weapon in the hands
of the sanitary authorities. At the first sign of
the outhreak quarantine was im-
posed, and whes highly locallzed naturs of
the epidemic was seen, the hoat and rafts men
were forced to make the journey across the em=
pire under closest surveillance and without the
least contact with the shore. As i, indeed, the
coming event had cast its shadow before, the
Reichstag had, just ten months before the out-
break, still further enforced the already exist-
ing special laws for the treatment of pestilential
diseases In the case of suspectsd as well as do-
clared cases. At the same time a kind of decse,
logue was prepared and circulated among

river population, enjoining sanitary rul-Mg
prevention of disease and of polintion of the
streams andsr severe penalities,

For the me the danger was =
The winter set in, and the timber fleet went
winter quarters. Ice bound canals and
made traffic impossible. But with the
when the timbermen once more begin
great migration from east to west how
France prepared to meet the dangery w!'ddi
be at her frontier? The existing law re
the entrance into the country of foreign
grants dates back to 1862, and makes no
vision for cholera, typhus, yellow fever
plague apart from other less serious
In fact, as Dr. Brouade! urged at the
sion of the sitting, there is great need of
diate and special legislation on this pein
Special provisions must be made to meet such :
contingency as the introduction of a disease ke
cholera into the country. And tn De. Broua-<
del'si opinion, as the law now st :
not in a position to take the prom
measures which such an event wur:x‘ldugu for
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Designed to Afford as Little-Resisty
ance to Wind as Possible.

Omahea, Jan. 37 (Spactal). —Perhaps the
looking rallway sar in the world is the new gasoq
lene motor which the Union Paclifie Raflway
recently completed at its shops In this citwm.
design of the car body !s similar to the hull of
racing yacht, and as it tears across the prairies
somewhat resembles an overturned craft
before a gale with its keel !n ths ain n:’g::
end of the car is tapered off to a
roof is rounded off from the top and presents n
flat surface to the atmosphere, The of !‘h:
car 18 also rounded off, thus avolding the
produced by square end cars. In this way
wind resistance Is reduced to a mintrem,
portant faoctor in transportation em the plalnsg
where trains frequently have to duck severs head
winds.

The car is designed to enter local trafo servicgq
west of Omaba. The numerous tests whiah bave
been made in the last fow weeks have emon<
strated its entiro practicability. A number
similar cars will be dDullt this winten, and by
the Union Pucific will be In posttion
do away with its local trains By using these
gle motor cars, or motor cars with a traller ate
tached, the ratlroad company will be atle to give
more frequent service at a decidedly highes .
grfg';:'e?g ‘;::!h:nwixgz yet been attained with lm

ew 8 ago, as t 10 Twomarx,
%m pas);en'gur azen?o??‘t.‘:: (gb.%nh
—_— gu?-rm,'xndont made a trip on one of thesq

As the walght of the car without a load is mor
than tw he v fon aw
is [f’é,.fmé’“efa’hf_f-“‘%’:sﬁ“;».;‘n“’?:?;l“:&'"‘ ety -

W \ > . &
o? th: ’;ngcio:;lr{n;}?:l ’bvx)t :":m":‘fs?f’:l? m(:’ubt:ido
ctor cannot be heard or felt.

te*;:gt I'y t t?;eﬂpg;w;\:m{ of telescoping lbl,o
re preclude nt body ﬂ!’t‘
passengers. The car is e.'n: g . o

resent
maximum speed of about th! ty-five lnm

but with slight changes ft could very
speeded to sixty, e B

D and even seventy, miles an houyr,
S The scheduls f« nge has been .'ua
to the emigrants' camp, A third case brought | maintained on ;.r S&::Sg::exff '!;‘dhunc. rone

Reasons Why Liberals Cannot Yet Carry Out Their

¢ Promises of a Radical Reorganization in

an alliance with the Irish party for the pur-
rose of securing legislation in the direction
of the reform or abolition of the House of
Lords. But, in the first place, it is doubtful !
whether the Cablnet, as now composed, would,

in view of the circumstances of the recent ap-
peal to the people, see its way to support any
such movement measures of that
kind to pass the House of Commons they would

Were even

certainly be rejected by the upper chamber
with a still larger majority than in the case
of the Home Rule bill, and should an ap-
peal on the issue he made to t} people in the
form of a ger al election it swould, according
| to present appearances, t in the establish-

Campbell-Bannerman and his |

| cellor

ment of the House of T«
than ever
the effects of {ll considered

upon

a firmer basis

as constitnting protection

tinst
the

agi

legislation on

part of the House of Commmons. Whatever re-
form may overtake the House of Lords will |
have to come from within its pertals instead of i
from outside, and while it may, perhaps, in
deference to public sentiment institute some
minor changes, such as purging itself of un- |
worthy members, no radical changes need be |
looked for. These are not in keeping with the
traditions and atmosphere of the gilded cham-

or

The peers of the British Empire are to be seen
at thelr best during the pravers with which the

proceedings in the House of Lords are opened
1

every afternoon when Parliasment is in session,
and I do not believe that a more curious and
characteristic spectacle than that which they
present on these occasions can be witnessed i;\
any other legislative chamber of the world.

During the prayers, which are recited by the

junior of the Spiritual Lords present,
in full canonicals as a bishop, with lawn
rochet, hood. etc, every one of the temporal

peers kneels, some of them on the floor of the
House, others on the benches, the Lord Chan-
at the woolsack, presenting much

children performing thelr devotions,
enough, it is only the Spiritual Lords

say, the archbishops and bishops-who do not

think it necessary to kneel. Their graces of
Canterbury and of York, as well as their right
reverend brethren, attired in thelr

l-*]vi.\!'urm:
vestments, without which they may
the House, re

ain seated, and content them-

selves with, merely inclining thelr heads ang

looking
glimpse

clu

very solemn
of this,

The public never has
Even the reporters

the last amen has been pronounced.

There

is one thing which people

and abroad should always remember in

the |
aspect of a lot of baldheaded and graybeardeq
Curiously
that 1s to

not enter

al
are ex-
»d from the gallery of the House until after

both here
con-
nection with the House of Lords, namely, thas
it 15 to the peers that Great Britain and, in a

| the Upper

|

|

tries of the world, are indebted for the recogni-
tlon of popular rights and for the origin of
parllamentary government. It was the barons
by writ in the time of King John who wrested
from that most disreputable of English sover-
eigns what is known as the Magna Charta—the
basls of the British constitution and the foun-
dation of all the prerogatives and rights of the
people. Peers by writ are entirely different
from peers by patent, and enjoy a far greater
degree of prestige than the latter.

s et o e o o\

For peers

greater or less degree, the other civilized coun- ’ '

Chamber.

|

! NEWEST THING IN RAILWAY CARS.
Type of sharp pointed gasolene motor cars for
road will use instead of ordinary local trains

passengers which the Unlon Pacific Rail-
with locomotives on the Western plains.

e —————————————————————————————

by writ are, as a rule, what is known in the
German language as the “Uradel,” and do not

owe the creation of their titles to royal favor. |

They were the great territorial magnates and
feudal chieftains at the time of the establish-
ment of the monarchy, and are styled peers by
writ because the King was wont to summon
them by means of a writ to meet him in coun-
eil and to advise with him on matters concern-
Ing the welfare of the kingdom. It was this
council of peers who considered themseclves In
Lolat of nobility and lineage fully equal to the

| pens to be

|

! the House of Lords is o
| have

sovereign himself, and

who
themselve therefors styled

S the monarch’s “peers” which con-
stituted the origin of the British Parliament
the most ancfent national legislature now lr;
existence, and on the lines of which almost
every modern legislature is more or less mod-
elled. Pecerages by patent, such as are al
created nowadays, are of far less ar}tic}l;lty :.;;
were practically unknown prior to the rﬂlén of
Henry VIII, the Bluebeard of English hisgory.
They have this difference as regards descr"‘
from peerages by writ, that whereas the latter
pass from father to daughter, should there be
no son, the former, as a general rule, are Hm-
1Fed to the male descendants, and b«;cnme not
dormant or In abeyance but extinct when none
but female members of the family rf‘ma.!‘n alive,
Another feature of the House of Lords to
which attention should be drawn is the publie
spirit displayed by its members. People on ;h’s
slde of the Atia > have, as a rule, small con-
ception of the role which this form of patrlotia‘m
plays in some parts of the Old World. In Eu-
rope, and more especlally in Great Britain, the
sense of civic obligation exists to a much greater
degree than here, Thus the large majority of
omposed of men who
e x'xn!hing whatsoever to gain
¢ B any of their time to publle af-
mir.s The great orders of knighthood and deco-
ranu.n, such as the Garter, the Thistle and St.
Patrick, are not given A% a reward for merit, or
hard work, but are merely a species of r«mu;m.-
tion of territorial influe nce, and are dlstﬂhlﬁ'«l
in such a manner that they have come to be
looked upon as the vested right of certain great
houses of the nobility. Many of the members
of the House of Lords are indifferent to promo-
tion in the peerage, especlally if their title hap-
an ancient and historic one, and
prefer to be at the head of the barons or vis-
counts rather than at the tall end of the
marquesses and earls. Most of them, moreover,
possess sufficient wealth to render them in-
different to the emoluments of office and to the
opportunities of political corruption,

What else than a sense of public Auty,
instance, impels that most indolent and per-
petually bored of men, the Duke of Devonshire

nt

absolutely

| his titles,

| of

Andraasy and after Mm Count B o)
ferred when in resigning the Chancellorship of
the Austro-Hungarian Empire they inttmated
to their sovereign that they considered thay
tulfilled their share of what thay held to
their civic and patriotic duty. They each of
them remainsed in office for adbout fifteen Felarsy
laboring hard for the weal of thelr country, and
sacrificing all thelr Magyar and Austsian love
of ease, pleasure and, abowe all, of apord, Theay
were counts of the empirs when thay entered
into office, and occupled the same raule tn the
aristocracy after thelr resignation, wills they
left the chanecellorship In each instance con<
siderably poorer in pocket than when they as«
sumed {t. This publio spirit ia ons of the mosq
admirable features of the British Honse of
Lords, the memubers of which, I need scarcely
add, follow the example of their fellow Jagiala<
tors In the lower chamber of Pamlament In
neither asking nor receiving any pay fyam the
nation for tha performance of theis dutyto thaly
fellow citizens,

With regard to the weeding out process of
what are euphonlously described as “weak™
peers, which I mentioned above as probably
the eonly reform to which the House of Lords
might be willing to consent in deference tao
popular ntiment, it is doubtful whether any
special legislation would be needed for the pure
pose. For some of the most eminent legal au-
thorities in England are of the opinion that the

Crown has the power not only to create Dm
but aiso to “dispeer” them. There are sev

se

precedents for the exercise of this almost en-
tirely forgotten prerogative of the monarch,
Members of the House of Lords were “@ls-

peered” in Tudor and Plantagenet times for dis-
graceful conduct, is also on wvecord
the case of the Duke of Bedford, who was “dis-
peered” by King Edward IV, deprived of all
and reduced to the level of an ordi-
nary squire, on the ground that in the estima-
tion of the Crown he was too poor to malntain
the rank of a peer of the rezim. Every case of
“dispeering” was followed by the entire ex-
tinction of the question, none of the
descendants 1 w allowed to inherit it. The
fact that the Crown possesses this prerogative
‘dispeering” will doubtless be news to all

and there

peerage in

| those who have bean under the impression that

for |

whose only pleasure in life is horse racing, to |

devote himself to politics, which he abhors, ang

obligations of office? A duke, a Knight of the
Garter, possessed of an enormous fortune, there
is absolutely nothing in the sape of reward o
preferment for which he can possibly 3
{f he remains in political fe, which Is notory
ously distasteful to him, it is only because »,-
has a strong sense of what he believes lu. }:
the obligation of his order—of the men of hi
class—to the commonwealth, It was that s..m.‘
sense to Wwhich first of all the late Count J\mu:

look, and

| peers whose intellectual ability

to repeatedly saddle himself with cares and | in

the only way by
of his title and
3

which a peer could be deprived
of his seat In the House of
Lords was by being attainted for high treason.
Having the power to “dispeer,” it obvioualy
follows that the sovereign, who is the fountain
all honors and Qignities, has the right to
tnflict the minor penalty of suspensiom, such as
is now entailed by bankruptcy and continued
until the insotvent peer secures his full dls-
charge from the courts. The question, there-
fore, of reforming the House of Lords will
probably be solved without legisiation by rec-
ommending the King to use his prerogative in
suspending from their legislative duties those
:m(‘i!.e:bov. .&
whose conduct and mode of lifs ren tham,
the eyes of the people, unfitted to exerciss a
voice in the direction and control of the deatl.
nies of the immense British Empire.
LX-ATTACHRE,
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