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Written as an introduction to & projected work
modern corporations. which ill health and
desth prevemed him from completing, these two
yolumes, intended to clear the way for the
undertaking, are, nevertheless, no un-
worthy monument of the author's scholarship
gnd clear sighted reasoning from historic facts.
' qhe volumes do not profess to be the result of
original but rather “an lmorprﬂatlm}
af existing and available historical material’
pr. Davis has not hesitated to disagree with the
opinions of those upon whom he has been willing
to rely for the substantial accuracy of the data
which they were able to supply. A final chapter
on “Modern Corporations” reveals the intended
gcope of the work he had in contemplation, and
gerves briefly to show the connection between
the old corporations and the new. The author
confines his historical inquiry almost exclusively
to English and American corporations, on the
‘mund that the development of L’nrporute‘“fe
pas been “more orderly and complete” in Eng-
jand and Amer ica than elsewhere, and so, lhu‘!'
«gll that is worth knowing about corporations
msy be learned from the experience of those
two countries. Regarding it as first of all i_m-
ant to get at the bedrock of fact in his in-
yestigation, in order to secure a firm basis for
¢n intelligent dealing with the varied problems
,,m.-mgd py the portentious development '.‘f
corporate activity at the pre sent tlme, I'x:. ﬁ:‘x\‘lt
s impatient of th» technicel legal definition oi
propounded by Blackstone. and
that it 1s
While this

a corporation
s@mittedly based on a legal fiction,
“persona ficta”—an artificial .person. ;
view has been repeatedly, #nd often inconsis-

tently, modified by later legal Interpretations and
Jegis! ¢ action, it remains suffictently in-
srenched to obscure the free consideration of the
guhject both by those who seek to extend the

- those who wish to curb the

usefulness and
ebuses of modern corporations. Ao ord‘.‘ngl,\'. as
the result of a ca ,alvsis of the origin and
fLrcetic . suggests the fol-

lowing definition:

refu

ns of corporat

ganizations which considers under the

of corporations may properly be considered as
such. The corporate id is the result of a nat
ural development arl rom social needs,

4, as he points out, an oulgr wth of the

of the family or clan rather than an a

tion of the powers and a limitation of
sponsibilities of the person, its essen al c! i
teristic being its mutuality and not its individu-
ality Thus m jcism grew out of the more
or less accidental association in desert y es of

ascetics who resorted thither in se

the Church, expending itself in efforts to

an institution of gc¢ nt, was ur le to
supply. Inspired = by a common purpose
end the social instinct, these recluses bound
themselves toge common rules and vows,
estahlished ¢ iternal governr vhich
tend 1o be ne more and more crystallized;
extended their activities, and were eventually

edopted by the Church as a convenient means
of expressing its purely religious life.
as the orders gained in strength, the Church be-
came so dependent on them that it was virtually
unable 10 exist without them, while it was un-
able to make them a part of itself; and at last
the weakness of the Church, “due largely to the
of Christians

rders, was the most po-
ing the Reformation. If,”

of the body

continues the
came monks had heer

in

sn organized as to be kept
the
thev ¢

S«

a

part,

gotten and their private
have been so easily magni-
Dr.
oration until they had
he Church.

not meet

social-religious and
Middle Ages, which
gilds, were not, strictly
since the former were
ns of local populations,

exercised func-

I
¥
tions not 1

recognized as essential to the public
welfare, yet all nal organization
that wor for corporate activity
and for ir ¢ for more independent
self-cont The trade gilds, first appearing as
glids merchant, or associations of merchants,
and later developing into craft gilds as eco-
Domic activity widened its scope in England,
&re the first orga: ns to be recognized as
true corg were at first purely
mutual Their general pur-
f}(: : d . s ,‘ far as .it affected
-y —r ich the gild flourished, and
ney regu M ! extraogrdinary minuteness
and partic ) levied on non-gilds-
!r:e.'x from whic were exempt, no mid-
df“.“;"' xcept a gildsman might sell meny ar-
Ucles at retail, nor might others buy of him
except gilder 1 or tewnspeople. At Reading
' foreigner forfeited his corn if he brought it
‘0T saie before 3 o'clock on market day, nor
:Jl?i he scll tanned leather except at time of
alre. Officers elected by the eraft gilds had the
7}':;' “ .M, search the shops and houses of mem-
'—;;‘» . tin and .n.r- men of a trade or
U..».; € us " required to live and labor in
e Sime n orhood for the purpose of mak-
:'-8 e work of searching more effective. The
Jumber of apprentices was restricted in many
‘gn Beef was not to be baked in ples and
l't.v'! for venison, and rabbits were not to be
b’“l‘"’ In pies and =0 sold at all
m:.‘ s o “ived their charters from the
m}; pal ¢S, H.:l-‘u“,'i;- grant of the King or
“ord, and eventually gained such powers
:vb:;:,.” ey soon conitrolied and later actually ab-
4 €0 1he local governing bodies, until by act of
n: they were finally waken over into
'm“ﬁ'"; ral scheme of national government, with
lH;.‘ .4 ange of their individual structure. On
us p vthor observes that “when cor-
Porations are zhsorbed by the state their struct-
ure ix ly 1o be made a part of that of
the sisie than to be replaced by a new struct-
The most curious survival of municipal
'nt by craft gilds is, of course, that
t2ined in the city of London. Though

Lave loag Jost thelr economic signifi-
constitutionglly the metropolis still re-
more than a federation of “livery™
e 8, 80 called from the fact that each gild,
. “mpany, is distinguished by its peculiar uni-
"" “conunon hall,” consisting of all the

Ve€Iymen free of the city, proposes the names
9 tv0 aldermen, one of whom is elected Mayor
f‘-" e court of aldermen. Sheriffs, chamberlains
ou"! Other city officlals are chosen by common
halls. Leaving the gilds, the author takes up in
';';lrn tre educational and eleemosynary institu-
“Ong—including the great universities—the regu-
nea companies, the regulated exciusive com-
"“\{u*l and the colonial companies,

SOt only is Dr, Devis's work cxiremely inter-
CSling from a purely historical point of view, in
Eathering togetner the essential facts of all these
Various correlated forms of assoclated activity,

o
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rest of the world of | :
the | which the Dartmoor of Mr. Phillpotts's novels
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their organization could not |

In time, |

author, “the Christians who be- |

but more than ordinarily flluminating in the
manner in which he has brought out the historic
significance of their origin, growth and develop-
ment in each respective instance. It would be
agreeable to follow him in his individual
analyses of these different exhibitions of cor-
porate organizations, but it will be sufficient for
the present purpose to proceed at once to the
consideration of those leading principles which,
having been common to all corporations in the
past, may safely be predicated of those which
exist to-day or may be developed in the future.
While the effect of modification to modern con-
ditions may not be disregarded, the corporations
of to-day do not differ more widely from those
of vesterday than the latter differed from the
earlier examples herein examined into, the evo-
Jution of which in all cases was practically
identical.

Corporations in their varied stages appear, in
this view, to have been the outgrowth of periods
of sudden governmental (whether of church or
state) expansion and development when gov-
ernments were unable to cope with, or effectively
to control through their own agencies, the mani-
fold activities of their subjects. They accord-
ingly sanctioned and made use of, to their own
advantage, those associations of individuals
which had been formed, through private or
local interest, to supply, by means of combina-
tion, the protection and encouragement which the
state or the church was unable to accord and
which was obviously impossible to the individual
acting on his own initiative. Two processes of
development characterized, synchronously, the
growth of corporate and governmental powers,
which were closely related in their ultimate
effects. The various forms of assoclated activity
began on an essentially democratic basis. As
their scope and power increased, their control
fell more and more into the hands of the few,
the select governing body within the organiza-
tion, while the members in general became
separated into strata, the lines of division chang-
ing from vertical, say as between gild and gild,
to horizontal, between the classes common to
all gilds. “The effect was a conception of the
gild as a hody actually doing for socicty instead
of imposing regulations under which soclety
could do for itself.” Concurrently with this
aptly termed “‘corporate shrinkage’” ran the de-
velopment and strengthening of governmental
functions and the gradual absorption by the
government of the powers it had, through inca-
pacity, delegated primarily to voluntary asso-
ciated etrort, rendered easier, of course, by the
absorption of the powers of the corporate bodies
into the hands of compact, responsible, thor-
oughly organized boards. “The great fact of the
history of the old corporations,” the author
writes, “is that the state has wholly or par-
tially absorbed thejr powers.” Continuing, he
says:

Modern corporations, though they exercise their
nn-tl\'lt\'nln a Ineld somewhat different from that of
their predecessors, are evidence of the same lack
of ability on the part of the State (society politi-
cally organized) to fully comprehend and correlate
the social life of its citizens. The plane of cocrpo-
rate life has been depressed, in a sense, 10 a lower
level. The purpose of the modern eorporation is
less plainly to contribute to national development
and is apparently confined, to a large extent, to
the amplification of the individual. The view of
the subject is obscured by the fact that soclety is
now working from a different gtandpoint, from
that of the individual instead of from that of the
State. The result can hardly fail to be the same—
an eventual disintegration of corporations, an ab-
sorption of their political elements by the State
and the relegation of their remaining elements to
the individual.
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4 BEAUTIFUL DEVIL.

Another Dartmoor Drama Unfolded
by Mr. Phillpotts.

THE PORTREEVE. By Eden Phillpotts. 12mo, pP.

vi, 452. The Macmillan Company. .
THE ONE WHO SAW. By Headon Hill. Wit

eight full-page illustrations by Malcolm Strauss.

12mo, pp. iv. 3. B. W. Dodge & Co.

F PASSENGER FROM CALAIS. By Arthur
mr:rlmms. 12mo, pp. 286. L. C. Page & Co.

INTRODUCED BY RED SAUN-
With nine
viif, 188,

R. SCRAGGS. Y

" DERS By Henry Wallace Phillips.
illustrations by N. C. Wyeth. 12mo, pp.
The Grafton Press.

The prevailing atmosphere of pastoral calm in

is enveloped has before this been broken in upon
hv events of dramatic and even thrilling sig-
n;ﬁv'-anca But never before has he painted
quite such a lurid type as that which we en-
counter in the leading woman of the drama un-
folded in “The Portreeve.” Primrose Horn, the
daughter of a well-to-do farmer, is a superb
human animal. She falls desperately in love
with Dodd Wolferstan, the handsome young
holder of the office which gives .thls 20‘::0::
titte. He is as ambitious as he 18 prm: 2 nr.
and it seems almost like Aying in ‘h“rr d; s
Providence for him to disdain the cha.(li\c: .
happiness, of a sort, and for wnrl'dly a“\‘x.;.nOh_
ment, offered to him in Miss Horn s‘pre .};m A
vious infatuation. But fate has oxher‘ the:-t
in store for Dodd: he chooses to losev'h sP e
to Ilet Yelland, and from this choice, \\uh. T
rose in the background to accelerat'e matters,
disaster soon flows, Primrose, beautiful as she
is, plays the part of an incarnate devil. )

At first she tries, with the aid of a rival of
Dodd’s, to break the latter’'s engagement, a.nd
when she succeeds and sees her accomplice
safely married to llet, she feels confident that
her own marriage to the man ghe adores is only
a question of time. Unfortunately for her plans,
at the very moment in which Dodd has surren-
dered to her wiles, the death of his supplanter
in Ilet's affections opens a path through which
he may return to his first love, and his alacrity
in improving the opportunity turns Primrose
into an avenging fury. With diabolical craft
she hounds the man she has loved so long
through years of agony, and the drama is
brought to a close in a flood of tragic horror.
1t is good drama, so good that the reader is
not content to put the book down until he has
finished it. Mr. Phillpotts has never shown
pimself to be a better story teller than he is
in these pages. The action is steadily progres-
sive, and though it moves deliberately enough
to be in accord with the spirit of life on Dart-
moor, it is never tedious. It has, too, a kind
of logic which is perhaps the best proof of the

author's maturity in everything that means
technique. He is skilful in the management of
nis plot, and he shows something more than

skill, he shows something of the poetic tempera-
ment, in his handling of the charming natural
background against which his characters are
placed. He knows his Dartmoor, of that there
can be no question. As to his knowledge of the
human soul we are not so sure.

Dodd Wolferstan, in his strength and in his
weakness, is a credible figure. So is Ilet Yel-
land, whom we find, indeed, one of the most
engaging of all the simple, pretty rustics this
novelist has portrayed, and we recognize an au-
thoritative touch in all of the subsidiary figures.
But Primros: Horn gives us pause. To begin
with, Mr. Phillpotts does not seem to be abso-
lutely certain about her himself. At one mo-
ment she seems very much the wild farmer's
daughter, with traits, good or bad, befitting her
station. Then she is drawn more in the guise
of some sinister creature, strayed from a higher
sphere to trouble the happiness of peasants with
whom she has, at bottom, nothing in common.
Little points of manner, of breeding, first excite

womanly but wholly unnatural, and her flend-
ishness, as the tale proceeds, little by little
ceases to carry any conviction whatever. We
feel the more critical for the very reason that
Mr. Phillpotts has plainly endeavored to make
this drama a drama of fate, to show Dodd Wolf-
erstan in the toils of an irresistible destiny. But
in failing to make Primrose a perfect embodi-
ment of such a destiny he has seriously dimin-
ished the weight of his work. She is too lurid
end too crude a type, and the issues involved are
insidiously robbed of tragic dignity by her mel-
ecdramatic character. There are hints of Hardy
in this book, and at two points there are more
than hints of him. Dodd's fond reflections
among the cenotaphs of highborn folk. bearers
of his own name, will recall to every reader a
certain episode in *“Tess,” and the expedient
used by Primrose to stir the hero’s passion in
the thirteenth chapter will recall andther in
“Jude.” But there are larger things for Mr.
Phillpotts to learn from Mr. Hardy before he
can hope to raise Dartmoor to the eminence of
Wessex. He will have to achieve profounder
insight into human life: to raise his imagination
to a higher plane, and, when he is writing a
story like “The Portreeve,” to express a tem-
pest-tossed woman in more truly tragic terms.

There is tragedy in “The One Who Saw,” but
its quality does not matter, for this is not a tale
to be taken serlously. It is one of those elab-
orately ingenious narratives in which a pro-
digiously wicked person is allowed to make sev-
eral innocent men and women very unhappy,
until at the end a god from the machine arrives
to punish the evildoer and ring wedding bells
for some of those whom he has tried to hurt.
Mr. Hill's flend is a doctor's assistant named
Varndyke. The god from the machine i5 an
incorrigible small boy, the son of a burglar. In
spite of the illustrations these individuals, and
others, turn out to be very good company as
the figures in books of this sort go. The plot,
if not at all remarkable, has nevertheless enough
mystery in it to keep the reader with curlosity
awake. In short, this tale of crime and its
detection elicits mild approval. The author
might have won a more general verdict if he had
given a little attention to the art of condensa-
tion.

“The Passenger from Calais” would likewise
have been improved if the shears and the blue
pencil had been brought to bear upon it. It
is an unnecessarjly complicated story of the
abduction of a child by its own mother, and the
pursuit undertaken by its worthless father. The
author has not much to add to the situation
with wkich he starts, but simply spins out the
record of marchings and countermarchings,
until we scarcely know. or care, what has just
happened or what is next going to happen. Pa-
tience is exhausted long before the last page is
reached.

Mr, Scraggs, introduced as a friend of Red
Saunders, the author’s pet hero, is a reformed

or recalcitrant Mormon who appears as the cen- |
tral figure in eight self-related eplsodes of an

eventful Western existence. The basis of each
tale is a humorous anecdote expanded into a
short story by the addition of broadly farcical
details told in the phonetically written dialect
of the plains.
all that they are intended to be. Red Saunders
appears but as a listener and an occasional com-
mentator on the matters in hand.

A CRITIC’S STORIES.

Reminiscences of the Late Suther-

land Edwards.

One more veteran has just passed forever
out of the journalistlc ranks in London. Henry
Sutherland Edwards was the author of half a
dozen books, popular in their day, and he was a
musical critic of long experience. His “Personal

Recollections,” published in 1900, fill a volume,

worth preservation for its lively anecdotes of
celebrities who flourished in the third and fourth
quarters of the last century. Some glimpses
of Thackeray are there, all interesting to lovers
of the great novelist. Edwards once asked him
whether the success of “Vanity Fair” had taken
him at all by surprise: ‘“Very much so,” he
replied. “When a little time before I had asked
for permission to republish some tales from
‘Fraser's Magazine' it was given to me with
a smile—almost an ironical one—as much as to
say, ‘Much good may you get out of them.
They bring me in three hundred a year now.""
A reference to an anonymous review which
roused Thackeray's wrath leads to the telling
of this comical story:

An elderly gentleman once wrote to “The Pall
Mall Gazette'” (Greenwood up) asking why one man
could not gsk another to dine with him at a club
without both of them putting on evening dress. A
vouthful gentleman wrote fn reply, asking who
this old fogey could be, with his objections to the
decencies of civilized life. The first correspondent,
so the editor informed me, was Herman Merivale,
the historian, and the second his son, Herman
Merivale, the dramatist.

Edwards once wrote a play, had it printed, and
sent it to Charles Reade for criticism. That ex-
ceedingly frank personage said the story was
good and intelligibly set forth, but there were
faults of construction; the lively and amusing
dialogue in the serlous scenes was right enough,
but in the serious scenes it was too “‘chatty.”
And then he offered the would-be dramatist an
admirable suggestion which, in its main lines,
may be commended to all unpractised adventur-
ers in dramatic authorship:

Catch a playwright ra.lled'Haslewood; give him |
five pounds to turn what you have written into a |

stage play. Then compare his piece with your own
and out of the two make a really serviceable drama.
But this advice is so excellent that 1 cannot ex-
pect any young man to follow it.

Gavarnl was one of Sutherland Edwards’s
friends in Paris, and talked much about him-
self to the young man. Tt is interesting to note
the artist's statement that he never received
any lessons except as draughtsman in the office
of an engineer, to whom he was articled. As
for his favorite study, that was mathematics.
Balzac he placed above all other novelists. To
Edwards's question, “How is Balzac in ordinary
conversation?” Gavarni replied, “Il1 est béte.”
“But what do you mean by ‘béte'?” asked the
Englishman. “What every one else means,” re-
sponded Gavarni. “He had no wit except pen
in hand, and he found it very difficult to get to
work. He would cover a sheet of paper with
words and phrases and sentences without any
particular meaning, just as you have sometimes
seen me cover a wood block with initial letters
and fantastic designs of all kinds. Then, when
he had once got under way he would go on
working for hours without stopping, beginning
perhaps in the evening and working throughout
the night.”

Of Eugene Vivier, the remarkable hornplayer,
“the most charming of men and the spoiled child
of nearly every court in Europe,” Edwards has
some characteristic stories. It was Vivier who
sald of Napoleon III, “He is the most gentleman-
ly Emperor 1 know.”

“What can I do for you?" sald this gentlemanly
Emperor one day, when Vivier had gone to see him
at the Tuileries.

“(ome out on the balcony with me, Sire,” replled
the genial cynie. “Some of my creditors are sure
to be passing, and it will do me’ good to be seen in
conversation with your majesty.”

And Napoleon did it. He, moreover, made
the hornblower an “inspector of mines,” Vivier
darawing the pay but doing nothing else in the
matter. As a practical joker Vivier had a rep-

| utation as widespread as was that won by his

suspicion; the broad auestion of character then |

{otrudes itself, and, in the long run, we are con-
strained to feel that Primrose is not *“all of &
plece,” that she lacks the solid reality and con-
sistency of a truthfully painted human being.
Her recklessness does not ring true. We are
skeptical when she takes Dodd's rival into her
confidence with a completencss not simply un-

brilliant playing. It is remembered that on one
occasion he alarmed his fellow passengers in an
omnibus by pretending to be mad.

He indulged in the wlldest gesticulatio and
then, as If in despalr, drew a pistol his
pocket. The conductor was called upon by accla-

mation to interfere, and Vivier was on the peint of
being disarmed when suddenly he broke the pistol
in two, handed half to the conductor and began to
ecat the other half himself. It was made of e¢hoco-
late!

Vivier could not bear to see people In a hurll_"{;
According to him, there was no in life wo
hurrying for; and, living on the Boulevi Just

L]

The yarns are amusing, which is |

te “he Rue Vivienne, he was much

_dl.dn' so many ns hast 6
%ock.tomm on the Place de la Bourse.
@ determined to pay them out, and for that pur-
pose bought a calf, which he took up to his apart-
ments at night, and exhibited the next afternoon
::.a few minutes before & o'clock in the balcony of
second floor. In spite of their ess to
catch the post, many persons could m stop-
”"'f to look at the calf. Soon a crowd collected
messengers stayed their lte;. in order to gaze
at the unwonted apparition. ix o'clock ltruscé

a'?d soon after a number of men who had mis
the post returned in an irritated condition, and,
ltoppln" before Vivier's house. shook their fists at
bim. I%lfu;h‘v.ept down to them and asked the

“We were not shak! our fist =
therhn'nqed ;nes. "bu{l‘at that ~ 1."!' s
“Ah! You know him, :
'?. ':f' "‘,‘."' o It.“"' then?" returned Vivier. *“I
n time vier's calf became the subject
1 nd, according to which the animal”fstn!l,t h-:
Vivier's apartments) grew to he an ox, and so
annoved the neighbors by his lowing that the pro-
‘yle(or of the house insisted on its being sent away.
fvier told him to come and take it, when it was
found that the calf of other days had grown to
:umc’trl'a size that it was impossible to get it down-

BOOKS AND AUTHORS.

Current Talk About Things Present
and to Come.

A new book by the author of “The Garden of a
Commuter’s Wife,” now known to be Mabel Os-
good Wright, is announced for publication this
spring by Macmillan. It will be entitled “The
Garden; You and 1" The revelation of “Bar-
bara’s” identity establishes the garden in Fair-
fleld, Conn.

The question, “Does literature pay?” is again
suggested by the press reports that Ida M.
Tarbell has galned so much financial profit
from her exposures of Standard Ofl Iniquity
that she has recently purchased a “splendid es-
tate In Connecticut, with a great Colonial man-
sion commanding a magnificent view of Long
Island Sound.” Miss Tarbell appears to be
somewhat disturbed by these Implications of
“honest graft” wrested from her hardy attacks
on aggregated capital. In her own version of
the late real estate transaction, the “splendid
estate” shrinks o the dimensions of the old
Bradley place, near Easton, Conn., contalning
not more than forty acres, and the ‘“great
Colonial mansion” resolves itself into a small
dwelling sadly in need of repair. The “mag-
nificent view of Long Island Sound™ she is con-
tent to allow to remain unchallenged. It is
free to all who pass that way.

The late G. J. Holyoake finished shortly before
his death the revision of his “History of Co-
operation for a new edition. His simplicity,
sincerity and kindness made this reforme: a
most likable man. His old friend, Gerald Massey,
once wrote this quatrain about him:

“I blend the holly with the oak"—
"T'was thus the voice of Nature spoke—
And, in fulfliment of her plan,

She gave us Holyocake the man.

Holyoake was the originator of the term “jin-
go" In British politics. It is remembered of him
that when Mr. Gladstone offered him a pension
he declined it on the characteristic ground that
it would never do for an old reformer to become
chargeable on the taxes—which was at once
humorous and consistent. He died peacefuliy of
old age, and his last words, whispered to his
friend Mr. Applegarth, were those of Landor's
well remembered verse,

I warm'd both hands against the fire of Life;
It sinks, and 1 am ready to depart.

He could scarcely have said, “I strove with
none."

General Horace Porter has written an account
of his search and final discovery of the body of
Paul Jones, which will be included in a new
edition of A. C. Buell's “Paul Jones: Founder
of the American Navy,” to be published soon
by the Scribners. The final ceremony of placing
the body of the admiral in the chapel of the
Naval Academy at Annapolis will take place this
coming summer.

Authors, playwrights and patriots are taking
time by the forelock in anticipation of the cen-
tenary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln, still
three years off. Three serial accounts of his
life, treating of special phases of it, are ap-
pearing in as many of the magazines; a charac-
ter drama of his life will be produced in New-
York next month, and steps have been taken
to purchase the farm in Kentucky on which he
was born, for the purpese of turning it into a
national park. In addition, Houghton, Mifflin
& Co. announce for publication about the mid-
dle of March a volume entitled “Lincoln: Master
of Men,” by Alonzo Rothschild, in which the
author aims to concentrate the reader's atten-
tion on an element in Lincoln’s personality
which continually grows in significance as time
goes by—his mastery over different types of men
as well as over himself.

The new professor of Poetry at Oxford, J. W.
Mackall, Is a sound classical scholar and his
claim to his post is his verse translation of the
Odyssey, published two years ago. Among his
other publications is a life of William Morris.
He married a daughter of the late Sir-Edward
Burne-Jones—a lady who is also, by the way, a
cousin of Mr. Rudyard Kipling.

O. Henry does not believe in making invidious
distinctions. MecClure, Phillips & Co. are bring-
ing out a volume of his short stories about New-
York this spring, and the author, hunting for a
name that should be at once characteristic and
inclusive, has decided to call the volume “The
Four Million.” '

Dr. Willlam Elllot Griffis I1s now writing a
supplementary chapter on the Russo-Japanese
War for his well known work, “The Mikado's
Empire.” First published thirty years ago by
the Harpers, the book has been kept up to date
by the frequent addition of new material, as
events have marched rapidly during that time
in Nippon, until {t has now been expanded to
twice its original size, necessitating its publi-
cation in two volumes. The new (twelfth) edi-
tion, including the author’s latest additions,
will probably be issued in the summer or early
fall. Dr. Griflis expects to complete his work
and to sail for Europeé in May, in order to make
further researches into Dutch history and to at-
tend the Rembrandt tricentenary on July 15.

A number of literary Englishmen, including
fbrarians, have been considering these ques-
tions: (1) Does the educational usefulness,
which every one is agreed that municipal libra-
ries should possess, constitute their whole legiti-
mate scope? (2) Is it inconsistent with educa-
tional usefulness for a library to circulate silly
novels? The librarian who opens the discussion
in “The Library’ thinks that the immense mass
of cheap and silly noveis should be cut off. Lord
Avebury, Professor Hodgkin and Mr. Sidney
Lee do not think that public funds ought to be
applied to the “provision of such frivolous
amusement as ephemeral fiction affords.” Pro-
fessor W. M. Dixon. Mr. Passmore Edwards and
Mr. Sidney Webb take an opposite view. Their
answer to objectors is that thelr argument
proves too much: it is as fatal to public libraries
without fiction as with it. Dr. Garnett defends
the novelists, Miss Braddon, Mrs. Henry Wood
and Miss Warboise, who are mentioned by the
librarian as the producers of the novels he ob-
jeets to. Their works, says the doctor, are “by
no means silly, but are adapted with much skill
to meet the taste of a large body of readers
unable to appreciate fiction of a higher class,
and are actually useful in so far as they deplct
phases of modern life with spirit and accuracy.”

Dr. Grifis appear as a contributor to the cur-
rent number of “The Homiletie Review" in an
erticle entitled “The Secret of Dr. Talmages
Power,"” belleving, as he says, that “the succ2ss
of & man who, every week, for twenty years or

more, preached through the press to 20,000,000
people is worth inquiring into.”

It may be interesting to recall, now that Hen-
ryk Sienkiewicz has broken his six years' lt-
erary silence with another novel, that be was
for some time a resident of the «nited States.
He was one of the little band of Polish patriots,
among whom were Mme. Modjeska and her
husband, Count Bozenta, who purchased a ranch
in California and started there a sort of Polish
Brook Farm. Like its prototype, the entarprise
suffered from too much genius and oo little
capacity for practical management. Sienkiewicz
returned to Poland after a brief experience of
co-operative razriching, but made use of it as a
background in several short stories which he
subsequently wrote,

The second number of “The Touchstone,” the
20 cents a year humorous periodical edited by
Sherman Cody, has appeared on time. The
trouble with this self-dubbed “Little Joker of
the Magazines™ is that it is not quite as funny
as it tries to be. It at least merits credit for its
evident effort.

Frederick Upham Adams has been four years
writing his new novel, “The Bottom of the Well,”
to be published next May by the G. W. Diliing-
ham Ccmpany. He was only six weeks writing
his clever golfing novel, “John Henry Smith,™
which we recently reviewed. If his new story
is correspondingly better, it should prove a
masterpiece. But it is apparent that the author
has allowed himself to be interrupted in his
work. “The Kidnapped Millionaires” and “John
Henry Smith” have both been written since he
began “The Bottom of the Well,” and his lit-
erery activity has been manifest in other direc-
tions in the periodicals. The scenes of his new
novel shift from Jamaica to England and to
New-York.

Dr. Henry S. Pritchett, president of the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology, who has just
been appointed president of the Carnegie Foun-
dation for the pensioning of college professors,
is the author of a volume entitled “What Is Re-
ligion?" to be published next week by Houghton,
Miffiin & Co. The contents consist of five ad-
dresses delivered on the subject to college stu-
dents.

Horace Traubel., who was one of Walt Whit-
man’'s literary executors and for many years his
near neighbor and close friend. has written a
volume which, under the title of “With Walt
Whitman in Camden,”.gives the author's recol-
lecticns of the “good, gray poet,” with a diary
record of many conversations, together with a
number of new letters and other manuseripts.
The book will be published next week by Small,
Maynard & Co. Among the manusecripts given
by Whitman to Mr. Traubel. most of which have
rever before been published, appear letters from
Tennyson, Lord Houghton, John Addington
Symonds, William M. Rossetti, Robert Buchanan,
John Morley, Ellen Terry. T. W. Rolleston, Ro-
den Noel. Edmund Gosse, Edward Carpenter,
Edward Dowden, Sidney Lanier, Bret Harte,
Joaquin Miller, John Hay, Edwin Booth, John
Burroughs, William Douglass O'Connor, J. T.
Trowbridge and Robert G. Ingersoll.

Issued in attractive shape by A Wessels &
Co., and likely to be prized by lovers of *“Alice
in Wonderland,” is “The Lewlis Carroll Birth-
day Book,” selected and arranged by Christine
Terhune Herrick. There i3 no lack of material
in Dr. Dodgson's writings for the young to fur-
nish forth abundant quotations for the 365 days
of the year, though there is necessarily little
appositeness to the seasons in any of the ex-
cerpts.

P L
LES LACS. NORTH AFRIOA.

R. E. Fyffe, in The London Saturday Review,

O great, green lakes, your green lips flecked
with foam;

What cavern under earth has spued you from
its home,

What desert monster's joints have melted to
form you,

O great green lakes.

Around, the shadowed hills, the arid
Slow driven camels cross your broken shores of

sand;

Your broken shores a-crumble under their soft
tread,

O great, green lakes.—

Upon the tufted scrub the nomad's douar,

Your brackish waters cannot rise to wash the
floor

Where on his grass mat each man sits and fasts
and waits,

O great, green lakes.

Walits for the sun to set, and stain with light

With sllver streaks your green, the calm of
coming night,

Then will he singing rise, and eat, his prayers
outworn

For Allah's grace.

*

What prayer for you, what curse has Heaven
set

On yvour green wind lashed waves, your sudden
waste of wet;

For waters, like veiled women, hide their charm-
er's face

In desert lands.

To endless fury—endless sob and sigh,

No flaming sun at noon may kiss your poor
tears dry.

This on the Night of Destiny the Voice decreed,

O great, green lakes.
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A TEMPEST AT OXFORD.

From The London Athen@um.

It has been a quiet term, and our sovereigm
body has enjoyed but one field day. The occa~
sion was—but how relate the tale so that
things become not a jest to the profane!
Curators of the Chest have by statute the super-
intendence of “the Bodleian quadrangle, and the
open spaces in and about the said bulldings.™
Relying on this mandate, they caused bicycle
stands to be set up in a certain air swept pas-
sage known variously as the Plg Market, the
Proscholium, and Bodley's “vaulted walke.” The
Bodleian Curators objected, but falled to take
effective action. Then arose Bodley's Librarian,
and suis fretus viribus cast forth the obnoxious
stands, and when they reappeared cast them
forth again. The Curators of the Chest appeal
to Convocation to authorize the innovation. But
Bodley's Librarian is a foe both powerful and
resourceful. On the very eve of the contest he
circulates a pamphlet entitled “Pro Bodlelo! ! I
the peer of which was surely never seen before,
s0 exquisite are the eleven plates which, rele~
vantly or irrelevantly, illustrate the dignity and
beauty of Bodley's bullding. (My copy at least
shall never be reft from me by the Transatiantio
dealer.)

“Here at least.,” cried the member of Convo-
cation, “is a man who is ready to back his
opinion handsomely. but the Chest, it rises to
nothing, not even to a distribution of cheap
bicycles.” Most of us—for has not svery man
his price?—attended with our minds made up.
For a while we were regaled with legal subtleties
touching the meaning of “open space™ Ne
counter subtleties were forthcoming from the
side of the innovators, though “bibliothecarius
totius interioris administrationis curam habeat™
offered a tempting theme. Then overwhelming-
v the non-placets declared themselves, and the
eleven plates had won the day.
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