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Iair. And before him, wearing the glit-
tering gown for the scene <>n the Casino
Terraces, wore- the slim distinction and
sunny hair about which, with l.tir con-
tinuity, Reeve had been dreaming ever
since the night at Horn Manor.

She looked at him tor a moment, her
hands arrested in drawing on lu-r long
gloves, her eyes filled with a most becom-
ing wonder. "You? But you?" sai.l

'Miss Penelope Elfin; and suddenly she
laughed, and the laugh was mellow,
wandering, genuine and perturbingly
merry. And as sometimes happens to
the most worldly when the sun conns
out in glorious unexpectedness, Reeve
could say no more."

You-
"

he uttered to the blur <>f limits
and roses, slimdistinction and sunny hair.

It was a wonderful moment— a mo-
ment such as a man might live for a life-
time and never mount to.

She came forward swiftly -Reeve al-
ways liked to remember that she did
that. "Can you forgive me?" she asked
with a humility which impressed Reeve
as heavenly.

"
But

—
can your You see,

I began it for a jest
—
Ihad sung there

that night —
Iwas vain enough to think

that you would find out. lint I never
dreamed that you were Mr. Reeve the
Mr. Reeve," she added, for Reeve's
wounded vanity. "Why, they told me
you wire a lawyer in Col>et<>wn or some-
where," she cried.
"Iwas." Reeve admitted gravely, and

suddenly was as miserable as a man can
be when he is perfectly happy. "How
you must have laughed at me!" he said,

almost in awe at his ownstupidity.
Faintly, from a turmoil of preparatory

caressing of strings, the orchestra began
tlie overture, and almost at once there
stole up to them a delicious haunting
thing, like an aria I<> a fairy opera, with
little trills and trippings that might have
been fairy speech. And Reeve, who
knew no music, miraculously remem-
bered it. and knew that Hot only had
Caldwell dinned it in his cars in Puy-de-
Ddme l>tit that this was the motif of that
magic night on the Hoen veranda. She
had actually sung him a snatch of his own
opera that night, aid lie had not known!

She stood lor a moment when she was
ready to go on, her guttering gown
shimmering in the dim passage. "Wish
us both good link, please," she bade him'

Tete-a-tete
'
and me."

Reeve looked down at her, smiling"
1 d. ," he assented, l< 1 do! But I

think 1 have all the luck myself."
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