
Itis a remarkable and by no means creditable
fact that, while for more than eighty years the
foreign policy of this couutry has been largely
based upon and determined by our relations
with the, republics at the 6outh of us, we have
persistently— we might almost say studiously

—
neplected either to cultivate intimate relations
with those countries or to inform ourselves con-
cernins; them, so that t<>-da.v we are far closer
to and more familiar witli Europe than to and
with the countries which we have nominally
been protecting from Europe. There is no ex-
aggeration In saying that China and Japan are
nearer to us than are Argentina and Brazil.
It is high tiinp for those anomalous relations to
be transformed. Indeed, the loario of events is
compelling their transformation. Our new in-
terf-sts in the West Indies and on tho Isthmus
of Panama and the prospective opening of the
wfM coasi of South America to our direct com-
merce an> compelling practical attention to the
Latin-American republics, and the closer and
more practical that attention is the better it
will>«•• for us.

There will be much profit in such pursuit of
study as Mr. Barrett's offer is designed to pro-
mote. There will ilao be much interest from
the I'urely theoretical and academic point of
view. The history of Central and South Amer-
ica is an absorbing one. abounding in the ele-
ments of romance and heroism, and Involving,
we must remember, the progress and destiny
of a preat part of one of the most Interesting
branches of tho Caucasian race. Much of the
vpr.r flower of Spanish chivalry was trans-
planted to those lands, and its career there has
been not altogether unworthy of its antecedent
estate. In becoming better acquainted with
Latin-America we shall cultivate relations with
lands nnd peoples that are not destitute of a
historic pnst and that are surely destined for
an important and not inglorious future.

American astronomers are pleased to know
that one of their number has juat been honored
by the Royal Astronomical Society of Great
Britain. A gold medal was presented last week
to the American Ambassador for transmission to
Professor W. W. Campbell, of the Lick Observ-
atory, inrecognition of his studies of the motion
of stars directly toward or away from the ob-
server. Though the full value of this work can
be appreciated only by experts who are them-
selves engaged in stellar researches. Its very

nature makes a quick appeal to the imagination

of the uninitiated. Professor Campbell has de-
termined the velocities with which a great many
stars that appear to be stationary are moving.
He has also demonstrated that some which had
b«en regarded aa single have one or more com-
panions that cannot be detected by the most
powerful telescope. The discovery that the
Pole Star Is a triple system Is one of these re-
markable revelations. Professor Campbell's In-
vestigations were made possible only by the use
of a spectroscope, unique in size and capacity,
which was presented to the Institution. Upon
tho possession of such rare facilities for study
he has been repeatedly congratulated by his pro-
fessional brethren. They will now feel sincere
pleasure In the homage paid him by the foremost
astronomical society of the world.

Senator Patterson's differences with bis col-
leagues seem to entitle him to reapeotful consid-
eration In any new enumeration of the slrty-
aeven varieties of Democrats.

Speaker Cannon dedicated a new gavel to the
memory of 1-incoln at the opening of Congress

on Monday. Coming from Lincoln's state and
characterized by strong, homely common sense,

the Speaker Is well qualified to wield the Lincoln
gavel worthily.

"The. Boston Evening Transcript" hoads Ua
editorial on Senator Lodge's rate speech, "Stand-
ing With Reluctant Feet." The feet may be re-
luctant, but 6tlU they make a pretty firm stand
on the right side of the issue.

On the sito of old Dartmouth Hall, burned two
years ago, a new Dartmouth Hall \u25a0will be dedi-
cated next Saturday. The new buildingia like
the old Ingeneral appearance, but more enduring

and more commodious, and willhelp to carry on
worthily the traditions of a famous New-Eng-

land college.

Sixty thousand bogus names were stricken
from the Philadelphia voting lists last Novem-
ber. Now the police have made another revision
and report 23,772 ineligibles on the assessors'
rolls. By and by Philadelphia will get back
to the good old American method of one man,
one vote.

A young woman studying at the Academy of Fine
Aits. In Philadelphia. Is credited by "The Philadel-
phia Record" with the invention of a word wMch
should nil a lon* felt want. In the circle in which
the young woman moves the word ''culture" Is, In
her opinion, overworked and misused, being dragged
in on every occasion to describe persons of a cer-
tain status as to Intellect and breeding. "Are they
cultured people V the young woman was asked,
concerning some acquaintances, and her reply was.
"No. they are only culturined."

Nervous Player (dspreeattaSly playing card)-!
r ally don t know what to play I'm afraid I'vemade \u25a0 fool of myself.

Partner (reassuringly)- That's all right. Idon'tsee what else you could fc*.ve don«t— <>uncb.

When Peace Shall Reign.— "But sleeping onyour arms night after night,Is Itnot a great hard-
ship?"

The conscript saluted respectfully.
•Oh. no, sir'" said he. "Our new musket, you

see. is a combined musket and folding bed. Or
course, there Is always the danger of the thing
shuttinK ii|> and smothering one, but the life of a
soldier If never free, from danger. 'Tis sweet to
di" for one's country."

•'Yon ar» a brave fellow!"
"Thank you, sir!"- (Fuck.

A New-Hampshire newspaper man visited a near-
by city, ard Jit one of Ihe hotels he was served
with some honey, delectable to his taste, On his
next trip to the city he wns accompanied by his
wife, and went to the same hotel, with visions of
the same honey. It did not appear, however, and.
beckoning to a waiter, he, j-ald: "Ray. Sam. where
Is my honey?*"

Me whs almost paralyzed when thnt worthy
grinned and replied: "Pho doan' work here m
more. boss: she done got a Job «t the silk mill

"
The wife received a handsome, new dress be-

fore they returned home, after making a solemn
promise not to tell the story.

A man who lives a few miles outside of Farming-
ton. Me . recently sent \u25a0 small boy with an <>rd"rto a Farmington hardware man. which read as fol-
lows: "Please send one axe for boy seve n rears
old that weighs three pounds, handle and all

"-
(Buffalo f'ommercliil.

The kindergarten method of bringing home by

a concrete Illustration the significance of large
statistics, often used by some newspapers. Is great-
ly improved In this case taken from "The Liverpool
Poet" :
"Suppose," said the wise orator— "though 'tis a

thought stupendous—
Suppose a baby one year old, with arms of the tre-

mendous
Length of 93-odd million miles,

Should. In a freak of fun,
Reach up and touch the sun.
That child would be
253
Years old.
I'm told.
Before it learned
Its hand was burned."

MY VALENTINE.

Who makes m« spend my hard earned dough
And keeps me ever on the go.

Yet ever holds me fast inline?
My Valentine.

Who when some other fellow's near
Will keep my soul harassed with fear.
And ragf ifIbut hint she's mine?

My Valentine.

Who will when Ithe question pop
Kntreat me earnestly to stop.

Yet give mo hope thov.gh 6he decline?
My Valentine.

Who ere another year Is fled
Will turn some other fellow's head.
And let him bank in emiles divine?

My Valentine.
Oh, Tantalus, you've stood too long
As king of disappointed throng.
Your lot's a cinch compared with mine.

My Valentine!
GARRET SMITH.

The Charm of Handwork.— ln the Middle Ages
and the Renaissance nothing was machine made,
tor the machine that turned out things by the
gross had not yet been invented, and hence theIndividualityof the craftsman was able to assort
Itself. An artißtic Instinct made the men of those
days seek for ocular pleasure In their surround-
ings. Life was of necessity more restricted, more
concentrated. Every joy had to be sought in the
homo or in immediate surroundings. Hence, pe.

-
haps, tho reason why they did not neglect th^se
matters as we do, who buy such objects ready
made and turned out by the hundred. The beauty
of things made by mon who delighted in making
them, thingb made to endure, and by their en-
durance 10 teach future generations how to im-
prove upon the beat of the past. It is these that
our collectors do well to gather around them.

—
(The Connoisseur.

THE TALK OF THE DAY.

The Republicans in the legislature did them-
selves and their party credit by refusing to give
any sanction to Assemblyman Wade's notion of
a censorship of the free press. In opposing- Dm
MoKelway, this apologist for Judea Hooker said:
"Iam not unmindful that In the last campaign

"members of this House were cartooned like
"dogs under the lash. Iam willing-to vote for
"a Democrat, as Isaid, but Iprefer to vote for
"a Democrat who will treat the Republican

"leaders decently." When criticism of officials
by Democratic) editors or Republican editors be-
comes a reason for such punishment as Mr.
W*de wished to visit on Dr. McKelway *•<\u25a0> shall

n«od a new baptism of liberty.

FOR A BBABIDM PARK.
The purchase of Long Beach by a develop-

ment corporation Is of much public Interest in
Its relation to the proposed and much needed
fystem of seaside parks in this city. There was
some talk recently of the city's acquisition of
Long Beach for a sanatorium for tuberculous
and other patients. To that scheme much op-
position was manifested by the residents of the
towns and fashionable summer resorts in that
neighborhood, on obvious, If not altogether
convincing, grounds. That the transaction now
announced will make the execution of Buch. a
plan more difficult and expensive Is unquestion-
able. Ifitcauses Itto be altogether abandoned,
there will perhaps be little reason for regret.
That is not because such a sanatorium is not
needed or Is not desirable, but because there
are other places really better fitted for it than
Long Beach. IfLong Beach were within the
boundaries of this city, that fact would be a
strong argument InIts favor. But Itis not, and
if the city must go beyond its own limits for a
site, there are many miles of beach along tbe
south shore of Long Island about as accessible
as Long Beach and really preferable to it for
health and comfort because of their more com-

plete detachment from the mainland.
This purchase and prospective exploitation of

Long Beach should serve, however, as an argu-
ment for the city'B prompt action toward se-

curing another beach for park purposes, for
health or pleasure or both, before some such
transaction shall render it also more difficult
and costly. There, for example, is Itockaway
Beach, wbtch, unlike Long Beach, llea entirely

within the c-lty's limits, and which seems to us
to be more desirable for park purposes than

Long Beach. There is at Rockaway Beach
available, without disturbing the populous town
vow existing there, an expanse of beach, sand
dunes, cedar woods and meadow about three
miles long and half a mile wide, which, while
accessible by rail from the mainland, is prac-
tically an island so far at sea as to be usually

free from land breezes. Moreover, the ehort
trip thither by rail !s partly across the breezy

and refreshing expanse of Jamaica Bay.

Whether, in case on further consideration it
should be determined to acquire Rockaway
Beach, it should all be converted into n pleasure
around or a part of it should be set aside as a
eauatorium is a question open to dlscusßion.
There may be enough of it for both tises.

It would be possible to reserve half a square
mile for a cauatorium and still have left for
j'lnsure purposes a square mile, or two-thirds
the area of Central Park, with two miles of
waterfront.

fectPd within the next few months, will surc-ly

have an Important and may have a revolution-
ary effect upon th« Industrial and social condi-
tions of the Iberian kingdom.

another campnlcn. with tariff rpforrn for th«
paramount isstie.

THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.
[From Th*> Tribune Bureau.]

•
Washington. Feb. U—The British Embassy was

the scene of a dinner party to-night, whin the
Ambassador and Lady DuraJid entertained the Aus-
trian Ambassador and Baroness Hwngelmuller. th«
French Ambassador and Mmo. Jusaernnd. th» Min-
ister from Portugal, the Belgian Minister and Bar-
oness Moncheur; Sir Caspar Purdon Clarke, of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art. Xew-Tork. th« Coun-
sellor of -.-.• Brltlah £iab***y and L*4/ >M*ir.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.
IFrom The Tribune Hur.-t |I

Washington. Feb IS.-TTesident Roosevelt was
joined at luncheon this afternoon by Attorney (Gen-

eral Moody.
Bur. Speck yon Sternburg, the, (Jerman Ambas-

sador, raited immediately after luncheon, and re-
mained at the White House for about fifteen min-
utes.

Secretaries Root nnd Hitchcock had conferences
with the President after the departure of the f.er-
man \u25a0 ibassador

Qefore tii« Cabinet met nt U a. m. \u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0 President
received calls from Senators PWaTOSi Boon and
Hem—Way and Representatives Murdock and F••**
Mr. fees is chairman of the- Mouse Naval Affairs
Committee and discussed the proposed Naval bUI
It is understood thai the President is anxious {\u0084
liave the measure provide for at least two n"w
battleships, or MM hattl—hl|l and iv« or more
crate*ra.

Seriat..!- 9 oti called to iruio«liire Major H [.
Scott, of the !4th 'rivalry who whs wounded in
the Philippines ami the Senator believes Is .lei.-rv-
ing of promotion.

Shortly after the. I'abinrt rne^tinir the ii>r<>itld<«nt
BtSUOd an appeal to the American people from th«
Red Cross in behalf of the starving inhabitants of
Northern Japan.

Congressman Has Diamond Circlet Made for
Bride G. B. Cox Sends Pitcher.

(By Telegraph to The Trlbvne 1
Cincinnati. Feb. 13.—Congressman Iiil|willIll's

wedding present to Miss Roosevelt was forwarded
10 Washington to-day, having been Bade to order
here. II is a diamond necklace. Oeorgo B. Cox,
who has not been invited to attend the ceremony,
has sent a magnificent cut glass water pitcher.

NEWPORT PROPOSES WEDDING COTTAGE.
fßy Telejirarh lO The Tribune ]

Newport. R. I. Feb. 13.-- There la a possibility
thai the citizens or Newport will send a wedding

gift to Miss Alice Roosevelt. The idea Is to raise,
enoupn money by popular subscription to hire one
of the leading cottages for the coming BSSSMS and
to present it to Miss Roosevelt for o^cupan.-y for
tbe «e;»son of IMS, BUss Roosevelt will b<» 'com-
municated with to see if she would accept such a
gift.

MR. LONGWORTHS GIFT A NECKLACE.

Several of the New-York people who are to attend
the wedding are scheduled to arrive here to-mor-
row, some dinner parties having been arranged la
their honor.

Mrs. Roosevelt was so busy this morning with the
final arrangtments for the wedding that she d.i
not meet the women of the Cabinet as usual, but
will receive them on Thursday or Friday, when
they will see all the wedding presents which.
arrive by that time. It Is thought that after

all of the decorations of the East Room are In

place on Friday evening, and the altar completed,

with the exception of thp> most perishable I
which will be added Saturday morning, tasws win

be a rehearsal of the wedd*ng procession, the occa-
sion ending with a special entertainment for the
bridal party.

Mr. Longworth presided over the Committee of
the Whole in tho House. In the discussion of the.
Fortifications bill this afternoon, ia the absence at
Representative Currier, chairman. The wedding

arrangements have not in the least deterred him
from looking after his business connected withCon-
gress, and even when confined to his house by ill-
ness, the first of last week, he had his papers and
stenographer sent to him, dictating as long aa his
physician would permit. Some one referred to-day
to the blooded Boston terrier supposm] to have

been sent to him by some enthusiastic friend,
whereupon he declared that no such startling gift
hud >et reached the White House.

Miss Roosevelt continues to carry about withher
everywhere her Chinese poodle, presented by the
Empress of China, and as she walks about th*
Whits House the little animal toddles patiently
after h»r, walking much like the foot-bound Inhabi-
tants of its native land.

Miss Roosevelt Show* fie Sign of
Tiring from Wedding Preparation*

[From The Trlbuna B'.r«a\« )
Washington. Feb. 13.

—
Mtss Roosevelt shows no

disposition to rest herself as her wedding day

draws near, and. with only three, days intervening.

eh« found time to take Mr. I.ongwnrth to the
bouse this morning, take, luncheon with him. at-

tend to many small details of shopping and later
accompany Mrs. Roosevelt to the National Thea-
tre, where- they heard th« Boston Symphony

•
'r-

chestra. They occupied a box. and. after the ar-
rival of the party, scarcely any attention was paid
to the stage, but every glass was levelled *\u25a0
Miss P.oosevelt and Mr. I-ongworth. who. with

Miss Arnold Hague. Mrs. Walcott Tuckerman and
Miss Nott. formed Mrs. Roosevelt's party.

So large, has the list of wedding- presents gr^wn

that the library on the second floor of th« White.
House is now too small to accommodate, th«m. and
the overflow is being taken to the children's pUy-

room and gymnasium In the attic.
The Emperor of Japan, who entertains a warm

regard for President Roosevelt, has sent to Miss
Roosevelt a chest containing a large silver punch

bowl of repou?so. some splendid embroideries and
other things, all of them typical of the handiwork
of his countrymen. The gift has not yet arrived,

but is expected to-morrow or th» next day.

Mr. Takahira. the former Minister to Washington

from the Flowery Kingdom, sent a «-able dispatch
to the secretaries her*- directing them to sen.l to

Miss Roosevelt in his name an offering of flowers.
The secretaries of the embassy will also send

flowers.
The committee appointed by the. Supreme Court a

few days ago to decide on a present for Miss Roose-
velt have come to the conclusion that It is better

for the members of the court la send flowers to

Miss Roosevelt, and then. If they wish, make indi-
vidual gifts. The members of the- committee were
Chief Justice Fuller nnd Justices Holmes and
White.

80 strictly was the first decision of the President
and Mrs. Roosevelt to confine the, lists of guests to

men and their wives when inviting officials like
those of the Diplomatic Corps and Supreme Court
as a body been kept that Miss Frances Fuller, the
youngest daughter of the Chief Justice, who has
acted as his l;ostess since the death of her mother
two years ago, was not included In the party. Miss
Durand, daughter of the, British Ambassador, and
a number of other young women who came under
this ban were asked to attend the musical which
followed Miss Roosevelt's birthday dinner last
night.

The social world here watched with considerable
curiosity for an announcement of the present sent
to Miss Roosevelt by ex-Secretary and Mrs. Paul
Morton, and willnow be gratified to know that they
have just sent a full dinner set of the most costly

ware. Mlaa Pauline Morton, who Is now here, and
who will attend the wedding on. Saturday, will
make. Miss Roosevelt a gift more personal and sat-
isfying to a young woman's taste.

Among the latest gifts to arrive at the WMSs
House was a diamond ring sent by the Consul
General in London and Mrs. Robert J. Wynne, who
are among the wedding guests. Secretary and Mrs.
Metcalf sent a sliver tankard. A hall clock. In a
mahogany case, which was packed In a crate re-
sembling to a marked degree an Egyptian mummy
case, also arrived to-day. The Belgian Minister.
Baron Moncheur, was disappointed in obtaining

here such a gift for Miss Roosevelt as he and the
Baroness decided on, and will go to New-York to-
morrow, where the shops are less depleted and en-
gravers are not so rushed with work.

Mr. Grip, the Swedish Minister, sent Miss Roose-
velt a handsome piece of brlc-a-brac. especially Im-
ported for the purpose. There is probably not in
the entire collection a more Interesting gift than
that sent by the Empress of China. The splendidly
carved dowry chest has each of its intricate com-
partments tilled with a treasure, either a carving,
needlework, bolt of silk, small painting or some-
thing for use or ornament.
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TRANSATLANTIC TRAVELLERS.

Announcement was mad* yesterday of the en-

Basement of Miss Josephine Flag*, daughter o.

Mr- W. AlUton Flasg. to Philip Boyer. son »•
Mr. and Mrs B. C lioyer. of Philadelphia, and.

nephew of Dl Beverley Rooinson.

Among the wedding* Mt for to-day and which

are of interest to New-York society is that of Glf-

ford A Cochran. of this city, to Miss Mabel Hay-

ward Taylor, daughter of Dr. J. Madison Taylor.

at 3t Stephen* CJxurch. Philadelphia. The bride-

groom Is IBM son of Mrs. William F. C0OBfSB»Sl
No. 5 East SVB-St. He willhave as his >»«*"*\u25a0

Alexander S. Cochran. and his ushers willb*J^J'
lam F. Cocnran. Brockholst M. Smith. AlUßSdsr
Cameron. jr.. Augustus P.. Oliver. Harry *\u25a0»"'

puy. Her.ry James. Bradford Ellsworth. PerdvU

D Taylor and Wl'.Mani Fmvc.

At the Ferkeley Lyceum this ifternooa and
evening thews will be performances By the Janlor

Lsasos of Pir.-ro'a play. "Th* School Mistress."
for the benefit of th* Settlement School work.
Miss Dorothy Whitney. Miss Katherto* Attertrary.

Mi?s
-

san Sedirwick, Miss May Tuckerman and

Miss Marian Clark, as well as Chalmers "Wood. Jr.;

Buell Holiister and ElUot Cross, willfigure Inth*

cast. The play willbe followed by national dances

'.n costume. In which Miss Lorraine Rooeevelt and

other yours Rirl3 will appear, while the perform-

ance will be brought to a close with a so-calla*
"dance of dolls." is wh!-h Miss Ethel Cowdln will

take a leading part. Ikksti for the perfonnaa"

can be obtained only ffe«Bß members of the league

which is composed of debutantes of the season,

those who were, praaer.ted to society twelve inontSs
ago having baen 9 icceeded as members of the
le-i£;:« by young girls who have come out this wia-

ter.

Mr« A- F. \u25a0BBSS will give a dinner this «v«nlnt
at her house in "West I3th-st. for Mr. and Mil.
Joseph H. fSßaf. who were <?r.t«rtalae<l last nl«it
at dinner by Mrs. Her.rv F. Dimock at her hease
In Ws*4 SPth-st.

Mrs. Henry O. Trevor save a large rsotjtlon yet*

terday afternoon for her sister. Mrs. J. Brace
Tsmay, who has arrived here from England.

Mrs. Kten "Wrttrht will(rtv» a lnncheon to-day for
Miss Gertrude Pell, daughter of Mrs. Walden Pell.
and among her guests will be Miss Cynthia Roche
and th« other bridesmaids who are to attend Mils
Pell on the occasion of her wedding to Francis
Cunningham Bishop, next "Wednesday, at Ctsv*ry

Church.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Payne 'Whitney will les*a
town on Friday for "Washington, en route for their
place at Alken. S. C, where they will apead tbe
rest of th* winter. Miss Dorothy "Whitney willac-
company them.

NEW-YORK SOCIETY.

Mrs. \u25a0 H. Harriman save a domtno dance last
night at the St. Regis for her two daughter*, Mist
Cornelia and Mis-* Mary Karrimaa. About one
hundred and fifty Invitations had be«n issued.
\u25a0Worthir.gtori Whitehous© led the cotillon with Mlw
Mary Harriman. and if was followed by a »eated
supper.
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,
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NOTES OF SO^^P^T^ASH.NGTOM[From Th« Trthun. Bureau ]
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nistht. when several other BSMSSi joined thsm.Mr. and Mrs. A. V. Butler announce th,

-
Mme.nt of their daughter. Miss Luvie Jon*. Ufato Captain Kan Tyle- Moore. Artillery Cor .V.IA. Although their home. Is in 3aa Frandscathey have, with their daughter,. b««n sp«ndlii« th«

winter In Washing-ton, Capiala Moora Is »a allto the President, and is on duty la the effle*of thschief of artillery of the army.
Mrs. Stanley Mathews invited a party of fifteen

guests to BBSS« Justice and Mrs. Har'.an at filaattto-night.
Mr*. Tuckerraan entertained a dinner company t>

night.
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prociatlon of vnlue* and the extension of
cred.t bron?ht about by large additions to the
ivorM's ultimate redemption fund. Sliioe lSt>t*>
i!)^ IDlted States has enjoyed an exceptional

dsgna °r prosperity. But other countries have
teen only less utinjulnted by the general for-
ward movement which has followed a ten

years' spurt in gold production.
Tlie T'nlted States in 300T> passed Australia

es a gold producer and stood second in rauk
to Africa. Onr output was 4.219,280 ounces,

against IjMMt*ounces in 1904. Africa pro-
duced C.404,473 ounces, against 4,163,541 In
19«H. In the United States Colorado led in
gold production, with ].22r>,500 ounces, and
California canio second, with about two-thirds
i>s mud;. Alaska's output Is growing rapidly.
Uvlng nearly doubled since 11*03, but on the
British side of the Aiatkan lino production Is
dscxea«ing, so that tho centra of mining opera-
tions lv the sub-Arctic region will soon shift
to American territory- The search for gold

continue* unabated the world over, and never
before hane the results of that search contrib-
uted more powerfully to general progress and
prosperity

THE OAJS COMMISSION.
Tbe first report of the State Gas Commission

is not, indeed, a world shaking document. Sen-
ator Stevens, who knows gas as an expert, may
find little In its tables which he did not know
before, and the general public may be disap-
pointed that nothing definite has yet been done
in the direction of lowering gaß bills, which is
the only part of tbe commission's work in which

the public takes any Interest. It may bo that
the establishment of the commission was ill
advised. Tor our part, we believe that there are
too many commissions in the state and that the
habit of creating a new commission every time
some new work needs to be done or some old
work needs to be better done is mischievous.
Nevertheless, It Is not wise for the legislature

In a fit of hysterics to undo what with delibera-
tion It did only a few months ago.

<iive the a&s Commission a fair chance. It
may have serious shortcomings, but its doings

have also been much misrepresented, and. be-
fore the people make up their minds or the leg-

islature attempts to devise a new system of ad-
ministration, it should have Its day In court.

Certain persons for political and others for
business reasons are anxious to discredit the
commission, and the Republicans should not
weakly and without knowledge assume. that the
commission Is a failure Just because thoße who
want it to fail say it Is loudly and frequently.

The first decision of the commission, one respect-
Ing Auburn, was proclaimed by its enemies to
be a betrayal of the consumers. Itwas said to

have raised the price of gas, and much stern
moralizing followed. The fact was that for the
greater part of the city It materially lowered
the price, though In a small section, where a
ruinous gas war had been raging, a lower price
had for a time prevailed. The war had ended
and the companies had consolidated. The com-

mission could not prevent this. It could only
limit, as it did, the amount of new securities
and prescribe for the whole city a fair price,
which was for the. majority of the consumers a
reduction much more than counterbalancing the

loss of tbe cut rate which a few had enjoyed.

IXCREA&ISG GOLD FBODUCTIOK.
Tirures gathered by "The P'manclal Chron-

icle." of this city, show that the world's pro-
duction of gold Is still steadily mounting. Each
of the last three calendar years has seen a
new record made. Up to IMthe biggest an-
nual output had been 15.221110 ounces -valued
at $814,030,233. That amount had been mined
in 1599, the year before the B-.er war sus-
pended operations In the Transvaal. In ]'.«>;<.
with the Johannesburg region again tranquil-
lized, the 1K99 record was broken; production
reached iri.7TS.Ol6 ounces— valued at |32<i,lfi9.
891. In 1904 itrose to1«.73k44s ounces valued
at $346,034,521. In i»or, a still greater advance
has been registered, the output reaching 18-
211. ounce*— valued at KS7<U4g.BU. .since
HM the nrtfl annual gold jrodu.-tio:i has
r^tflaQjr doubled. Since iss«; it baa nearly
<j.iadrup!ed. Our age is pre-eminectl.- a golden
ag« . for gold his at lan become «<> plentiful
h- to force recognition everywhe:e n% the
world'- <-'n?le primary nonev niett!.

V!:.. e.-ono-nic \u0084Ct--i U- <\u25a0* this rapid IIMBS)SillII«r t!:* avrVe fold stock have beta far reach*;..•: lor •BC tiling, it has greatly relieved the
BtcUa o' j^sblijg rrom the old double standard
ti. tbe sew Efftjia. rtandsrd of value's. The
.iii-I.'..M'.«rt1.'..M'.«rt .f en.?) as prlsaary Jaenej had
bnuM tncrttabte. But twmut) ye«r

-
aco—la

sl> \u25a0\u25a0' f \u25a0 dwindling gold output worli
|atltod DOI a lrti. fit t!i.- preapacl of a too rig-
orom o:.:—..t:v! ti its i.,or«. stocks bnd a
!\u25a0\u25a0•• v,!)<\u25a0'.) ;.^' l*ep*BC*atJOSi of property values in
U--iu:, <,t money. The demonetization of silver
*as •t-rly foupht even In it*last («Uge-i, and
In thi* country a dangerous agitation raged forrein bnvlug for !t-» object the reinflation of
our circulation, first l-y Cat gree:il.-ick Js^ie<.
t.ud later by \hc eaIBMSSSj of sliver a? a targe
odrrr.ce on '>'* HSHEksfCfal value. This ajr!Ui-
tJon. one" so volf-at. Is now outlawed and for-
gotteu, chieSy for the r*fe«on that a vast ln-
cr«s*- in the world's gtr!<l exact hr.% made far-
th-r profit ««^«ii the hingle standard futile
:"l<! mairiD|lua. lbs «"< m«.rpi.v/it'o:i of «.:irrr
tf '.he srsr ssttiai bb« ** ttboni mcro
e-jbijy ar.'i tbo .Ivvn.Mmeiu of tin- t&nmpar
nctic-* Us i«ea qulcLcued through tLa ay-

I/A" BALFOI POLICY.
Mr. Balfonr has given another proof of his

extraordinary deftness of mind and of his un-
surpussed dialectic skill. He lias just suffered at
the polls one of the most overwhelming defeats
that the British electorate has ever Inflicted
span a puny leader, and he baa been supposed
to be so discredited ha his own party that his
continued eldership of it has been regarded
as doubtful if, indeed, his deposition whs not
assured For him to speak at all in such cir-
<-unistarices was courageous. We must regard it
as actual genius for bias to confirm himself in
party leadership and largely to rehabilitate the
party standing and repute before the country.

In that achievement Mr. Balfour had nt com
mand the resources of a skilled and subtle meta-
physician, yet he made less use of them than of
a logic so stmsls and elementary as to be within
The sea of the humblest mind. Cobden devised
free trade, not for Kngland against the world,
hut for Knsrland with the world, confidently
believing- as certainly as that the sun would
rive on the morrow that presently all the world
would adopt the same policy. Rut that ex-
pectation has been disappointed. The rest of
the world remains protectionist. The question

j then arises whether Great Hritaln is to persist
, In the practice of Cobden's policy in circum-
; stances diametrically opposed to those for which

\u25a0 Cobden designed It. Mr. Ralfours answer is in
j the negative. He believes the nation's fiscal
j policy should be suited to conditions that exist,
j and not to tho*e that do not ciist.

Mr. Bulfour perceives also that the competi-
tion of the nations] for markets is growing more
and more keen and that Great Britain is sub-
jected to vastly stronger rivalry now. with in-
dustrial and commercial Germany on one side
of her and industrial and commercial America
on the other side, than In Cobden's day, when
Germany was. as Metterntch said of Italy, a
geographical expression, and America was still
<hiefiy an agricultural country, in tbe straggle
for supremacy no nation can afford to handicap
itself or to neglect any means of mystery.

:Therefore. Mr. Balfour thinks it unwise for
<Jre»t Britain, by refusing a tariff system, to
place herself unarmed and unprotected before a
hostile world and to enter negotiations without
the power of negotiating In brief, he recog-
iiiz»> existing facts and [Mioposcs to deal with
them in a practical manner.

He Ik,of course, in a hopeless minority, and is
;likely to remain so for a term of years. While
, \u25a0*• pee co reason to recall or to revise the opin-

ion hitherto expressed that the tariff question
had on the whole <tMiip.iratlvely little influence
la the electoral campaign, it Is indisputable that
the overwhelming majority of the House of
Oosbbsssm is opposed to Mr. Balfour's policy
ai.il is ex.inmltted to that of maintaining Cobden-
ifm untouched. Whether the cause of tariff
reform will survive and be potent at the next
general election, five or six years hence, will
depend iargely upon the noons of British trade.
?! that remains prosperous, the British nationmay conclude that Mr.Balfours and Mr. Cham-
berlaln's warnings were unfounded and that the
United Kingdom can safely continue to stand

j alone against the Industrial and commercial'
world. IfBritish trad» dedtoeß. tad if "Yan-
kee notions' and :z<«"l-, "made In Germany*1 In-

\u25a0
-T»jai>e «ti;l multiply in :i.e Riarbsti .if the world,

; sad eve.i In those of »;rrat Brit..in. Ifr. Balfour
j»^y Lave an ofportuaivy to lead his party In

but which even they could no longer hope to

retain.
The memb«»rf«l)ip of the <Sas Qommiaslon was

not filled until July 20 last. It held Its first
hearing on August 8. but it was not until the
middle of September that It Iml looked <>vcr the
RToumi ami organized a staff for permanent

work. Com plaint ie made tlmt Ithns not recom-
mended reduction of prices in New-York City.

Has It occurred to the critics that it Is still
giving bearings on that subject? Yesterday It
6at in Brooklyn and took testimony on an appli-
cation to lower the price In that borough. Pos-
pibly it might hare been more expeditions ip its
work, but when It1b still taking testimony with
respect to the metropolitan companies it can
hardly, lynch law fashion, anno-uuee a finding

Just for the 6ake of making its report interesting

and then try the issues afterward.
I^et the critics be reasonable about this matter.

The commission may prove s failure, but no
adequate basis for judgment on thnt point is
yet before the public. Any sudden and Incon-
siderate repeal of the law passed last year, after
careful study, before it> usefulness had been
fairly put to the test would sußK^st a harmful
luck of seriouHtiess :in<l continuity of purpose
.n the pnrt of the lawmakers.

CONGRESS.— -Senate: The Ship Subsidy bill
was filscuwsed. and an agreement to vote ontne

Ture Food bill February 21 reached
——

House: The Fortifications Appropriation bill was

debated.
FOREIGN.— A royal commission opened Par-

liament, and Mr.Lowther was re-elected Fpeaker

of the House. ::
——

:The lawyers In the De Ca«-
tellane case have held conferences over financial
terms, which, it Is Bald, may modify the coun-
tess's bill of complaint; the question of separa-
tion or divorce Is apparently not yet settled.
. -

The French and German delegates dis-
cussed the Moroccan fituation at AJgeclras; the
other envoy Fhow confidence that an agreement

will be reached. =:=. The Venezuelan govern-
ment hap made known its reply to the note of

M Rouvler, dismissing the chare* d'affaires at
Paris; -the answer contain*' a hint of arbitration.

\u25a0. The body of Kin* Christian of Denmark
was quietly taken from the Amallenborß Palace
to the Plotsklrke, where great crowds paid honor
to the de.ad BMagaflajß. = = A dispatch from
Santo Domingo paid that 'he report of an Insur-
rection nouth of Monte Cristi whs due to the ap-
pearance el a small band of outlaws who fled be-
fore the government troops.

T'OMF-STlc. conservatives in th« Senate
Interstate ComraTfe Committee rani*into con-
trol of the situation, and an agreement on an
amendment to th« Rat* hillproviding for review
by the court* was made certain. == Tam-
many braves held a powwow In Albany, hoping
to help obtain the. ra*»aße of the "public- util-
ities commission" bill. — Senator Elsbers; in-
troduced a Mil providing for immediate consid-
eration by the courts of a recount petition by ap-
pointment of a commissioner to examine ballot!.
ers

—
F. Augustus Hdnte sold out his Montana

copier mine* to Amalgamated Interests, and
thereby er.defl the big oeaajar war which has
wiped for years, r-^^—Attorney General Hadley,
Of FT. Louis. (.peaking InI><--* Motoea, said he had
Bsafta his <a*»- against the Standard Oil Com-

l>an\. ess Tlm CMaM» Commission visited
WeHesley College: Prenidf-nt Hazard announced
three BdMtarahtpa for • "bin*M women. :Th»-
P'ra:.- Judiciary Committee in Albany heard
vnri.us hills designed '\u25a0• ppwml bribery at elec-
tion*.

- -
The Attorney <^eneraj of Ohio began

m. hoorti for < "onerepsmtin Sfflebotea Loinworth as
Oevaraar of OMo, at Cincinnati.

CITY.--Ktoclu= were strong. =r=- John A Mr.
Call x\as it, \u25a0 .-rltiral condition at I^akewood. N.
J- \u25a0-

- Kx-I'tesident HeCvriy (if the Mutual
Ufe and his son. Robert H McOurdy. were be-
ing wafhed by detectives -'\u25a0 The scale, com-
mittee at the Anthracite M;...- Worker* arrived
here ar.d nonaullad with Mr. Mitchell. -\u25a0

(asm IfeCtanalaw. ;res) ••• • at the Mutual
Bank and th« David BtaWBOMn Brewing Com-
j>any. was sued for maladministration of the
Ptevensnn • state.. = Vim President Schwerii,
nt the Pacific Mail Steal— flip Company said
that he expected trouble in China. -=.

--:Gen-
eral Ti'.iighum made several transfer* In order
to placa a 9tm captain in the '!'. nd«rloin police
station. = -

OBBaßnaataaar Darlington «aid
that }.c had a.lyr«*j samples of "communion"
\u25a0rtM arfeSdi eantttoad mmot nl>ohoi and analinodye. .- sAn attachment was obtained against
Ommg» I. QaaM and others as trustees of th«
UtOm Ka-'Awr.a Syndicate. =3= Charles T
Bams *-t''\u25a0:'.. ~<\ the plans of the new theatren r><» t&aatmi bar anal knotm N>w.y,,: nan.
c=-- 1 -\u25a0 •Bppeaafl murder md suicide was dis-
g"****': * Bm»H house _— Abraham
Ri:r;_-r.e. tb« attorney, lost hm appeal in the
r>o(3r*-V' r*»

* ;S»orr.ation of perjury . «*e \u25a0\u25a0

—
V rtaJ esTa/.e <>a>r'« •\u25a0?_-» charged
aftß assaulting hie Batter artta a baseball hat.

THE "WEATHJIH :—.'.-,••,.-» f.,r to-day
n«.in. tfca tanapatatarc rntcraay: M.ghent 48<Segr*-ep, lowest, 27

EZCJBE ABOLITION IX SPAIN.
The campaign against the excise system In

Bpaln seems, after ninny years and many vicis-
situdes, to be nearlng a successful end. It was
started more thun thirty-live years ago in revo-
lutionary times. Tho revolutionary government
made ihravo attempt to ;il><>lisb. the offensive
taxes, but in vain. The finances of the country
would not permit it. Revenue was imperatively
needed, and there was do other source of sup-
ply that could take the place of this. So tho
hated system was maintained as s matter of
necessity, like the income tax In Great Britain.

After the royal restoration the Liberals and
Republicans resumed the agitation against ex.
else taxes, making the abolition or" them a funda-
mental article of their political creed. Never-
theless, no I.il^ral Ministry ventured to put
that principle into effect, and It was left for the
Conservatives to do so. In 1904. They did it on
the historic plan of "dishing the Whigs," feeling

sure the nexi Liberal government would take
ourse, and wishing to forestall it and get

the credit for their own party. They did not en-
tirely abolish the national excise system, but
thej greatly reduced its scope, and they (!t»
rrwascd the excise-levying powers of municipal-
ities. Then, by the irony of fate, the Liberal
government, which succeeded the Conservatives,
found it Decessarj to restore ilie \*'i-y taxes
which the Liberal parts had been deuouix ing
and promising to abolish!

The present Cabinet has ndnpted the budget, of
it*predecessor, and so acquiesces In the reiinpo
sltion of the excise. But it tounderstood that this
is only for :i time until the whole taxation m
ten of tin kingdom can be revised, :is it greatly
needs to be The government has now created a
t^ra n>l commission to undertake that work, cont-
posed nfp' onlj "T Senators and Deputies of all
political parties, but also of representatives of
chambers <•\u25a0" commerce and of agriculture. ..f
workingmen'fi guilds, etc. Irs Instructions are
to Investigate t! ntiif system of national :m«l
local taxs Ikm and to dei Is* .-i scheme of revision,
with especial view to making the abolition of
the excise possible and permanent, it i.s to re-
l*>rt the results ot its lat*>rs by the end of next
month. The Importance of the reform thus
promised will be the mars appreciated when we
remember that in Spain the excise tax is levied
not on liquor* alone, bul on wheat snd flour
and many other necessaries »>f life. The aboil-
tk-n of such taxes, which will probably be ef-

STUDYING AMERICA.
It is pleasant to observe that the American

Minister to Colombia, Mr. Barrett. Is repeating

this year the offer of prizes which he made last
year to American college students for the best
essays or papers on political, economic or his-
torical subjects relating to the Latin-Ameri-
can republics. The competition for laet year's
prizes, we believe, considerably promoted in-
teresi In :in<l study of those countries, and a
similar remit of Ptill greater extent and valuo,
is to be expected this year. In instituting these
prizes winch is <lone through the agency of
the president of Colombia T'niversity, in this
city

—
Mr. Barrett has performed a real 6ervice,

which is to be regarded with appreciation and
gratitude.


