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+* Pmperor Francis Joseph's action in dissolving
. Hungary's national Diet must not be regarded

“ Pesth which denounce the step as &n attempt
©n the part of the aged monarch to stifie Hun-
garian liberty are altogether misleading. The
wenerable sovereign has no intention whatsoever
of ruling without the people. On the contrary,
he desires to increase the extent of their volce
§n the affairs of the nation. Confronted by de-
smands made by the parliamentary majority of
the Magyar legislature, which he considered 2s
contrary to the letter and to the spirit of the
constitution which he had sworn on June 8,
3867, to observe—demands that he regarded as
unjust 1o more than half of the population of the
Kkingdom of Hungary and as constituting a peril
alike to nation and to throne—he has announced
Bis determination of appesaling 10 the whole of
his subjects comprised in the Transieithan
portion of his dominions. He declined to regard
the pearliament at Pesth as representing the
true sentiments and wishes of the population of
the Meagyar kingdom in its entirety, in view of
the fact that legislative representation is virtu-
ally monopolized by 5.25 per cent of the popula-
tion of Hungary proper, leaving the millions of
Croatie and Slavoriia with practically no voice
et all in the government and he proclaimed his
gesolve to grant universal rage Inasmuch

@s the Hungar.ans constituts about one-third of

the population of Hungary ey ohjected to this

extension of the franchise, and 1! sth houses of
ed them-

1

! Emperor in proclaiming universal suffrage are

they have enjoved until now that they are pre-
pared to go any length, short of actual revolu-
tion, to prevent it. That, howesver, their ob-
struction and animosity will ever develop into
an organized armed rebellion, as In 1848, need
not, 1 am convinced, be really feared. For where-
as sixty yvears ago old Kossuth and his fellow
patriots championed ths cause of the people
egainst the crown, it is the sovereign who to-
day is chhmpioning the cause of the downtrod-
den masses of the kingdom of Hungary against
the territorial aristocracy and rich bourgeoisle,
errayed, strange to say, under the leadership of
old Kossuth’s son Francis. In 1848 and 1849
classes and masses were united in Hungary,
against Austria and the dynasty. To-day they
are lined up one against the other, with the
masses in overwhelming majority and strong
in the support of the crown. The classes, there-
fore, cannot afford to go to the length of civil
war. They would be crushed.

In 21! this Austria remains a passive specta-
tor. Although a feeble attempt has bheen made
by Count Apponyi and his fellow Nationalists to
represent the course adopted by the Emperor as
an attempt on ¢the part of Austria to deprive
Hungary of her rights, it has failed to find
any echo The quarrel is a purely Translei-
than affair. (f course, the Austrians have
their sympathies, and, whereas the aristocracy
are inclined to favor their fellow nobles in Hun-
gary and to condemn Francis Joseph for resort-
ing to universal! suffrage, the masses in Aus-
tria look forward to a victory of the democracy
in the Magyar kingdom. And victory is virtu-
ally certain. Whether the means adopted by the

sirictly constitutional i 4 ouestion about which
there will always he a diversity of opinjon.
The Nationglists hold that Parliament alone

the Parliament st Budapest pronou
selves by overwhelming majc ritlies against the
scheme Emperor Francis Jo declined to
9ieid to their views on the gues 1 of franchise,
@issolved hoth houses by Impe rial decree on
Monfay last, as he was entili A to do by the

}

terms of the constitut gnd is now by means I‘

©of a proclamation order general election l'
throughout the gt} | adth of the land
on & basis of universa suffrage = bhelieves
that a Parlia: € ted thus ¥ represent
* the views of e y & whole istead of

" smerely & molsy m thereof I
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had the right to extend the suffrage by means
of a law; which, of course, it would never under
any circumstances have enacted. On the other
hand, the Emperor starts out from the principle
the whole of the government weas origi-
nally vested in the crown, that the political pre-
rogatives of the people and its admission to a
voice in the affairs of the country are conces-
sions by the crown and have been accepted as
such, and that this being the case the crown
has a perfect right still further to increase the
privileges of the people in the way of parlia-

the grant of their demands on the subject of
the army. Realizing that this meant mothing
more or less than a repeal of the union of the
dual empire, the old Kaiser suggested that the
matter should be referred to a new Parliament,
elected on a basis of universal suffrage. To the
grant of any extension of the franchise the Na-
tionalists showed themselves even still more op-
posed, and it was then that the Emperor, find-
ing that there was nothing to be done with the
Nationalists, with whom he had been negotiating
for two years, dissolved Parliament, and made
up his mind to proclaim universal suffrage by
a decree, and thus appeal to the people against
the Nationalists,

It is possible that Francis Joseph might even
have been willing to yleld in economic matters,
But he would not tolerate the attitude of the
Nationalists with regard to the army. Accord-
ing to the terms of the constitution of 1867,
sanctioned by the Magyar Parliament, the ab-
solute command and control of the Austro-Hun-
garian army was confirmed in him, legislative
rights being limited to the approval or rejection
of army credits and to the annual vote for the
enrolment of recruits. The organization and
direction of the Austro-Hungarian army were
left wholly within the discretion of the mon-
arch. It must thoroughly be understood that
there is no separate Hungarian army, and never
has been since its destruction by the Turks at
Mohachs in 1526. When the term of Austro.
Hungarian army ie used it means that the reg-
ular army is the army of the dual empire as a
whole, composed partly of Austrian troops and

His Action in Dissolving Hungary's National Diet the Other Day Not Regarded
by “ Ex-Attache” as a Piece of Tyranny.

partly of Hungarian soldiers, also of Slovacs,
Croats, Bosnians, etc., all united into one com-
pact force under one central organization, head-
ed by the Emperor as generalissimo. It may
be added that many of the commanding
generals and superior officers are Magyars,
Croats or Slovacs. Besides this, there is a
purely Hungarian militia, or honved, of no mill-
tary account, imsspite of the immense sums of
money uselessly squandered upon it by the
Hungarian Cabinet, to which it is subject.
What the Natlonalists demand is that all the
Hungarian troops of the regular army should
be banded into a separate and purely Hungarian
force, commanded exclusively by Hungarian of-
ficers, flying the Hungarian colors, and directed
not by the Empercr, but by the Hungarian Cab-
fnet. This, of course, the Emperor cannot and
will not grant. Any such concession would con-
stitute a violation of the terms of the constitu-
tion of 1867, and would, moreover, not merely
impair but virtually destroy for years to come
Austria-Hungary's strength as a military power,
by entirely disorganizing the imperial army.
This would In itself constitute a grave danger
to the existence of the dual empire, and the
sovereign holds that he would be faithless in
his obligations to the nation and to his dynasty
were he, by disrupting the army, to render the
dual empire defenceless.

Throughout the entire controversy between
the Emperor and the Nationalists he has ad-
hered to the terms of the constitution, kept all his
pledges, and shown a patience and a breadth of
view beyond all praise—the fruits of an experi-

- .“,;-v‘

ence of more than half a century of active sov-
ereignty. The Nationalists, on the other hand,
have again and again broken thelr promises to
him, shifted their ground and submitted new
and more nearly impossible demands than those
they had clamored for before. That is why
popular sympathy ought to be with Francls
Joseph in this country. Imbued with fervent
patriotism, with a lofty sense of his duty tow-
ard his people, and the most complete gelfish-
~ess, he is champloning to-day the cause of
the ‘masses against the classes, and that not
alone fn Hungary, but also in Austria, to which
he has resolved to extend a universally equal
suffrage. He realizes that he is the father of
the whole people, rather than of any particular
caste thereof, and, finding that the classes have
failed him in his attempts to govern through
them, and have stood In the way of his doing
his duty to his country, he is appealing to the
masses. EX-ATTACHE

PARIS ART NOTES.

What May Be Seen at First Exhibi-

tion of Water Color Society.

Parls, February 13.
Among the dozen or so of art shows now open,
none give evidence of such originality, vigorous
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—
more forcibly, perhaps, than any of his wej
known works the harmony of tones, the brill.
fancy, the luminous play of lght and the vie
brating atmespheric effects in which he {3 umne
equalled. *“The Moonrise the Port of
Genoa.” “The Venetian Ftte," and, above al}
the “Perfume of the Rose,” a monkey squdtting
on a table, toying with a huge red rose, bathed
in light, with a background of the delicate pear}
hued, closely drawn biinds of a window, through
the siits of which come the rays of a midday
sun—is a masterpiece in water color art

Our countryman, Mr. Walter Gay, for the first

Over

time exhibits In water color Mr. Gay, ever
fatthful to his “interiors™ shows that his deze
terity with his new medium is up to his stande

ard in ofl. The “Breakfast is
the “Window" are delightful bit
study and coloring. The
gouaches, executed with remarkable
by M. Ferdinand Luilgini, have the aspec
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