
THE BENNETT BUILDING.
InKusau street, from Fulton to Ann streets, Boi d yesterday by the New-York Life liMuranco Com-

pany to Felix Isman. of Philadelphia, for $1,000,000.
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yIHV FOLLOWS TOHXJDO.

pgpOftl 200 ARE DEAD
VolVo1 LXV- --N* 2UU7. PRICE THREE CENTS.

Lord Xorthcliffe 'Asked to Help' ,
Clean Mutual Life.

There remains no doubt that Stuyvesant FlslJ,
president of the Illinois Central Railroad Com-
pany, who recently resigned from the board oi •

trustees of the Mutual Life Insurance Company, j
willhead a policyholders' committee of Interna- j
tional scope which willso Into the affair*of that
company without a whitewash brush. Mr. Fl^h
has not yet given out a formal acceptance, but
his associates. In speaking for him yesterday,

were certain that his decision had been made.

ASSOCIATES SAY SO.

FISH—.\O WHITEWASH.

The Grand Avenue Hotel, containing fifty

guests, is a wreck. Nothing is known of the

number of guests who were killed. The Meyer-

Neville hardware <^tabliphment also was razed.

Confix**11
" Stories Regarding Loss

of Life tit Meridian, Mi**.
,'H> *!Vin»raph to The TrU-u«u».l

• .Organs. March '2.
—

Two hundred people

,*%red dead and fullydouble that number
tx*rei""

\u25a0 hv the tornado at Meridian to-night,
irjur™ v?

report comes from Jackson over the long

-, telephone. At least twenty bodies were
«:*

4., the flre which brok«' out Immediately

th» tornado. Four complete blocks along

•raoks of the Queen & Crescent Railroad

w-ipedw-iped out of existence, one building;, that

' j\e Aftnwur klnjf Company, being; left
o* •

nR tbe buildings which were completely

..\u25a0v#/ "***th y->un|r Men's Christian As-

i.1«• the r.rand Avenue Hotel, with fifty

il
-

r-r^bfr nf the largest stores In the

f the Outf Cotton Compress, the joint

f -tgM fi'otlPJi of the Queen & Crescent Rail-

road «nfl jicsp^riKer station of the same

road.
Pperial tralr.s have pone out from If—Ol

lianF to th" asF'.ftanre of the. stricken town.

The negro section was wiped out and the

charred br^i<* of now than twenty negroes

rerP found in the burning ruins.

The city is in total /Jark»"'<' fis. as the ilfirlilr

licht rW>1w"as <3°i!tro>Bi- It is believed that as

soon as daylight comes many other bodies will

be fourd. Sixteen men are known to be buried

in the freight 6?pox and none of them have been

rescued, although it la believed that many of

them are «!!! alive. The work of rescue is

gttag on as rapidly as possible.

The tornado broko over the city a.« the people

»ere returning from work, and many were

struck with flyingbrinks and timbers. Itmoved

from northeast to southwest, makinp a clean

»eer of everything

Mr. Breaux report* \u25a0\u25a0)) trains entering the city

do time.

Several fires were started as a result of the
O'fl°Mc.but the only one \u25a0I serious consequence

»££ that la a compress*. All fires were extin-
rulshed by 10 p. m.

From the business centre the cyclone Jumped

to East End. -where a number of houses were

blown down and others badly damaged. Mr.
Breaux Ftated that the number of lives lost is
ESU3-—probably not more than three or four per-

sons. A iran named Johnson Is hemmed In by

the -vreckage. and at 10 o'clock to-night he was
reached by the rescuing party, whom he begged
to hurry and extricate him.

[By Tli*Associated »\u25a0(\u25a0?.]

Mobile. March
—

A long distance message

to "The Item" from J. D. Br.auv service man

of the Cumberland Telephone Company at
Meridian, Miss., gives complete details of a tor-

nado which struck Meridian this evening In
vhich several persons were killed.

During a heavy rainstorm at 6:40 o'clock a

storm cloud developed in the south and moved
<<uick!y ever the city, striking Front street, the

business centre, with i.ull force. The wind wmm
probably blowing seventy-seven miles an hour.

The tornado passed over in about two minutes,

and during that period three or four whole

limn were devastated. A conservative esti-

mate places the number of buildings blown
down at between thirty and forty.

Among the heaviest losers are the Meyer &
Neville Hardware Comr-any; Tom Lyle & Co.,

wholesale drygoods and grocers; Joseph H.

Jloore. wholesale drygoods and groceries; the
New-Orlear.s & Northeastern Railroad freight

fl«pnt and other buildings, the names of which

are r.ot obtainable at this hour. The Mobile &

Ohio depot is safe, as well as the Southern
Hotel, lut the Grand Avenue Hotel was con-
f-id»rah]y damaged. The guests in the latter
building escaped, however, and no one was in-
jured.

Meridian. th» county seat of Lauderdale
County, Miss.. 1? th» largest manufacturing cen-
tre In the {?•«\u2666*- It is ninety-six miles east of
Jsckson. on the Mobile & Ohio and Alabama
Great Southern railways. The East Mississippi

FeraaJe College Is In Meridian. Its population In
IfMVEB 14,050.

FISHING FL ET MISSING.

Only Sixty of Three Hundred Boats
Rctvrn to Trondhjem. •

Trrwfihjem. Norway. March 2— three hun-
dred boats -which recently went out fishing only
sixty have rr-turnr-d, and It is feared that disas-
ter has befallen the others.

HARRIMAN ROAD PROJECT DEFEATED.
IBy7>leeraph to Th* Tribune.]

Mi<i<i]«»town. N. V, March 2.
—

The Board of
Eupenisors of Orange County on Thursday de-
feated a project to construct MM of the state

roads d*«lre<J by E. H. ITnrrl—n. by a vote of
15 to 1«. The road advocated by the Harriman
interests •wan to run through the towns of
Blooming Grove. Monroe and Chester by a new
rout*. Ignoring the old highway and passing
through a -«arr:p. The new road would pass
on!y two houi-«>M. while the old road passes four-
twn. Th» opponents of the new road claim that
It was proposed for the benefit of the Harriman
tutomobllieta excluelveJy. and not for the con-
vesience of th« taxpayers.

IT WAS NOT MR. ROCKEFELLER.
(By Telegraph to The Tribune.)

Plttsburg, March 2—John D. Rockefeller la
t.ivt- \u0084* vhlch nobody has the smallest doubt.
He <!Jd net pan through Plttsburg last nightIn"*

private car Plymouth Rock, as had been
*ld«iy announced. The car which arrived here
«om Fort Wayne contained a dead man, and a.»orw in charge looked much like Mr. Rocke-
•tier's colors servant. Hence the rumor.

*l'E6 M'LAUGHLIN ESTATE FOR $15,003.

Michael E. Finneg-an Is suing th« estate of
**«*»»McLaughlln to recover 14,021 40 for •«\u25a0-
vl*«« In representing the McLauehlln Interests
jn the condemnation proceeding!) for the opening
««w> Willink entrance to Prospect Park. Brook-
lyn.

ONE NIGHT TO CHICAGO
ty The Twentieth Century limited of the N*-w-
}**k Central Lines. Leave New York 8:30 p. m..
rr.vt Chicago tM next morning. The fattest long

rid*,la tho »ri<l-***r'ler. in 13 hour*.—

SLAVE LAW STANDS IN DELAWARE.
(By TVl^craph to Th» Tribunal

Wilmington. Del.. March '2.—Delaware i: the.
only state in the Union where slavery laws are

still In force. The discovery was made to-day

that the trustees of the poor of Newcastle
County have the right to bind out paupers. This
stipulation Is In the laws governing officials, and
pertains to women and negroes. 'They can be
bound out to any person In Delaware for a term

not exceeding three years."' It says. The laws,

which were originally passed by the Legislature,
were revised .by a committee of the board of
trustees last week and reported to be all right.
Inasmuch, however, as this flection conflicts with
thn act of emancipation. It Is not believed the
trustees will endeavor to enforce It

Hammcrstein Signs Famous Singer

for His New Company.
Oscar Hammersteln has made another con- .

tract which will please lovers of opera In this
city. He signed Glllbert yesterday, who, since

his days with Maurice Grau, has been exploit-
Ing his talents on the concert stage, singing

French songs with exquisite art, but causing

lovers of opera regret that he was not at the
Metropolitan, appearing In "Tosca," "The
Daughter of the Regiment," "La Boheme" Mid
the other operas In which he was Inimitable.

Mr. Hammerstein sails for Europe on Tues-
day. He may have other announcements to

make before he goes. At any rate, he prom-
ises plenty when he gets back, among others the
names of his conductors. . \u25a0

GILIBERT FOR OPERA.

Secretary Share Announces Tempo-
rary Placing of Funds.

Washington. March 2.
—

Secretary Shaw an-
nounced to-day that he would make temporary
deposits In public banks amounting to $10,000,-

000. The Secretary In his statement says:

In the month of February. Just closed, the
Treasury Department locked up about $10,000,-
000—54,500,000 by excess of government receipts
over expenditures, and $5,000,000 by excess of
deposits of lawful money for redemption of
national bank circulation over and above tha
actual redemption. For this reason the Secre-
tary of the Treasury announced this evening
that he would at once deposit $10.OOi>,O( *>of pub-
lio funds in existing depositary banks. These
deposits willlie made entirely In important cen-
tres

—
namely, New- York. Boston. Philadelphia.

Baltimore, Chicago. tjt. Louis and New-Orleans.
The deposits will bet temporary only, and de-
positary banks receiving them will be called
upon to return the same on or about July 10.
The deposits bHlng of a temporary character,
the department willaccept as security satisfac-
tory bonds on a basis of IH» per cent of their
value.

WILL DEPOSIT $10,,000 ,000.

Caught on Hmcmcijcr Estate Look- j
ing for Decoy Package.

[By Teleßraph to Th« Tribune]

Greenwich. Conn.. March 2.
—

Prosecuting At-
torney Henry B. White and Constable Richard

Morrell succeeded late last night In capturing

a man believed to be the writer of a "Black
Hand" letter, and his alleged companion. Joseph !

Ferranto and Eugene Imbrogna are the prison-

ers, and they will have a hearing to-morrow on

the charge of blackmail and threatening the

lives of Pasquale Forte and family.
The prisoners and Forte are employed In the

Mianus Manufacturing Company's mills, near
H. O. Havemeyer's summer place on Palmer's

Hill. A letter reached Forte Monday, mailed
from Stamford, demanding that $250 be placed

In a white handkerchief on a tree stump near
Mr. Havemeyer's home, at midnight Thursday,

and stating that if It was not put there Forte

and his family would be cut to pieces. It was
written InItalian. In red Ink. and signed "Black
Hand," with the sign of a cross.

Forte, badly scared, consulted Prosecutor
White, and he sent Constable Morrell to put out
a handkerchief and then watch. Ferrante and
Imbrogna were at the stump feeling Itover when
the officer and his assistants arrived. The con- !
stable chased them and fired at them. Ferrante !
\u25a0was caught,' and to Forte he repeated th* threat

''
of the letter, saying that his friends would now
surely kill him. Imbrogna was caught to-day.
He asked for a knife to cut his throat.

Steve Adams Con fesses Share in
Steu nenberg Assassination.

B>i«e. Idaho, March 2.
—

Steve Adams has

made a full confession in the Steunenberg as-
sassination cas<*. It is more detailed and sweep-
ing than that of Orchard on the movement of

the conspirators.

BLACKMAILERS IX NET.

ADMITS IDAHO MURDER.

FeHx Ismav Buys Bennett Building,
in Nassau Street.

Felix Isman, of Philadelphia, bought yesterday
from the New-York Life Insurance Company the
Bennett Building, a ten story office and store

structure occupying the block front on the west
side of Nassau street, from Fulton to Ann street.
The structure is No. 93 to 99 Nassau street. No.
135 to 139 Fulton street, and No. HO to 34 Ann
street. It has a frontage of 117 feet in Nassau
street, of74.8 feet inFulton street, and of 75 ti feet
in Ann strset. The property was owned for some
years by James Gordon Bennett, proprietor of
"Tie Ntw-York Herald." One million dollars

was Hje price obtained by Leopold \V«iJ. p^ent

for the New- York Lifa
Adjoining the Bennett Building is an eleven

story office and store structure with a frontage

of 24.11 feet in Ann street, and with a depth of
5g leot jn design and construction this structure

is similar to the Bennett Building, of which it

is practically an annex, as its tenants have no
other way of going to or from their offices ex-
cepi through the Bennett building. Mr. Isman
could prevent Its tenants from using his build-
ing. This peculiar Ann street -building which
has no entrance of Its own is owned by one of

the Sire brothers, and will probably be sold in

foreclosure proceedings in the near future, as

the interest on the mortgage on the property is

passed due and unpaid.

Mr.Isman willprobably acquire the Ann 9treet

structure at the foreclosure sale. An action in

foreclosure has already been begun by the life
insurance company against the annex property.

The member of the Sire family who owns the

Ann street parcel also owned the Bennett Build-

ing until some months ago, when the Insurance

company acquired it in foreclosure proceedings.

About ten years ago James Gordon Bennett

sold the Bennett Building to John Pettlt. the

r. il estate operator and builder. It was a six
story building when he got it. He increased its
height hy four stories and erected the Ann strtet

annex, which, by the present sale, becomes a
separata building, and the only office structure
without its own entrance in this city. Pettit

trot Into financial difficulties due to his real es-
tatfl operations, and the Bennett Building and
the Ann street annex were acquired by the New-

York Life Insurance Company at the foreclosure
pale of the property. Since the day of the fore-

closure sale Pettit has not been seen. Later
the insurance company sold the two parcels for

about $1 101X000 to a person acting for one of
the Sire brothers.

This is the second big deal in which Mr.ißman
has figured within the last two months. He
recently leased for an unusually long term of
years a parcel at l\3d street and Broadway. He
will Improve that site with a big store and loft
building. Mr. Well was also the broker in that
deal. Tho Bennett Tuildlng will be improved
by its present owner.

But Sciior Mcndnza Denies Rela-
tions Will Be Severed.

Washington. Ifarcta -\u25a0

—
Th-re is interest in

diplomatic circles over the fact that since the
United States rejected Colombia's oftVr to sub-
mit the question of an indemnity risked by that
government from th^ United Stati-s on account
of the revolution and \u25a0absequent lops of Pan-
ama to arbitration of a third party the Co-
lombian Minister to this country, Senor Mcn-
doza. hap been absent from Washington.

Itla feared that the government of Colombia,
irritated by the second rejection of their de-
mands, may decide once more to break off rela-

tions between that country and the United
States, and that the minister's departure for
New-York was only the first step taken on his
way home.

Senor Mer.doza. who hiis been staying at a hotel
in this city for the last ten days, when Informed of
the foregoing dispatch last ntpht. denied that he
had any intention of withdrawing from Washing-
ton.

•'There Is absolutely no foundation for tho report."
he said. "Iam in New-York on some business for
my Rovernment. When 1 have finished with that
Ishall return to Washington, and continue to pre-

sent the claims of Colombia growing out of the
Panama affair and try to have them satisfied.
There Is no truth in the report of any feeling of
resentment felt by me. but Ishall use every effort
to obtain Justice for Colombia There was nothing
mysterious in my departure from Washington, and
Ishall be back there in a few days."

SOLD FOR A MILLIOX.THINKCOLOMBIA ANGRY

Contest for Congressional Chairmanship Nar-

rowed to Two Candidates.

Washington. March 'I—The fight for the chair-

manship of the Democratic Congressional com-

mit tea has narrowed down to a contest between
Representative Qriggs. of Georgia, and Repre-

sentative Granger, of Rhode Island. Repre-

sentative Flood, of Virginia, withdrew from the

race to-day and Representative Lloyd, of Mis-
souri, who has been mentioned for the place, has

made It clear that he willnot be a candidate.
Representative Granger la supported by the

Northern Democrats, while Mr. Grig** has the

solid Southern support, and his selection seems

certain. The Northern Democrats insist that
they should hay« the chairmanship, as the fight

will be larg-lv centred this fall in UM great

citl<* of the North, which have many close dis-
tricts, requiring the attention of a chairman
familiar with Northern politics. The committee
will meet next Tuesday evening to name the
chairman, \u25a0 :*,^

"

Partner of Senator's Opponent in Timber
Case, Supposed Dead, May Be Alive.

[By IMwk to The. Tribune.]
Chicago, March 2.

—
A crisis has been reached

in the legal contest long waged In the Circuit
and Probate courts here between United States
Senator Platt, of New-York, and James Dono-
van, of this city. Donovan accuses Platt and his
nephew. J. Platt Underwood, of wrongfully tak-
ing for their own use timber valued at more than
three million dollars from forest lands In Wis-
consin, said to be the property of Donovan and
the estate of his former partner. La Flora S.
Baker, formerly of Big Rapids, Mich.

A complications in the case is the intimation
that Baker la really alive and maintaining a

residence InNew-York, while his estate is being

settled in Chicago. To-morrow Donovan will go

before the Circuit Court and complete arrange-

ments to go to N*w-Yorkwith a court order au-
thorizing the taking of a deposition from Sen-
ator Platt. who is too feeble to come to Chicago.

DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE FIGHT.

CRISIS IN FIGHT AGAINST PLATT.

While walking through thp street he saw a
little figun- moving hand over hand across a
telephone wire a!>ou' twenty feet above the
street. Mttlbej had a "hunch" that It was
the errant Monti. The torch bf-aror wouldn't
come d''wn, hut the policeman finally dislodged
him and, after a fight, locked him up. Monti
had ton at ;m Italian christening and was
full of vermouth.

Vermouth Turned Central Park
Torch Bearer Into Acrobat.

Patrolman Mulvey, of the Centra! Park police,
noticed, about 7:30 last night, that the lamps
in th« 86th street transverse road were not
lighted. He started out to find Franco Monti.
a dwarf, whose duty, as municipal tor^h bearer,

is to light them.

HIS LIGHT WAS OUT.

Accused Man Returns Well to Fight
Against Removal.

Justice Joseph M. Deuel returned to the city
yesterday and went to the Criminal Courts
Building in the afternoon' to accept service of
the papers in the application for his removal
from the Special Sessions bench. It was then
disclosed that in the charges against Justice
Deuel was Included the accusation that he was
associated in business with persons who were
blackmailing: people through the columns of
'Town Topics."

Justice Deuel looked the picture of health
after several weeks of fishing on the Gulf coastof Florida, and he said he never felt better,
It was his first appearance at the Criminal
Courts Building since his collapse on the lastday of the trial of Norman Hapgood on the
charge of criminal libel. The papers in the ap-
plication for his removal were served on him in
his chambers by Howard 3. Cans, formerly one
of Mr. Jerome's assistants. Justice Olmsted v:*
with him when the papers were served.

After the character of the charges became
known. Justice Deuel declined to discuss them.
He said, there had been an amicable arrange-
ment, by which he had come to his chambers
to accept service. He would resum* his dutieson the bench on Monday, he said, and would
defend himself against the charges before the
Appellate Division of the Supreme Court.

Mr. Gans served notice on Justice Deuel thatthe formal application for his lemoval fromoffice would be made to the Appellate Division
at 1 p. m. on March 23. The charges against
Justice Deuel are signed by District Attorney
Jerome and by Edward M. Shepard and James\\.Osborne. of Mr. Hapgood's counsel. Portionsof Justice Deuel's own testimony in the Hapgood
trial are included in the papers :u support ofthe charges.

The first charge !s that Justice Deuel. while hehas been on the bench, since July 1. 1895. has
been in the business of owning, managing, edit-ing, printing, canvassing for and selling "TownTopics." -The Smart Set" and -Fads andFancies." and managing, directing and con-
trolling the Town Topics Publishing Company
the Smart Bet Publishing Company and th©
Printers and Publishers' Realty Company. It
is charged that Justice Deuel carried on such
business enterprises, "well knowing he was for-
bidden by law to carry on the same or any of
them."
Itis then charged that in "Town Topics" there |

was continually published "abusive, scandalous,
salacious, scurrilous and libellous matter, as
Joseph M.Deuel well knew," and that it was one
of his functions to read such matter and so edit,
phrase and modify it as to decrease the risk of
civilor criminal liabilityof its authors; that it
was part of the business of William D Mann,
Charles Stokes Wayne. Moses Ellis Wooster,
Robert A.Irving and others associated with him
in the Town Topics Publishing Company to com-
pel the payments of large sums by persons of
supposed means or social standing in the com-
munity by means of threats that unless they
subscribed to a book and paid for it an "exorbi-tant and extravagant sum." or unless they paid
for advertisements, rrjitter-derogatory to

-
them

would be published in "Town Topics." and that
Itwas the custom to publish In "Town Topics"
derogatory matter regarding persons who did
not pay and to publish matter in praiee of per-
sons who did pay. Of such practices, the
charges say. Justice Deuel "either: knew or
should have known, and by the exercise of due
care and diligence could have known."

Mr. Jerome and the other petitioners to the
Appellate Division ask that Justice Deuel be
directed to make answer to the charges, and
that upon the answer and the testimony sub-
mitted with the charges the Appellate Division
shall "decree such action in the premises as to
Itmay seem Just and proper."

Itis expected that the Appellate Division willadopt the usual practice of sending the charges
before a referee for investigation, and that the
referee will take testimony before making a re-
port. In such case Mr. Dans will conduct the
prosecution of Justice Deuel before the referee.
Edward Lauterbach, it is understood, will de-
fend Justice Deuel.

FACES STRONGER CHARGE.

JUSTICE DEUEL SERVED

So definite are the steps which have already
'

been taken toward the formation of this interna-
'

tional committee that itIs possible to forecast at
'

least a portion of its membership. Lord North-!
cllffe. chairman of the British Pollcybolders*

Protective Association. has been asked to head
the British delegation, which would probably bo
represented by counsel during the actual In-•
vestigation. A cable message nominating repre-
sentatives of the French and German policy-

holders Is expected at any time.
Itis almost certain that Effingham B. Morris,*

whose resignation from the Mutual board1 wa3

accepted with that of Mr.Fish on Thursday, will
be one of the active members of the new com-
mittee. James Speyer. Dudley Olcott and Cor-
nelius Vanderbilt stand ready to resign. It Is
said with authority, and are likely to array
themselves on the investigating committee
against President Peabody. Samuel Untermyer,

D. Cady Herrick and the attorneys who resigned
from the service of the Truesdale committee
named as possible counsel for the new com-
mittee.

It now seems likely that tho "Washington ag-
gregation of Mutual policyholders and those
brought together by Thomas W. Lawson. of Bos-
ton, will Join with the Fish committee. John D«'
Witt Warner, counsel for the Washington com-
mittee, spent yesterday in the Capitol and In?
Philadelphia discussing the situation. There '.*
some objection to the past records of some of
the backers of these older movements, but In %

desire to do the most good for the Mutual it .\u25a0§

likely that this objection willbe overruled. In!
order to give th* committee free hand, however.!
it is likely that Mr.Fish willinsist on all proxlesJ
being without strings.

Mr. Fish's friends and advisers made ••ig>'-. *
denial yesterday of the story circulated In »•
morning newspaper that In order to bring th»
Illinois Central flght to an end he had ap-
proached what is known in Wall Street as th»
Standard Oil clique. The alleged proposition!
was that he would draw back his opposition to!
the present management and investigation of that
life insurance company if the others would Ccr
the same in the railroad fight. It was state*'
that the proposition hinted at was really deli-
cately made to Mr. Fish when the Standard Oil'
people saw breakers ahead for their pet insur-
ance company.

OUTSIDE MOVEMENT HAS EFFECT.
That the movement on the part of the policy-

holders for an outside housecleanlng is alre-idy
beginning to have Its effect on the Mutual man-
agement was shown yesterday when Sir 1»'*«*-
body Issued copies of the modified requisition
which the Truesdale committee had made* upon;

'

him for Information. The chief difference be-
tween the modified requisition and the blanket
one filed on December 26. which President Pt-a-
body rejected is that the remaining members of
the Truesdale committee seem to have lost in-
terest in the trustees and their former financial
tractions with Mutual Life money or as partners
of the company. Itis along these lines that Mr.
Fish considered the investigation most neces-
sary, and because it seemed doomed to be side-
tracked he resigned from the committee.

Practically all of the objections which Presl-
dent Peabody made to the blanket requisition
have been sustained In the recent one. The in-
vestfgators no longer demand "a statement or**
the date of last dividend payment, giving such'
date of the individual holdings or interests olj
any trustee or officer of the Mutual Life Com-
pany" in the subsidiary banks or trust com-«
panics in which the company is interested. Th«
new requisition no longer requires detailed In-!
formation regarding company rentals to small'
Individual tenants. Such information. Mr. Pea-;"
body declared, was not in the company's hand»
and was almost impossible to procure.

The letter accompanying the new requisition
reads in part:

Referring to your letter of the 13th Inst. re-»'
Igartling communication from our committee to1

Frederick Cromwell, "president pro tern.." dated'December 2*5. 1905. in which was requested for!
the use of our committee Inforcjatton relative
to a variety of matters pertaining to the affair*
of the Mutual Life Insurance Company.

Our committee has carefully noted your viewsas expressed in 6aid letter and the quest i ayou raise M to the wisdom and desirability ofundertaking to procure the information desired,,
in exact manner specified in our letter above'
referred to.

While it is not our purpose in any marine*or degree to limit the extent or scope of our In-quiries and investigation of the affairs of th»Mutual Life Company, as defined in the reso-
'

lutions appointing and empowering our commit-!
tee. we recognize the force of your objections
to the methods of procedure indicated in our*letter and willendeavor to meet your views In
this respect as far M we feel that we can con-
sistently do so.

The accountants appointed by our committeehave been checking the books and accounts ofthe company during the last three months, "amitheir work has to an extent been done with a,
view of checking and verifying certain ot the'figures and data called for in our letter of th»
above named date. They advise us that they'
expect soon to make us a report on certain offthese matters. Thereafter, should further In-formation on these particular matters seem tobe necessary or additional explanation regard-*
ing them seem desirable from any trustee on>-!cer or employe of the company, we willH{one*make request therefor in such specific form as
as poaflbte V

°
U tO pr°oure lla9°-ulok!>- «3 fully

Tho new requisition follows the lines of that
made by the Frick committee on the Equitable,
officials last April. There is a particular re-
quest regarding terms of leases in the company's
ofttee buildings to relatives of officers or trus-
tees. The rental accounts of the home office on,
Nassau street are to be especially inquired int».
Losses sustained by the company of more than
$10,000 in the purchase or sale of real estate. In,
loans thereon, and In the sale and depreciation
of securities are made the subject of special

'
inquiry.

EMPLOYES ASKED nine QUESTIONS.
Nine questions arc* asked of employes receiv-

ing more than $2,000 a year. The investigators
want to know if such officials have had any
business relations since January. 1900. with any
other company in which the Mutual Life has
any interest. The relationship of such officers to
trustees, officers or head* of departments; th»

| matter of outside employment; loans mads
!other than those on policies, and rat**of Inter***

thereon; the receipt of commissions on the pur-
chase or sale of securities, whether by syndicate
participation or otherwise, and the receipt of any
sums or property in addition to regular salary
are among the questions. The last qut-atlon Is
in regard to their knowledge of other employe*

and all are asked to report anything th^y thtal*

Signature Said To Be That of W. H.Belcher,

of Paterson, N. J.

Paterson. N. J.. March 2.—A postcard bearing

the signature of William H. Belcher, who mys-

teriously disappeared from this city Home time
ago, after embezzling about $100.4)00. has been
received by William J. Barhour. a prominent

lawyer of this place. Those who have seen the
card and examined the. signature say ItIs either
a genuine signature of the- mimUog Muyor m
a* good imitation. Mr. Barbour and Holcher
were Intimate, and both owned property In

Halt-don. where Mr. Harbour resides.
The postmark on the card showed that Ithad

been mailed on Tuesday last on a train of the
Susquehanna Railroad, between Jerney City ana
Mtrtdltitown. N. Y.

Mr Belcher disappeared nearly a year ago.
and since then no trace of him has been found.

CARD FROM MISSING MAYOR.

Black Robed Horsemen Terrify

Xegroes Into Respect for La:. .
[By TVl^graph to TTia Tribune.]

Shreveport, L;i. March -' —This city experi-

encud a revival »>f the Ku Klux Klnn last night.

when fifty mounted men. draped and masked in
black, rod* all over the city, causin* a stam-

pede In the negro districts. They warned the

negroes that they must respect law and order.

The raid Is the result of the trouble this city

has experienced in the last ten days following

the execution of the negro Charles Coleman for

the murder of Margaret Lear, a fifteen-year-old

white bM The police made no arrests, learn-

ing that the Ku Klux Klan was composed of

the beat citizens of the city, and the leader

promised that no vlolt-nce would b* us«*d. They

were out to warn negroes what would happen

In case of a repetition of former crlnu-s.
Every negro dive, as well as every negro

home, was visited by the mysterious horsemen-
Panic stricken blacks flf.l in .very direction,
but no attempt \*a» mad« to harm them.

KUKLVXKLAX JVARXIXG.

"It Is to be a perpetual organization." said an

agent who had been asked to become a member

of the second chain, "and there -will be a line-up

in all parts of the state against everybody who

assists in the work of limitingnew business or
cutting down commissions."

Form "Endless Chain" to Hurt

fMembers of Armstrong Committee.
Although" every effort has been made- to keep

the fact secret, it was revealed yesterday that

after the dinner of the LifeUnderwriters of New-

York. in the Hotel Savoy last Wednesday night,
at which Paul Morton, president of the Equitable
Life, was the principal speaker, some fifty of the
general agents met and organized themselves
into an "endless chain" political organization.

The platform adopted was that the "endless
chain" organization do everything possible to

defeat the members of the Armstrong committee
whenever they should come up in future for

election to any office, and also make a blacklist
of all members of the legislature who should
vote to enact into law the recommendations of
the Armstrong committee limitingnew business
and cutting down the commissions of agents.

Each of the fiftyagents who entered the "end-
less chain" pledged himself to get twenty other

agents to join the chain, on condition that each

of the other twenty should pledge himself to ar-
ray at least twenty more agents against the

commltteemen and the members of the Legis-

lature placed on the blacklist.
By that process it was designed to get into a

political organization all the insurance agents

in the state, to the number of many thousands.

It was figured out that the fifty men would get

in one thousand In the first chain, that the one

thousand could get In twenty thousand in th«

second chain and the twenty thousand could get

in four hundred thousand agents and friends in

the third chain.

AGENTS STRIKE BACK.

After b^ing released Mr. Walsh said:
The report in question would ordinarily have

been signed by the cashier, but by reason of hi»
temporary absence it was signed by me. The
report, however, was undoubtedly correct in
every particular. These facts will be clearly

established by the evidence if the case reaches
a stage when evidence is produced. Ibelieve,
however, that a more thorough investigation of
the facts by the Department of Justice and a
comparison of the report with the books of the
bank will convince the department that its ac-
tion is uncalled for and cannot be sustained.

The $3,000,000 mentioned as tak*n by Walsh
Is Identical with the amount specified as being

loaned to officers. It is further alleged that
John R. Walsh and John M. Smyth and William
Best, directors of the bank, "and other persona
too numerous to mention." unlawfully converted
money to the use of Mr. Walsh

The arrest of Mr Walsh was the direct result
of the laat examination of the books of the Chi-
cago National Bank made by Special Examiner
Arthur L. Curry. The data were sent to District
Attorney Morrison, in this city. Mr. Morrison
swore to the complaint early to-day before
United States Commissioner Foote, who Issued
a warrant for the arrest of Mr. Walsh and placed
it in the hands of Deputy Marshal Middleton.
Mr. Walsh was found in his office and placed
under arrest, but friends asked that the officers
delay for a few hours because of some financial
affairs that might be affected.

This was granted, and twice more the friends
of Mr. Walsh asked for and obtained a brief
respite. A short time after 2 o'clock, however.
Deputy Marshal Middleton refused to wait
longer.

Chicago Financier Also Accused of
Misusing Bank's Funds.

Chicago. March 2—John R. Walsh, ex-presi-
dent of the Chicago National Bank, which closed
its doors December IS. 1905, was talfn In
tody to-day on a federal warrant charging him
with making falsie returns to the Controller of
the Currency and converting to his own use,

without proper authority, funds of the bank
amounting to three million dollars He wm
released after giving bonds for J50.000.

The complaint alleges that on November IS.
1905. the Chicago National Bank's statement to
the Controller of the Currency said that at the
close of business on November 9 the urnount of
loans and discounts of the banking association
on which the officers and directors were then
liable, either as payer or indorser. wa

- - 000
whereas in truth the amount of sw h loans and
discounts was $3,000,010. Another false entry
alleged was that the amount of loans and dis-
counts of the association on which the officers
and directors were not liable as payers or ln-
dorsere was $10,r,r>8,22b. whereas in truth the
amount of such loans and discounts was $7,-
500.000.

FALSE REPORT CHARGED.

J. R. WALSH ARRESTED.
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