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STAGE ILLUSIONS
Mow Some Madeira Theatrical! Tricks Ape Dome

By CAM3PBEJLIL McCUIULOCjHI

partments or ojien
boxes on a back-
ground. The whole is r
painted black again to
mask the p irtititins of
the boxes. At th<
of each box is placed
a loosely hung steel
plate suspended only
by the tuj.and free to
sm ing slightly. Before
this is pla< ed the light-
ed candle, and the
shooting begins. It should be remarked that these
plates are six inches square, and consequently t;ive
an area of thirty-six square inches to >!:<»>: at.
When a rifle bullet strikes a plate anywhere the

concussion of air caused by the quick movement
of 1 p] em resj>on eto tl impact of the bullet
blows \u25a0 \u25a0-.. •\u25a0 candle instant] i the inten Ii
trick is .: implished.

The old tamiliar trick of shooting glass halls
thrown in the air is believed to be di >ne with a rifle.
Itis usually, bui I i invariably carries no solid
ball, bui

'
irtridj

'
I I kg 1 charge

of bird-shoi whi I cattcr wonderfully when re-
leased friim I;'<- gun.< >:i the vaudeville stage one frequently sees lumps
of sugar shot from the head of an accomplice. Here
it is again that the small ballo i i into play,
but in this instance they have a w hite square pa I
ujM'iithem to represent the sugar loaf.

At present there are several "experts" in this
line who perform a curious feal of disrobing an

tant with ritle bullets, hi this feat the
garments arc made in two halves, the front
and the back, and are fastened together with
thin glass globes about two and one-half inches
in diameter These globes are oi dark material,
and upon them are painted the usual vrhite

\u25a0 \u25a0 i.nd as the subject invariably stands• a Mark background the roult may
:•\u25a0• ;jined. There is nothing ai all difficult

ct for an ime rho< in shi i\u25a0• reas inably
•

\*( irh everyon< has seen marvelous revolver
\u25a0 ting at moving targets. This is generally

:pushed with cartridges tilled with bird-

The Basket Trick
YEARS ago returning travelers from India*

used to regale their friends with the
r - oi the famous "basket" trick,

. , i, with its many variations, all of them
simple, is the commonest of all stage illusions

I lay. Those who have- seen it willremem-
ber thai the subject is generally bound with

a net and placed upon the mouth <>i" the basket.
The lid laid upon his back and the whole ir>

covered ith an ample cloth. Spasmodic quiver-
ings si

' cloth, and. from oik- >:de the net is
tossed. uddenly the cover drops with a clatter
and the ! ith is removed To all intents >iu~\ pur-
poses the subject has disappeared and the

'

is empty. A naked »word thrust in and through
the sides i-- provocative oi nothing like scr<

• ; • perator, having apparently demon ti I I
LTyone's satisfaction thai the basket is ci

er and the cloth and waits patiently.
Soon 1 ring takes place again and the cover

\u25a0 \u25a0 iwn off. Then appears :'\u25a0.>\u25a0 subje t, safe and

planation of this fon the trick i.-> simply
that whei •

\u25a0 ib
\u25a0

• freed himself
\u25a0

• the n<.-t he
curled up around

itside edges
\u25a0 .',.\u25a0\u25a0 md

remaint' i
(\u25a0v.n « hile Ii
: n stabljed the
empty space with
the sw< ird. W \u25a0:.

ime tii
him \u25a0 • put in his

trance, he
\u25a0 I

him elf from his
]m »sition and sti m >d
up.

The Chinese
Magician

MANY theater-
goer will re-

member th< \u25a0 \u25a0

formances of<
Ling Foo, the
Chine c magician
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