G E

Some Modern Theatrical Tricks Are Done

By CAMPBELL McCULLOCH
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ITHIN the last

vear a German
with a glass
water and
two young women set
all New York agog with
an illusion that for a
tume defied solution,
ind about which he
i to throw a
slv to the
resentation.  The extreme
and open and above-
vas shown all made for

tank,

eve 1% ould ordinarnily have
wen ¢ hs the lden ude
T man from G any
I T s kn U-x. or the Creation
< { it became the
TOSSID O our ed to see 1t in
1 lle the as shown,
- * T TICT OT ted three other
tanks, engap s omen and sent
them 1t . rv to gather in
11 ve construction of the
N IENUOUSNEess
A . so absurdly
S t et arrassment comes
< T OV i the ¢ de known

the aquarium of glass
rv deal table. This
indred gallons or
".;\‘\\.aﬁ“_\' covered with
Se \4-1.“» later l'hh divth

mg (‘xn]‘ mn ‘JAL

;»\r nitted a view

as i1t stood on the ge
glass and metal, and

nd furnmished no oppor-
oms or murrors. There
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tor has apparently convinced the spectators
that 1t 1s itirely  empty This too is then
swung on high. Then comes the usual patter,
and the first cage is lowered to the stage or
shghtly above it. The blinds are raised, and lo!
the occupant 15 gone i other apparatus 1is
then indicated, the shades are run up trom within,
and there stands, apparently, the w«”;-m' of the

first cage. The illusion never 1 ils of hearty appre-

clation

Again simplicity is the kevnote of it all. From
the two rearmost corners of each cage are hinged
two sheets of nurror, arranged in such a manner

+

will meet in an apex at about the center

that they n
The effect of

of the cage ese murrors when so
folded together is to reflect the side bars in such a
manner as to convey the :.(11 impression of the

back. In the first instance UIToOrs are in posi-
tion when the ~x‘m ct is ‘.'.~"'ny; As soon
as the shades ar 15 these out, steps
':.. *hind them in. She is at once

hidden fror des are raised she

has to all .E"'\\\ disappeared from
View

.\H €Xac ’] opy n tak-
mg ','l.. e m the (84} le.
It 15 alwavs the ) ng
women of similar drance umed
precisely  alike, and upon this 0 a
great  ext t SUCCEss uned lh‘ md
operator rely steps from behind her mirrors,
closes them again, and when the proper tn ar-
rives releases the spring shades and stands revealed

SELIN and there appeared no
TS Oor secret panels.
ine s as xn!; med to a sheli
tHicae 1 human being, \\'Lu h
e table on
nce. This was

a ¢ of the table
tank l«);_'l‘[}A(T these
t concealment for both shelf
nethod of pre wedure was
When the silken
the tank 1t was held
1 under cover of this

itor rose from the
water. The cover was
was comp ]' 1€ She w as

1 there "\.:\ no doubt as
tank. I think the German
ick made something like a quarter
t device.
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is known as
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results are
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wough it can be
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st mmstance
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the use of only
operator steps
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the trick is varied by
In this case the first
mirrors, and at the proper
in the rear of the theater
the most successful

Occasionally
one cage
behind the
second appears
This 1s «unwlx'rwl one of

the magician’s collection and rare fails of 1ts
effect, though rece im New York one of the
cages was dropped the floor by accident and
the trick was thus exposed

Crack Marksmanship

SH\”. months ago
n vat 141' ville

there

and accu

a sensation

clex showman who h: made use of the tricks
of his trade 1n sensational manner. One of his
most emphatic successes was the making of nine
bull’'s-eves in four seconds from a distance of thirty
feet Of he use v repeating rifle.  The
trick w 1 ) ple that 1t 1s arkable
it was ered Anvone who can
use a rifle witl accuracy mayv duplicate
it at will

The preparat e
nor complicated 1wt
black background supply
such as rs s ‘1 to chile fren
are color ind blown up to about five
m -i.x + then atlixed to
! spots an inch
eter are painted From a short 1
it is impossible to see the outlines of tl loons,
and all that rent 1s the white -CVES,
One has th at little invisible target of

ware inches to fire a
s radius would pung I 'r--

P
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like

vwhere v

something

A shot an

the balloon, and 1

vhite . disappear

The ited candles with a rifl
18 anotl ire | > con
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partments or open g
boxes on a back !
ground. The whole 155

painted black again to

mask the partitions of
the boxes. At the back
of each box is placed
a loosely hung steel

plate, suspended only
by the top and free to
swing shghtly Before

‘11\ s v.] uu‘ (] ]IL,'}

ed candle, and the
shooting be It should be remarked that these
plates are six inches squ ind consequently give
an area of thirtv-six square inches to shoot at
When a rifle bullet strikes a plate anywhere the
concussion of air caused by the quick movement
he pl e in response to the mmpact of the bullet

le instantly, and the interesting

1S

are,
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The old
thrown in ¢
It is usually, 1
ball, but a sy
of bird-shot which
leased from the gun

On the vaudeville st ‘ re one frequently sees lumps
of sugar shot from the head of an accomplice. Here
1t 1S again the small balloons come into plav,
but in this instance they have a white square painted
upon them to represent the sugar loat

At present there are several “experts’ in this
Iine who perform a curious feat of disrobing an
assistant v rifle bullets, In this feat the
garments are made in two halves, the front
and the back, and are fastened together with
thin glass globes about two and one-half inches

of shooting

balls
ne with a rifle.
..m.x!-l\ carries no sohd
> filled w a good che irge
uliv when re-

gh\\

10

in di: er. These globes are of dark matenal,
and are pamnted the usual white
Spots subject invariably stands
: lack T».u»\ ground the result may
There is nothing at all difficult

the act for anyone who can shoot reasonably

irly evervone has seen marvelous revolver
hooting at moving targets.  This is generally
accomplished with ¢z irtridges filled with bird-

Trick

The Basket
travelers from India

Yl:.‘\R.\' ago returning
used to + their

regale friends with the
X rs of the famous *“basket” trick,
wiach, with its many vanations, all of them
ple, 1s the commonest of all stage illusions

1

-day. Those who have seen it will remem-
at the subject 1s generally bound with
placed upon the mouth of the basket.

en laid upon his back and the whole 1s

ber tl
a net and
Tht' hd st}

covered th an ample cloth. Spasmodic quiver-
ings sh: the cloth, and from one side the net is
tossed iddenly the cover \1T‘r;v\ with a clatter
and the i is removed. To all intents and pur-
poses the sublect has l'mn‘l'm wred and the basket
1s empty. A\ naked \'.'.ur‘l thrust in and through
the \5‘1"\ is provocative of nothing like screams,
and the operator, having apparently demonstrated

to everyone's satisfaction that the basket 1s em;j
replaces the cover and the cloth and waits patiently.
Soon the erir kt\ ‘Iu\ un and the cover
is throwr Then apj subject, safe and
sound

The ition of this form of the trick is simply
that the &

st himselt

| net he

curled up around

edges
cet and

to put n his
- nee, he
unwound
from his

tion and stood
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