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ROYALIST PLOT FEARED.

PARIS HOMES SEARCHED.

utriguc with Labor Leaders Re-
ported—More Troops in City.

paris, April 27.—The widespread labor agita-
gon 100k & dramatic turn to-day, when the |

gelice carried out a series of wholesale searches |

gesigned 1o unearth an extensive plot against
the public security. The searches included the
offices of branches of the labor federation and the
nomes of la
Bopapartists, and also & number of anarchists.
™ose suspected among the Royalists and Bona-
s included the heads of several aristo-
nilles. among them Count Durand de
Count de la Régle, General Baron
M. Bacconnier, president of the Roy-
ce Guard; M. Thouvenel, an intimate
of Prince Louis Napoleon, and Major
formerly commander of the Imperial
while the labor leaders who were sub-
reh included the heads of the move-
ment planned for May 1
The ostensible purpose
discover if encouragement had been given to the
rloting in the mining district in the north, but
uthorities expected at the same time to

) Sea

the &
uncover U re plan of the present labor |
sgitation, including any menacing features of

the demonstration which is to take place May 1.

The searches were made simultaneously early |

rning. The results in many cases were

§n the Mo :
pegative. There is, however. official authority
gor the statement that documents were obtained
which proved that Royaiists and Bonapartists
yntrigued with the labor leaders and liberally
financed the Tex slutionary and strike move-

The labor federation has refused to hand

ments
over its books 1o the police.

The searches caused a sensation in labor and
Royalist circles. Tn the former they are de-

nounced as & device to discredit the labor move-
The Opposition press also attacks the
pearches a€ 2an electioneering movement

In the mean time the public has become more
of serious

ment

wranqui! regarding the possibiiity
trouble on May 1, owing to the completeness of
the milit 3 police precautions. The city is
npidly being filled with troops, embracing
thirty-nine battalions and forty-eight squad-
yops drawn from the various army corps. They
tiave been quartered at the Ecole Militaire and
the Galérie des Machines, which have been tem-
porarily transformed into big barracks. A sig-
nificant decree has been published giving the
right to the mlilitary to-morrow to make requisi-
tion for food and lodgings within the Depart-
yent of the Seine. Complete quiet in the strike
centres in the north tends to reassure the public.
The “Temps” editorially points out the ab-
gurdity of people hastily leaving the city or lay-
tng In stocks of provisions, and says the gov-
ernment s take omplete precautions. Revo-
Jutic movements, the article says, never
succeed when heralded in advance, and adds:
Apparently the government has taken a lesson
fror he 1 1 States here pillagers, trying
to 3 t at San Francisco
and practice jon. have been merci- |
Jessly shot v inhabitants of the un-
foriunate town nd resumed their |
pormal believe that Parislans
are more ( ans, Nothing
sustains p e the certainty of

rmnsﬁ;-.:g a government which is rescived to do
ts Tu 1

The searches bega y at 6 a. m. M. Blot,
sssistant f detect nd six men first
. ed the nffices of “La Croix,” which raised
¥ ar € ption, ostensibly in behalf of
1 fferers fn the Courridres mine catas-
tropk was asserted, however, that the
gmount collected was forwarded to the Bishop
of Arras s supposed to be a Royalist.

make domiciliary visits was

of Fra

districts

ce

last night
the greatest secrecy and to

Paris were
tair

1ute search for papers refer-
in the strike agita-
nection with a secret
t of overthrowing the re-

iplicity

society

yiex

wuses searched were these of
it of the Liberal League;

1elhes, secretaries of the
: M
BRaron de Taradel. The
wsent from Paris and therefore
f his residence was not completed

nces of the

pPersons n
of

the apartments

agitators

perialists, monarchi sts, anarchists and
of Jess I ance
he f ness of the government has led the
exe ¢ ttee of the Federation of Labor
1 nsider the advisabl of postponing the
demonstra from May 1 to June 15. The com-
mittee is ling secret sessions, and 1t is un- |
ferst that a strong element favors a post-
vonemer e report is those who advo-
cale a § nemer in t majority
I itary precautions are not being
&ba general is to have troops
Mmasse pri ¢ evards and squares
Rix 1 hundred cavalry and
eg T have been detailed to
B 1k ad stations and the plants
of the el , gas and water companies. The
forma f processions in columns is rigorously
prot | groups will immediately be
Glsperse 'ne Prefect of Police, M. Lépine, |
Wil take absolute control of the city, including
8uthority over the troops, whick will act as
reserves subiect 1o his call
The Prefecture of Police specifically denies
knowledge of any anarchist plots A

rable element of the population, however
nervous and apprehensive. People ar:
stocks of provisions. and the large pro-
res are doing a thriving business in

@nned goods, ofl and mineral waters.

VIOLENCE AT MARSEILLES |

Waiiers on Strike—Troops Being |

Reinforced.

A es, Aprfl 27

—jmeading cafés and res-
Wurg e

here are closed in consequence of a

atrik aiters. There have been viclent dem-
“netratione.  Reinforcements of gendarmes are
Tiving and thorough precautionary measures

&re being taken

Toulon, April 27.—The gasworkers of this city

Strack at
Work.

midnight Troops have occupied the

Brest, April 27.—Violent speeches were made
& & geners) myeeting here to-night of all the
i*afes unione. The prevatling theme was “Work-

Men the meuchines! Peasants, take Lne
aad:

belze

— -

CHANGE OF TICKET OFFICES.

Pennmyd anis Reflroad. On May 1 ticket offices at
..' I Astor House and 96 Broadway will be closed,
‘:’"_" new ticket office opened at 170 Broadway.—

bor jeaders, prominent Royalists and |

of the searches was to |

» of the Court of Bethune, |
vestigating the strike disturb- !
The magistrates |

Fromentin, a wealthy |

'KATE BILL VOTE NEAR.

'DATE MAY BE SET MONDAY

Conservatives Claim 51 Senators—
Measure Sure of Final Passage.

| [From The Tribune Bureau.]
Washington, Apri! 27.—Once more the indica-
tions point to a closing of the debate on the
Railway Rate bill, and predictions are now
made by the Senate leaders that an agreement
{ N a date for the final vote will be reached
early next week, possibly on Monday. The con-
servative Republicans have almost abandoned
hope of getting a unanimous agreement on a
court review amendment among the Republican
members of the Senate, and they are now dis-
posed no longer to delay, but to permit the die
1o be cast and abide by the consequences. They
claim thirty-nine Republican and twelve Demo-
cratic votes in favor of a broad court review
amendment, and if this number is polled it will
give the conservatives six more than a ma-
Jority. Should the broad court review amend-
ment be defeated the conservative Republicans
! Will voice their bellef that without it the Hep-
burn bill will be pronounced unconstitutional by
the Supreme Court, and, having recorded their
protests, will vote for the measure as a whole.
In any case the Hepburn bill, when it is placed
on final passage, will receive the unanimous
support of the Republican Senators and of a

majority of the Democrats. Senator Tillman
to-day attempted to have a day set for a final
vote, but in the absence of Senator Aldrich it
was decided that the question ought not to be
pressed. Mr. Tillman gave notice, however, that,
beginning Monday, he would insist on continuous
debate on the Hepburn bill until a vote could be
reached. It is believed that when a date is
agreed on it will be so determined ‘as to permit
of ten days’ debate on the amendments before
the final vote shall be taken.

The Democratic members of the Senate are
claiming this evening that they have twenty-six
votes for the Overman amendment, but if this
be true they would still be four votes short of a
majority, even should the fifteen narrow review
Republican Senators vote with them.

{CANNON HEARS NO BEE.

Time to Discuss Presidency Is After
Campaign, He Says.

[From The Tribune Bureau.]

Washington, April 27.—Speaker Cannon is not

bothered by the Presidential bee. If that insect
pleases to buzz about his head, he will go on
about his business and not mind it. Its buzzing
will not take his attention from the House, on
' which his energies are now focused, for he be-
lleves that an accomplish the best work
for his country and party there. The fact that
| an influential Republican paper in the Speaker's
own district formally “launched” his boom for
the Presidency this morning was telegraphed
from Illinole to Washington and became known
all about the Capitol by the time the two
branches of Congress convened.

“T™ncle Joe's finally decided to run,” was the
general chorus, and several friends even ap-
proached the Speaker to offer their congratula-

tions and to predict that he would “win in a
walk.” The Bpeaker was at first surprised over
| this aotion on the part of his friends, and was
| inclined to indulge in some picturesque language.
| “Who's running for the Presidency, I'd like
| to know?” he demanded, ns the men with con-

gratulations to hand out proceeded to over-

whelm him. As soon as the real situation was
made plain to him, the Speaker grew serious.
“The Presidency is not to be had for the seek-
ing,” he said “It would be ridiculous for any
| man to bob up and decline what had not been
offered to him, especially an office which no man
ever has declined, possibly never will decline, If
offered the authority of one of the great
political parties of the country. So faras T am
coneerned, I would rather do my duty here as
Speaker of the House and help work out poli-
cles to bring the greatest good to the greatest
number of our people than to be President.

“The campaign to come next fall must be a
united effort on the part of all Republicans, and
there must not be injected into it the personal
ambitions of any man. We must not only elect
next House, but we must conciude the next
session of this Congress in a manner satisfactory
to a majority of the people

“Jt would be wise for us all to attend to the
work immediately in hand, which covers proper
| legislation by Congress, before we enter upon the
work of selecting & Presidential candidate.

“The next Presidential bee is not buzzing in
| my head nor about my ears, and I do not expect
to be afflicted through the buzzing of that in-
sect it as Representative and Speaker I am
able to contribute in the performance of my
duties to the promotion of policies and the enact-
ment of legisiation which will bring the greatest
good to the greatest number, the cup of my
ambition will be full”

MO0DY STARTS A KNOX BOOM.

he «

by

the

Attorney General Says Senator Would Make
a Good President.

[By Telegraph to The Tribune.]

Pittsburg, April 27.--W. H. Moody, Attorney
: General of the United States, to-day suggested
| Benator P. C. Knox, of Pittshurg, a= a Presiden-
| tial possibility in 1808. When told that Mr.
Moody had mentioned the ex-Attorney General
for the highest office within the gift of the
people Senator Boise Penrose sald it was very
| kind of Mr. Moody. Tt came about in this way:

Moody, Knox, Penrcse and a large Congres-
gional party came from Washington to attend
the Americus Club dinner. At the Hotel Schen-
ley Mr. Moody, asked for an expression on the
next Republican candidate for President, sald:

“wWhat's the matter with your townsman, Sen-
He is an excellent man and would

ator Knox?
make a good President.”

DOES TURKEY MEAN WAR?

' Report That Troops Have Occupied
El

London, April 28

| to *“The Dally Mail”

Arish.
A dispatch from Port Sald
reports that Turkish troops
| have occupied El Arish, on the Egyptian-Syrian

frontier.
AT

'TURKEY MUST WITHDRA "W

| Britain Determined Not to Yield in
Tabah (‘ase.

London, April 27.—The Cabinet to-day con-
sidered the dispute with Turkey regarding the
| Pabah boundary, and resolved to dispatch the

second class cruiser Minerva to El Arish, with

fnstructions to investigate the report that the

Turks have the frontier pillars at
Rafanaer and El Arish.

Negotiations continue with Constantinople,
put to-day’s Cabinet meeting showed that the

British government is unalterably determined to

removed

enforce the withdrawal of the Turkish troops
from Egyptian territory
AL A R~ SN )
Equinox Ginger Champagne has no equal. Acker-

Merrall, Park & Tiford, Charles & Co.—Advt

FIRE MISSES VICTIM.

Man Rescued from Death While
Mayor McClellan W atches.

Two downtown saloons, the Record Caf$ and
Gillespie's Tiger, wers almost destroyed in a fire
that wrecked the four story building Nos. 16
and 18 Chambers strest, yesterday afternoon.
Damage placed at $20,000 was done before the
fire was under control.

Thy fire broke out on the second floor over

MAYOR M'CLELLAN AND HIS PRIVATE SEC-
RETARY, O’BRIEN, AT THB FIRE.

HEADQUARTERS OF TYPOGRAPHICAL UNION NO. 6.

Nos. 16-18-20 Chambers street, which were burned out yesterday.

the Record Café and spread rapidly.
top floor a score of men were moving the records
and furniture from the headquarters of Typo-
graphical Union No. 6. Mayor McClellan jolned
the thousands who were looking at the blaze.
When the fire was at its height William Fuel-
ling, an engraver and die sinker, who occupled
the third floor of No. 20 Chambers street, was

On the |
{ to the sill and swung himself on a wooden sign

seen groping his way to a window. He climbed

until rescued by the firemen. The fire worked
rapidly to the top floor, and then through the
partition to No. 20. Ten days ago Justice
Glegerich appointed a commission to condemn
the block on which the bulldings stand for the
new Brooklyn Bridge approach.

DISTRICT LEADERS HIT.

CUT FROM STRONGHOLDS.

Parsons  Reapportionment  Plan
Causes Lively S peculation.

On the assumption that the Parsons plan of
reapportionment would be accepted by the Leg-
{slature, there was lively speculation yesterday
among Republican and Tammany Assembly dis-
trict leadera over the mix-up in the downtown
districts incident to the changed lines.

The carving of the lowermost Senate district
puts the 1st, 2d, 3d and 6th Assembly districts
into the new 1st and 2d Assembly districts.
This makes it probable that Patrick J. Ryder
and “Big Tom"” Foley will rétire, leaving ““‘Bat-
tery Dan” Finn in the lower district and “Little
Tim"” Sullivan in the upper one. Simllarly, two
Republican leaders will go out of business.
James E. March, leader of the 6th, is likely to
remain a district leader, but ‘he may have to
fight it out at the primaries, either with Mr.
Delessandro, of the 1st, or with Michael Hines,
of the 2d.

The ‘“‘squeeze’ likely to eliminate Julius
Harburger as a leader, as John T. Oakley is
thrown into kis district. OQakley is stronger in
Tammany Hall than 48 Harburger, and Charles
F. Murphy will insist that Oakley have the con-
solidated district. For like reasons there will
be a clash at the primaries between Internal
Revenue Collector Eidman, of the 10th, and
James F. Pegram, of the 14th. Eidman stands
the better chance of remaining leader of the new
district.

The Tammany district leaders, as a rule, pre-
ferred the Odell-Halpin plan of r-‘;.npportlnn-
ment, as it did not change the downtown dis-
tricts so much as the Parsons plan. Now that
the Parsons plan has heen adopted, the Tam-
many men are at gea. It Is expected that the
Tammany executive committea will be called
together at an early day to consider the new
epporticnment. The Tammany prln.mry fights
are sure to be more bitter than those in the
Republican camp, as there is more at stake with
them. In district the Tammany

is

nearly every

clubhouse is handsomely appointed, and where |

two of these district headquarters are crowded
into one Assembly district each of the old lead-
ers will struggle to make his own the headquar-
ters for the new district

Charles F. Murphy will remain in control of
the 18th District on the Tammany side, and
United States Marshal William Henkel on the
Republican side. Henkel is a Parsons man in
the county committee, and his interests have
not suffered in the reapportionment. The bene-
fit accruing to him likewise affected Mr, Mur-
phy favorably.

Ex-AVdermen Coggey, the new Tammany
leader of the 24th District, is likely to retire, as
he is thrown into the 224 District, where Cor-
rection Commissioner Lantry is strongly in-
trenched as leader.

1t is conceded that Richard Van Cott, Repub-
lican, and Joseph F. Pendergast, Tammany,
are hard hit in the Hth District, as that district
is cut to pleces and distributed among adjoin-
ing districts.

THE NEW SENATE DISTRICTS.

The new Senate districts of Queens, Rich-
mond, Kings and New York counties, as laid
down in the Parsons plan, are as follows:

Second—-The 2d Benatorial District shall consist
of the counties of Queens and Richmond.

Third-The 3d Senatorial District shall consist of

that part of the county o Kings within and
bounded by a line beginning at Washington avenue

and Wallabout (‘anal, and running thence along
Washington avenue to Flushing avenue, to Hall
street, to Park avenue, to Carlton avenue, to
Myrtle avenue, to Washington Park, to DeKalb

avenue, to Navy street, to Rockwell Place, to Ful-
ton street, to Hudson avenue, to Flatbush avenus,
to Fourth avenue, to Bergen street, to Court street,
to Third Place, to Clinton street, to Huntington
street, to Henry street, to Mill street, to Columbia
street, to Gowanus Bay, and thence around the
westerly side along the waters of Gowanus Bay,

Buttermilk Channel and the FEast River to the
place of beginning.
Fourth--The 4th Senatorial District shall con-

sist of that part of the county of Kings Iing
northeast of Senatorial District No, 3 and within
and bounded by a line beginning at the Wallabout

WIFE MURDER CHARGED

HARVARD MAN WANTED.

University Instructor Accused of
Giving Arsenic—W arrant Issued.

Cambridge, Mass., April 27.—The Cambridge
police to-night issued a warrant for the arrest
of Erich Muenter, an instructor in German at
Harvard University, on a charge of murdering
his wife in this city about two weeks ago. It is
alleged that Mrs. Muenter's death was caused
by arsenic. The body was taken to Chicago on
April 17, but the case was not made public until
this evening.

Muenter was born in Germany. He formerly
taught school in Chicago, and before coming to
HarveCd, less than two years ago, he was an in-
structor in the University of Kansas, at Law-
rence, Kan. He is thirty-five years old, and
lived at No. 107 Oxford street, this city. His
wife was formerly Miss Leone K. Krembs, of
Chicago.

The attention of the authorities was called to
the case just after the woman’s death, on Mon-
day, April 16. Ten days before that time a
child was born to Mrs. Muenter, who was at-
tended by a faith cure healer and by two nurses
of the same cult. Some time after the child was
born two regular physicians, Drs. Frederick W.
Teylor and Herbert McIntyre, were called In,
soth of whom decided that Mrs. Muenter was
suffering from some ailment of the stomach.
They prescribed for her, but later. 1 is alleged,
they ascertained that the nurses weré not fol-
lowing directions. The physicians then de-
clined to have anything further to do with the
case.

Mrs. Muenter died a few days later. On the
day of her death Muenter applied to Dr. Mc-
Intyre for his signature to the certificate of
death, but the latter refused to sign the paper,
and declding that the case called for investiga-
tion Informed Medical Examiner Willlam D.
Swan, who performed an autopsy and sent the
stomach to Professor W, F. Whitney, the well
known chemist of the Harvard Medical School.
Having taken this step, Dr. Swan permitted
Muenter and the two nurses to take the body
to Mrs. Muenter's former home in Chicago for
burial.

To-day a report of the analysis of the stom-
ach was received by Dr. Swan from Professor
Whitney, who said that he had found marked
traces of arsenic. Dr. Swan immedlately laid
the case before George A. Sanderson, District
Attorney for Middlessex County, who in turn
informed the Cambridge police. A warrant for
Muenter's arrest was immediately issued. The
Chicago police have been requested to hold the
man if he can be found in that city, and ar-
rangements are being made to send out circu-
lars containing a complete description of him.

The authorities are investigating Muenter's
history, and it is probable that the Chicago po-
llce and the Lawrence, Kan., authorities will be
asked to assist them in this work.

The report of Professor Whitney caused in-
tense suprise at Harvard University. The uni-
versity authorities said to-night that Muenter
had not resigned, and they believed he intended
to return to take up his work. Since his de-
parture his whereabouts have not been posi-

tively known here.

It was learned to-night that Mrs. Muenter
was insured for $1,000 in a New York company.
The policy is payable to’ Muenter, but he has

not yet collected the money.

Chicago, April 27.—Mrs. Muenter's father, A.
Krembs, of No. 479 Fullerton avenue, at whose
house the funeral was held, deces not believe
that his daughter was murdered. He sald:

+ My son-in-law is a Christian BScientist, and
this may have led to the suspiclon that my
daughter’s death was not from natural causes,
as 1 understand she did not have medical at-
tention during her iliness. When Muenter, ac-
companied by his two children, arrived in Chi-
cago with my daughter's body, 1 found that
physicians in Cambridge had removed part of
the stomach in order to make a chemical ex-
amination. My daughter's body was cremated
and the ashes were buried in Graceland Ceme-
tery. Immediately after the funeral Muenter
started for Cambridge, or at least that is the
destination he gave me. Bince then I have not
heard from him.

Muenter and my daughter, as far as I know,
were happy in their married life. While he was
in Chicago at the funeral there was nothing in
his manner to indicate that anything was
wrong, and 1 am sure that when a thorough
investigation is made it will be found lhul
averything is all right
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OPERATORS STAND FIRM!

REJECT NEW PROPOSALS.

Stand by Aliernative Suggestions in |
Letter to Scale Committee. |
|

The new propositions submitted by President
Mitchell of the United Mine Workers were re-
Jected yesterday by the anthracite operators’
committee of seven at a meeting in the Jersey
Central Building, No. 143 leény streat. As
Mitchell had asked for an early reply, a letter
Was sent to him yesterday evening, giving the
operators’ reasons for rejecting his last pro-
posals and reiterating their determination to
stand by their alternative propositions. The
letter places the responsibility of a strike, if one
occurs, on Mitchell and the officers of the union,

The meeting of the operators was attended
by all the members of the committee of seven,
George F. Baer, chairman of the committee,
presiding. Vice-President Loomis of the Dela-
ware, Lackawanna & Western Raflroad and
Vice-President Richards of the Reading eom-
peny were also present to be consulted, if neces- |
sary, as authorities on mining. |

The letter of the operators notes that the op- I
erators’ offer of arbitration by the strike com- |
mission has been rejected by the representa- |
tives of the Mine Workers, and says that Mit-.
chell’'s statement as to the arbitration proposi-
tion is inacurate, when he speaks of it as a
suggestion that “we first arbitrate to ascertain
whether there is anything to arbitrate, and then
restrict within narrow limits the scope of the
investigation.” The letter continues: ‘

Our offer was “'to submit to the members of the
sirike commission the question whether any
changes in conditions have occurred since the
eward of the commission requiring that the award
should be so modifled as to wages and ustment
of complaints, and, If so, how it should be changed.”
You will observe, therefore, that your statemen
was decidedly inaccurate. This proposition was in
aocordancs with the view which we have constantly
urged that the award of the commission s be
deemed conclusive as to any facts or issues, within
its scope, and that any further arbitration should
be mp})lemmmry to that award rather than a re- |
trial of all such facts and issues. It is clear that |
this procedure would tend to dignify and strengthen
the process of arbitration rather than, as you sug-
gest, “bring it into disrepute and ridicule.” The
latter result would follow if arbitration should |
never be regarded as final, but simply as a basis
for further endless controversy. We regret, there-
gre.lth:t ; ou lhoulg lgziv:‘lrej«ted wha&i would

early be the falr an course arding an
erbitration in the premises. e . ‘

Mitichell's new proposition, in which all of the |
original demands but the wage increases are
abandoned, the operators say, seem to be based
on the impression that the wages in the anthra-
cite industry are unduly low. The Anthracite |
Strike Commission, the letter says, found the |
contrary to be the fact, even befors the ad-
vances were made by its award. The letter
then glves figures to show that the average
earnings of all classes of anthracite mine work-
ers are much larger than those of the bituminous |
mine workers. These figures of averagé earn-
ings are taken from the report of the Secre-
tary of the Interlor of Pennsylvania for 1304,
and are as follows, eliminating the employes at
the breakers, as there is no similar class In the
bituminous flelds:

Excess Per-

Anthra- Bitumt- of cent-

Class of Tabor. cite nous. Earnings. age.
All employes. ...... 428.77 $431.02 $195.75 4

Miners . Y 854.78 418.15 264.63 63.7%
Inside men... « 780.58 492.15 283.43 58
Outside men....... b41.62 475.38 68.26 13

Boys (,Q;o instda

d twide). ... 34131 165.99 75.33 45

The letter then discusses the two propositions
of the anthracite mine workers, each of which,
if acceded to, would mean an advance in wages,

It points out that the increase in cost would
have to be charged against the domestic sizes,
which are not more than 60 per cent of the
whole production. The effect of the siiding scale
and the increases demanded would show an in-
crease of 36 cents a ton to the public. Even If
the sliding scale were disregarded, and it was
assumed that the miners simply mean to add
10 cents a ton to the last increase, it would re-
sult in increasing the wages of the miners
$6,100,000 a year, that is, 10 cents a ton on
61,000,000 tons of output. The letter continues:

Where is the $,10,000 to come from? We have |
shown you that in the largest companles the proiit,
without Interest and royalty, has yielded less than |
3 per cent on the capital invested. The operators, |
therefore, cannot afford to pay this large annual |
{ncrease, “without !mposing additional burdens |
upon the coal consuming public.” |

Your propositions are wholly Inconsistent with |
our position in the premises, from which we have
not varied. The Strike Commission decided what !
wages were proper on the basis of the domestic
sizes selling at Hﬂ)fer ton. It is decided also that
for each advance of 5 cents in price wages would
fncrease 1 per cent. The minimum rates of com-
pensation were settled as the proper rates wien
coal sells at $4 3 per ton, and the sliding scale was
arranged at the increase in compensation which
=33 proper as the price advanced. We have offered
to refer to arbitration by the Strike Commission
the question what change, If any. should be made
tn these conditions, but this offer you have re-
jected. You have stated no facts varying from
those p upon by the commission. The ld-‘
vances made by the Strike Commission have prac-
tically absorbed the increase In price. Therefors
there has been no increase in the profits of the
business upen which could be based any clalm for
increased wages. Thess considerations are all the
mort important because, as we have shown, your
proposition if it included the sliding scale would
add 35 cents per ton to the cost of the domestic
siges, and would increase the aggregate cost to the
public of the entire product in the amount of more {
than $12.000,000. |

We note what you say with reference to the |
hazards incident to the employment of the contract
workers. NoO one can regret more deeply than our- |
selves the accidents to which you refer. That mat-
ter was fully presented-to the Strike Commission |
and had due weight in fixing the existing wages. |

We trust that on Thursday next the deliberate |
judgment of the anthracite workers will result In |
an acceptance of our original propesition, but if
that they will join with us In the arbitration |

Qgr'have offered. Failing to meet us on either prop- |
osition. the respansibility of a strike must rest
upon you.

A statement is appended to the letter giving |
in detail figures collected by experts to provol
the contention of the operators that, on the |
pasis of last year's tonnage, over $12.000,000
would be added to the cost of production if the
ases in wages asked for were granted.

|

incre

|
LOOKS LIKE STRIKE. |

Scranton Convention Will Act on |

SHOCKS FELT DAILY.

THREE MORE QUAKES.

Slhight Disturbances Alarm Dwellers
on Pacific Coast.

San Francisco, April 27— Dispatches from
Salinas, 120 miles south of this city. state that
three more heavy earthquake shocks were
felt there last night, one at 8 o'clock, another
at 9:30 and the last at 2 o'clock this morning.
The shocks lasted about four seconds each, but,
so far as is known. they did ne damage. The
news could not be reported from Salinas earlier
because of the lack of all communication.

The damage at Salinas from the earthquake
shock of last week is in excess of $1,000,000.

The Salinas River {s reported to have been
sunk ten or twelve feet along its course for
miles. Nearly all of the bridges across the river
haye been condemned and will have to be re-
buiit.

According to the dispatch, earthquakes shocks
have been felt at Salinas dally since the firsd
big disaster on April 18,

A trifle less than four square miles In this
city was burned over by the fire that followed
the earthquake of April 18, according to Clty
Engineer Woodward, who to-day completed an
official map of the burned area., There have
been various statements as to the area of tha
burned quarter of the city, some estimates malk-
ing the extent of the fire fifteen square miles.
Carefully figured out from offigial measurements
and maps the bumrmed area is a small fraction

; less than four square miles, or about 2,500 acres,

A strong wind that blew over the city yester-
day afternoon and this morning carried to the
ground many crumbling walls that had been
partly disintegrated by the fire. The falling of
these walls was a danger to the great number
of people who crowded into the city to view the
rulns.

The walls of a building at Stockton and Sut-
ter streets fell with a terrific crash. Many
pedestrians and a party of men and women in an

| automobile had difficulty In getting out of the

way of the shower of bricks. The outer wall of
& building at Market and Geary streets, whers
was once the Richelieu saloon, fell outward juat

| @8 hundreds cf people from the Oakland farry-

boat were wending their way along Markes
street. Several persons were struck by bricks,
but no one was sertously injured.

Work on the great Fairmount Hotel, at Call=
fornia and Powell streets, was resumed to-day.
Some of the interior woodwork of the buflding
was destroyed by fire, but the walls are In good
shape. The bullding would have been finished
by next November. The opening will not be de-
layed more than three months after the date
originally set. Men are removing the stain of
smoke and flame from the outside walls, and In
a few days the great building will show fow out-
ward signs of the conflagration.

Many of San Francisco’s homeless people
camping in the park squares and vacant lots
were awakened early this morning because the
water dripped through improvised tents, which
afforded poor protection against the heavy rain
that began to fall about 1 o'clock and continued
for several hours. Drenched to the skin by the
heavy downpour, and with beddirg thoroughiy
soaked, many persons were driven into nearby
houses for shelter.

Although the various camps were better pre-
pared for the storm than for several days past,
hundreds of tents having been received and put
up since the last storm, still thers are thousands
who are without proper shelter and who shiv-
ered In their wet clothes last night. The least
distress and suffering were at the Presidio, where
nearly all the refugees have been provided with
tents.

Relic hunters are reaping a harvest by dig-
ging among the ruins of the Japanese and Chi-
nese bazaars. Hundreds of persons have vis-
fted these ruins, where assiduous stirring of
ashes discovers vases of Satsuma and cloisonné
ware, brasses and bronze ornaments that in the
days before the fire commanded high prices
They are carried away by relic hunters. “Six
shooters™ of the kind formerly carried by hired
assassins of the Chinese quarter are found in
great quantity.

The waterfront was as busy as ever to-day.

| From the Pacific Mail Dock to Meiggs's Whart

the docks and wharves looked as they did be~
fore the fire. The work of customs and quaran~
tine officers has not been interrupted for a day,
The transport Sherman arrived yesterday. Af-
ter passing quarantine she went up to Folsom
street and docked at the army dock as usual,
and her passengers from Manila and Honoluls
landed there.

Cars will start to run on several streets In San
Francisco to-morrow, permission to run cars on
Pacific avenue, Fillmore, Church and 16th streets
and certain parts of Mission street having beemy
granted by Mayor Schmitz late last night. It i»
specified that the cars will not run after 7 o'clock
at night and that the United Railroads will
maintain a patrol of one man in each block oper-
ated in the unburned district as a protection
agalnst fire.

Over one hundred and fifty stores were opened
for business yesterday, but, before night, numer-
ous complaints were received that storekeepers
had raised prices to prohibitive flgures.

Captain Rittenhouse, of the United States

| marines, commanding the district from Bush to
l Oak and Flllmore to Division streets, called at

the central police station last night and request-
ed that detectives be detalled to investigate some
of the complaints made to him that exorbitant
prices were being charged in certaln quarters.
The alleged systematic theft of several tons
of Red Cross supplies has been disciosed by the

| arrest of Arthur Jacobs yesterday by Police

Commissioner O'Grady and Detective Mathew-
son. Jacobs is said to have made a confession

| tmplicating several confederates and to have

revealed the place where he had hidden the loot.
Jacobs is a teamster who volunteered his ser-

| vices to haul supplies from the waterfront to

Coal Operators’ Refusal.

[By Telegraph to The Tribune. ]

Wilkes-Barre, Penn., April 27.—The refusal of
the operators to accept either of the mine work-
ers’ propositions makes it look much as if a
strike will be ordered by the mine workers’ con-
vention, which meets in Scranton next Thurs-
day, providing President Mitchell dces not take
a decided stand against one. Mr. Mitchell said
to-night, when informed of the operators’ ac-
tion, that he had nothing to say until he saw
the official answer.

Operators say that the acceptance of the prop-
osition to add 10 cents a ton to the wages of the

| mine workers would mean an increase of $12 -

000,000. Instead of 10 cents a ton, it was shown
that this would so increase the sliding scale ad-
vance to the mine workers that they would
actually get, If the proposition was accepted, an
increase of a little more than 20 cents a ton,
and on the basis of a production of 60,000,000
tons, last year's output, this would give them

Continued on second page.

THE FAMOUS LAKE SHORE LIMITED

has sleeping cars for St. Louls and Cincinnati, leav-
ing New York every day at 5:30 P. M., via New
York Central lines. No excess fare.—Advt !

the various relief depots. His offer was ae-

‘ cepted, and It was while hauling Red Cross sup-

plies that he is-alleged to have done the looting

. during the first few days of the relief, when it

was not organized as it is now. Under the
present system of handling supplies this would
be practically impossible. About two tons of
the stolen goods have been recovered, and it is
expected thet Jacobs's accomplices will scon be
under arrest.

The first arrest for alleged indiscrimiinate and
reckless shooting by members of the state
militia, which it is asserted has made the streets
in certaln sections of the city controlled by the
National Guard unsafe after the earthquake,
was made shortly before midnight, when Ernest
Wilder, a military sentry, was taken in custody
and disarmed by Captain B. F. Rittenhouse, of
the United States Marine Corps, who tumed
him over to the pelice.

Captain Rittenhouse charged Wilder with
leaving his post and “shooting up™ the district
commanded by Rittenhouse. Half a dozen shota

| were fired at about 11 o'clock last night, and

half an hour later. while Captain Rittenliouse
was sitting on his horse in front of the central
police station, the sharp crack of a rifle was
heard again. ke hastily rode in the direction



