
state endowment, nnd thus they have remained
to this day.

Now, if we assume, as we must, that the
character of common school education has much
to do with shaping the national character, it
seems reasonable to suppose that the Eug-
Ush national character has been more or
loss affpetod and moulded by the circumstance
that most of the schools have been under eccle-
siastical control and most of the Instruction
given to the people has accordingly been tinct-
ured with the established religion. Ifnow the
schools and their instruction shall be secular-
ized, or even nonconformed, we may logically
oxr-ect some eonesi>on<lin£ change iv the
national character. That in to say, the traits
which are flue to religious instruction will dis-
appear, and others, duo to secular instruction,

willb^ developed. Such changes will,of course,
be gradual, and it may b»^ generations be-
fore their extent is fully indicated. Whether
they will,on the whole, be for good or evil is a
matter of opinion upon which we are not called
to pass judgment. Inour own country we still
feel some of the inherited influence of the old
English Church school system, by this time
greatly affected by our own purely secular school
system. The significant thing is that in adopt-
ing Mr. Birrell's measure England will be t.ik-
ing the radical "new departure" of so trans-
forming her primary school system as to make
for the first time in her history secularism
rather than eccleplasMcism dominant in popular
education, with all which that may involve.

•The St. Louis Globe-Democrat" and "The
Chicago Tribune" both express the opinion that
the President makes a mistake in declining to
receive' foreign contributions for San Francisco.
The "Globe-Democrat" says his attitude is
"magnificent, but It Is not fair to the suffering
hundreds of thousands in San Francisco."
This wo believe to be puttinga wrong construc-
tion upon the case. American aid willbe equal
to the vast demands made upon It'by San
Francisco and other Coast cities and towns, and
th« only ground upon which' foreign aid e*n be

And now detectives say that an usher in Dr.
Torrey's Philadelphia meetings took $."» a day

from the contribution baskets. It is rather an
expensive undertaking to convert Philadelphia,
but Dr. Torrey is not yet dlscouraced.

Some Washington correspondents, notabiy "The
SpringtteM Republican's" observer of national
affairs, are Inclined to criti i<o th* styl? of Sen-
ator La FolUrte as an orator. In the Wiscon-
sin Senator's case, however, It Is what he has
to say on a topic of national interest which is
important, and the country wll! give him an
Impartial hearing.

The homeless San Franciscans camping In
Golden Gate Park do not talk of the earth-
quake, but of "the flre." and their courage and
determination are aptly illustrated by the
choice of words with which they refer to the
disaster that left the Queen City of the Pacific a
mass of ruins.

Business conditions of the country as a whole
have not changed, except that there 1b a little
more evidence of conservatism in the starting of
new undertaking? This is not based upon any

lack of confidence ln the fttture. but is due to

the combination of high prices for materials and

the difficulty of securing funds at attractive
terms. A large percentage of building and in-

dustrial operations is always done with borrowed
money, and in so far as the present stringency

tends to curtail speculative undertakings the
nation will benefit, for it is undoubtedly a fact
that this sort of thing was being overdone, par-

ticularly as to real estate As settled spring

weather depletes stocks of seasonable merchan-
dise on the shelves of retail stores there appears

the usual supplementary wholesale and Jobbing

demand, and the actual volume of legitimate

business is of most gratifying proportions, as
shown by comparisons of bank exchanges, in

•which the element of speculation has been elim-

inated as far as possible. Despite unparalleled

immigration, dispatches from nearly all sections

of the country refer to the inadequate supply of
labor, and it is gratifying to note that May Day

inthis country does not threaten any widespread

Btruggl"between capital and labor.

Uneasiness regarding the probable attitude of
the long account in the cotton market about

the acceptance of May notices started consider-

able liquidation,and prices declined moderately,

especially for that option. Reports from the
South indicating small stocks of old cotton on

the plantations tended to eteady the spot market,

which hail the further support of activity in
Liverpool and a repetition of recent favorable
comparisons with last year's figures as to port

receipts and exports. Although Mr. Ellison In-

creased his statement of European spinners'

stocks on April 1 to 1,446.00. bales, against

1,159,000 a year previous, his estimate of weekly

consumption was also advanced to 173.000 bales.

Preliminary reports from plantations indicate a

general disposition to buy farm supplies, includ-
ing implements and fertilizers, more freely than
last year, and the acreage is being increased,

although not so much as desired, owing to the
difficulty experienced in securing labor. Wheat
quotations make a much closer comparison with

last year's figures than they have done at any

recent date, partly owing to the slight advance

this year, but much more to the decline in 1905.

Mills and factories wilK be called upon for a

certain amount of increased production to re-
place stocks destroyed by flre on the Pacific
Coast, and. as most plants were already pro-

vided with business for some tinu> to come, there
is that much certainty of further activity.
Business inthe primary markets for cotton goods

was somewhat retarded by the disposition of
buyers to wait for the Claflln sale, which opens
onMay 1.after which there is prospect of large
business. Suspense is almost over regarding the
season's business in woollens, clothiers having
begun to operate in a manner that Indicates
satisfactory trips by their salesmen, and reports
from Eastern wool markets attribute quiet busi-
ness to small offerings rather than to any hope
of more attractive terms. Forwardings of foot-
wear for the year thus far still surpass all pre-
vious records, rind New England shops have
ord.rs thai will keep machinery occupied well
into the autumn. Slightly lower prices for
some grades of pip iron do not mean that this
Industry has met with reverses, the steel mills
being far behind with deliveries, and this year's
results are assured by orders already overflow-
ing into 1907.

MONEY AND BUSINESS.
Liquidation continued in the stock market

until the average prices of the sixty most Im-

portant railway securities had fallen about $10

a share below the high record established in
January, and the general level of the market waa

lower than at any time since last summer. In

so far as this decline in prices represented the

sale of stocks carried with borrowed money,

fundamental conditions were improved, but loans
did not decrease, according to the bank state-

ment. Itis also obvious" that the position was
strengthened by whatever proportion of the de-
cline was caused by the development of a heavy

short account. On the other hand, there has
undoubtedly been some selling <>f securities by

insurance companies and private individuals

who need the money on account of losses at San

Francisco. These complicated conditions, in con-

junction with pressure ln the money market,

make it unusually difficult to determine the point

at which recovery would seem warranted. An-

other event, more local In ltH application, was

the reduced dividend announced for Consolidated
Gas. although this change was not unexpected.

The European situation was greatly improved

by tho successful placing of the Russian loan,

and the difference in parity of money makes it

natural that foreign lenders should find this

market attractive. It must not be forgotten.

however, that these loans willmalar*.
Money market conditions have, become some-

what confusing owinsr to numerous conflicting

Influences, all of considerable Importance. Esti-
mates vary widely as to the. exact amount of
money that has gone to San Francisco, but it is

obviously very large, and the movement is by no

means over. Transfers through tho Sub-Treas-
ury nre the only operations daily announced, but

there has been a heavy outgo by mail and ex-

press, while amounts privately telegraphed must

ultimately be withdrawn from local banks, which

will also be called upon for the largo sum sent

from Chicago because of the tlmo saved. Inci-
dentally, smaller amounts have been withdrawn
by the South and "v\>st for ÜBe In eiartlng the

crops, and in the aggregate the cash drain has

been very heavy. While the large receipts of

gold from Europe might appear to strengthen

the position of the banks, as a matter of fact

this specie went into the Treasury, which had
previously discounted Its arrival by increasing

deposits with the banks. The only Incident of

the last week tending to strengthen the local
financial situation was the heavy liquidation in
securities, and even this was of less significance

than usual, because it did not imply the cus-
tomary contraction of loans.

of the park to tho piahlio on the occasion of th©
Lincoln centenary, ihree years hence.

How Municipal Ownership Works'
the Black Country.

\ wolverhampton ami „
The capital of the Black Country naS

*
the highest rates in the kingdom, tm

0B"*
may not be a sign of progressive «,.J***
but the local official* are sensitive abo 115^'
anxious to explain itaway a3 the cors*™

"**
peculiar conditions which were jIuSS?
Wolverhampton has experimented 'ar«el^new municipal policies. Of the net Ay

***
AXIOMS as much as £t^7.425 repres.RRe"lc

"«
are known as reproductive undertakings. C*J
when the rate a year ag, wa3 .'^i± T*
profits from municipal ownership availahi*

**
its reduction were only equivalent toSvd. .

"*

were drawn from a single source-** !in2Ssystem of markets. This waa a meagrT
for so larse an Investment of capital in25services of various kind,. Th« corp.>ratlenHl?
not own Urn wm suppiy nor the cemet

*
fiOsi

Inother respects itb in!in* with "
•-'mootgresslve municipalities InEngland andSJS*It owns the water and electricity iSS*operates the electric tramways; itconducts a

lie library, art museum and art school- h
trols markets ami baths, and n "hai inirod^L*
sclei:tiflc methods of treatin* sowa— aaj!.\u25a0troylngr refuse. With all this energ,•*.ought to be substantial relief for rat^,!!
from the management of municipal serv^
The local authorities admit this and t
pect to save a penny this year by a coatr'te"
\u2666ion to the rates from tho electricity servirThey might do more If they were to, scfttLfclous In charging Iks reserve for deteriorationtramway plant as a workingexpense Theyha/
succeeded in reducing the local rate this year to9s. 5*1.. but as the assessments have bean facreased on ratable property there is no reUatfrom the, burdens \u25a0\u25a0( taxation. Wolverhaaato-with all its enlightened pragma in the art

"•
local government, points the moral for Aia«rNcans that municipal ownership, while Itmay fctjustified on public grounds. Is not necessarily Isource of profit available for the redaction ,\u2666
taxation.

' ' w

The high rate in this town Is not caused by
municipal trading: in any form. The trasnrarelectricity and water services are self-suatatcb-.'and pay full Interest on the capital Invested lathem. Municipal ownership may be only mod-
erately profitable, but no deficits in operates
expenses or defaults In Interest and sfc&b*
fund payments are put back on the rates. One-
half of the excessive local rate Is fullyaccounts*
for by Increased expenditures for education, aabnormal outlay for workhouses and out&Mr
relief and the clearance of disease breeds^
slum?. A larsje share of the remaining halfIj
taken up with sewage, ecavensering and drain.
age management, which has been attended *tth
exceptional difficulty and. expense. "Wolv»>
hampton has one of the highest poor rates la
kingdom

—
within a half-penny of three BhlUlssa,

and not far from a third of the total taxatia
The burdens of pauperism, moreover, bare beat
temporarily increased by the building of sew
and superior workhouses. The cost of edacatJsa
here as elsewhere in England has been raised by
throwing the voluntary schools back upon tsi
rates. "What was a denominational la now %
public charge, and Itcannot be kept down wSea
so many of tha new schools to be provided to
need to be enlarged and Improved. The d:i>
ance of the unsanitary area around St. Peter's
Church In the centre of the town has ben•
costly work, for which taxes have been paid a*
a long period; and the burden has still to bees*
ried. Ithas been a great public work, whkk
has given the town one of tHe lowest Inpssa
of one of the highest death rates tn. the ktßS>
dom; and it has transformed the appearance at
the city, making the ugliest and most squat

section the most ornamental and attract!** Ai
the properties condemned were either sold <nt-
right or reserved for broad avenues, park spans
or public buildings, there was no provision *r
the- future enrichment of the town by rever-
sions at the expiration of long leases. If ths
charges upon taxpayers have been serious, thsy

haw received full value for their money in m
Improvement as necessary as Itis splendid.

The remaining source of high taxation la &!»
Industrial centre of over 100.000 population Its
been the drainage. The problem was a dUßentt
one even when the population was unimportant,

since the town was on a dividing line of water-
shed between Bristol Channel and the Hmnber,

and a small brook didnot have water enongh t»
carry 0.1 the sewage. As the population In-
creased and various metallic trades becar*
prominent, the effluent of the sewage worM

and farms became a cesspool of pollution, «ni
the corporation was Involved la litigations ar.i
in costly schemes for purifying refuse. Us
veteran Town Clerk. Mr. Brevity is tlußßß*
when he recounts the exciting events of tilt
desperate campaign when the corporation *a»

forced to appeal to Parliament for power '-0

violate the law respecting the poEntlcn of
streams and to disregard Injunctions granted
by the courts. In the end the corporation tri-
umphed In Parliament and Inthe courts. Bit*
was under obligations to exhaust the resources
of chemical science and local authority la '-••

treatment of sewaga tainted by acids and \u25a0>

posits in galvanized Iron manufacture, Us

difficulties of waste pickle Inscores of thosa fac-
tories and of II smallaess si the brook fc:»
which the effluent from the s-wage worSa
charged have been overcome by a »j*tlß> c»

rain water drains, by precipitation processes c.

absolute precision, by a sludge-pressing P^T*pable of producing l-"«v tons weekly, and «T

an enlargement of the sewage farm. A t̂

°*
4

measures have been completely successful a--

the council Is now five from litigation°**"|
brook and in the possession of the mi^SBWBW
sewage plant InEngland. The most lmpsi»s»

industry of the town has not been driven •*»I

by rigorous regulations, and '£* drainage V-
-
I

lass has been worked out with satisfactory v

suits. The construction and rnalr.tenancfl «-

these works have been costly, even when eco*

mies are practised, as In the use of steaa c»-»

the refuse destructors in th* generation OS*

trie power; and the taxpayers have *
-̂dittily burdened year after year by vn*T^*

expenditures. If Mr. Br?vitt. who J\&
an important part la tee managed ent « j
complex affair, had not b^n a eeniJU TJ»*
as well as an administrator of exception^ .i
of character, he would have been wornos

as' by his arduous labors.
——

«i V
IThe council, having been sorely tar^ fa?
the difficulties of drainage and the n c*£"toW&
costly improvements in the heart of

->„»*>
has been on Us guard against dlsflgu.

roU
new streets, whichU tea opened and

tndassf
well as rendered whollysanitary. TnaV" .t}i
system was not Introduced without *Sjin*
struggle, but overhead wires were co

jtt<^S
as unsightly, ami the Loruin liLtiOSsS*
traction was a»topted as the

' *•
anJ the most serviceable. While t.c ,«.
construction was larger than th* o% "'*

jpjjt
tern would have involve*!, the "aintena^ B
has been found in pruciloo t<> be lowe^^j
other towns. Consequently while there •

a capital outlay of ttSfSW fo* jrt

electric tramway, and th*« surrl^ eai
aof»

now absorbed by Inr.rest payments »
&

provision for depreciation and rese.^ ,vlf<4
streets are not disttsur*-J with Pl>!e3 a"

na3 -.ta
Bud the system i3trustworthy anJ

fl9-ji
economical in management. As tSe . .^ (j

its mm electricity surrb"* **»
.r.
r.rK'*

u^t.^
tramway traction Is reduced to l*»d a

«al
-».

electricity works wcr^ opened eleVen
fl32g ft? J

and represent a capital outlay of « .L^t^fl
standard voltago of 220.H0 undsr •"J"

J a*l
-̂

HIGH EXGLISH RATES.

SNAKE BLEW THE STEAM WHISTLE.
Martlnsburg (lad.) Dispatch in The Baltimore

News
A rattlesnake crawled upon the boiler of the

sawmill here some time laat night to keep warm.To encnp* the heat when steam was being raisedthis morning the serpent wound Itself around the
rope jittnched to the steam whistle. its weight wassufficient to cause the whistle to blow continuously.
The people of th* village, thinking the mill was onflre, hurried thither with buckets and found IrvtnDurnill. the engineer, shaking with fear. Ho hadseen the snake and was afraid to enter the engine
room. Sam Sterling procured a shotgun and Killed
th« reptile. which measured thin* few* la leugUi.

THE COLONEL AND THE MOSQUITOES.
From The Buffalo Commercial.

Th* Rev. B. P. Fullerton. of St. Lou,«. in ad-
dr»ssm* a Presbyterian meeting in Philadelphia
the other evening, told the following story by way
of illustrating how diverse schools of thought w» recoming together nowadays: "A Northern visitor
was spending the night with Th, colonel, who Hvecton lbs lower, swampy reaches of the Mississippi
The stranger suffi-reil severely because there were
no mosquito nettings over Ins bed. and the next
morning asked Sam. the colored bodyguard of the
master of the house, how it was that the latter
could manage to exist amid the pernicious a tivily
of these small augers of the air. It*dcs lak d-.
boss." Answered Sambo In de fo' part uv de night
da colonsi's *•> (trunk «lat he don't pay no 'tentton
to da skeeters. an" ir. de las" part uv de niKht
de skeeters Is so drunk di Idej don't pay no "ten-
tlon to .i. colonel.'

"

Kut, after all. Mm proof of the snail is In th«
eating'

"And you say the Senators are all rogues?'*
"Most of them, yes," answered the magazine ex-
pert on morals. "Prove it." "I don't have to
prove it. i get space rates for just saying it.

—
Philadelphia Ledger.

The snail, our contemporary goes on to say. has
Indeed been called "the poor man's oyster, though,
we do not remember to have seen It eaten raw.
We know, however, that it makes an excellent fish
sauce, and may be used for the same purpose as
oyster sauce. Possibly also a few snails In a steak
anil kidney pudillng would Increase the tastiness of
this popular food. . . . According to analysis,
very nearly M per cent of solid matter of the snail
Is im>tf>:d matter available directly for repairing
the tissues of the body. Besides this, there is about
6 per cent of fat and 4 per cent of mineral matter.
Including phosphates."

The recent criticism of tbe wilful and general
waste of the succulent snail leads "The Lancet" to
•ay encouragingly that there is nothing the mat-
ter with the snal! from the dietetic point of view,

"for. properly cooked, the snail Is both nutritious
and tnsty."

You can't do much for a man who is easy to do.
Overcautious men always look before they creep.
One doesn't have to look for trouble In ordar to

find it.
The early gardener catches the cream of the

greengoods trade.
If you would strike a man favorably, don't aim

at his pocketbook.
Many a man's credit is good enly because it is in

his wife's name.
eliminate political Ignorance and there would be

no political bosses.
When a barber has occasion to flatter a bald

headed man he asks him if he doesn't want a
hair-cut.

"Once upon a time" is a familiar beginning for
fairy stories, and after a man has been once upon
a "time" he begins to tell them to his wife.—Chi-
cago News.

SHOULD WOMEN SMOKE?
Some faddist In tbe press first raised the question.

When anxious of a grievance to be rid—
Hintingdisease or death or indigestion

Probable, if they did.

"Indignant Dame" replied a morning later.
Giving the Ho (or several) direct:

Describing him a low prevaricator—
Or words to that effect.

The fat was In the fire. A smart "Toung mother"
Urged it was chic, and womanly as well:

One "Damsel" found it soothing, while another. .v , . Simply abhorred the smell.

"Father of One" (outside the infant's hearing)
Vowed that nogirlof his "such things" should do;

"Father of Nina" refrained from interfering-
Thinkingit wiser to.

A "Spinster" said the weed was all she trusted
To take from single curs«r<lness the sting:

A lady, who Inscribed herself "Disgusted."
Loathed the unseemly thing.

An "Indian Colonel" found the practice "flighty."
And asked, if women thronged the "Smokers" too.

Where (In his crimson territory) might he
The scheming sex eschew?

"Enthusiastic" called it bliss-bestowing.
Which "Youthful Cynic" stigmatized as rot;

And "Tweeny Girl" was diffident, unknowing
Whether to whin! or not.

Such are the. strange, reciprocatlve. seornlngs.
Such are the quaint, antagonistic views.

That filled the papers during several mornings.
Taking the place of news.

Whether the thing is really wrong or rightful.
We know not yet; but this is sure, the while—

Either it Is entfancingly delightful
Or else supremely rile.

—Punch.

A New England newspaper of 1727 announced
that "a considerable town in this province has been
so awakened by the awful providence Inthe earth-
quake that th© women have generally laid aside
their hoop petticoats."

"The London <3entlewoman" discusses cigarette
smoking by women. Are they always eharmtnjr
when smoking? "Not always. It must be con-
fessed," the writer adds. •'There are some women
to whom a cigarette adds a certain attractive
piquancy of aspect: but assuredly they are not the
pink-and-whlte, blue-eyed, and generally gentle
English women. Rather is it the lady with the
ebon locks and eyes as black as death with whoae
appearance a cigarette harmonizes. From this It
may be adduced that the average English woman
should not smoke tf she really wishes to look h«r
best."

THE TALK OF THE DKY.

The four sons of Charles Darwin, author of the
"Origin of Species." are scientists. Sir George Is
the Plumian professor of astronomy at Cambridge;
Horace Darwin has been associated with him in
his work: Francis Darwin Is a botanist, and Major
Leonard Darwin is a geographer.

Tolstoy Is reported to b« in »xc<»llent health H>
reads less than formerly, and his reading consists
of English and American books on l.ibor questions.
working class houses and municipal government.

He no longer rides on horseback every day. and
now depends on walking for Ms exercts*.

Dr. James W. C Ely. dean of the medical pro-
fession In Providence, R. 1., willshortly complete
sixty years in ths practice of me«Jicin-\ His fel-
low practitioners will give htm a dinner to com-
memorate that occasion.

A. F. Cridler, of the, United States Geological

Survey, has been appointed State Geologist of
Mississippi and professor of geology In the uni-

versity of the same state. The lire of work first
undertaken by the state survey will be an Investi-
gation of the cement resources, the clays and the.
lignites.

Mrs. Cralgie will deliver an address on May 4 In
London In connection with the Shakespeare com-
memoration of th« London Shakespeare League.

Th* new president of the, French Soclfite1 dcs
Gens do Lettres Is Victor MaxKuerltto. the
younger of the talented sons of General Mar-
gueritte. The literary partnership of the brothers.
Paul and Victor. is as much a Parisian topic of
conversation as was the alliance of Edmond and
Jules de Goncourt.

The "howdy" number of John Temple Graves' 9
new paper. "The Atlantic Georgian," introduce*
to 'the public the editors who will make "The

Georgian." Each has a paragraph describing his

attainments. Briefest of all Is the characteriza-
tion of the Editor. "John Temple Graves. Enough

Said." Apparently Mr. Graves thinks he has won
fume sufficient by his campaign for Senator wMll..

Editor of "The Atlanta News, 1 when an Injunc-

tion of the court said to him substantially the
same thing, "Enough said."

When Commander Richmond Pearson Hobson's
admiring constituents congratulated him on his

success at the primaries they bore three trans-
parencies, one reading "Richmond Pearson Hob-

son. Congressman." and the other two with the

same nam« and th»» offices Wt blank. It was a
way of Intimating that fate. In th« opinion of his
admirers, has the Senatorshtp and Presidency I.i
store for the former naval officer. As a hero Com-
mander Hobunn seems to have got his second
wind.

Professor Charles Spragu« Sargent, author of
"The Trees of North America." has Just returned
from South America, where ho has spent th« win-
ter studying trees.

PERSONAL.

The German geographer who thinks a period

of, seismic unrest has bcyun. and predicts »
"relay earthquake," Is entitled to his opinion,

but It is probable he knows no more about It
than the rest of us, and that Is about nothing-

accepted Is not that of need, r^ut of International
comity and benevolence.
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KROADWAY
—
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FOREIGN.
—

Troops continue to arrive at

Pari< and the city resembles an armed camp:

Premier Sarrien in a Fpee<-h warned the strikers

that breaches of the pear* would be firmly pun-
ished; two more attempts at violence were mad'

The Russian Emperor has decided not to
open Parliament in person, but to receive the
members at the Winter Palace. -i=^ Ihe
"Xovoe Vremya" has published a story which

tends to confirm th* reported murder of Father
Gapon by revolutionists; an attempt was made
In St Petersburg to assassinate the commander
of the Semlnovsky Regiment.

—
T
—

A dispatch

from Cairo says that the Turkish Grand Vizier

has ordered the restoration of boundary pillars,

and has denied that they were removed by Turk-
ish troops.

--
Advices from Rome say that

The Dominicans and other religious orders have
accepted the Vatican's plan for the division of
th" $7,T'00.000 paid by the United States for

friar:' lands. \u25a0 Thirty members of the Kos-

suth party have been returned as members of
the Diet out of thirty-five elections held in
Hungary.=Better conditions prevail in the

Vesuvian region; reports show that the damage

caused by the avalanches was heavy.

DOMESTlC—President and Mrs. Roosevelt re-
turned to Washington from their trip down the
Potomac on the Sylph. Itwas said at Al-
bany that the closing days of the Legislature

would be spirited and that there was slight hope
of the Recording Mortgage Tax billbeingpassed.== Reports received in Wilkes-Barre indi-
cated that Mitchell v mid control the coming
miners' convention, as delegates were being in-
Ftructed to follow Us advice. -

\u25a0 Two miners
were fatally hurt in a tight between union and
non-union men in the Pennsylvania coal fields.=Dowie held a meeting In Zlon City while
Votiva was holding one; the test proved a
"frost" for Dowie. there being only about 150 of
his followers tone his listeners.

--— —
It was

announced in Oakland. Cal., that a Boston man
had offered \u25a0 million dollars for the San Fran-
cisco relief fund. = • The Rev. Dr. Algernon
S. Crapsey preached twice at Sage Chapel, Cor-
nell University, in Ithaca. N. Y.- The Pitts-
burg police provided food and other aid for sev-
eral New Yorkers who were injured in Pan
Francisco. \u25a0 An Atlanta man, absent from
home ten years, returned to find his wife mar-
ried.

ClTY.—Thomas A. Buckner, vice-president of
the New York Life Insurance Company, denied a
report that the company would test the consti-
tutionality of the law requiring tho publication
of the list of policyholders. \u25a0 Mrs. Elizabeth
B. Qrannis was requested to resign her member-
ship in the First Church of the Disciples of
Christ. == Kx-Judge McKenna arrived from
Porto Rico and said that his resignation \u25a0was
due solely to a disiiJu for that island.

-----
More than 100.000 visited Coney Island. ==
Thirty-one boys who became disorderly in ele-
vated trains while returning from playing base-
ball in Crotona Park were arrested by police-
men. A secret meeting of the engineers of
the New York Central, to discuss the affairs of
tbs road, was held. \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 Fourteen automobillsU
vere held up and fined on the Merrick Road.
near Rockvillc Centre, Long Island. \u25a0 \u25a0

-
\u25a0 The

police of Westchester cities were again on the
lookout for auto speeders, but only one arrest
was made. \u0084 :it was announced that E. P.
WesT would walk from Philadelphia to thiscity, starting May S. at the request of severalphysicians. ==The price of ice in Newark was
raised to SO cents a hundred.

THE WEATHER— lndications for to-day:
Partly cloudy. Th- temperature yesterday:
Highest. >.', degrees; lowest, ."><>.

THE XEWR THls UORViVG.

.4Y EPOCH IX ENGLISH EDUCATION.
The new Education bill, which has been intro-

duced into Parliament by Mr. Birrell and which
willpresumably be enacted into law, bids fair to
mark an epoch in English education, if not, in-
deed. In the very life of the English nation.
With its merits or demerits from either a parti-
san or a sectarian point of view we have, of
course, no concern. It is v Liberal measure, and
the Conservatives will oppose it. Itis regarded
with approval by the Nonconformist churches,

and the Established and Roman Catholic
churches are denouncing It. But so the Liberals
ojijxtsed and the Nonconformists denounced the
present law when it was proposed. We may
properly regard the controversy with indiffer-
ence, as one to oe settled by the English people,
whom alone it directly concerns. But it is not
improper to speculate, impartially and philosoph-
ically, on its possible effe*! uixm the character
and genius of the English nation.

Briefly stated, the new bill contemplates not
exactly a change from religious to non-religious
instruction

—
a punning critic has called it

neither a religious nor an irreligious but a Bir-
relligious measure

—
but at least a change from

churehmausbip to non-churchmanship and non-
sectarianism, and a long way toward entire sec-
ularization. Indeed, It1b regarded by many as
a step which Is sure to carry the country in the
not distant future to a purely secular system of
popular education. Roman Catholics and the
Established Church will continue to maintain
parochial schools, but these will receive no sup-
port from the public funds. In most schools
there may Btillbe, on request, religious instruc-
tion by the Church, but itmust be out of regular
school hours, and not be given by the regular
teachers.
Itmust be remembered that this will be the

first time in English history that sucu B thing
hag been known. Before the Reformation prac-
ticallyallgrammar schools wen- chantries of the
churches. Those founded in Tudor and Stuart
daws were on religious foundations The char-
ity schools of the eighteenth and nineteenth cen-
turies were founded upon s religious concept of
education. The systems of Lancaster and Bell
were not always sectarian, but were always re-
Kgious, and the Royal Lancasterlan Society
though Lancaster himsrlf was \u25a0 Quaker -was
purely an adjunct (,t tiK. Established Church.
When Brougham bailed tbe "schoolmaster
\u25a0hroad" he did not dhrsree the school from the
Gtareh. sirty rears ago a iwgiwnlng was made
in non-ecclesiastical education, but the vast I ,k
ot school machinery continued to remain In

\u25a0 clerical bands. Mr. Punter's great law in i:»7<i
<!i-t much for the board or non-ecclesiastic*!
schools, but it still left the Churn *»<oohs under

Senator Page is not obstructing anybody else,

but simply standing on his rights and refusing
to get out of the way with his bill at the arbi-
trary demand of a handful of men. Ifhis
stand prevents other legislation, that is their
fault, not his. The technicalities of parliamen-
tary law may be at least as legitimately used to
promote the wishes of a majority as to block
them. The Senators who are so angry are
merely getting a taste of their own medicine.
They can begin once more to legislate the In-
stant they are ready to do it with a fair recog-
nition of the rights of others.

Senator Page is not a disgruntled "sorehead."
venting anger over a defeat in a dog-in-the-man-
ger spirit. He is the mouthpiece of a majority
of both houses, with a strong popular senti-
ment behind him. The original Recording Tax
bill passed the Senate by a vote of 36 to 13.
Twenty-two Republicans were for it and only

13 against it. Itpassed the Assembly by a vote
of 84 to ?,<">. when several of the New York
members who favored it were absent. It was
nor a perfect measure, and Governor Higgins
was fully justified in returning it for the cor-
rections which now have beeu made. All that
its friends ask is that It be voted on. Ifitis
beaten, well and good. Hut let the vote be
taken. The opposition can never justify Itself
to public opinion for refusing, under such cir-
cumstances, to let a bill come to a vote. Here
is a bill which a majority of both houses are
believed to favor, which is in line with the sug-
gestion of what such a bill ought to be made by

the Governor, and which is demanded by a large

number of intelligent taxpayers in every part

of the state. What sort of figure will a dozen
obstructionists cut if they co before the peopl*1
explaining that they wrecked the regular ses-
sion and forced the taxpayers to foot the bill
for an extra session in order to prevent the rule
of the majority? And that majority, be it re-
membered, is a majority of the responsible gov-
erning party.

THE OBSTRUCTION ISTS.
The defenders of the Mortgage Tax law in

the Seuate are exceedingly bitter over what
they consider th^ obstructive tactics of Sena-
tor Page In behalf of the Recording Tax bill,
which has been redrafted to meet the views of

Governor Hlgglns. They have, however, no rea-
son for bitterness. Senator Page is not the ob-
structionist. They are the obstructionists. He
stands ready to legislate In the regular order.
They are refusing t.. legislate and nre adjourn-
ing as sivm as they meet, so as to prevent a ma-
jority, not merely of the Senate, but of the
Republican membership of the Senate, from
performing its normal function of considering
\u25a0Ad voting on n measure. They threaten to
continue this method of obstruction, permit the
session to end without the passage of absolutely

necessary bills, and so force an extra session,

unless Senator Page an.l the supporters of the
recording tax consent to surrender their parlia-
mentary rights and allow the passage of the pet

measures of a minority whose dilatory motions
are blocking the progress of t bill, which is
favored by the majority.

protvth than ever. New York has renson also
to be eu.Hjuraged by tho 1905 returns. Its per-

| centa^c gf pjaji611, against 21.1 In the last
decade, and, mote {significant still, the count
in the state outside the city of New York dis-
iclosed fewer elpns of stagnation than were dis-

closed five, ten and fifteen years ago.
In the frontier states high rates of Increase

in population are to be expected. Yet Wyo-'
ining Is not growing as fast as New York or
New Jersey. Its flve-yenr pain was only 10
per cent South Dakota's was only IS per cent
-less than Rhode Island's or New Jerseys.

North Dakota pushed ahead, however, with a
gain of 37 per cent. It looks, indeed, as if
North Dakota would soon outgrow South Da-
kota, though the southern commonwealth be-
gan life with nearly twice the population of

the northern. South Dakota has now 465,209
Inhabitants to North Dakota's 4.57.070.

Of the older Western States Minnesota is
making the greatest progress. This state con-

tains three big cities and has developed largo

manufacturing Interests in addition to its agri-

cultural resources. In ISSO It had only 780,-

773 Inhabitants. Now Ithas 1.979.912. lown. a
typically agricultural state, without large cities
and manufactures, has been standing still, while
Minnesota has pushed ahead. In ISBO lowa's
population was 1,624,615. To-day It is only
2,210,337—21,498 lees than it was in 1900. Wis-
consin and Michigan have also gained on lowa,

but not so rapidly. Twenty years ago Michi-
gan and lowa were Just abreast. In 1904 Michi-
gan had 2,530,016 Inhabitants to lowa's 2.210.-
837. Wisconsin in 18SO had 300.000 less popula-
tion than lowa. Now Wisconsin's total exceeds
lowa's by IS.OOO. Kansas had a bad decade be-
tween 1890 and 1900. but if* now beginning to re-
cover. Its gain between 1900 and 190.1 was "\u25a0
per cent, against none fnr lowa. 7 for Michigan,
8 for Wisconsin and IS for Minnesota. We have
been accustomed to think that the West is gain-
ing population much faster relatively than* the
East. Rut the 1906 census figures shatter that
assumption and suggest the conclusion that nil
sections are settling down to a more nearly aver
npe rate of growth.

POl't LATIOX EAST AXD WEST.
Some recent census figures \u25a0bowing the

growth of different states and sections of the
Union have been collected by Mr. Henry Gan-
nett, of the Federal Census Bureau, in an ar-
ticle published in "The Bulletin of the Ameri-
can Geographical Society." Since 1900 enu-
merations have been made in fourteen states.
Michigan took Icensus in 1904, and these
other thirteen states—Florida, lowa, Kansas,
Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Jersey, New
York. North Dakota, Oregon, Rhode Island,
South liakota. Wisconsin and Wyoming—
censuses In 1905. In Florida and Oregon, how-
ever, the tabulations have not yet been com-
pleted. The twelve states reporting fall into
four distinct groups. Returns from Massachu-
setts and Shade Island reflect the general con-
ditions of growth iiiNew England. Those from
New York and New Jersey show the progress
of the Middle State*. Michigan, Wisconsin,
Minnesota. lowa and Kansas may be classed
among the i.uor.- settled communities of the
Middle West, and North Dakota, South Dakota
end Wyoming sJBOQg our still undeveloped fron-
tier commonwealths.

The enumeration of 1905 showed a distinct
check in the ratio of growth maintained for the
last three decades in Massachusetts. That statepained in population between 1870 and 1880
22.4 per cent, between 1880 and ISOO 1T..6 andbetween UM and I*o253 per cent. But theIncrease between 1000 and 1905 was only 7per cent. Rhode Island, \u25a0 very compact an.lprosperous community, grew from IS7O to 1900
at a little faster rat.- than Massachusetts. That
rate, averaging a little more than 25 per cent
to the decade, has been more than maintained
since 1000. Rhode Island* gain in th.- last five
years being 14 ]« i cent! Connecticut is probe
My growing at about the same rate as Mass*
<-huM>tt.s. The other tn \u25a0•• Now England states
ore making gains of l.ss than 10 par cent to
the decade.

Of the m •:>'.\u25a0 biat,* Xew Jersey has" been
frovriajr faster thai flli:<r Nov.- York or Penn-
•ftvaa *:k sain for thn iat-t three decades
lie* n?f>r>g<»\ about -'" |H»r cent, while Pean
\u25a0jHw average v. :i< -ji 4 and Sew York's
SOBS I

-
INew Jerry's I!*C> census shOWS a

gtia of 14 per cent and indicates a more rapid

THE LINCOLN FARM PARK.
Americans, without regard to party or section,

were glad to learn about a year ago that the old
Lincoln homestead, near Ilodgenville, Ky., had
passed into hands which would care for it as a
national memorial. At that time the purchaser,
Mr. Robert Collier, of this city, seemed to be
under the impression that the house now on
the farm was the original log cabin of the Lin-
coln family, an error which The Tribune helped
to correct. It is, now known that the Lincoln
cabin, after a varied history as a kind of trav-
elling exhibit, Is in storage In this city, whence
it will soon be taken to Louisville for the
coming "home week" there, after which It will
be sent to the Lincoln farm and re-erected as
nearly as possible on its original site.

The farm, it is also gratifying to know, is to
remain permanently in the ownership and care
of the Lincoln Farm Association, of which any
American may became a member on payment of
a subscription of from 25 cents to $25, according
to means and inclination. The association has
already found that the interest in its work Is
\u25a00 general that it will have no difficulty in se-
curing all the money needed to reclaim the
farm, put It as nearly as possible in the condi-
tion it was In when the Lincoln family lived on
it and keep it forever an a memorial park, na-
tional in its appeal'and unifying in its influence.
Kentucky, one of the border states, was pe-
culiarly well fitted by the rugged character of
its pioneer citizens, as well as by its geograph-
ical situation, to give to the nation the unique
and commanding figure of Lincoln, and it is a
distinct gain to the forces that guard and in-
spire American life that the Lincoln farm Is
hereafter to be maintained as a national pos-
session. Although it will be practically h na-
tional park, it will probably have, through Its
board of trustees, more careful attention than
it would secure wen- it immediately under na-
tional guardianship. .Messrs. Robert Collier and
Clarence 11. Mackay, the chief officials of the
Lincoln Farm Association, visited the farm lastweek in company with Mr. Guy I<nwell, the Bos-
ton landscape nrtl«n. and the plans they havemade for its restoration and preservation willprobably be laid before the association on their
ret urn to New York this week: U is proposed to
complete the work in rime for a formal oveuius

A Chinese puzzle is oisy compared with the
task of shuffling the rural counties into nearly
equal and contiguous districts. No county may
be divided except to make two or more dis-
tricts within its own boundaries. Certain coun-
ties stand alone as <Ustrlcts by themselves
Some two or more comities happen to lie so
that they are the only ones which can be put
io^ether to make a contiguous district of suita-
ble population. Chautauqua County, for in-
st;ince. ran by no possibility be put with any-
thing but Cattaraugus. With these base niarka
fixed of necessity, it remains to apportion the
other counties. They must be grouped together,
and there is generally no choice except which
of two shall be put into a particular group, and
we believe that in the new apportionment the
choice has invariably been made with a view
to equalization and compactness. There has
been no gerrymander.

There were two centres of difficulty which
were responsible for all the changes in the new
apportionment. One was the rapid growth of
Schenectady Washington had to be taken from
Saratoga and Scheuectady. however inconven-
ient to Senator Bracken, in obedience to the
constitution. Otherwise the district would have
far too many people. Washington had to be
put with an adjoining county, either Essex or
Wurren; and equality was promoted by associa-
tion with Essex and Clinton. In turn. Warren
had to be separated from these latter, and
that involved putting it with Fulton, Hamilton
and Montgomery, and putting Schobarie. for-
merly with these counties, in association with
Herkimer and orsego. These two counties be-
fore made a district far below the normal, and.
with the addition of Schoharie. make a district
of average population. All of these changes
were In the nature of equalization and were
the only ones feasible.

The census also revealed the fact that the
present 30th District, consisting of Cayuga and
Seneca, was far below the ratio. With the ad-
dition of Yates. the only county which could
be added without making still greater inequal-
ity elsewhere, it is still the smallest district in
the state. Yates being taken from Steuben. it
was necessary to add something in compensa-
tion. The choice was between Livingston and
Allegany. Perhaps Senator Stevens would have
preferred to lose Livingston, and tiiat combina-
tion would indeed have made the two districts
a little more nearly equal in population. But
it would have resulted in two long, narrow dis-
tricts. One would have been a shoestring run-
ning almost from Lake Ontario to the Pennsyl-
vania line. The other would have been formed
of two counties which have only a few miles
of common boundary, without the necessity
which forced Washington into association with
Essex because it touched no other county with
which it could go to form a district of suita-
ble size. In place of Allegany, the Wyoming-
Livingston district received Genesee, taken with-
out compensation from the Niagara-Orleans dis-
trict, which was far too large and is still left
as large as Senator Stevens's district would
have been if unchanged and larger than it is
under the new apportionment. Some other com-
bination of counties might perhaps have been
arranged which would have made representa-
tion, on the whole, as nearly equal, but it is
difficult to see how ingenuity would have de-
vised a plan to make it more so.

RURAL RBAPPORTIONMBNT.
A great deal of unnecessary labor is being

expended by some ingenious persons in the dis-
covery of political animosities and the exploita-
tion of political motives supposed to have con-
trolled the arrangement of the rural counties
in Senatorial districts for the new apportion-
ment. Because somo of the districts happen not
t<> bo arranged to suit, the convenience of certnlu
Senators It is assumed that they are beins?
'"punished" by somebody else. Anybody -who
takes the trouble to study the constitution, the
map and the censuß tables, however, will at
once see not only that changes were necessary,
but also that the particular changes make for
a more equal representation.

c


