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PAYING THE SAN FRANCISCO LOSSES.—
Dtuuth Msew-OMbiuu.

San Franc isee
—
IsHall »oon be ir\y»«lf agate.—

And mo«-« faeatrtrfal.than««verl.

HARD TO ANSWER.
Waiter

—
Beg parden, sir, but are you the Welsh Rabbit or the Sardine on Toast?—

Illuirrated Bits.

OIL ON THE TROUBLED WATERS.
The Top Floor Tenant

—
Look here* the roof leaks horribly.

The landlord— Nonesßsa. my dear sirl Impossible! Why, none of the *swanis an
the other floors have said a word about it. —Tt» Skates.

One of the Deepest Is the Helplessness of Public Cor-
porations to Restrain Their Patrons from Doing

Some Things and Their Remarkable Ability

to Prevent Them from Doing Other Things.

Herd* of Them Roam Wild and
Hunt Their Own Food.

For the visitor to Sable Island, lying about ninety
miles southeast of Halifax, cne of the most Inter-
esting features la the ponies which roam wild. The
ancestors of these ponies were probably the horses
brought by the Rev. Mr. de Mercier. an American,
who went there in 1740. and left by him to shift
for themselves after his departure. Those horses
were doubts>ss of large size, but constant exposure
and poor food have reduced their descendants to
small ponies. They have large, illast beads, smalleyes, often blue in color, thick Joints, long, sweep-
ing tails (one by actual measurement was three
yards long) and thick, shaggy manes and fore-
Jock*. The predominating colors are bay. with
black mane and tall, and chestnut, with lightmine

and tail. There are a few Slacks, but M grays
or whiles. Attempt baa been made by the Intro-
duction c£ tharoujr hbrod hor»«a to Dr«*&pe=Ua,et

SABLE ISLAND POXIES.

take their seats beside women and children. *~1
they are often so offensive inappearance or use
such revolting language that they compel other
passengers to leave the car.

Company officials say they are powerless to
prevent rowdies and drunken men from riding
If they pay their fares. They say nothing of the
effective way in which hotels and theatres bar
entrance to undesirable persona. The railroad
companies are Indeed helpless except where
their revenues are in danger.

Itall too frequently happens that trolley cars
catch fire from the fusing of wires. This the
railway companies of this city say it is Impos-

sible to prevent. They also appear helpless to
prevent •motormen from rushing these blazing
cars through the streets. Again and again,
when a car bursts into flame the motorman. In-
stead of stopping and permitting the passen-
gers to get out by puts on full power and rushes
along at top speed. Not long ago several women
were seriously hurt by Jumping from a car
which was in flames and which the motorman
refused to stop.

This phase of corporate helplessness was ex-
plained by an official of the Fire Department,
who said that the motormen were under orders
to dash for the nearest car barn when their cars
caught Are. "The company does not like the
way the New York Fire Department tackles a
burning car," he added. "It is afraid we will
break it up with our axes. Accordingly, it risks
the lives of perhaps half a hundred passengers
in order to save a few dollars in the department
of repairs."

Since Sunday baseball haj been played this
spring at Crotona Park passengers on the sub-
way have been greatly annoyed by roughs going

to or returning from the games. A Sunday or
two ago a sang of rowdies boarded a subway

train at the station nearest the baseball field
and Immediately began, as the leader expressed
it, to "put de car on de bum." They threw balls.
gloves and even bats about the car, hitting

passengers on the head, and at last to bring

things to a climax one of the rowdies pulled the
emergency brake. This brought the whole train
to a standstill so suddenly that people were

thrown from their seats. Not till then did the
company's officials take action. The train was
held until police could meet itat the 133dstreet
station, where thirty-one boys were arrested.

Insome cities like Boston and Providence con-
ductor- lire instructed to prevent drunken per-

sons front boarding trolley cars. Not .so in this
city. Here they are permitted to ride. Their

any cuspidors in the station. It was then
learned that the company had provided only one
cuspidor in that station, which was placed so
close to the chair of the ticket chopper that It
was practically unavailable to any one else. The
prisoners were at once dismissed.
In Brooklyn not long ago there were so many

women insulted aboard trolley cars by that pe-
culiarly despicable pest of society, the masher,

that a body of young men organized themselves
into an anti-mashers' club. The company had
said that it could not suppress the mashers.
But the volunteers, who kept their eyes open for
men who annoyed women, found it easy enough

to bring them to book. Whenever a member of
the club caught a masher in the act. be simply

called the first poUcen%n within hailing dis-
tance and had the masher arrested. One was
sentenced by Magistrate Tlghe not long ago to
pay a fine of $100. Since then unattended

women have felt more secure on Brooklyn trol-
ley cars.

"J« 'Ji».:i caj- ha* returned to town with the
warmer weather, and its overcrowding is again
«tec sexaalttod as *told by tin* street rau»—

Many are the mysteries of city life. There is
the unsolved murder, for example. The police
are often baffled. Incredible as that may seem.
With that rare Intelligence found only In New
York : coats, they run down clew after clew,
but to no avail. After one of the force, as
fcapp'i-r.ed only the other day, destroys all traces
of the 'rime, the keenest detectives of the Cen-
tral Dee are put on the trail.

Thf;n there is the mystery of where the Tam-
tz&ny politician gets his wealth. He is so public
spirited that he often gives up his private busi-
ngs to devote his whole time to "de peepul."
Yet th« more sacrifices he makes for his fellow
citizens the more money he makes for himself.

But even more mysterious than a murder
riddie or municipal graft is the helplessness of
some corporations. There is the street railway
company as an Illustration, which at the same
time that it enforces the payment of fares with
a rigid hand pleads that Itis helpless to prevent
rowdies from riding-. When complaint was
i=afie to the Brooklyn Rapid Transit not long
a«u that men who insulted women were per-
mitted on cars and that the conductors made
no effort to turn Fuch obnoxious persons over to
Che police, the reply came back that the com*
pany was powerless to do anything. Yet when
this earae company insisted that passengers
should pay a 10-cent fare to Coney Island it
hired gangs of en. who yanked out of their
swits -nd tumbled out on the ground all who
refused to pay the extra nickel.

Imjx>tent. too. Is the management of the ele-
vated railroad when train* are blocked in the
•"u&r. hours. The ticket choppers, while watch-
tog intently that every one passing by drops a
ticket, are unable to tell the public that no trains
\u25a0** running. Apparently, they take not the
sligiUeßt notice of whether the line was ever in
operation or not. The ticket sellers keep sell-
iii* ticket* until the station platforms are
Pack-d with a surging, impatient crowd, and
*"herj people in despair of ever seeing a train
beave in sight want their money back they are
helpless to refund It. The telegraph instruments
*<*» clicking close beside them, telling them of
"\u25a0aatever may be happening alone the line, but
ti»«y are unable to give out any news of the
blockade.

larger site and better shape* and tuts ass mat <w~y

considerable success.
Until the last few years the coarse crass SJat

wild pea vine found on the Island bave bean tfesfs
anjy food. This was Orient in summer, tat
In winter, when all plant life was hidden VBSSV
snow and Ice. the soar ponies war* unabia to
penetrate the covering with their teeth, worn down
by constant nibblingIn the coarse sand, sad assay
of them died from starvation. '**m—!i also auo-
cuznbed to exposure, their only protection from ta*
celd winter winds being their Shaggy coat* sad
the gulches and hollows between tne sand drawswhere they huddled together for warmth, toe celtsalways in the centra and the bora as on the out-
side.

An attempt was made to lessen t£a deaths toy
starvation and exposure by herding Che "ttr—ssf Inbarns, but they did sot take kindlyto this beaejro-
lence and escaped aa fast a* they ware -»"\u25a0**
Shelter sheds have now iteen erected at variousplaces, forty or fifty feet Ions; and eight feet high.
containing racks of hay. The jinnies are willingto
resort to these places In time of storm or cold cad
the a«ath rate has been perceptibly reduced Incon-sequence.

when th* government first took possession of
the island in th«» early part of th« last century th«ponies numbered from seven hundred to eight bun.dred, but at the present time the number Is only
about eighty or a hundred. Some of them have
b«en broken to harness and are used to patrol tn*
Island, haul auaaUee, etc., but the majority roam
In canes of eight or twenty ponies each, as of old.
Each cane Is headed by a vicious stallion, Mjealous of his rights of leadership that as soon asany member of his sar.g reaches th» ace of twoyears he drtv«s him out. If the exile returns tc
his former companions a fierce battle ensues, ant
the younger one is usually beaten an* «cnt off ono«more to found a gran? of his own.

The pasturase of each cans is well denned. and••»- to tlie horse which feeds outside his properlimits. Be Is sat upon by those into whose pre-
Ciacta ?ie has strayed, and is driven away witfc
much tierceness. If poiles are intermixed a:*4

,yen.,
yen.mi!«-s> ava] from their pasture srrouads. th«followlnctmorninK will!tnti them peacefully feeding

or tne grc-unds from which they were taKth.
The por.tes are timid ami very curious, and th«-^

willcautiously approach a new and straage object
until their curiosity Is sat;s.w. and then turn h*»nn-< pallon iwav. If a stranger approaches aSang the leaeMr by a shrill cry will gather in th«
mu.tr;; uTkl». \u0084ln-eiti a *; w retreat he
himself t^kinc the place of danger at th» rearfacing the toe.

*

tci 'l,v r;lLtimes a year supplies are brought to the
Island Iran Halifax by a guvrrnmeat steamer, aatton the midsummer trip a cargo of ponies is usual))
taxea buck to be sold, partly for revenue and part
ly m nnler to reduce the number which must sub-
Flat the next winter on the island's resources. Whmthe steamer appears the ponies are corralled anc
those selected lor export ars thrown upon tbeli
backs and their lees tied together, and in this bete-less condition they are placed in surfheats)
taken aboard the steamer. When they arrtWtaHalifax they are tied in an Inclosure at tneWbWt
where they remain for several days, to sccuMasithem to the noise and confusion of their newaa?rounding- Thay look peaceful enough aa-tt»3stand mere, but let a prospective pijjchaser r<.pmach tu.) «lose ami he is laid on his back «vsquick, v ctous fcirfc. When the iHrnlea are sold anSled away they make a final vigorous fight for fnSdom^laaUnc sometimes for hours. After tbecr aSx^lSot^ fcow^cr. they t«eenia >a*=^.

Not only obnoxious, but dangerous to the
hfcalth of the community, is the subway spltter,

who scatters germs of disease where they cannot
be killed by the light of day. Yet the subway

management says that it is helpless to prevent

this nulsanct When the police in a sudden
burst of zeal recently arrested half a dozen splt-

ters in a subway station and brought them be-

fore a magistrate the latter asked Ifthan war*

Higher officials say they are powerless also.
The smoker puffß on the platforms of street-

cars so that the fumes of his "weed" blow into
the faces of passengers getting on or off, but
the conductors say they are physically helpless

to prevent it.

It has been poinced out that if the seats of the
open trolley cars were built nearer together It
would be impossible for any of their passengers
to stand up. Yet the railway company says it
is unable to Increase the number of seats with-
out buying new cars. While able to Issue mill-
ions of dollars' worth of stock to get control of
rival lines and extinguish competition, yet it ia
powerless to raise enough money to obtain cars
In which the public might find comfort. The
company also appears unable to explain that
the open car now in vogue filled to its utmost
capacity, with passengers both seated and stand-
ing, can carry one hundred passengers, whereas
a car with seats near enough together to pivvent
people standing between would accommodate
only seventy passengers.

The subway management says it is impossible
to prevent smoking on the platforms of stations.
Whenever persons to whom tobacco smoke is
offensive complain to the station employes, they
receive such answers as:

"You can"t expect us to stop 'em."
"We couldn't do anything if we tried."
"If you dohi like the smoke, why, don't

breathe."

repeated. An occasional example of such disci-
pline has the effect of keeping all others out of
the car also.

Such Impotence is .even more pitiable jwhen
contrasted with the effective methods used to

prevent overcrowding: In the open cars on the
elevated railroad. In spite of the tremendous
crowds which pour upon the platform of the City

Hall station of the Third avenue "I/ in the
evening rush hours the employes In charge

there have no difficulty in preventing passen-

gers from standing in the open cars of out-
going trains. As soon as any one tries to wedge

himself in front of a seat full of people the
guard at the end of the car shouts a warning.

wfrWi, ha r«iea*l thing., docs not Aaad ta> to

"It would require a prizefighter at the end of

each seat to keep the people out." Bald a vice-

president of the company yesterday. "At the

crossings in Broadway at Fulton and Houston
streets the conductors and even the policemen are

powerless to check the people who swarm about
the cars like flies about a molasses barrel.

Then' aro sfs hundrt-d thousand passengers to
bring downtown every morning, and an «qual

number to take home every night. In the morn-
Ingthey are distributed over three or four hours,

while in the evening they all try to Jump aboard
at the same time."

companies to the great discomfort of passengers.
People are allowed to wedge in and stand be-
tween the seats, lurching back Into the faces of

those seated behind them every time the car

starts and Jamming Into the backs of those In

front of them each time the car stops. And when

some passenger on the inner side of the car at-
tempts to get out he is compelled to plough
through a double rank of men, women and chil-
dren, walking over their toes, pulling their

clothes askew, and, as if :o impress his person-

ality upon the rest still more emphatically. Jab-
bing them in the eyes with his elbows.

Should the irate citizen who has been mauled
and squeezed until he verily believes he is a
jellyfish instead of a vertebrate complain to
the conductor against such treatment his pro-
test rarely elicits more than a shrug. And if

he has the fortitude to appeal to "men higher

up" In the company he obtains even less satis-

faction. Alll excuse themselves in one way or
another. Allare powerless to remedy the abuse.
Allrepeat what Mr. Vreeland said not long ago,

that the conductor who tried to prevent people

from standing in open cars would find at once

that he had a riot on his hands and be "mauled
half to death."

SOMETHING WRONG.
"Somehow, Willum, after Ibin oat in' awhile me appetite ssotne to go off like."
"Thee beest ill,Jarge. Oi never veels like that thur." Th* ntter.

KIPPED IP JHB BACK.——
-:, \u25a0

—
el rani nas#*r.rr«»«.

_1

\u25a0FRDrUI. We CARX(.ON< SU^ FUNNySiEN^

SOME OF THE MYSTERIES OF LiFE i\ MONEY-MAKING GOTHAM.


