
SENATOR PLATT FOE EATE BILL.

Says He Would Have Voted for ItHad His
Ballot Been Needed.

Senator Thomas C. Plan said yesterday at his
office that ifhis vote had been needed to pass the
rate bill last week he would have been on hand
and rated tor It. \u25a0'...$' \u25a0

"Iconferred with my colleagues \u25a0with reference
to the mater." saM the Senator yesterday, "and I
starred that there would be plenty of votes to pass
the Mil. Ihad important business in New York
en<J came on to attend fo it."

Asked about the probable renominatlon of Gov-
ernor Higglna, Senator Platt said:
"Ishall not commit myself on th* HlßKins prop-

osition tillIhave heard from Governor Hlgglns Idon t know whether be is a candidate or not ihaven't any candidate for state chairman. I «-
R? f?«™ kr an actl ve,Part in the state campaign
IMS year?" preEent ind '<-at>°»s It will open early

Senator Plan said he was feeling well.

"DETROIT NEWS" PUBLISHER DYING.
I>etrolt. May 21.—1t was announced to-daythat James E. Scripps. founder and publisher for•any years of "The Detroit Mews." who hasbeen illfor a numher at weeks, could not livemorethan a few d.ys Hol8resting comfortably bmmuch cf the time only partially conscious

*' Ut

MR. WHITRIDGE STARTS FOR MADRID.
London. May 21.-Frederick \V. Whitrldgo thespecial envoy of the United States to the" wed-ding of King Alfonso, and Mrs. Whitridcp loftLondon to-day for Paris on their way to MadS?

Automobile and Motorcycle in Cm

lision at Rye.
Harry Lyon. of No. 1000 Broadway, t«» &?>

Is dying In the Ladles 1 Hospital, at Port CbsMsl
N. V.. as the result of a collision withan a**

mobile owned by F. J. L*hey. of Rock *»«\u25a0•>
Greenwich, on the old post road at Bye. y*^~j*
day. Lyona skull Is fractured and the atwas>
teg physicians say he cannot recover. _

Accompanied by F. W. Adgate. of No- &

Columbus avenue, and *- H. Johnson, of Waal
ensack. N. J.. Lyonhad started on a motorcyel*
trip through the country. In passing the »»»
erty pole at Purchase street and the »••
road. Lyon turned his head to "•fJf-JjT
friends were close by, and struck the •«*o"'?r2
which was coming down the hllL Joseph «w^
the chauffeur, was arrested.

Convention Regulating Use of, Hit
Grande Water* Signed.

Washington. Kay 2L—Secretary Beat, tw tha
United States, and amhsHaertor *•*-\u25a0—re. fa;

tha Manlcan government; to-day signed abeat*
regulating the as* of the waters of tho Ms
Grand* which, ifapproved by the Senate, wet
remove what has been for tho last twenty yeaio
a source of friction In tho relations off the tea)

countries.
For almost a century tho Mexicans Bring-

along the lower river have made large ess of
its waters for the purpose of Irrigating tie!: .
lands. But In recent years private compaska
on the upper waters in the United States bass;
by the construction, of wing dams dl»«loi»
largo part of tho water to this side of theriv?.-.
Tho Mexicans have preferred claims far tat
damage sustained, but so far without success.
Now tho plans of tho reclamation service has*
made It certain that practically all the waw?
will be retained on American soil, unless ass*
proper scheme of division can be arranged, thf
construction of the $7,000,000 dam across tfta
Rio Grande at Engel. N. M.. brought the <\u25a0»
to a climax and led to negotiations betweaatW
two countries which culminated In the treat?
signed to-day. The underlying principle of ft!
convention is the recognition of the common n*
right of the Mexicans to the use of a fair s¥a*»
of the waters of the river, but as the Uni.-i
States government is put to the entire expeast

of buildingthe great dam and canals, the Ma*>
can share is only a fractional proportion of tbt
whole How. Itis estimated that the impound**
waters willsuffice to irrigate about twom
thousand acres of otherwise arid land, and it»
stipulated that of this total sixty thoosaaj*-
aero feet of water, which is to make *««*
about twenty-five thousand acres ofland. wESP*
delivered on the Mexican side of the tew
each year. For Its part, the Mexican gw*"»

raent guarantees the United States governmew
against any suit for liability on account «
claims of Individual Mexicans who have •»m
Buffered through the diversion of water.

Opposition to the treaty Is expected on ur
part of some of the Western Senators, who «*
press the belief that either the United Stags
Is entitled to all of the water without cotnjjea; \u25a0

sation. in view of the great expense to fK«i'
has been put by the work of constructing "•
Irrigating dams and canals, or that Ifthe.Men*
can right is to be recognized at all. Its «\u2666»

should be purchased outright by a casa par
ment.

CYCLIST FATALLY EUBTt

Spectacular Fire on Stolen ldmii
Cause* $500,000 Lorn.

Aspectacular Ore at the American Cotton Dock-
at Tompkineville. Staten Island, illuminated the!lower bay last night and did damage estimate*
at $30CtflQ0t Itwas discovered shortly after X
o'clock by James Smith, a watchman, at tkspiers. He Immediately turned maa alarm as*the private fire company fought the blaze mmItgained such headway that Itwas necessary ta
call on the Fire Department for assists
Forty fire companies on the Island responds! ta
the alarm. The fireboat New Yorker went totie
scene, and Chief Croker arrived about an ke«
after the fire was discovered.

Fanned by a strong wind, the cotton stored lathe warehouses burned fiercely and the fir*
spread with great rapidity. Two of the solid-.Inga, each containing 10.000 bales ofcotton, w«s»
soon In flames. At on* time it was ton that
the fly* would reach the government HgkHHaja)
yards near by. The firemen then innium Ask
efforts to save these. They were aided by the
wind, which shifted. At1o'clock this amass]
the flra was stillhorning; but Itwas wen qbssi

control.
Hundreds of persons returning fromthe tea*

tre oa the Btaten Island ferryboats watches the
blaze, which brightly Illuminated the bay. The
hills In the rear of Tompklnsville were thssagst
withpeople, who had a toe view ofthe firemen
at work.

'
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I Food Cure |
I NATURE'S .I
| WAY I
I See Diet List Below. J

HEALTH REGAINED VIA FOOD.
A man may try all sorts of drues to heip

'^
imto get well. but. after a!! thJ, 3LJ! P.hlm

the method intended by Nature
~ CUre f"

Anyone can prove the efficacy of ,h,h- #^.^cure Uy making use of the following b£Su££j
each morning for fifteen or twenty days* faßt

A disJj containing not moro than four h'eanin^teaspoonfuls of Grape-Xuts food, enough t^rich cream to go with it. some raw or cockedfruit nOt ore than two slices of entire wheattread, and not more than one cup of Postum
J/Ct this Fuf « for the breakfast

™ '

aJ£? °?e? c l^1to tbe day insist of an abun-dance of good meat, potato and one other veg?-
This method will quickly prove the value offcSndih^VSS

°S *.he ri6hx k
'

n<l of f.U"re-build the body and replace the lost lissu* which
?rdSlf eVtr>

'day and must »« made^p 1

ZSTZSJSPS S-S& SSJsI

MORALES ARRIVES AT BT. THOMAS.
St. Thomas, Danish West Indies, May 21

General Morales, the former President of Santo
Domingo, arrived here to-day from Porto RJcoAccording to a statement made In Ills behalf haexperts to remain hen; for some time.

THE POPE'S HEALTH IMPROVING.
Rome. May 21.— When Dr. Lapnonl visited thePope this morning he found that he had farmeda good night, that the gouty pain in hlv left

knee had almost disappeared and that hla gen-
eral condition had in.proved. Although his \u0084,m
perature was again slightly above normal thedoctor allowed the Pontiff to get un for

'
-.' h!hours, but advised him not to resume hi- »•>diences until the end of the week, au*

Minister of the Interior. Dr. IjEOPOUX) BAPTIST.*.
Minister of Foreign Affairs, JOSE DE JESI'S PAUU
Minister of Finance. FRAXCISCT) SAI..KS PEREZ.
Minister of War. General DIEOO KERTtKn.
Minister of Public Works. Dr. LUIS MATA.
Mlnlßter of I'ublio Instruction. Dr. CARLOS UEOX.
General Alejandro Ybarra has been appointed

Governor of the federal district.

Dr. JosG de Jesus Paul, the new Minister of For-
elgrn Affairs, and Dr. Carlos Leon. Minister of
Public Instruction, were Judges of the High Fed-
eral Court. Both men are lawyers. I^i»t yPa r

'President Castro appointed Dr. Paul as arbitrator
of the French dattns :ignlnitt Venezuela, which
were heard by Judge Plumley at Xorthfield. Dr
Paul baa represented his country as miniator to
Guatemula. General Alejandro Ybarra, who la auimlntf.l Governor of Caracas, leaveg the Foreijri
Affairs portfolio to accept his new office. His wlf«Is tli« daughter of a former American minister t.«
Venezuela.

Dr. Paul Made Minister of Foreign Affairs
General Ybarra's Post.

Caracas*, May 17 (via Port of Spain. May 21V—
ActingPresident Gomez has appointed a new Cab-
inet, as follows:

ORGANIZATION OF MOROCCO BANKS.
Berlin, May 21.

—
Herr yon Glasenapp, director

of the Imperial Bank of Germany, representing
the Gorman government, will go to Madrid this
week, accompanied by Arthur Flschel. repre-
senting the subscribers to the German part of
the capital of the Moroccan State Bank, to as-
sist in the organization of the Moroccan institu-
tion. The German capital has been supplied by
8 syndicate composed of Mendelssohn & Co.. tho
Bleichroeders' Bank, tho Disoonto Gesoll.schaft
and the Brrllner Hondolgesellsc-haft. which In
1905 lent the government of Morocco $2,500,000.

A NEW VENEZUELAN CABINET.

Bucharest. May 21.
—

As a reprisal for the
massacre of a party of Wallachians by three
Greek bands near Grebena ond May 13, tho gov-
ernment has ordered the expulsion of twenty-
three prominent Greek doctors and merchants,
who are alleged to have been connected with
the bands responsible for the disturbances. The
Greek community is greatly excited and further
expulsions are expected.

Turkish Troops KillServian Band
—

Rumania
Expels Greeks.

Salonica, May 21.
—

Turkish troops at Stark-
oftcha, near Kratovo, have killeda Servian band
of nine men. The Turks lost two killed and
several wounded in the fight.

At Spragambro. near Grebena, yesterday a
Wallachlan band killed four Greeks.

MORE FIGHTING IN MACEDONIA.

Felucca Captured Off Angera Coast
—

Ransom
of $2,000 Asked.

Gibraltar. May 21.—The British felucca Con-
suelo has been captured off the Angera coast
by pirates, who are adherents of the brigand
chief, Valiente. The sum of $2,000 is demanded
as ransom for the vessel and the release of hercrew.

PIRATES SEIZE BRITISH VESSEL.

The marine registers available do not refer to
a steamer named Manolita.

Passengers Taken from Vessel Fly-
ing American Flag.

Mclilia. May 21.
—

The steamer Manolita, bound
frcm Tetuan, Morocco, for this port and flying
the American flag, has been attacked by Moors,

who took away some of her passengers. The
Manollta's machinery got out of order and she
was obliged to approach the coast. While lying
off Penon de Veleas, about half way between
Tetuan and Melilla. a number of Moorish fisher-
men swam off from the shore and boarded the
Manolita, compelling her crew to hand over to
them a number of Moorish passengers belonging
to the Beni Barraguel tribe.

MOORS ATTACK STEAMER.

England and Russia Must Respect
Bagdad Concession.

Berlin, May 21.
—

A semi-official statement was
Issued to-day concerning the agreement which
may bo arranged between Great Britain and

Russia regarding Persia, Tibet and Afghanistan.

Itsays that Germany does not wish to stand In
the way of Russia or Great Britain, but as far
as the Bagdad Railway Is concerned, German In-
terests must, beyond doubt, be considered. The

Deutsche Bank has a concession for the con-
struction of the Bagdad Railway, which Is guar-
anteed by the German government, and neither
Russia nor Great Britain would be able to dis-
pose of the railway without consulting the Ger-
man company owning It.

GEEMAHY AS A VAVAL POWER.
Hamburg, May 21.—Prince Henry, of Prus-

sia, In a speech to the Naval League delegates
to-day said he had become the protector of the
league by direction of Emperor William. As a
naval officer on the active list he could not criti-
cise, but he hoped the work of the league as
the enlightener and educator of Germans who
did not live near the coast would go on.

At the dinner, which the Senate of Hamburg
gave to the league delegates last night. Herr
Burchard, the burgomaster of this city,alluding
to the v^ws prevalent In Great Britain regard-
ing the German navy, said that British dis-
pleasure would disappear if Great Britain,
while retaining unlimited supremacy at sea,
realized that the world was roomy enough for
the economic development of all people. Allna-
tions, he added, must reckon with the existence
of the German Empire. Aa an economic power
Germany had far outgrown her European
boundaries, and must uphold her purposes and
interests in trade and Industry wherever situ-
ated.

GERMANY It'.iRNS VOWKUS

Columbus, Ohio, May Sl.—David Bonowitz, who
was formerly a captain In the Russian army and
took part in the Balkan campaign, said fee-day:

Stoessel will probably be sent to some obscure
station In Russia, and after he has dropped from
public notice the announcement will come that he
has been found dead. He Is a doomed man. and
willbe killed In some way by the Russian govern-
ment.

Rumor That fie and Sthnsntotr
Have Been Sentenced to Death.

St. Petersburg. May 91.—1t Is rumored that
the court martial which has been investigating

the surrender of Port Arthur and the battle of
the Sea of Japan has condemned to death Lieu-
tenant General Stoessel, who commanded the
Russian forces at Port Arthur, and Rear Ad-
miral Nebogatoff, who commanded one of Ad-
miral Rojestvensky's squadrons and surrendered
to the Japanese.

STOKSSKL CONDEMNED?

TUNNEL UNDER PRISON AT BAKU.
Baku, May 21.-The authorities here discoveredto-day that a tunnel had been dug under themilitary prison.

The workmen of the electric plant at Blbiebathave struck, and thoso of the oil <»<*»«"threaten to follow suit. factories

TURKS RETAIN "POSTS IN PERSIA.
Lahore, ilay 21.-~N-cws was re^ ivcd hday that he Turkish force still occupy the po-sitions seized InPersian territory and that thL*how no Blzm of any intention to withdraw.

*

Colonel Keller, whose life was attempted to-day, is the commander of the garrison at Kalisz.While he was driving with his wife in the main
street of Kalisz on AprilIJO a bomb was thrown
at his carriage. He caught the missile in hishand, and it failed to explode. The man whothrew the bomb escaped.

Colonel Keller Severely Injured in
a Street of Kalisz.

Kalis*,May 21.—A second attempt on the life
of Count Keller, a colonel of dragoons and
nephew r.f General Count Keller, who was killed
on July L>o. 11*M, in the war with Japan, was
made to-day by a Jewish revolutionist, who
threw a bomb at the colonel while he was riding
in a suburb. Colonel Keller, though receiving
more than thirty wounds from splinters of the
bomb, was saved from instant de,ath by the too
good aim of his assailant, the bomb exploding
directly beneath the body of Colonel Keller'shorse, which received the major portion of the
charge. The wounded man may recover.

The explosion shattered the windows in all theadjacent houses and ruptured the eardrums of
Colonel Keller's aide-de-camp. The bomb thrower
attempted to escape, but became entangled in a
hedge and was arrested by pursuing soldiers,
who were forced to use their sabres before they
could subdue him. He was severely woundedColonel Keller's activity in suppressing dis-
turbance here and in this vicinity had made
him many enemies.

COUNT HIT BY BOMB.

Crowds collected about th° Tauride Palace
bpfore the opening of the session of parliament
to-day. While his majesty's act is in strict
conformity •with the regulations establishing
parliament, his failure to meet the people's rep-
resentatives is sure to produce a bad Impression
in the country, where the burden of the popular
outcry has always been directed against the
bureaucratic Intermediaries.

After the hou^e had been called to order and
a number of speeches had been made, a reso-
lution was unanimously adopted urging the ne-
cessity for overlooking minor Incidents and get-
ting to work on the agrarian question. The
scheme adopted at the convention of the Consti-
tutional Democrat?, laying down the general
principle that the land belonged to those whotilled it. was formally presented, but was tem-porarily laid aside to permit the organization
of committees to examine credentials and in-
vestigate the election of members. Eleven com-mittees, Including the entire membership of tho
house and distributed by lot, were appointed for
this purpose.

When the house, after recess, called up the In-terpellation addressed to Interior Minister Sto-lyplnon May 17 in regard to the impriFon<-d po-
litical offenders, M. Stolypin was not present
and M. Schwanebach in his behalf said that M.Stolypin would he ready to reply In a day or
two.

After an hour's discussion the house adjourned
without fixing any date for the next session,
which probably willbe on Thursday

Russian House Accepts the Decision
of the Emperor.

St. Petersburg, May 21.—The storm which
last night threatened to break over tho refusal
of the Emperor to receive the deputation ap-
pointed by the lower house of parliament to

present the address of the house in reply to the
spoe'-h from the throne has happily been averted.
The moderate leaders of the Constitutional Dem-
ocrats succeeded In convincing the radicals thftt

It would be a fatal blunder to precipitate a con-
flict upon a false issue, and a resolution was pre-
pared pointing out that the importance of the
address consisted in its contents and not in the
form in which it was transmitted to the Em-
peror. The house then proceeded v.ith the reg-
ular order of business.

A CONFLICT AVERTED.

Washington. May 21.—The State Department
received confirmation of the murder of W. H.
Stuart, the American Vice-Consul at Batoum,

in a dispatch from Ambassador Meyer at St.

Petersburg. The dispatch merely stated that
the British Consul at Batoum advised the Amer-

ican Embassy at St. Petersburg of the murder

of Mr. Stuart and said the murderers escaped.

Ambassador Meyer having taken cognizance

of the case, the State Department officials do

not believe that it requires action at their hands

at this moment. ItIs not doubted that the Rus-
sian government willmake every effort to capt-

ure the assassins and mete out fullpunishment
to them.

The vice-consul had filled the post for about
two years. At the time of his death he was
acting' consul.

Batoum is on the east coast of the Black Sea,

and has a population of :«),000, chiefly Turks
and Armenians. The European population, in-
cluding Russian. Is about 5.000. It is in the
heart of the Russian oil district and the ship-
ping of petroleum Is the chief Industry.

NATIVE KILLS VICE-CONSUL.
New Orleans. May 21-On May 1? A. Cannlch,

vice-consul of Germany at Boons d^l Toro, Pana-
ma, and cashier of the United States Fruit Com-
pany, was killed by a native named Meier.

Mr. Stuart was a British subject. He was one
of the largest ship brokers and exporters of
Batoum. In the revolutionary troubles last fall
his life was many times threatened by 'long-
shoremen, and at Christmas a deputation visited
Mr. Stuart's office and practically compelled him
to give them f1,300 under the guise of a holi-
day gratuity for dock laborers. Aside from these
troubles Mr. Stuart had had no friction with the
native population. He was so generally re-
spected that he was on several occasions called
upon to act as intermediary in the racial war
between the Tartars and the Armenians, and
saved the lives of several of the latter.

Mr. Stuart was forty-nine years old. He had
spent the greater part of his life in Russia, the
last twelve years In Batoum. Besides his offi-
cial connections he had extensive business rela-

tions through the Caucasus. He spoke several
native dialects and was considered an author-
ity on land. The police have no trace of the
murderers.

W. H. Stuart, American Official
r ;Slain Near ;Batoum.

Batoum. May 21.—WIHiam H. Stuart, the
American Vice-Consul here, was shot and killed
near. hie country place last night. The assassins
-scaped. • \u25a0'.-•\u25a0

—
. Mr. Stuart, having dined at the house of a
friend, was returning to his country place at
Manziadjanl, five miles from Batoum. when lie
was fired on twice from a clump of trees half a
mile from his home, one bullet piercing his leg

and another his breast. Mr. Sterne, the British
Vice-Consul at Novorossiisk, who was a guest

at Mr.Stuart's house, hearing the shooting, hur-
ried out with servants and found Mr. Stuart
lying on the ground bleeding from his wounds.
He was still conscious, but said he would not be
able to recognize his assassin owing to the dark-
ness. Mr. Stuart was conveyed to a military bar-
racks Inthe vicinity, where he died In twohours.
The body was carried this morning to the con-

sulate at Batoum.

VICE COXSUL KILLED.

Alderman James Cowdin Meyers, leader of the
majority, will be chairman of the meeting to-day
when the reapportionment report comes up for
adoption.

The report, as agreed upon by the Republicans
and the Sullivan men, does not suit Charles F. Mur-
phy, the Tammany leader. The Tammany commit-
tee on reapportionment, consisting of James J. Mar-tin, Maurice Featherson. John J. Curry. Timothy
P. Sullivan, Borough President Ahearn. John F.
Cowan and M. J. Oarvin. willmeet this forenoon
to consider the advisability of requesting the Tam-many men In the board to oppose the report. As
Sullivan already Is committed to the report, ho will
have to ignore the request of his organisation ifit
should order him to oppose It.

The report, as finally agreed upon, makes radical
changes In district lines, but it has been known
for weeks that the changes were inevitable, and the
blow to the leaders affected Is not so hard aa ifit
were a complete surprise.

President Parsons of the Republican -County Com-
mittee will be a resident of the 27th District after
the report Is acted on. He is likely to become
leader of the new district. Smith Pine, leader of
the 24th. Is also without a district, while the dis-
tricts of halt a dozen of the old leaders have beengo changed as to make the primary fights nextSeptember exceedingly interesting.
It looks as Ifthere might be a battle royal in the

new 31st District, as the following have been
thrown together: Moses McKee. present leader of
the 23d; Attorney General Mayer. Alderman John
R. Davlcs. Alderman Meyers, leader of the ma-
jority in the board; Senator Alfred R. Page, at
present leader of the 31st. and Tax Commissioner
Strasbourger. ex-leader of the 31st. The former
Strasbourger stronghold, the Central Republican
nub. also is cut out of the 31st District. ItIs at
127 th street and Seventh avenue, just one block
beyond the boundary.

Corporation Counsel Delany yesterday advised
City Clerk Scully that the Borough Presidents may
vote on the adoption of the committee's report.

HEARST QUO WARRANTO ARGUED.
Albany. May Attorney General Mayer to-day

gave a hearing on the application of William R.
Hearst for permission to begin quo warranto pro-
ceedings to test the title of George B. McClellan
to the office of Mayor of New York City. Clar-
ence J. Shearn, attorney for Mr. Hearst, began
the argument. Assistant Corporation Counsel Ar-thur C. Butts, nt New York City, presented argu-
ments in opposition. • .

FAIRCHILD TO RUN FOR CONGRESS.
George 8. Falrchlld. of New York and Oneonta.Otsego County. Is a candidate for Congress from

the 24th District made up of the counties of
Delaware. Otaego. Schoharle and Ulster. Frank
J. Le Fevre. of Ulster County, is the pres-ent represents :ye. Mr. Rflrchll/b the publisherand owner of "The Oneonta Herald." In this cityhe Is vice-president of the Guardian Trust Com-pany and other financial Institutions.

ACTIVE PREACHER 100 YEARS OLD.
[By Tel graph to The Tribune.)

Cambridge, Mass., May 21
—

The Rev. William
Howe, said to be the oldest active minister la
the world, will celebrate his 100th birthday on
Friday at his home In Massachusetts avenue.
Dr. Howe has* good health and preaches Inter-estingly. He was born in Worcester on Maym, 18<)C, and was ordained in 183&

NEW P. R. R. BRIDGE TO OPEN.
IBy Te!«-(fr»ph to Th« TribunalBaltimore, May a.—The Pennsylvania Railroad'snew steel bridge over the Susquehanna River on

the Philadelphia. Baltimore and Washington di-
vision. Is finished, and the flrst train willrun overIt next Sunday. The bridge crosses from Havrede Grace to PerryvlUe. contains ten thousand tons
of steel and Is designed to carry the heaviest traCJa

Desert Republicans at Caucus on
Reapportionment Report.

Almost at the last minute the Hearst men In the
Board of Aldermen, who have been working right
along with the Republicans on organisation mat-
ters, have kicked over the traces, and last night

Alderman Henry Clay Peters announced that he
would be a candidate for chairman of the meeting
to-day when the board assembles to take action on
the report of the Committee on Reapportionment.

Peters and his Hearst colleagues, Aldermen Clif-
ford, Folk and Rowcraft, bolted the caucus yester-
day afternoon. Alderman Dowling. of Brooklyn.
Colonel Dady's representative In the board, joined
the Hearst men. Torpey was the only Hearst man
to stay in the caucus.
All the Republican members of the committee,

with the exception of Downing, signed the report.
They were Chairman Grifenhagen and Messrs.
Goodman, Diemer, Wentz, Meyers, Gunther. Stur-
gis, Dotzler. Moifitt and Bunting. Aldermen Sulli-
van, McCall and Wafer. Democrats, also signed It.
thus Insuring its passage at the session of the
board called for noon to-day.

HEARST ALDERMEN BOLT.

We have received from the Independence Leagve
449 reports out of 4.000 signatures. Of these 410 arc
found to be not Irregular, 15 are marked question-
able because the persons could not be found. 11 say
they did not sign the petitions, but each of these
U has been on the witness stand to-day and has
sworn that he did not sign the petition. It is the
expectation of the District Attorney that three
prosecutions will follow out of the total.

Magistrate Wahle announced that until the in-
vestigation was completed two daily sessions would
be held.

Before adjourning Deputy Assistant District At-
torney White-side said:

Tho first witness called was John C. McGoe, an
ex-policeman, employed by the Municipal Owner-
ship League to Investigate signatures to the Jerome
petitions on the East Side. McGee declared In his
report to the league, which Mr. Jerome's assistants
have, that he found many persons who denied sign-
ing the petitions. Two of those mentioned were
Aaron Richmond, of No. 30 Rivington street, and
Louis Richmond, of No. 46 Rivington street. The
Richmonds declared on the stand that they had no
recollection of having told McGee that they bad
not signed.

Max Kosman, of No. 319 Broome street, Identified
his name on the Jerome petition, but said he did
not write it. but that he had acknowledged it He
said his band was sore at the time and that Max
Rothberg. his brother-in-law, wrote his name for
him.

*

Little Evidence Produced Assailing
Jerome Signatures.

The "John Doe" proceedings instituted at the
request of District Attorney Jerome to Investigate
the alleged fraudulent signatures to the Jerome
nominating petitions circulated last fall began yes-
terday morning before Magistral* Wahle, hi the
Criminal Courts Building. Assistant District At-
torney Nott, with Deputy Assistant District Attor-
ney Whiteslde, conducted the- proceedings. About
fifty witnesses were present.

PETITION FRAUDS FEW.

SKULL FRACTURED BY AUTOMOBILE.HicksviUe; !*»ik laland. May 21.—Ansel Jackson,
fifty,years old. a farmer, of Jericho Road, thisvillage, was struck by an automobile and thrown
put«pf the buggy. He received a fracture of theskull and Internal Injuries. The automobile, which«outalned two men. made Its escaje, \u25a0

°'
MQ

*

GETS FORTY YEARS— FAINT.
William F. Metelskl, the so-called Masonic

burglar, was sentenced to forty years in Sing Sing
prison by Judge Crane, in the Kings County Court,
yesterday. As the sentence was pronounced Metel-
f«ki swayed over the railing In front of the bar and
then fainted. Essie Metelskt. the prisoner's wife,
who was In the rear of the courtroom, becamehysterical at the same time.

NO COMPLAINT AGAINST VANDER POEL.
When the case of W. Halatead Vander Poel, of

No. 63 East 55th street, a broker, wan called in
the Far Itockaway police, court, yesterdV*, no com-
plainant»appeared to press the charge that he hadrun down Eugene Wagner, of No. 681 Eagle ave-nue. The Bronx. The case was at •«*«by Magistrate llcaly. l"^ <U»misae4

Saturday afternoon the first man captured by the
police was E. E. Smathers, the racing man. He
paid Jli> for running thirty-four niile.i an hour. E.
H. Garry ran thirty-two miles and hour and paid
Metuchen $!•"> for so doing. M. Brill ran twenty-
four miles an hour, w'ut:'h cost him $I.">. Joseph P.
Price, «>f Brooklyn, added $ir» tn the poor rum!.

Charles Kaye, who was arrested for running a
machine fast «>r than tho ordinance allowed, nad
only $5 with him, and the recorder let lUm off for
that. G. W. Rootor. who keeps a resraurant at
Broadway and 44th street. New York, had to pay
$15 for running through the town at the rate ofthirty miles an hour. Charles P. Doty was fined
$15 for running twenty-eight miles an hour.

Itetuchen Police Have Two Strenuous Days—
Smathers Pays $15.

New Brunswick, N. J.. May 21.—Borough Mar-
shal Fouratt and the Metuchen police force had
two more busy days yesterday and Saturday in
their attempts to enrich the borough poor funi
by arresting speedy automobilists. and the Rev. S.
B. V. Prickitt. the retired Methodist minister, who
Is borough recorder, had to nitss church services
again.

MANY AUTO SPEEDERS FINED.

As soon as Dr. Thomas got away, Haendler
got his balloon, the Eros, ready. It was much
smaller, holding *>nly a little over 20.000 feet of
gas. It quickly filled. Mrs. Fuchs. as the sun
began to get close to the horizon, got nervous.
At this point Chalmers approached her and
described, in his own graphic manner, the perils

of ballooning. Finally he volunteered to take

her plare, which offer she accepted gratefully.
Haendler wanted $25 because of the change

of plan, and Chalmers had not got it. Finally

Haendler accepted a note for that amount, in-
dorsed by ex-Coroner W. J. O'Oorman and all
the newspaper men present. The coroner him-
self offered $50 to go on the trip. Haendler took
one look at the proportions of the ex-coroner
and gasped: "Mem Gott! No. This iss only a
leetle palloon."

When the balloon was cast loose, after some
sandwiches and a bottle of whiskey had been
passed on board, it nearly hit a low workshed
a few feet away. About sixty pounds of sand
was thrown out hastily, the greater part land-
ing in the eyes or going down the backs of the
crowd immediately beneath. Itcleared the shed
and then bore down on a tall smokestack a
score of yards away. Before more ballast could
be dropped it crashed into the tall iron ptpe
and bounded back, leaving the stack shaking
llko a tree in a storm. A vagrant puff of wind
made the bulloon sheer off to one side as Chal-
mers threw out two more bags of ballast, and
the balloon finally shot off and upward over al-
most the identical course covered by the Nir-
vana.

M. Levee, the French aeronaut, was &r.
Thomas's pilot. The balloon, which holds 68,000

cubic feet of gas, filled the big net without a
wrinkle in its surface. Dr. Thomas's chauffeur,

who followed him In an automobile, had five
bail bonds, all signed and ready for use in case
of arrest for speeding.

"With this Ichristen thee Nirvana." Then
the others emptied their glasses, but not into
the basket.

Dr. Thomas did not get away until a quarter

before 5 o'clock. Before the basket was at-
tached to the balloon the airship was named,

with appropriate ceremonies, by Mrs. Wlllard
Irving Twombley, of No. 723 West End avenue.
Mrs. Twombley flunga glass of champagne over
the basket, saying:

After circling out over the Sound, the balloon,

swinging back, crossed Morris Park, scarcely

more than twenty feet above the ground, Dr.

Thomas exchanging greetings with hundreds of

persons there and inYonkers. They crossed the
Hudson at the point where Leo Stevens was
flung from his balloon when It was dashed
against the Palisades a week ago.

As the balloon was recrosslng the river a
steamer yacht, apparently thinking the men were
in danger, swung toward them. When the crew
saw the balloon was in no danger a race began

which ended in the inglorious rout of the yacht.
Before the balloon came to Poughkeepsie It
crossed and recrossed the river six times.

A disagreeable part of the trip was the con-
stant dropping of water from the envelope of
the balloon. This cam! from the gas, which
was disappointingly poor and was the cause of
Dr. Thomas descending so early. It became so
cold before Poughkeepsie was reached that Ice
began to form" on the inside of the balloon, so
it was thought wiser to descend.

Haendler's balloon came down at Ardsley-

on-the-Hudson about 11 o'clock, after having

reached an altitude of 1.150 metres. While over
the Sound Chalmers and Haendler were near
enough to the steamers to talk with their pas-
sengers. They crossed Westchester County,

sometimes more than three thousand feet In
the air and at other times near enough to talk
to persons. They landed on a private estate
in Ardsley, and later were entertained by mem-
bers of the Ardsley Club.

At midnight word came that Dr. Thomas had
landed safely at Peekskill.

Strikes Chimney
—

Both Descend

Rear Midnight.
Two balloons ascended from this city yester-

day. Stirred to emulation by the cheers that

attended the ascent of Dr. Julian P. Thomas In
his new balloon. Nirvana, Opfcar Haendler, of
Hoboken. also made an ascension two hour*

later from the gas plant In East 138jh Mraet

He brought with him from Hoboken his friend

Charles Fuchs, whose wife was going to make
the trip withhim. Mrs. Fuchs backed out. how-

ever, and her place was taken by Step!.«»n J.

Chalmers, a local poet and newspaper man. Just
as Kaendler's balloon cleared the ground It

dashed into an Iron chimney, and both occupants

were nearly thrown to the ground. The bag

rebounded from the guy ropes of the smoke-

stack and rose clear, as Chalmers dumped out

a couple of bags of ballast, without waiting for

orders. „__ m
Dr. Thomas landed at Poughkeepsle after a

voyage fullof incident, Including a race witha

steam yacht, in which the Nirvana won easily,

just after they landed a farmer who went to

their assistance had a narrow escape from

serious injury,ifnot death.
The balloon landed at 8:13 o'clock on the farm

ofWllber Crest. The springs of the safety valve,

being new and stiff, refused to work properly,

and when the aeronaut got out of the basket
Crest, who was holding on to the net, became
tangled In its meshes. Relieved of the weight

of the two aeronauts the balloon shot up twenty

or thirty fest. Crest was carried head down for

over a hundred feet before Dr. Thomas and

Levee could pull the balloon down far enough

to release him.

().\ E HAS NAIUiO\V ESCAPE.

TWO BALLOON ASCENTS.
XFAV-YOKK TWTT/T TRIBUXE. TUESDAY. MAY 22.- 100ft
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amendment which gave the House oawM*TO«e the
greatest concern to-night was that making pipe

line* common carriers; «jr?M& -tho oemmlttee
thought Inconsistent with the amendment pro-
hibiting common carriers from producing com-
modities carried by them. Formal action was

not taken on any of the amendments, ana.
therefore, the.Hcrape cwferrees probably wUIbe
|eft free to exercise their best Judgment.

Considerable Interest Isexpressed as to whether
»r not the Democratic leader of the House will

carry his filibuster to the extent of calling for a

rollcall on each amendment, as he may do under
the rules, unless the Committee on Rule* brings

In a special rule covering this case. It Is gen-

erally assume* that Mr. William* would be re-
luctant to pursue puch a course on a measure
which commanded every Democratic vote In the

House and all but two Democratic votes In the

Senate.

BILL STIRS UP NEGROES.

Ko<;EM, PbBT & Company.
1hre« Broadway Stores.

358 £42 1260
a: m m

Warren «. IKhit. S2nd Si,.

To fret ahead of the next hot day,
•\u25a0.Mitinu" suits art- ready now.

Batistes- the hard finished
worsteds so closely woven that they
hold their shape in spite of thrir
feather weight.

Wool ithnlh-s and homespuns.
White serges.

»\u25a0

-
ass •\u2666a

The hotter the day the less of 3
joke is an illfittingcollar.

So itis not surprising that car sales
of quarter size collars shoal 1 be
heaviest in hot weather.

Quarter size collars certainly hget fit down fine.
"'

s

Rogers, Pito: 5: Cou^ot,
Tfcrec Broadway Stores,

2-,3 Ml £22J
epposlta \u25a0 near oj?cs"s

City Hall. Union Square. Cr=:!ejS~a;,

It was supposed by members of the Senate
who added this provision to the bill that they

were assuring to the negroes of the country as
good accommodations as could be obtained toy

white* paying the same fare. For some un-

known reason, however, the negroes maintain
that this is equivalent to enacting "a national

Jim Crow law." They say that it will perpetu-
ate an Injuryand humiliation to their race, and
thry assert their loyalty to the Republican party

an<J intimate that the consequences at the polls

willbe dire ifthis provision is kept in the bill.

As it was inserted only to protect the rights of

the negroes, and. as they all seem to want it

stricken out. It is probable that the conferrees
willcheerfully remove it.

Itshall be the duty of carriers engaged in in-
terstate commerce to give equally good service
and accommodations to all persons paying U»e
same compensation for interstate transporta-

tion of passengers.

They Object to Clause Giving Them
"Equally Good" Accommodations.

rrrom The Tribune Bureau.]
Washington, May 12—To the amasement of

members of Congress, negroes in all parts of
the country are deluging their Senators and
Representatives with protests against the sanc-
tion of the RaHroad Rate bill, which provides

that:

Those who have travelled in the South and |
have scfii negroes, paying first class fares, j

crowded into little compartments of the smoking ]

car men and women together, the men smoking,

bs a rule, while the white passengers who had
raid «-<iual fare had a first class coach, thought

they were providing well for the negro when
they inserted a clause compelling carriers to
rive the negro equally good accommodations
for the same money. Of course. The negroes

would doubtless weKomc an amendment to the
act which would forbid any neparation of whites

from blacks, but that is a futile hope. The

Democrats would filibuster from now until the
next session of Congress before they would per-
mit such an amendment to be adopted, and in \u25a0

the end it would doubtless defeat the entire j

The clause now embodied in the bill will, in

the opinion of the bf-st friends of the negro, in- j
cure him as good accommodations as are ac- j
corded to any one. and it would seem to be j

greatly to hi*.interest to take what he can get.

rather than reject all legislation with the i

chimerical hope of getting something better ul-
timately. However. Congress will doubtless do
•8 the negro voters wish when it comes to re-
taining or rejecting this amendment.

SEMITE MAYREJECT LANE.

His Fate Apparently Depending onEnlarge-

ment of Commerce Commission.
tPrtnn Th« Trlbun*Bureau.]

Washington. May 21.
—

Considerable interest

attaches to the fat*of Franklin K. Lane, of Cal-
ifornia, who was nominated by the President
several months ago as Interstate Commerce
\u2666 'ommissioner. His nomination has been held

up in the Benate Committee on Finance pending

the disposal of the Rate bill, as it was assumed
that this measure would enlarge the commis-
sion, in which case Mr. Lane would doubtless

have been confirmed. The Senate, however,

Ftruck out Section 8 of the bill, leaving the com-
mission as it Is now, with only five members.
Mr. Lane is a Democrat, and his confirmation
would result in a Democratic majority. This
would be obnoxious to a large number of SU-n-
atorß. and Mr.Lane's Humiliation will doubtless
be rejected unless the House Insists on the
restoration of its provision enlarging the com-
mission to seven. Ifthe House should so insist
and the Senate consent. Mr. I<ane would prob-
ably be confirmed, although there would be con-
siderable opposition in any event, as Mr. Lane
Is said to be not only a Dfmoorat but a disciple
of Henry George, a slnstle taxer.

Mr.Lanes fate, therefore, may be said to reston the action of thi^ House conferrees.


