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ON THE ETERNAL ICE.

Railroad lL.aid on Bed That Never
Thaxes.

By E. F. Strother.

Few persons who notice the occasional refer-

v s in dispatches to the “New York-to-Paris”™

rond project know the picturesque story of

lding of the first Alaskan link of this

it proposed chain. This link is the Council

& Solomon River Railroad, a daring piece

{ necy and construction work. Its sig-

is its proof that the Alaskan tundra

crossed—an achievement which many

t best ‘ers had repeatedly declared
possibie

J. Warren Dickson, a young New York cn-

J. WARREN DICKSON.
Builder of Alaska's first standard gauge rail-
road.
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and the construction gang was digging with a

will on the grade of the first standard gauge
raflroad in Alaska. This ocean terminal was
named Dickson

The work of unloading the vessels was pro-
g I

ceeding at the same time. On account of the
shaliow water near shore the steamers could
not be brought closer in than half a mile. The

supplies were, therefore, loaded on lighters a

hauled in as close to shore as they could come,

FIRST STANDARD GAUGE PASSENGER CAR CONSTRUCTED

Built in the shops of the Council City & Solomon River Railroad, at Dickson, Alaska.
The locomotive used to run on the elevated railway in New York.
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| and were then for a sccond time transferred t )‘
rafts, These rafts were then haul to shore
hand-over-hand along a 1 fast on
shore. When the rafts were beached, the goods
| were landed, with frequent mishaps On sev-
eral occasions heavy pieces, such as hcomotive
boilers, bed plates, ete., were lost overboard
Lz"rw‘m the lighters by accident in the surf, and
| these had 10 be recovered,

| One of the first most difficult tasks was to sat
up the locomotives, The separate parts, some

of them as heavy as nine

tons, had finally been |

IN ALASKA.

the “knowing ones” held to the same opinion—
the tracks would have to be sustained by a
heavy underplanking. This would add another
item of great expense, as ordinary planking was
worth $40 to £60 a thousand feet board measure.

But Mr. Dickson studied out the solution. He
lized the moss and muck—which is of the con-
ncy of wet elay—by bullding them into the

grade (which at the same time gave him ditches
drainage on each side) and then tamping the
The action of the long hours of hot sun
drained and hardened the grade. Then the tracks
were laid and the ballasting done from nearby

for

grade.

gravel hillsides.

And the substantial roadbed, unafTected by the
winters, is silent proof of the success of the
methods used Along the line loaded freight

cars in some places pass over tracks built in this

i substantial manner eight or ten feet above crys-

tal ice. This substratum of ice never melts, in

spite of the very warm days of summer which

| = s ) °
| prevail even here within one hundred miles of

the Arctic Circle. It is the primeval freecze that

{ has not thawed since ancient geologic ages. It
is kept from thawing by the thick blanket of
moss, muck and gravel lying over it, and the
whole roadbed has proved a firm foundation for
| this commercial enterprise involving great capi-
tal. hree winters have already proved that

safely landed on the beach But to hoist these

™ » parts into position and to connect their !

deli ed joints was a proble

ship board the mneccssary hoisting

machiner delayed by bad weather. These
dlties were ingeniously overcome by dig- |
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{ there 1s not the slizhtest “heaving’” and that it

is as solid a foundation as that of any railroad

i;n the United States.

There was no pier.

wnd l remarkable
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| plates, boilers, ete., were then skidded up into |
their proper positions—all by hand tackl
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pleted the locomotives Even the donkey en-
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THE OLDTIME TAVERN,

Continued from second page.

place of the Sons of Liberty, and it was in this
old tavern that the first lod of Free Masons
was organized in America, in the year 1752
Seventeen years later the first grand lodze of
Free Masons was orga ed in this tavern, with
General Joseph Warren as master and Paul Re-
vere as one of the other officers. When the
War of the Revolution came on the Greenm
Dragon was 1 as a hospital.

The old Wri Tavern is standing i
Concord, and it has not su 1y great

change. ‘The Wayside Inn recalls men
Longfellow “Tales”
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MRS. J. WARREN DICKSON.
In Esquimau costume.
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hostlery. The Wayside Inn signboard bore this
inscription:

: D. ., 16%. :
: E. H., 1746 :
. 3
: A. HOWE, 17%. :

The initials are those of the Howes, who kept
the tavern for more than a century. Washing-
ton was a guest at this old tavern in the year

The first four months of work accomplished
results. The ecamp had increased
hundred men Eight miles of standard
were built and ballasted, and paralleled by
1 telephone complete railroad yards were
1id witches to ali the supplies, suffi-

ent to build over forty miles more of the road;

1o

six
k

line;
out, with
» buildings were erected and occupied;
Lot plete

machine shop was in operation;

ervthing was left in order for the next season's

ok, and six hundred workmen had been
heltered and fed without one fatal illness or
1 lent
The line is now over thirty-four miles long,
! he revenne i n a4 basis that would bulge
hie y f a traflic manager in “‘the States”'’
Fr ht rricdd for ¥1 a ton for every mile
quled 1at is about 125 times as much as the
States Passe r rates are 20 cents
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LIGHTERING THE RAILROAD EQUIPMENT FROM STEAMER TO LAND.
The steamer lay far out, the tugboat further in, the loaded scow as close to shore as it could be towed. Then teams
bore the machinery through the surf to the land from the scow.
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1789, when he was on his way to Boston from
Marlboro. Longfellow was more than once a

guest at the Wayside.

HE THOUGHT WRONG.
Seymour Eaton, ex-secretary of the
tional policyholders’ committee, is a firm believer
in women’'s intelligence, and in many of his en-

internae

terprises women have held important posts.

Apropos of women's wit, Mr. Eaton said, at
Atlantic City:
f “As 1 was strolling the other day on the boarde«
| walk a wheeled chair containing twe women
| trundled slowly by me. 1 heard one woman :
f’ **What has become of that blonde with
Harry Hawke was flirting all summer?
‘*Thought he was tlirting, you mean,” said the
second woman She married him last month.* ™=
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