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THE NYEWS THIS

FOREIGN —A repnrt circulated in Paris that
King Alfonso had heen assassinated in Madrid
was denied. ———= Three policemen were killed
and four wounded by & bomb in Tiflis.
Mount Vesuvius was quieter. ——= It was stated
§n Paris that there were over ten thousand less
births in France in 1905 than in 194 =
More than one hundred men were sent into exile
et Ekaterinoslay and Kishineff for minor politi-
cal offences. === All the electoral committees
in Odessa and the provinces have been sup-
pressed and their functions have heen trans-
ferref to the tomn eouncils. =— King Leopold,
it was steted at Bruseels, was suffering from
lumbtago The Vatican, it was said in
Rome, denles the reports which predict a rup-
ture between Spain and the Holy See.

DOMESTIC —A wireless message from 118
Louisiana, picked up at the station at Dry
Tortugas, Fla_  sajd that the President was
greatly enjoving his trip: with Mrs. Roosevelt
he spends much time on deck. =——=—== The report
of Surgeon General O'Reilly of the army shows
the condition of heslth among the trocps is
good; he compares the health of American

MORNING.

troops with those of foreign governments: more |

officers are wanted for the medical department.
=——— Mre. Robert Dey, of Syracuse, reported
the theft of jewelry valued at $80600 to the
police of that city. =—=—— Members of a Confed-
erate camp in New Orieans have had an in-

scription in honor of the Army of Virginia,
taken from Willlam Swinton’s history of the
Army of the Potomae, removed because the
word “revolt” 48 used in reference to the Civil
War. — The sum of £500,000 has been given

for the greater University of Loulsville on con-

dition that a like sum be raised. toward which
£1060 (%) has been contributed, ————== Three trains
of an mules reached Newport News from
MWester: and will start for Cuba to-day
on L8 ———= A fire in & theatre in
Evansville was followed by a panic, in |
which s persons were trampled under foot
Aand seriously hurt

CITY --J. A Bennett, a member of the Demo-

ymittee, announced that he was
upstate county committees;
pard discussed Democratic con-
0. & Gilbert said that he would
surts to-day for a decision on all
vold.” — Efforts to have the
n order a strike of the Metropol-
hestra were unsuccessfully re-

Oipe

newed B & (oler was denounced by
the Centra! Fed A Union. ——— Magistrate
Whitman severely criticised the police for ar-
regting women without proper evidence =
The American Jewish committee, having for its
obiects the protection, the preservation and the
extension of the ecivil and religlous rights and {
privileges of Jews, was organized. —— E. R.
Perkins, vice-president of the New TYork Life,
arrived home from Tennessee, but declined to
gay anvthing ahout his testimony bhefore Insur-
ance Commissioner FPolk. ———= Fiva English
schoo! teachers, the vanguard of five hundred

who

are on their way here, spent the day in
viewing the city. =———=—— The People's Institute
opened for the season at Cooper Union.

THE WEATHER-Indications for to-day:
Fair and colder The temperature yesterday:
Highest, 49 degrees; lowest, 40.

THE PRESIDENT'S PROGRAMME
The President’s programme for his Panama
trip is quite characteristic of him. It is emi-
nently practical and businesslike. He is going
to the isthmus primarily and principally to look
after American Interests apd to acquaint him-

self with them, ahove all, of course, the canal, |
which is the sole reason for American occu- |

pation of the isthmus. He will, therefore, spend
most of his t!me on the Jine of the canal, from

the hideons swamps at Cristobal and the site |
of the proposed mud dam on a mud founda- |

tion at Gatun, through the cut at Culebra,
which 18 & considerable ditch, but not the pl\?
nomenal monster which some exaggerated im-
eginations have pictured it, across the voleanic
terraces of Panama, and so out to deep water
among the 1dyllic islets in the Bay of Calms.
The time which he has aillotted to himself ix
& good deal more than the 28 hours ang 10
minutes in which a former distinguished vis-
itor achieved omniscience, and there is no doubt
that be will, with his alert observation and
quick comprehension, secure an accurate and
efficient understanding of the whole enter-
prise.

It will be mnoticed, not without some regret,
that he finds himself compelled to decline most
of the social attentions which the hospitable
and cultivated people of Panama would delight
to lavish upon him -regret not because he de-

clines these things in favor of the more practi- |

cal phases of his visi*, but bLeeause there is
not time for botl.
invitation, tendered through Mr. Obaldia, to a
public state banquet. He will,
entertained at the Government House, and that
single incident will be sufficient to emphasize

the fact that he has smashed one of the mos!i

senseless of our natlonal superstitions by vis-
fting & foreign land and becoming the guest of
its Chief of State,
youngest of the world’s nations with the unique
distinetion of being the only one that has ever
entertained an American President.

It is an agreeable and inspiring elrcumstance
that bhe is 10 give one whale evening to the

employes of the Canal Commission, in the course
of which he will probabiy make to them the
only extended public address of Lis whole trip.
We can imagine that that will be the part of

his programme which will be of most interest
to him, and perbaps also of most profit to the
uation and its enterprise on the isthmus. It
will greatly chesr anqd inspire the “boys’-—as
we should not Le surprised at his calling then.
There bave been luumerable falsehoods pul-
lished about them, the conditions of their
work and their feelings toward the govern-
ment, which they lLave bitterly resented, bt
which they have been powerless to contradiet
effectively. It will he gratifying to them to
know that the truth coucerning them Is known,
trough his personal observation, by the Chief

He has even declined the !

however, be !

In this Le will invest that !

Magistrate of the nation and their own chief
commander,

MR. HILL ON RAILROAD AGITATION.

A man who has been a successful pioneer all
his life has a trained eye to the future. He does
evervthing on his faith or insight into to-mor-
row's needs, and if the event justifies him his
ability to look a little further ahead than the
average man is demonstrated. It is this fact
which gives force and importance to anything
which Mr. James J. Hill says about his own
subject, rallroading. Mr. HIill has been a
pioneer, and a brilllantly successful pioneer,
railroad builder. He has opened up paths for
advancing population. He has bullded to carry
the freight of yet untilled flelds. Therefore,
when Mr. Hill says, as he did in Chicago on
Saturday night, that the country is face to face
with a railroad question so important that |
there is none “since the Civil War of half the
consequence of this one,” his assertion deserves |
grave consideration. ‘

Mr. Hill's railway problem is the reverse side |
. of the rallway problem with which the public is
. familiar. He is Interested as a railway builder
in the attitude of capital toward railway con-
struction. The problem as Mr. Hill presents it
is not how to control the rallways we have, but
how to get enough railways. What the coun-
try is suffering from is lack of rallways to do
its transportation business, and Mr. Hill is im- |
patient that the work of railroad building
should be impeded by the discussion of the pub-
lic polley toward railways.

Shortage of cars and the congestion of freight
traffic are familiar facts to every one. Mr. Hill |
puts it very strongly: *“The trafiic of the coun- |
| “try is congested beyond imagination. The com- |
| “merce of the country Is paralyzed, which, con-
“tinued. means slow death.”

But Mr. Hill says the real trouble is not
merely lack of cars, but lack of railroad mile-
age. In ten years the business of the country
has grown 110 per cent, while the failroads have
| expanded only 20 per cent. That is the great
reason for congestion. It is estimated, accord-
ing to Mr. Hill, that 115,000 to 120,000 miles
of track must be built at once to take care of
the inereased business. This will cost $£4,000,-
00,000 to §5.000,000,000.

Capital, according to Mr. Hill, is shy of enter-
ing raflroad bullding. He asks:

Are men going to invest their money in rail-
roads as long as raiiroads are considered out-
laws? The fact is the railroad has not been |
getting justice in this country. Why, in the re-
cent campealgn we beheld the spectacle of two
great political parties preaching the doctrine of
the operation of the rallroads by the govern-
ment.

Mr. Hill sppears to have been speaking im- |
promptu and has beeu led by his impatience
into exaggeration. We were not aware that the |
dominant party in this country is “preaching
“the doctrine of the operation of railroads by
“the governinent.” As for the Democratic party, |
| there is aiways great uncertainty about its

future attitude on public questions. Its chief

publicist recently preached the doctrine of gov-

! ernment operation, and his suggestion was

‘promptly and almost unanimously wpudlated!
| br the press of his party. |
] Back of the whole discussion whieh Mr. Hill
| condemns, but which seems to us inevitable, 1s |
a suspicious publle sentiment for whose exist- |
ence the railroads themselves are largely re- |
sponsible. Until publle opinlen is conclliated |
and public confidence in the honesty and fair- '
nese of rallroad managements is restored thit .
stability which will commend new rallroad |
bullding to cepital cannot be regained. We are |
prepared to say that recent laws asserting the

nation’s ability to control and regulate the great I
railroad corporations will do much to end the !
deplored discussion. Rlinking public sentiment |
will not do it. Neither will the assumption by
the railroads of the attitunde that it is none of
the government's business how they are run.
If the railroads do their part toward winning
a favorable public sentiment, the talk of public
ownership will dle out. Reckless agitators for
government ownership should, however, heed
Mr. Hill's warning. The commerce of the coun-
try should not be paralyzed for the airing of
academic delusions,

{

A PAINED GENIUS.

Alr. Gorky took back to Europe with him some
“Impressions.” If reports be true, they were
all he took back with him from this country,
and if there had been a freight rate upon im-
! pressions the noted revolutionist might have
felt constrained to leave them behind. Natu-
rally they were most painful Impressions. Mr.
Gorky's capacity for being pained is exceptional
anyway, and his opportunities while in this |
| country for indulging it were rare. He has put |
his pain on paper, and from the cabled accounts
of it the author must have bheen glad that he |
got away from here alive. We are, too. We |
should have been sorry if America had proved |
| too much for his tyrant hating soul. {
1

Gorky came to this country under the im- |
| pression that it was the land of liberty and |
{ dollars.  Our liberty turned out to be merely a
! metal statne, and even that we do not permit |
| on our Jand, but have shoved it well out into the |
| water, where it can in no wise affect the con-

cerns of the eltizens, and is only a jure to Iit- |
| erary llons. It Is typical of America that it |
| places Liberty on a lonely island, a Devil's Isle, |
a sort of penal settlement, a place proper for ‘
the restraint of susplclous characters likely at |
any time to disturb the public repose. Gorky |
| doesn't say just these things, but this is the |
way he feels about it, if we understand his sen-
timents as they are represented In some cabled
extracts from his book. Oh, Liberty, what tears
are shed In thy name! When we add Gorky's
| to the flood it Is a lucky thing that Bedlow’s
| Island is not awash with the brine!

# Liberty! Why, we wouldn't even allow Lib-
erty in our first class hotels as a distinguished
visitor and temporary sojourner from a foreign
| land, much less give it a permanent foothold |
upon our continent. We would kick the thing
about from hostlery to hostlery, until it was
driven to retirement in a rathole, treating it as
a suspicious and dangerous character, likely to
disturb us in the enjoyment of our slavery. For
| we are slaves. Gorky says so. The statues of
| our heroes iIn the public squares ecry out, Gorky
says, to us, bidding us be free, but we hurry
by without looking at them. They get no more
| attentlon than Gorky, the emancipator, who
tried to break our golden chains and carry them
away with him, but who went back empty
handed. g

Dollars are as hard to get over here as lib-
Iony. Mr. Gorky does not explain to us, and
| we shall not attempt to say, which i{s the more
| prinful disillusfonment, to find men not free
or doliars no® fiee. How deeply the revolution-
!1&1 is pamcd regarding the restraints on our
| dollars may be inferred from his entitling this |
part of his “lImpressions” “The Yellow De-
mon.” It is enougn to make gold change its
jmlor to find fitself linked In chromatic infamy
{ with “The Yellow Peril” and “The Yellow
;Presn." But the title shows that Gorky saw

the color of our money when he was here, and
i sets at rest ali reports to the contrary.

| No distingnished visitor has gone bhack so
| free as Gorky from that bins toward flattery
! which hospitality imposes. We stretched our
dmimigration laws a little to let him and his
| “affinity” land and look at our “Yellow Deo-
{ mon,” and that was all. We nelther wined nor |
| dined bim. We did not féte him. We did not |
lionize him—but for this roar we should hardly |
realize that we had had a llon among us. So there |
{38 no reason why he should not say what he |

| Per- |

|
|
{

| pleases, and feel the better for saylng it.
! haps what he says wiil sell, and that will make !
| its expression an even greater lenitive of hlﬂf
{ grief. But the “Impressions” seem i1} timed |
to find u market. The public appetite for wit-

less abuse of things giverican should have been

| sake of partisan gain,

| pariy to factional rivalries in Cuba.

sated by the campaign we have just gone
through. Gorky has not, in the cabled extracts
from his book, found anything new to say
about those well worn subjects American slav-
ery and the money devil. There was a time,
back in the consulship of Plancus, when Ameri-
cans used to feel hurt when a literary visitor,
his pockets full of our dollars, wrote of us with
unkind candor. But now we feel bored if it
is a serious effort to indict the whole people,
or amused If it Is a mere ebullition of bad

temper.

THE “ULTIMATUM" TO MAGOON.

It is reported that the Cuban Liberal leaders
have presented a practical “ultimatum” to Gov-
ernor Magoon. They don’t want to play any
more unless he will glve them all the moves
in the game which they want. He must make
a clean sweep of their political oppenents and
give them all the oflices, Otherwise they will

| refuse longer to co-operate with him. They will

boycott him. They will protest against his re-
maining there any longer, and, indeed, against
any further American occupation and control
of the island.
to know, if not to give them the offices? What
business had the United States to intervene,
excepting for the exalted purpose of turning
out the Ins and putting in the Outs?

Apart from the humor of the thing, the ex-
quisitely comic notion of their thus trying to
dictate policies to Governor Magoon, such an
attitude is deplorable and almost dishearten-
ing. It evinces a radically false view and
estimate of the whole situation and of the
relation of the United States to Cuban affairs.
In fact, this very protest, or threatened protest,
against American occupation unless for the
is Itself one of the
strongest arguments for such occupation. It
presents in a most convinclng light the need
of occupation until such time as the Cubans
shall come to a more reasonable frame of mind.
For the question is not one of government hy
this party or by that party, but of any gov-
ernment at all by the people of Cuba.

The United States cares nothing for Conserva-
tive or Liberal, for Whig or Periwig! It is no
It did not
intervene in behalf of any factior, and Gov-
ernor Magoon Is not there to put one party out
and another in power. The
pected to be able to settle all such matters
among themselves, in a decent and orderly
manner, when they are again intrusted with
self-government. For the present, party gov-

| ernment has ceased to exist fn Cuba. There is

simply American government, at the impartlal
hands of Charles E. Magoon, He will make use
of such men as he regzards best suited to the
purpose of restoring order and autonomy. If
the Cubans do not like that pelier, they have
only themselves to blame. The United States
did not want to intervene. It did g0 only be-
cause the Cubans themselves, of both parties,
made it necessaryr—and it must he remembered
that the Cubans themselves, of both parties,
bezged It to do so. Now that this country has
been, against its will, dragged into Cuba, it Is

| certainly not to be dictated to by any Cuban

faction or made the tool of one Cuban party
n its machipations against another. The United
States will keep a free hand in Cuba and do
whatever it, and not some faction of Cuban poll.
ticians, deems best for the welfare of the

fsland: and the Cubans will have to accept the
situation.

MONEY AND BUSINESS.

Those who were inclined to attribute the re-
cent dulness in the stock market to the ap-

! proaching election wers compelled to geek some

other explanation after Tuesday, and the money
market was once more the scapegoat, While
it is true that no conservative operator would
borrow heavily in this money market in order
to carry securities that are already high priced,
the mere fact of dear money naver checked a
movement in which there was enthusiasm by the
outeide public and general confidence in much
higher quotations. But with little outside In-
terest, the high cost of carrying stocks is an
important market influence that is respected by
the floor traders who have provided a large
share of recent operations. Railway earnings
are steadily showing substantial gains over pre-
vious vears, but numerous serfous strikes are
now threatened, and others have bheen averted
by important concessions that add to the cost of
operation. Following close upon 1its higher
dividend rate, the Pennsylvania Railroad has
advanced wages 10 per cent, making a total
additional outlay of £15,000,000 yearly, which is
no small matter even for a great railway sys-
tem. Conservative men alse view with some
concern the broadening speculation tn curb min-
ing stocks. Many of these may prove valuable
properties, but the rise in prices is not a reflec-
tion of intrinsic value in all cases, being largely
due to a purely speculative demand that will

| ba followed by quick sales for profits as soon

as there {s any indication that the boom has run
its course.

Financial conditions are no easier, although
the money market has encountered little specu-
lative pressure. Borrowing was light, but the
movement of currency threatened to eliminate
the small surplus reserve reported by the asso-
clated banks at the close of the preceding week,
and there was also a fear that the Bank of
England might at any time start exports ot

| gold from New York by a further advance in

the official rate of discount. The outgo of cot-
ton has exceeded expectations, but the move-
ment of grain has fallen short, and the total
supply of commercial bills in the forelgn ex-
change market was scarcely adequate to mest
the demand for remittance against maturing
finance bills that it was not found profitable to
renew. This resulted in a firm market for ster-
ling at the season when some reaction might
be expected, The remarkable demand for money
is clearly shown by the officlal statement of the
total amount In circulation, which is not only
far above all previous records, but $3 per capita
above the flgures of & year ago, after making
allowance for the increase of almost two million
in population.

Reports of retail trade in seasonable lines of
merchandise show some irregularity because of
the widely differing varieties of weather
throughout the country. The net result, how-
eéver, appears to be entirely satisfactory, and
mercantile collections continue to show the im-
provement customary when the crops are mar-
keted. Wholesalers in staple lines, notably dry-
goods, are recelving lberal orders, but the
special feature at the present time i{s the de-
mand for jewelry, toys and other hollday sup-
plies. Jobbers are preparing for next spring,
seeking large dellveries from manufacturers,
and it is the consensus of opinlon that stogks
of wearing apparel have bzen allowed to fall
very low because of the high prices that. have
prevailed. That no rellef Is In sight is indl-
cated by statistics of the cost of living, prac-
tically at the highest point in twenty-two years,
or since present economical methods of manu-
facture and distribution have prevailed. Busi-
ness Is hampered by the car famine that is
almost universal, freight blockades being worse
than in former seasons, even when deep snow
was the dominant factor.

Comparatively little speculative Interest has
been shown In the leading markets for farm
staples, which may have been due In part to
the high money market. Cotton traders gave
that staple no support whatever, and the price
was further depressed by increased oﬂerlnzh.
making a decline of $6 a hale for spot mid-
dling upland at this city in less than a month,
It was difficult to persist in estimates of a small

crop in view of the phenomenal movement of

$he last two weeks, but It was purprising that

What is he there for, they want !

Cubans are ex-

|
|

| tend serious trouble.
| enon not to a renewal of subterranean activity,

the long account did not derive some encourage-
ment from the liberal shipments abroad. Specu-
lators awaited impatiently the publication of
official ginning returns, and when they showed
an increase of only 435,000 bales compared with
last year's flgures there was a slight rally
from lowest prices. The graln markets moved
within narrow limits, wheat losing all the ad-
vance of the preceding week, although there
was the same supporting influence of small re-
celpts on account of inadequate rallway faclli-
ties. But the movement out of the country
was also disappointing, and consumption by do-
mestic millers made a very poor comparison
with the flour output a year ago.

Scarcity of labor is still the chief drawback
to industrial activity, although rallway block-
ades also Interrupt to some extent. Demands
are all that could be desired in the leading

| branches of manufacture, and it is the excep-

tion when comparisons with last year's figures
do not show a substantial increase. New Eng-
land footwear factories are nearing the end of
duplicate 1 and winter orders, but there is no
lack of spring business to maintain activity of
machinery. Cutting has begun on spring goods,
gnd travelling salesmen receive large orders for
delivery next year. The leather market is very
strong, though quiet, but hides begin to show
the usual seasonable effect of poorer quality,
which will soon bring lower quotations for the
current take-off, although hides of good quality
will be no weaker. Cotton mills are sold so
far ahead that there is no disappointment over
the decrease in new business on account of the
decline in raw cotton. On the contrary, this
check to speculation promises more permanent
prosperity in the industry. Woollen goods are
in tetter demand, and there is a good move-
ment of raw wool. The iron and steel industry
continues to make splendid progress, another
advance in quotations for pig fron failing to
check the demand.

McCarren {intimates that “Fingey” Conners
and “Charlie” Murphy are not mind readers.
There's treason for you!

RS

Gorky calls New York a “greedy, engorged,
loathsome stomach.” His experience In getting
away to Furope must have been something like
Jonah's.

._.—
Professor Matteucei believes that the recent
discharge of ashes from Vesuvius does not por-
He attributes the phenoms-

but to the undermining and collapse of a portion
of the crater. The world will certainly hope

that his interpretation of the outbreak is correct,
e e et

Now that bosses are having the time of their
lives to hold their jobs, their utility is being dls-
covered. Secretary Bonaparte's Pickwickian
suggestion of a “legalized” boss Is a recognition
of the excellence of an autocrat if vou can only
get the right autocrat. But if we cannot get the
right man to run for office, how are we going to
get the right man to run for boss?

e

Pearv and Wallman, both now homeward
bound, ought to reach this city at about the
sama time. The former can utilize the raflroad,
if he llkes, when he once gets to Cape Breton.
The Savoie, on which the other explorer sailed
from Havre on Saturday, is not the fastest ship
of tha French Line, but does not usually take
more than a week to cross the Atlantic. Peary
will undoubtedly have much the better story to
tell when he gets here, but Wellman may be abla
to match it next year if his flying machine is all
his fancy paints {t.

i

Concrete has not inveriably justified the con-
fildence of its users and advocates, but a story
comes from Tunis, in Northern Africa, which
shows that this materfal will sometimes hang
together under rather trying circumstances. A
flve-story warehouse, erected in a marshy part
of the city, showed a disposition to assume the
attitude of the famous Tower of Pisa. When it
was tilted over at an angle of 25 degrees from
the perpendicular the task of making it once
more strictly upright was undertaken. The ob-
Ject was attained by undermining the highest
side, and in the end the structure stood at a
considerably lower level than was originally
contemplated, but it {s sald to have remained

as Intact as If it had been a single block of
stone.

THE TALK OF THE DAY.

The slang expression *23," according to ‘“The
Boston Advertiser,” comes from New York and Is
& police and hospital term. The psychopathic ward
in Bellevus s numbered 23. When a person ar-
rested shows any sign of insanity he is sent to
Ward 23, and the police have become accustomed
to saying, “Twenty-thres for him,” as they send
him to the hospital.

RURAL RONDEAU.

Jest about th' best, b'gee,
Of the things I ever see,

Wuz th' dinners I recall

Dcwn upon the farm in fall.
Shudks! hey tasted good to me.

Thers was St 'nd Hen-ner-ee,
‘Nd my ?a he sez, sez he:
< 't them dinners best of all?

Jest about!""

Rural poet, twenty-three!

Can yrour stock of poetree;
your dlaleotic draw!;

a3 to hand us out the stall

Of that ““dear old” stuff that we

Jest about.

—Puck

A Canadlan bishop on a trip through the wilds
stopped at a log cabin at the roadside. As he sat
by the fire he asked:

“My good woman, are there any Episcopallans
in this tvicinity?"

“I hardly kaow, sir, che replied, hesitatingly.
“The men dld kill something under the barn yes-
terday. but wlether it was one of them things or
not I cannot sy."

“‘Seen yer!" ctled the smart aleck, when he caught
them kissing at the college ball.

‘‘No, sir! Freshman!" retorted the woman.—Buf-
falo Express.

A record breaker in absent-mindedness is cer-
tainly a Paris citizen, who appeared the other day
before a magistrate to ask for a marriage license.
He answered correctly and without hesitation all
the questions as to his name, age and occupation,
but when asked for the name of his flancde he
Lecame embarrassed, and finally replled dejectedly
that he had entirely forgotten to ask her for it.
This, remarks a Boulevard paper, recalls the dis-
traction of the famous fable poet La Fontalne.
Meeting one day In a salon a young man, he was
so favorably impressed by his conversation that he
expressed his admiration for him in the most flat-
tering terms. “But he i: vour own son!" exclaimed
a guest, in astonishment. “Is It s0?" replied the
poet; “then I am the more delighted to make his
acquaintance."

The milllonaire who can't digest
The food his palate craves may be

Long featured, sol a P 4
Of never ceasing misery.

:1! think of thoss poor people who,

Ithough they are not millionaires,
ave stomacds which refuse to do
The steady dutles that are theirs.
—Chicago Record-Herald.

A Swiss child, sged thres years, has been sen-
tenced at the Criminal Assizes at Welnfelden, In
the Canton of Thurgovie, to three and a half
months' imprisonment for theft. It appears that
the little fellow wns passing @ toy shop, and, see-
Ing some toys dangling in the street, helped him-
self to two or three articles of iittle value and tock
them home. The ¢hild was carried into court, and
In answer to questions frankly sald that he took
the toys home to play with his Mttle sister, as
they had none. Top the great astonishment of the
court, the presiding judge sentenced the infant to
three and a half months’' imprisonment. The littla
fellow was carrled out of the court erying and
handed over to a prison official. The Swiss press
Is Indignant at the unprecedented action of the
Judge and condemns the verdlct as illegal.

Teacher--What is it that bees make, Tommie?
Tommle—Sore epots, ma'am.~Youkers

TIONAL PROBLEM.

THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR AT DUNDEE.

At the opening of the Armistead Trust Course of
Lectures at Dundee on November 2 the American
Ambassador delivered the following address:

Dundee confers a fresh honor upon me to-
night in this splendid audience and in the priv-
flege of opening this course of lectures. The
solid foundation on which Lord Vansittart has
established the course enhances the honor. So
do the educational efforts that preceded its es-
tablishment, and so does the renown of this
great Scotch city for which 1t is conducted.

‘When this duty was proposed to me 1 was told
that the thoughts of the community were turned
toward a broadening of uriversity work to meet
the wants of the broader age in which we live;
and that therefore this opening address might
properly discuss the demands for a more prac-
tical training that form one phase of your ever
widening educational problem. But the whole
question of education under this government is
at this moment in the political meiting pot. It
is, therefore, a question from which any dis-
creet representative of another government
flees, as from the plague. I was next advised
that something about educational affairs In my
own country would be a topic of special local
interest, and this perhaps one may venture
upon without offence.

Yet even here it would be easy to be misun-
derstood. The conditions with us are not the
same. In fact, several of them are so unlike
British conditions as to make it probable that
what seems to suit the ona country might be
found quite unsuitabls for the othq:‘. be it
from me therefore to dream of holding up our
experience for imitation or even for instruction!
Still, intelligent peopie, intent on any perplexing
subject, are always interested and sometimes
helped in noting how other people have had te
deal with somewhat similar subjects. And so,
without further preface or apology, I respond
to the authoritative intimations I have received,
by inviting your attention to the way in which

the United States has faced its educational
problem.

Let us begin by stating the elements of its
problem:—

First then, a new and vast country, develop-
ing at the outset with painful slowness, later
with startling rapidity, under a self-governing

people. Next, important character-
What the istics among this people derived from
American the land which first ruled them—a
Problem vehement attachment to the personal
Was. rights of Britons, and a bellef, which
never admits a question, a belief
which I may fairly ecall Scottish, in the impera-
tive duty of giving the best possible education to
their children.

Next, a growing tendency toward universal
suffrage, creating a political necessity for the
nearest practicable approach to universal in-
telligence.

Next, a habit of thought, fervidly religlous at
the outset, but diverging inte many forms of
religion: strenuous therefore at once In a de-
mand for religious freedom and in hostility to
an established church.

And finally a continent to be conquered from
its primitive wildness and savagery to the uses
of civilized man, a task sometimes shortening
the years parents could spare their children for
education, and impressing on what education
they did get a new and very practical bent, in
order to promote these material congquests
through scientific means.

We hear occaslonally about the Sclence of
History—more, 4n fact, at times than some of

us believe. Buf, given these elements of the

problem, we may well imagine
How This that the philosophie student might
Problem on such data almost construct the
Might Be history of educational evolution
Expected in the United States from first
to Work Out. principles and without reference

to the records. Thus:—It would
be clear that at the outset every religious sect
would start private schools, and would try to
sweep into them not only the children of its
own faith but all others it could lay its hand on.

It would be equally clear that wheraver it
could it would load the support of these schools
on the whole tax paying community. There
would thus arise publlc schools (by which an
Amertcan always means tax-supported schools),
giving sectarian Instruction.

But when different sects, nearly or quite bal-
ancing each other in influence, disputed the
control In a new and unconventional community,
where there were no roads through these novel
perplexities any more than through their forests,
and where they had to blaze their trails for
themselves, it i{s clear that this sectarian in-
atruction would in the end be so modified as to
include only tenets common to all, and would
tend In fact to becomse less doctrinal and morae
ethical—a teaching merely of morals and of
duties to each other.

In course of time many of the churches would
be Adissatisfied with this and would revert o
private schools at their own cost and under
their own exclusive control. The burdemn of
supporting these would be so considerable that
they would object to being taxed also for the
support of public schools for other people’'s
children.

But in a country controlled by popular suf-
frage and among a people passionately convinced
that the success of their government depended
on the widest diffusion of intelligence, it is evi-
dent that a system of free public schools sup-
ported by publle taxation, when once started,
could never be abandoned. It would be thought
a necessary measure of self-defence in the gov-
ernment to educate all the rising generation for
the duties of citizenship, the poorest of them
as well as the richest, and the Pagan no less
than the Puritan. The public school system,
free to all and supported by public taxation,
would inevitably become therefore a fixed feat-
ure of public policy.

Now with the two systems in foree, it would
be obvlous that the one where tuition was frea
would grow the faster; and equally obvious that
those who paid for thelr own and were taxed for
the other would wish to Imit as far as possible
the scopa and consequently the cost of the one-
they didn't use. Two rival theories as to taxing
everybody for the education of the rising gen-
eration would thus develop: one, that such taxa-
tion was only necessary and justifiable far
enough to fit them for the common dutles of
citizenship; and the other that it was also to the
public interest to fit them for anything. Heavy
taxpayers would naturally lead in the first; those
who felt less the burden of taxation, or paid no
taxes, in the second. As heavy taxpayers are
never in the majority, and as the readiness to
vote burdens on others is apt to be more marked
in those who do not bear llke burdens them-
selves, it would be hatural to expect the ten-
dency in the long run, in a democratic govern-
ment, to be found in faver of the most liberal
appropriations and the widest scope for the
studies.

The first class would hold that only readim
writing and arithmetic were necessary, wit
perhaps the history of the country and the nat-
ure of its government. To tax them for teach-
ing other people’s childiren more than that,
Latin or algebra or chemistry, they would re-
gard as robbery. But the second class, those
depending on the free public schools rather than
on the sectarian schools for the education of
their children, would wish it carried as far as
the children seemed capable of receiving and
profiting by it. They would easily persuade
themselves, too, of the sound public peolicy and
justice of this, since they would argue that the
mora the child knew and the more its judgment
was developed, the better and more useful mem-
ber of a self-governing community it would
make.

Thus could bs easlly foreseen a struggle be-
tween those who wished to limit the free publlo
school system to primary education and those
who wished to carry 4t through secondary
schools to colleges and universities. The one
side would hold that the free secondary and
university education, besides harming the tax-
payer through unequal burdens, would harm
many of those encouraged to take it for the rea-
son that it cost nothing; since it would educate
them beyond thelr intellect and dlsqualify them
for what they are fit for, in the effort to qualify
them for tasks they never can be made fit for;
—gpoiling good farmers or blacksmiths to make
worthless lawyers or doctors or speculators.
The other side would hold that the more edu-
catlon one is found capable of recelving, the
better fitted he will be to whataever he finds to
do,—that the better education you give him, the
better farmer or blacksmith he will make, {f
that is to be his vocation.

Finally, our philosophic student would infer
that In the long run, in a country without an
established church or a governing class, con-
stantly tending toward universal suffrage and
toward the changes wrought by enormous and
highly varied immigration, the side lkely to
prevail would be the one making all education
from the lowest rung at the foot of the educa-
tlonal ladder to the very highest open to the
poorest child on the sole condition of capacity
to recelva it. Ha would further infer that of
those who set their foot on this ladder manv
would be intensely eager to get off it again to
begin making a llving, and eager while on it for
a great varlety of speclal studies that they
thought would help them in the varied pursuits
they expected to follow.

Without wearying you too much with detalls,
umhkleﬂ;mthnmmnhlhhh

the exact history of two centuries of
tional evolution in the
The States. It seems to be en
Door Every- a system ranging from the
where to bet to the classics, the
Everybody. languages, literature, higto,
les, the higher madhe
science, with a strong leaning to practical
plications of science in all flelds of art and
dustry, sustained absolutely at the pubiie
peuse and free to all, with every grade
the poorest and most friendless pupi}
grade below, on the single requirement
standing there fits Rim for it. That i3 a)
is necessary to-day in the greatest city
New World to carry the child of the Ghet
the Levantine pushcart quarter from the primep
to a fairly earned degree of*Bachelor of Arts iy
the College of the City of New York, or to an-
equivalent degree, involving equal study ang to
a considerable extent along equally varieq lines,
in its Normal College for Women.
This system had grown in the early years o
the
teq
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'hﬁ present century into a total enrolment i
schools, colleges and universities of the Uni
States, public and private, of 17.539.900 pu
of whom 16,127,000 were in public institutio
Supported by taxation. When the enroim
for certain special interésts, evening schools, re.
form schools, ndian scheols, schools for
blind, feeble minded, etc., were added, the
total was reached of 1%157,000. Nearly onge
fourth of the total population is at school in
nation of elghty millions! (United States Come
missioner of Education, report, Dec. 1, 1904.)
The system thus developed, though va
somewhat In the different states, is charactepe
fzed by certain general peculiarities. First, qg

to religion in the schools. Broadly
Some speaking, religious finsiruction jg
not compulsory in any publig
Features. schools and not permitted In the

most. Rellglous exercises at the
dally opening of the school were long encoure
aged, and are still common, but scem to he growe
ing less frequent, especially in the great citles,
The language of the New York City charter
probably states, though In a somewhat involveq
fashion, the ground which most city schools
throughout the Union and many of those in the
country are fast approaching:

“No school shall be entitled to or recaive
any portion of the school moneys in which
the religious doctrines or tenets of any pare
ticular Christian or other religious sect shal}
be taught, inculcated, or practised, or Iy
which any book or books containing come
positions favorable or prejudicial to the
particular doctrine or tencts of any par-
ticular Christian or other religious sect
shall be used, or which shall teach the doe-
trines or tenets of any other religious sect,
or which shall refuse to permit the visits
and examinations provided for in this chap-
ter. But nothing herein contained shall ay~
thorize the board of education or the schoo}
board of any borough to exclude the Holy
Scriptures, without note or comment, or any
selections therefrom, from any of the schools
provided for by this chapter; but it shall
not be competent for the sald board of
education to decide what version, if any, of
the Holy Scriptures, without note or come
ment, shall be used in any of the schools;
provided that nothing herein contained shall
be 50 construed as to violate the rights of
conscience, as secured by the constitution
of this state and of the United States™

Under this, the reading of a chapter of the
Bible at the opening of the scheol s still com=
mon.

The New York State constitution prohibits ald
from public funds to denominational schoels,
or to schools where anv denominational tenet
or doctrine is taught; and similar prohibitions
are general in other states. The New York pro-
vision reads as follows:

“Neither the stats nor any subdivision
thereof shall use its property or credit op
any pablic money, or authorize or permit
either to be used directly or indirectly, in
ald or maintenance, other than for examina-
tion or Inspection, of any school or institue
tion of learning wholly or in part under the

ontrol or direction of any rellgious de-

omination, or In which any denominational
tenet or doctrine is taught.”

To discuss the effects of this general policy
might approach too closely to contentlous doe
mestic questions. One may be permitred, howse
ever, to say that in the prevalent American view
it certainly throws a greater work upon the
family and the church; but that, where these
both do their full duty, it is probabls that no
harm results.

A8 to the extent of the publio school education,
The doctrine is rapidly galning ground In most
of the states that it should be carrfed at the
public expense from the primary branches
straight through the secondary schools and om
to the universities, for all who are found cape
able, able and desirous to continue such a course.
In more than half the states fres universities
are already to be found.

4s to its character. “I would found an institue
tlon,” sald Ezra Cornell, “where any person can
find instruction in any study.” The sentiment
has been Inscribed on the walls of the Capitol iy
his native state at Albany, and it is beginning
to expand the available courses of study, not
only in the colleges and universities, but largely
also in the secondary schools and sometimes
even in the primaries. A reaction against the
excessive extension of this elective system i3
setting In; and there is a good deal of comr plaing,
especially in the primary schools, where it 8
often said the attenticn of the children is dise
tracted to so many other things that they do no¢
learn reading, writing and arithmetio as well as
they should. But in the secondary schools and
the universities there {s an enormous multiplics
tion of studies and of separate courses of study,
designed for the varying wants of the pupils,
with reference to the varied vocations they ex=
pect to enter. The tendency is strongly to the
practical side, and scientific and technelogical
studies are greatly in faver.

As to the time taken for publie education. This
tendency to specialize at school with reference
to what the pupil expects to do to earn a living
is accompanied with another pecullarity—a
haste, once almost a craze, to get out of se
and get to work at one's lifa business at the
earliest practicable moment. Nowhere else has
there been the like feverish anxfety to keep the
studies of the secondary schools or of the uni=
versities within such a range that the pupil may
think he has received a liberal education, but
through it in fewer years than formeriy. H¢
even tries now to complete the usual colleg®
course In three years, instead of the traditional
four; and would like the course in the profess
sional school for a dector or lawyer to be two
Years instead of three or more. In fact, he often
begrudges every month between the primary
school and the entry on his business or profess
sion, and fears that those taking still less time
than himself for liberal studies will get ahead
of him in the race of life

A3 to women. In all the public schools, pri=
mary and secondary, there are apt to be &8
many girls as boys. In the colleges and unle
versities the proportion may bde s ller, but I
those supported by public taxation both sexes
are admitted on equal terms, as well as in many
others. It begins to be considered, howevef
that co-education is chiefly commended by it$
economy. A state university ecan, of coursé
educate such girls as seek its classes at lass cost
to the taxpayers than if a separate institutios
had to be built up for them and a sec
professors engaged. But aside fro:
coming to be thought in many quarters that bets
ter results may be had in separate institution®
Thus one of the richest and most independent
of the mew wuniversities, that of Chicago, en=
dowed by Mr. John D. Rockefellor, has just dé=
termined to admit only male students hereaften
Another, the Stanford University of Californiss
fs lUmiting the female students henceforth 1O

one-third or less of the entire number. Ther®
are, however. many well endowed and admirably
equipped colleges for women alons, sometimed
independent, sometimes affiliated with a

university like Harvard or Columbia; and the
number of women pursuing their education
through colleges and universities is al

large and rapidly tnereasing.
A final peculiarity of the Amerfcan ”ﬂ
may be noted;—the extraordinary readiness
rich men to found colleges and universities; to "‘
dow chairs In them or make to them gifts 68
libraries or museums, or to help on the
schools in a multitude of ways. Two Americal |
citlzens, hoth noted for other henefactions,
given $40.000000, say 8000000, o four -
cational enterprises alone, -Andrew Carnegi®
name honored for good reason in Dund
the Carnegle Institution for Original RP«O". 3
and to a fund for pensloning college prol ssordh
John D. Rockefeller to the Chicago Uni
and to the General Education Board. ARd
Leland Stanford, gave what promises, when
estate is fully settled, to amount from
G000 to $40.000,000 (say £7.000000 to 8 his
for the university founded in memory “.‘
lost son. Ezra Cornell founded, nnanr?‘l-“
to and solleited for the university in
New York which bears his name t‘i!l ut?\o‘;
property and endowment amounting
£12,000.000 or more. Matthew Vassar, & brewi
founded the first college for women in Al
at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., and gave and 3ec
for it $2.500.000, say 500000, To call the
roll of similar benefactions would exhaust
time and patience. In ten years the
universities, colleges and schools of techn
in_the United States amounted to $115
The tide was s ;
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