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BRITISIHI ENVOYS.

Sir Mortimer Durand, Predecessors

and Drobable Successor.

Considering the peculiar relations that exist
between the United States and Great Britain,
and the extraordinary comj lexity of the ques- |

continually cropy up between
the post of British Ambassa-
well be regazded as the

tlons that
the two nations

dor at Washinzton may

service

most im ofli in th» diplomatic

of Kinz vrd.  Tte inenmbent is required to
fulfil the duties of his mis=sion in such a man-
ner as to progote harmeny and good will with
the government and people to whom he is ac-
credited ithout. howev saerificing any of
the inter:st onfidlcd to his care to execute
the instrnctions ree ived from his London eh'ef
the Sceretary f State for F rr'g Aff i s
and to satisfy thowe British co’ ni®s wh'ch
by rcason hie pro United
States are bounld to b i {1 time to tinx
fnvolved in conirovorsie vith the latter. This
18 never an easy maiter; for sometimes the in-
teres's of the coloni those of the
mother countr 1
nies put Torward pretens

the Un 1
ment in Kngland
dorse ‘nd
Washingtor
being i

Ameri
ing neglected to
issues which i

wth the
most th
administr: the
whether popular the co 1
be contented at the expense of American good

, confrontir

1=

juest

ntiment in

previous embassy to Cabul, under the 11 fated
Sir I i= Cavagnari, had succumbed to Afghan
‘ fanati being massacred to the last man.
Yet i » of this Sir Mortimer refused to ac-
b Dt litary escort, preferring to depend on
the horor of a ruler whose Moslem creed taught
him that ro faith need be kept with a Christian.
“Confidence begets confidence. Trusting his
CH ; and that of his mission to my care, I

tiation.”
I

| have protected him
| the Afghan sovereign, Abdur Rahman, the most
| * . .

irum.-.rk;\l-iy Ameer of his line, and the opinion

Mortimer's perilous mission to Cabul In the pre-
vious year, and spoke with emphasis of “the
admirable qualities of tact, patience and sin-
cerity which he had displayed In so conspicuous
a degree throughout an extremely delicate nego-
These are eminently the virtues of an
ambassador, and precisely those that were most
calculated to earn for Sir Mortimer among
Americans the friendly confidence enjoyed by
his two predecessors, Lord Pauncefote and Sir

Michael Herbert. Then, too, there Is nothing
that appeals <o much to the American
people  and to the Englicsh speaking race

in general, as the virtue of courage, and of this
Sir Mortimer has given several notable mani-
fe the distinction, unique

1tions, enjoyving
amonz England’'s ambassadors abroad, of hav-
ing been “mentioned in the dizpatches”™ for *“con-
gallantry under fire” when
Oeneral Sir Charles Macgregor to re-apture the
British guns at the battle of Shorpur. He like-
took part in the historic marech from Cabul
Candahar as the political member of the
staff of Lord Roberts, and at the request of the
lI2tter r ived. although a civilian, the military
ti n conferred by Quren Victorta for that

id feat in the history of India. Still more

was the pluck which ke displayed in

tinn with that mission to
successful fulfilm-nt of which was
l.ord Lansdowne as above described
the vilceroyalty of India. The

spicuons assisting

wise

to

subsequent

ng

" These were the words of

THE MEAGRE EXISTING EXCAVATIONS AT HERCULA!

which he expressed of Durand was to the ' w
fect that he was “a very clever statesman™ .
It was also known when Sir Mortimer calics
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1
importance of retaining the |
regarded as superior to all other |

consideration It is this tha per the post
of British Aml idor at Washington so diffi-
ult a one to i nly n of altogether
exceptional qualitie that e¢an be sclected for
‘.
Mortimer Durand |

legr ind his announ e
ner t L t rvi
1 t‘ v v
mpl 1 f
year
f w1 T I
the cour t
of
to their daught
must 1.
warm fricr have made here. A
little ove I « years have elapsed since Sir
Mortimer i ! in Armerica, the first envoy of
the loftie rank in the diplomatic service who
had filled the « I & full fledged ambassador |

in & European capital before being appointed to
the United State d who regarded his trans-
fer from a first embassy abroad to Wash-
ington in the izhly prized promotion
He had been chosen f he post by Lord lLans-
downie then head of the Foreign Office in
Dow! had learned to appre-
fate \ Vo« India Indeed
in the b which Lord Lansdowne
delivered at Calcutta, in January, 1804, just be

fore leaving India, he dcalt largely with Sir

—
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here that he had first won fame out In Indla m:
his services on the northern border line of § r
Indian Empire, where he developd marvellaar
{ skill in the management of the turbulent triken
i of the mountains that may be said to buttraer
the frontier. There he b.came versed ™ {
endless Intricacles of Russian intrigue amogw
the semi-barbarous races and princes of AIp;
and won the good will of the authorities of C» ¢
cutta by acomplishing results without
ble or noise. It was this, iIndeed that
his belng summoned to Calcutta, where
acting for a time as private secretary
Viceroy, Lord Lytton (known in lit
“Owen Meredith™), he was advanc
all !mportant post of Foreizm Secrs
the Indian Gevernment, which control
! latter’s wonderfully organized secret
both within and beyond the Indian fronth
in Asia, maintaining duly accredited
at the courts of all the feu

e
tro. §

dal rulers

dustan as well as in Central Asia n
Calcutta Foreign Office he was in oy
His work was without noise or pretence, g

tient, flexible, and, while marked by bre
view, yet never neglectful of details. oreow,
he managed to keep peace along the border.g
restrain the

too impetuous soldiers who

Central Asia may be brought under Englist

fluence by a dash from Peshawur, acquired
confidence of a home gove
real knowledge of the questions to whith it te
to give definite answers in Parliament, and ku:
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