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becsuse of the inefficiency of the stage manage-
ment It was 94 o'clock before the first act
came 1o & conclusion. TUnder the circumstances
much was perfonable; indeed, the wonder of It
1o those who have been observing the development
of the enterprise was that there should have heen
s performance «t all. Much was expected of Sig-
por Boncl, and he gave much, though perhaps not
tn the kind many had hoped for. Comparisons
sre unavoidable, but those who are seeking for
the highest piessures that may be found in the
sing'ng of men will prodably ge to hear Signor
ne sensuous charm of his voice, and
for an exemplification of much finer
In nearly all the things which enter
into the art of wvocalization he is Iincomparably
finer thar rival at the Metropolitan Opera
Hopse. lis tones are impeccably pure, his com-
mand f breath perfect, his enunciation unrivalled
Yy auy singer now before the local public, his
phrasing alsc is sense of proportion, symmetry,
repose, exguisite. The volce is a pure tenor, with
a tinge of that pallid guality frem a love of which

hat
that

nis

we have been weaned by the tenors who have
won our favor since Campanini was with us, but it
hes & fine nobility in the highest register, and in all
s phases it is as completely under his command as
are the keys of (he pianoforte under the diabolically
fagenions fingers of Rosenthal. He achieved a
trigmph, but not such a one s he would have had
had the obstreperous persons who had come to

turn the occasion inte & “halcyon and wvociferous™
one not expended so much of their energy in an
obviously mistaken greeting of Signor Aficona, who
tock his place (though in thelr despite) as the best

©f local barytones in the style exacted by the
»

lugubrious eld opera.
And 80 New York is launched again into a war

! opera houses and opera singers. It will be a
MYy one, thon

igh 1t may not stir soclety as did
n one hundred and seventy-five
between Mr. Haadel's forces at the
in the Haymerket and the opera

Eritannica” at the theatre in
Inn Flelds.
" We mayr have a factien which will fight under
the banner of Caruso anéd one which will rally

around the orif

mme of Bonel, but we shall proba-

Y¥ be spared the spectacle which London once
:m'“"f- when (‘ugzon{ and Faustina, who had

vided fan ! to 1t woth and nafl in public.
That spirit §; plly past, and will probably never
Toturn, even if the cld school Italian opera comes

W0 vogue again

.::e"h; operatic annals of New York, rivalry be-
o =2 houses began within twenty years after the
“allan opera had first been heard in the city. In
4 Perdinand Palmo, a fashionable restaurateur,

D ol -, . 2 o
e Delmonico of his day, opened Palmo's Opera
h"l_ e Was the second theatre designed for
UTie performances that had been bullt in the city,

the firmr being ihe ltalian Opera House, at Church
58 lecnard strects, for which Lorenzo da Ponte,

“8® Ubrettist, had ralsed the money. The
:!ﬂmu of the interior decorations of the play-
= -:Il 4 new thing tn the country. There was

Te tier of boxes which were draped with
Tmson silk. The floors were carpeted, and the
%ofas and stalis in what had used to be called the
R, but was now de nominated the parterre, were
Wholstere, In blue damask. The dome was deco-
"Mled Wit pictures of the Muses, and the walls,

like the dome, wer painted by artists brought from
ey for the purposa. Of this sumptuous home
Py Opera Look possession in November, 1833,
W.‘:n.g enterprise endured for two seasons, both

fem financial fajiures. Then the opera
tional Theatre, was given over to

P royed by five in 184, Two years
et lul;‘-m" opened his house, which was anything
3 Urious. 7t was in Chambers street, between

Other :‘:’_ and Centre, and the building had served

- ue;‘ff'h**-?wzf»-se heing (rn.nsfu:ym-d into a
Provigeq '-‘ .:.mrd benches were all that had been
g or the accommodation of the audience,

Wose whoss 1astes were inclined to greater
‘b‘.v:': laxury had te provide cushions for
Paime

Wes Lis own manager. The first season
fourse, but shipwreck came before the end
The first performance took place
544, the opera being that which

re

Which had never been heard before
though it was already ten years old.
© conditions of the time may be imag-
W announcements made on the house
" o hjg"—n'.“ of admission wes $l o all pams
twy ptofm Y’Q orchestra consisted of “‘thirty-
o v ‘:-eurl ; after the performance a large
O be run up Broadway as far as €2d street

ul“ Scoommodation of the theatre's uptown

.:h:"or.u season began In November, 1844, and
G, e under vacious vicissitudes until January,
Sy lum'hl Borghese, the prima donna, came
e © g her aria, but 1he iustruments in the
4 remiained dumb—the musicians had gone

w
» IW for arrears of pay. Borghese raved,
:u“ﬁted to the box office, but a sheriff had
™ il the money u the till. The season was

ver; .

“ Pllnn-t fortune was gone; he went back to
or a lvelthood entuall

- g - and ev y died

charity. ‘Iwombutuuuw,.

factor in the solution of the problem set before

the people last night H E K

| The book, by Charles H. E. Brookfleld and Cosmo

SOCIETY AT THE OPERAS._?

Rival operas last night aivided the attention of
the fashicnmable set, and, while there was no de-

cline in the brilliancy of the house at the Metro- |

politan, which is always at its best on Monday
nights, soclety was extensively represented at the

| stantly recalled. Among the minor members of the

Manhattan, where its members had an opportunity |

of comparing Bonc! In “I Puritan!” with the per-
formances lest week of his fellow tenor, Caruso.

At tha Metropolitan the boxes of the parterre
row were filled by the regular Monday nighters and
their friends, among those present being Mr. and
Mrs. W. K. Vanderbflt, sr., Mr. and Mrs. W. K.
Vanderbilt, r., Mrs. Harry Payne Whitney, Mrs
Payne Whitney and Mlss Dorothy Whitney, Mp
and Mrs. August Belmont, General and Mrs. Liovd
§. Bryce, Mr. and Mrs. George Jay Gould, Mrs. Og-
den Goelet, Mra. Charles Steele, Mrs. Ogden Mills
and Miss Beatrice and Miss Gladys Mills, Mr. spd
Mrs. John E. Parsons, Mrs. Richard Gambrill,
Nr. and Mrs. Thomas Hitcheock, Mrs. George F
Baker and Mr. and Mre. W. Goadby Toew, Mr.
and Mrs. E. Francis Hyvde, Mr. and Mrs. R. T. Wil-
eon, Mr. and Mrs. Wiliam D. Sioane, Mr. and Mrs.
¥. R. Thomas, Miss Mabel Gerry, Mr. and Mrs.
£. H. P. Pell, Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Alexander
and Henry T. Sloane

Theatrical premidres always offer an attraction
to the fashionable set. But the premitre of a new
opera house, such as the Manhattan, which has been

| filled a trying part and Miss Bessie Claytop per-

brought into existence with the avowed purpose of |

competing with the Metropolitan for popular fa-
vor, naturally aroused even more than ordinary in-
terest in the modish world. The latter was to
be found last night in large numbers allke in the
boxes and the orchestra seats, among those pres-

ent being Mr. and Mrs. Pembroke Jones, Mr. and

Mrs. George R Sheldon, Mr. and Mrs. Willlam A. | p o n. snthony H. Evans and the Rev. Dr. Will-

Perry, Dr. and Mrs, Clarence C. Rice, Dr, and Mrs,
Holbrook Curtis, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Gould Jen
nings, Mr. and Mrs. B H. Weatherbee, Mrs. Clark
Potter Read and Miss May Weatherhee, ex-Lieu-
tenant Governor and Mrs, Timothy L. Woodruf,
Mr and Mrs. Harry Harkness Flagler, Mr. and
Mrs. Walter Damrosch, Mrs. Daniel Butterfield, ex-
Commodore and Mrs. Frederick G. Bourne lnd' the
Misses Bourne, James Cutting, Creighton Webb,
Elllot Gregory, Gordon Fellowes and James B,

Townsend.

HERR OSCAR WORN OUT.

But He Forgets His Toothache
W hen Hailed as an I'mpresario.

At 4.20 o'clock yesterday afternoon Oscar Ham-
merstein got his license for the Manhattan Opera
House, went to a hotel and dropped asleep ex
hausted. At 8:30 the curtaln rose on “I Puritanl.”
At 9:40 o'clock the curtain sank after the first
act, and Oscar Hammersteln, clad In rv:*!\.%ng
clothes and white gloves—it was a memorable
night!-—was dragged forth by his singers to re-
spond to the applause. Mr. Hammerstein forgot
his toothache, with which he has suffered for two
deys, and smiled a great smiie. His promlise to
open his opera house on December 3 had been real-
ized, and he was an !mpresario at last.

To say that the Manhattan Opera House was |

completely ready for oeccupancy. however, would
be to exaggerate. The ecrowd which stormed the
house would have taxed the resources of an old
establishment, and when it is consi lared that the
last of Mr. Hammerstein's seats were not in till

time last evening one can reallze the
of the green ushers. There was o
ble with carriages. The dstall of the traffio
up Eighth
corner of

supper
task
trou
squad sent all of them around north
avenue, and so in line round the
3ith street to the entrance. Eighth avenue is
so wide that they formed there Iin double
line and discharged smoothly. But there were not
enough doorkeepers provided to let the audience
into the house, and the erush at the heads of the
aisles was tremendous. The huge theatra was sold
out long before the curtain rose; the audience stood
ten deep down stalrs, and wege equally jammed
up in the three galleries. Whatever happens here-
after, the Manhattan Opera House will have had
one big audience. Some of this audience found that
their seat
geats—an unfortunate result of the rush to get the
chairs put in. Bpt such slips as this will be cor-
rected before Wednesday.

It was a mad rush to get the house open at all
last night. A steam pipe burst Sunday night, and
until it was repaired the license was held up.

Mr. Hammerstein himself had a tooth pulled yeas-
terday morning, to - add to his troubles, and when
nighy came was & wreck. But after his recep-
tion at the d of the first act his spirits visibly
rose, and he gave out 1o reporters the following
statement, looking, as he says he %elt, “curtously
apathetic'':

' am satisfied there th-
ing ',l::r.l ‘.:,b.‘h:li Th?Munh;uum «“y;,:?;?}?:u,:,.
represents the b‘l‘!-l achievement of my l!ife In

ot. 1 am to judge by the reception
:}'e&mmmhfmqwm

coupons Were net represented by any |

| school ¢

Hamilton, d@id not depart from the love-with-happy-
end theme customary with musical comedles. The
musle, by Leslle Stuart, author of “Florodora,” was
vigorously applauded, and encores wers demanded
every number. Miss Irene Bentley, Miss
Christle MacDonald, with Van Rensselaer Wheeler
and Richard F. Carroll, the principals, were con-

from

cast Miss Alice Knowlton received generous ap-
plause,

There were some dances that seamed to take well
with the crowd. Throughout the plece were several

entertaining numbers. Mlss Jennle Ople acceptably

formed geveral vigorous dances that had to be rs-
peated before the audlence was satisfled.

In a song calledy;“Why Do They Call Me a
Gil Girl a line, which sounded llke *““What
{s the matter with Mr. Thmsen?" *“brotght down"
the house, which demanded about a dozen repet!-
As the last act was ending a front drop
e entangled with the curtain as it was
about to fall and the audience was treated to an
unexpected bit of comedy by the spectacle of stage
hands rushing among the performers and fran-
tically poking the drop with long border poles In
an effort to release it

RAPS THE PRESBYTERY.

Dr. Richards Calls Its Methods

Antiquated at Annual Dinner.

The annual dinner of the Presbyterian Union, of
New York, was held last night at the Hotel Savoy.
Covers were set for 250 guests. President Henry T.
Bronson presided The speakers were the Rev. Dr.
Hunter Corbett, the Rev. Dr. Ira Dandrith, the

fam R. Richards. Others at the main table were
Willts B. Lougee, the Rev. Dr. Willlam H. Roberts,

Rush Taggart and Colonel John J. McCook.
“The American Presbyterfan Church” was the
theme of the eve ., and the Rev. Dr. Corbett.

the first speaker, who was a missionary in China
for forty-three years, told of “Its Mission in Lands
Across the

Sea.” He described mission work In
n and Corea. .

Dr andrith discussed the Church's mission in !
the homeland. He told of the removal of doctrinal
barriers and the good that would follow the union
with the Cumberlaad Church.

Telling of the Church’'s mission in this state, Dr.
Evans, among other things, said:

First of all, it 1s the mission of the Presbyterian
Church to supply spiritual irstruction to all of the
people. The supreme task is to bring them to the

nowledge of God. If the Church does not present
the Christ the people will have no knowledge of
Him. A returned missionary from China was re-
cently asked what was the greatest change he
noticed here after his twenty years In China, and
he replied, “the decadence of religion in the fam- |
fly."

Discussing the mission of the Church in this
city, Dr. Richerds told ef the graat growth of the
metropolis, and of the difficulties of solving the
transportation problem. He sald in part:

Can you !magine the transportation of this great
population to the Celestial City. We can boast of

the Presbyterian Church and {its great achleve-
ments, but if {ts work was carried forward in an

| antiquated fashion the people could not be moved

and wguld soon starve. Suppose a great war was
earried on after the fashion of the Presbytery of
Naw York. I am not speaking of the character of

those who compose it, but of the Institution which
wakes up only monthly and the General Assembly
which meets yearly. would make the moderator
of the Presbytery an executive. We need some
kind of an organization tiat possesses authority.
The moderator should be the real executive of the
Presbyterian Church. The reason why the Pres-
pyterian missions in foreign lands have been 80 suc-
cesstui is because they were not conducted on the
lines of the Presbyterian Church at all. The mod-
erator should not only be the presiding officer, but
the executive of all the churches in the Presoytery.
He should have a lurfe counci! elected by the Pres-
bytery and not appolnted by its head.

e —————
“«MAM'SELLE SALLIE" MOVES.

«Mam'selle Sallle,” after a successful week at |
the Grand Opera House, has moved to the New
York Theatre, where it was greeted by a 1|
audience last nignt. arge

—_—

HONORS MRS. AND MISS JACKSON.

Constantinopie, Dec. 3.—It was officially an-
pounced to-day that the Sultan had bestowed the
Shefakat Order on Mrs, and Miss Jackson, wife
ter of John B. Jackson, American Min-
Montenegro and Servia.
——————————_—

FUNERAL OF ELISHA DYER.

jence, Dec. 3.—State and city oflicials, civic
rernal organizations, private citizens, mer-
university students and public and private
hildren joined to-day in paying tributs to
» Mayor Elisha Dyer, former Governor of

:I,m l,:::l‘, The funeral was held at St. Stephen's
‘:‘,ls .ch. 'The State House and nearly every public
Hanee. ‘e city wers closed, and .many fac-

pupding «d business houses puspended operations.
'(?‘: "',,.mmry dlsplay was a feature of the exer-
dees The Rev. George McClellan Flske, pastor
8. . fMclated, assisted Bishop Will-

b;
f the church, ©
?un l{l. Me Vickar, of the diocese Jﬂhodo Island. |

There was ne eulogy.

and daugh
{ster 1o (3reece,

Frovic
and fra
chants,

littoral from Texas to Maine, with the possible
exception of Louisiana. Indiana, an inland state,
was represented by Hugh H. Hanna. Among
those who were present aside from those at the
speakers’ table were the Rev. Dr. Paul Froth-
ingham, formerly pastor of the Arlington Street
Unitarian Church, of Boston; Mr. and Mrs. J.
G. Phelps Stokes, Robert Treat Paine, John D.
Rockefeller, jr., George F. Seward, J. E. Cham-
berlain, Dr. and Mrs. E R. L. Gould, Mr. and Mrs,
R. C. E. Brown, Anson Phelps Stokes, jr., Frank
L. Babbott, Dr. and Mrs. Wallace Butterick, Dr.
James W. Cooper, the Rev. Percy S. Grant, Mr.
and Mrs. Hammond Lamont, Mrsand -  Mrs.
George McAneny, Dr. and Mrs. W. H. Maxwell,
the Rev. and Mrs. Edwin Knox Mitchell, Mr.
and Mrs. Starr J. Murphy, Mr. and Mrs. Rollo
Ogden, George A. Plimpton, Dr. and Mrs. James
E. Russell, the Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Wilton Merle
Smith, Willlam Jay Schieffelln, President and
Mrs. James M. Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. Oswald G.
Villard, Mr. and Mrs. James Wood, Mrs. W. H.
Schieffelin, Dr. and Mrs. Robert Abbe, Ernest
Hamlin Abbott, Grosvenor H. Backus, Mr. and
Mrs Stephen Baker, Dr. Chariles Baskerville,
Edward Cary, Dr. L. T. Chamberiain, Arthur
T. J. Crandall, Dr. and Mrs. G. S. Dickerman,
Mr. and Mrs. F. N. Doubleday, Dr. Samuel Mec-
Cune Lindsey, Dr. Willlam MecDeonald. Mr. and
Mrs. V. Everit Macy, jr., Dr. and Mrs. John
W. Meigs and Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Thorp.

Mr, Page, in introducing the speakers, spoke
of the gathering as one of Mr. Ogden's specials,
but one which they must run themselves. Dr.
Peabody, the first speaker, then said, in response
to the toast, “Excursions Into Ennobling Ex-
periences':

We all have bheen exhllarated and exalted by
these excursions made poesible by Mr. Ogden.
Yet it 1s not easy to define this exaltation. We
saw new things, we met new friends, yvet these
alone could not explain the uplift on our return.
It was not alone because we saw new lands, but
that we entered into new tracts of experience.
We did not only enter into states new to us, but
into American idealism. Mr. Ogden showed us
the way not only into new countries, but into
new faith, and showed to us the charm of nobler
living—the way out of sordidness and commer-
cialism into a higher plane of thought and ex-
istence. ~

Never as at the present time has there been
such industrialism, such prodigality of industry.
This has given us a great question to answer:
Are the things seen going to cut out the things
unseeable? A German economist has said of us:

“Americans from the oldest to the youngest
hur! themselves into the race for power. Lifa (s
to them all husiness—all win or lose, It is a

land with energy, but without love.”
Ruskin also criticised our unrest. We must

' not run away from industrialism, but convert it

The nation must turn this ingenuity, this sagac-
ity and this industry in material things to the
discovery of those ideals on which, in perpetuity,
the nation must rest. We see even now In the
South the tramslation of our industrialism into
social honor and idealism. Behind the spirit of
our commercialism lles the spirit of idealism.

Then Mr. Page presented the testimonial
tablet to Mr. Ogden. Mr. Ogden was taken
completely by surprise, as he did not know that
the gift had been planned for him, and his eyes
filled with tears as he rose to respond. He
said, in part: .

Dear, Good Friends: It is a very inexperienced
youth who now stands before you—ona barely
come of age. I came here to-night with many
min&led feelings, but perhaps the largest feeling
of them all was one of gratitude to be among
you, to hear your testimonials of good will
Thera are perhaps many things I want to say
that I would say but that under the surprise of
the occasion, under the keen spur of this mo-
ment, I find my ability all too incomplete.

Then, too, I am most grateful to Dr. Peabody
for lifting this occasifon out of mere feeling of
personality Into the sphere of higher thought
that goes to make enduring all our friendships.

But I must say a personal word. I have been
g0 fortunately situated that from last June to
December I have been giving constant thanks
to my friends for their kindnesses and regard.

| It has been in truth a jubllee year to me, and

my life has been made rich by it. Out of the
associations by which we have been led, out of
the causes which have led into our present
service, have come ties stronger than those of
mere personal regard.

Into this gathering you have all come with
faith {n democ: th a bellef that intelli-
gence and conscience are the samse in their help
in the solving of the problem of the natlon. As
ten men might havae saved Sodom, so it would
seem that any ten of you might save the nation.
But it needs more than ten of you to do this
greas task; it depends upon the faith you have
shown to-night in the great democracy of the
unknown, those who are nameless, but working
for the same great cause. It needs the faith in
the brotherhood of man, as shown in the parable
of the Good tan, and faith In the father-
hood of God, as shown in the parable of the
Prodigal Son. With this faith the whole coun-
try will go forward and work for those tdegls
which always have been present in our civili-

zation.
By this greeting to-night I know that I havs

er—————
NEW FARCE FOR IRVING PLACE.

At the Irving Place Theatre Mr. Conried’'s com-
pany will produce Johann Nestroy’s farce, "Der

cast for the principal part, and others in the cast

will he Miss Reimann, Miss von Wagern, Max

Iﬁlaebzlmeler. Franz Kierschner, Willy Frey and Max
el

B ——
NEW CHAIR AT COLUMBIA.

It was announced at a meeting of the trustees of
Columbia University yesterday that funds had been
provided by gift sufficient to permit the establish-
ment of the chair of social legisiation and that Dr.
Samuel McCune Lindsay, professor of soclology in
the University of Pem%ml& would occupy the
chalr in the fall of 1907. ith Professor Edward T.
Devine, groteuor of social economics, he repre-
sent at Columbia, the school of philanthropy under
the direction of the United \.'lurluu

- e

MAY BUILD BIG BRONX THEATRE.

L. Napoleon Levy has bought a plot, 104 by 130
feet, on the west side of Third avenue, betwesn
177th and 178th streets, from Eenjamin P. Gilbert
With this purchase Mr. Levy now has a plot 0
by 26 feet. He s considering plans for the bufld-

ing of a theatre at one end of the premises and a
department store at the other.

WHAT IS GOING ON TO-DAY.

Meeting of the United Daughters of the Confederacy.
Hote] Astor, 10:30 a. m.

lnungotmomnrddmnmudm%m
School for Crippled Chtidren, No. 471 West street,
10:30 3. m.

Hamilton W, Mable on *“Life and Art™ for
Political Education, No. 23 West 44th street,
Christmas exhibit and sale of the Woman's Am
of New York Pen and Brush Club, No, 30 West

street, all day.
Iutm-‘) of National Californis Club, Waiderf-Astorts,
2:80 p m.

Maeting of the Women's Health Protective
the Academy of Medicine, 2:30 p. m.

Mesting of the
Astoria, afterncon.

Reception of board of
Ald Association, Happy S:;
avenue, 8 to § p. m.

Dinner of the Brock!yn League Club for the new jus-
tices of the Supreme Court in
speaicers, Joseph H. Choate, Timetay L.
others, at the Assembly, in Brooklym,

Lecture by Professor Charles Zueblin en *“Pacific Coast
Citles'* (illustrated), at the Pecpie’'s Instituts, Cooper
Unicn, 8 p. m.

Meeting of the Umited Hebrsw Charities Soc! at the

of the
House, No.

Hebrew Charities Buliding. 2ist streeg Second
avenus, 8:15 p, m.

Meeting of the New York Historical Soclety the hall of
the society, Second avenue and 1ith st., 8:30 p. m,

PROMINENT ARRIVALS AT THE HOTELS

ALBEMARLE—Joseph Lee, United States Minis-
ter to iZcuador; J. Kemp e -
ward Pok, Philadalphia; P. Lorillard, Tuxedo.
BRESLIN—Stephen ecatur, Jjr., T Masas,
PUCKINGH —Guillo Riee: ice-Consul
Naples. FIFT AVENUE—-Thomas B. Neeley,
Bishop of Buenos Tes. gRAND—-L tain W. N.
Bumside, U. 8. A. HO AN-F, Cham!
Florida; G. . Wilmer, i
Derby, Chicago; R. €. Bryan, ichmond; Joseph
E. Venable, Petersburg, Va.; A H Sto Bloom-
ington, Ili.; Tom O. Jay, e, Wyo. AJES-
TIC—Count and Countess de Cisneros. ..AD T-
TAN—E. L. I‘)&er New Orleans; D. M
Detroit. PA VENUB-B General
Henry L. Abbett, U. B. A. (re 3 OTT—

president of the Univer-

Dr. Edwin A. Aldernan
sity of Virginia; Canon Venn and Mrs. Vemn, Dal-
mer, England.

————

THE WEATHER REPORT.
Official Record and F st.
—An atmospheric disturbance of considerabdls
is passing off to sea over the New England
has caused high northwest winds in the
along the New England coast, and
England and New York. An area of
ts rapidly following this disturtance
fall tn temperature In New
tion of the Middie Atlanti
day and Wisdnesda
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afternoon; on the S
on the Gldf ccast
fresh northwest, shi
up|
teamers depal

bave fresh porthwest winds anl talr

trom the Weather n the

temperature for the last twenty-four hours in com-~

Zerrissene,” to-morrow evening. Mile. Thaler is |

& m |

Asscciation &t
Daughters of the Empire State, Walders-
Mothers'
Second

the Becond District; |
W

POSTAL INFORMATION, RE-
GARDING INCOMING AND
OUTGOING MAILS, WILL BE
| FOUND WITH THE SHIPPING
NEWS ON PAGE 8. .
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