
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick W. 'Var.(Jeri>ni b»ve r^
turned to totv-n from Newport.

. Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Roberta have been D!ace4in mourning by the death in London of their Urn!girl, two years old. who had been very delicausince her birth. «-\u25a0*•

The marriage in London of Walter 3perc»r Jfn^gan Bums, son of the late Walter H. Buna asinephew of J. Pierpont Morgan, to Miss E»eir»Cavendish BenUnck. youngest daughter of Mr andMrs. Pierre Lorlllard will also be at Waania«oathis winter, where they have taken a house.
Miss Katherlne Van Rensselaer Fairfax came outyesterday afternoon at a reception given by hermother, Mrs. Hamilton R. Fairfax, at her bouse.In Madison avenue. Miss Lucy Roosevelt Miss'Harriet Alexander and Miss Grace Tracy whohave all three conn out this winter. were lacladadIn tho receiving party. Mra. Fairfax will gi,adance for her daughter at Sherry's on January &

Mrs. William V/Ulet McAlpln gave % recepias)
yesterday afternoon for the debut of her daughter
Miss Adelaide McAlpin. at her house. In Ea«t «t>j
street. The reception was followed by a dinner
and an informal dance, and amors? those present
were Miss Beatrice Carpenter. Miss Gladys R >
bins. Mlaa Rosalie de Forest. Mls3 Beatrice anl
Miss Jane Gardiner. Miss Elsie Merrill. Mls«Beatrice Barclay and Mlaa Dorothy Harvey.

Mrs. George Baylies Sanford gave a receptfca
yesterday afternoon at her house, in East Eat
street, for the debut of her daughter. Miss El«^Blodgst Sanford. The debutante was assisted areceiving by Miss Antoinette Heckscher. M!»v
Marion Stevenson. Miss Alice Aadreton, Miss Mar?Hazard. Miss Gracn Remsen Henry, Miss 3ophn
Whe*ler. el Philadelphia; Miss Elizabeth TT.Stevens and Miss Pauline Boulton. The reception
waa followed by a dinner, to which a few yotasa
men were Invited.

Another debutante reception of yeater<!aT waj
that given by Mrs. Samuel C. Van Dusen. far Setdaughter. Miss Elizabeth Breese Van Dusen. at hei
house. In East 2Sth street. In the receiving partj
were the debutante's younger sister. Miss Haler
Van Dusen, Miss Mary and Miss Alice Flapatrtc^
daughters of the Chief Justice of Canada: M!s»
Louise Taft. niece of Secretary Tart; Miss Marias
Lindsay Lindsay, of Ottawa. Canada; Miss Emil?
Gilbert. Miss A. Keene. Miss Eleanor Whlppla and
Miss Dorothy McAlpln. The reception was follow*!
by a dinner and an Informal dance and a r.irp«r.
Mrs. Van Duaen will give a dinner on Wedassday
evening next for Miss Van Dusen. at her house, !u
East 33th street, and will afterward taka iei
guests to the Belasco Theatre.

ItimMa. Tho committee In charge of th» affat .
eludes narold B. Vanderbllt. J. 'Watson lT.'"•
M. Taylor Pyne. CDonnell r.s»lln. C.arenc* Op.,'
Gordon Auchlnclos* and 9eth r>. Plerr*j>on7 "

amons the patronesses are Mrs. Howard aUn«a^ 1

who Is aealn acting as secretary; Mrs. 'Arthii
Dodje. Mrs. P.. Fulton Cutting. Mr*,H Fair*
Osborn. Mrs. C. ODonnell Iseiln. Mrs. H«nrT**Langdon and Mrs. William Dougla3 Sloan*.

No date has as yet been set for the marrfa
M'.^s Emily Field, youngest daughter of jr-

**.
MM Bswasaal B. Field, to Frank Kenae**t

*
only son of the late Frank Driater and '«\u25a0*'*''
of Dr. Henry Drtsler. who was for many

i
' n̂n

dean of Columbia.
*

****»

Mr and Mrs. William K. Van<J»rblit. •-
\u0084--for Europe yesterday on board th« Kronprlni »i.1

helm. They willbe Joined at Southampton hr .v
Duchess of Marlborough. and will then nror'"*to the Mediterranean for a crutae or thr»« n^Ton the steam yacht Valiant. Mr. and Mr* Wmi

"*
K. Vanderbllt. «•.. willprobably sail for the ot^side early In January and Join th« party m ts,
cruise, which will take them to

-
Cairo

»\u25a0\u25a0»

Greet© and Constantinople. Mr and M
'

r
-

asshsi Vanderbllt. Mr. and Mrs Alfred O
"

VtT\u25a0Jerbllt and Mr. and Mrs. Reginald VaaderWt «also booked for Europe early la January.

Grace Church chantry was th. wctnm y-«t«r*»,afternoon of the wedding of Miss Mildred b!~idaughter of Poultney Billow, to .Va»Tw {£'
The bride wore a gown of whir* «at!a m_chine, trimmed with BaSS) arid a tulle t»11

'
carried a bouquet of pink roses, mi,.,!-. Jf*•prlj,of lUiea- of- valley. She wa.glv,a a^by her father. Poultney Bl«elow, and »v t"*72*.by mm Ethel Harnman, in a whits cloth £?,?!
bis brown velvet hat. trimmed with brown f-a^Tr.and a s*bl» muff, whll, from on, arm wa, *££a basket of mauve orchid.,. William Tttton waa hi.brother bent man, and th, ushers were Jona M>\lckar and Benjamin Tllton. After toe cer-mi"performed by the Rev. HugH Blrckhead. th«» «a reception giv.n by Mrs. J. Borden Harrtaio a!her house, m East *tb atreec Aooa^SoS?"ent were the bride', grandfather, tie Ho? ££Biselow: Mrs. James McVlckar. who Is a MimuJj
Mrs. Poultney Bl low; Mrs. Charles TracTwand Mrs Henry F. Dlnoocii. Mr. and Mrs. Kesm^Jaflray. MhM Ann Morgan. Aawlins Coia ae.^jT
ssss^r* M Joha Mccuuou'* £

Mr. and Mrs. George Vanderbil: will «p«a4 «,.
greater part of the. winter at Waanlcaron. waerlthey have rented a house for tfce season, air. andMrs. Pierre Lonllard wIU *-iQ be at Weshlar^this winter, where they have taken a house.

A WAY OUT IN FRAXCE.
A way out of the Stale ami Church difficulty

appears to have been opened in France, of
which many are hastening to make use. It will
be recalled that the French government last
week offered to let the Catholic priests and
their congregations go on undisturbed with the
free use of the churches provided they would
comply with the general law of ISSI. That
law, applicable to all public assemblages, sim-
ply requires two persons to lil» in advance
notice of the proposed meeting and therein to
assume for themselves, responsibility for Its
law-abiding character. Such notice Is required
for each individual meeting, but the govern-
ment, to facilitate matters, offered in the ease
of the churches to accept one such notice in
advance for all the meetings of a year Ht each
church, It was understood that the Vatican did
not approve this arrangement, and so few if
liny such notices were at first Bled. But tii<>
Statement from the Vatican on Friday removed
what seems to have i.ron \u25a0 misapprehension, de-
dariag directly that ''the Holy See is not op-
"posed to the making of applications under the
"law."

That open* IV way to ;it least the undis-
tarbed eoiit!ri<wiion of public worship and the
performance 6l pastoral functions by the clergy.
ItIs agreeable to observe thai layman In large
numbers are hastening to avail themselves, of
the opportunity, and it Is to he assumed they
will do m generally throughout the republic.
Th.> government persists In i;* sequestration
nnd control of the church buildings, but at
the same time it guarantee* that they shall
continue to be used for religious purposes,
and for no other. The government also appears
to i>c willing to continue, at any rate for nine
years to came, th" payment of .--tii^Mids to
those members of the clergy who am willing
to comply with th<» aw and to be regarded as
French . Itixeas. Of course, there are other dll
puted points in the situation, which will require
tactful consideration before a complete settle-
ment «-an be effected. But with the question
of continuing church services compromised and
the status of the clergy defined, the .tux of th«
cafe would M»em to have been passed.

Tiier" is the more ground for confidence in
a \u25a0factory settlement because of the known
dispositions of both partly to the dispute. The
Catholic Church is essentially a conservatlv.j

What Is, then, the real reason why capital does
uot go into increasing the facilities of the rail-
roads Inproportion to the public demand? Why
should the transportation of freight be In the
disorganized condition it is to-day? The present
condition contains a menace to our prosperity.
The fms movement of freight throughout the
country is necessary to industrial progress. De-
lay costs money. Interest charges, while mill-
lons of dollars' worth of goods are tied up await-
ing shipment, increase prices. Uncertainty when
shipments willhe delivered deters buyers. Per-
ishable goods are lost Seasonable goods losrj

their chance of pale In a thousand ways such
a freight congestion as exists In this country
now disturbs business conditions and Introduces
a dangerous element of uncertainty Into them.
Besides, we may read in the papers every day
of the actual suffering which it imposes upon the
people. Th» Northwest, with money in Its pock-
ets, is freezing for want of coal, because for
weeks, perhaps months, the railroads have larked
facilities to carry coal thither. There you have
the effect of the called "car shortage"' upon
on? of the necessaries of Ufa.

We read with satisfaction that the Interstate
Commerce Commission is about to Investigate
the subject. Itis a proper matter for its atten-
tion, and Investigation will be in the public inter-
est, for the business of this country has a right
to know why the much vaunted unregulated pri-
vate management of the railroads should have
permitted this deplorable situation to exist and
to increase from year to year. The Investigation
willgo into several phases of the question. Are
the railroads making the utmost use of the
facilities which they possess? Are all the cars
in use? Are cars allowed to remain empty In
yards or on sidetracks for an uudue length of
time? When loaded are they allowed to remain
too long before being hauled to their destination?
On arriving at. their destination do they stand
too long before being unloaded? These are ques-
tions of efficiency in management.

Another matter on which there is a Justifiable
amount of public curiosity, considering the his-
tory of railroads, is discrimination in manage-
ment. Do pom« industries or corporations have
no difficulty In gettlDg cars while others have?
Whose freight is refused and whose accepted?
Wh*»n cars reach their destination loaded and
crowd th» terminal yards, do some concerns en-
joy the right to take their own time about un-
loading them while the freight of the public Is
unshipped "for lack of cars"? Do private freight
cars In these days of crowded terminals and
sidings enjoy any special consideration?

But these are mere details. If all are an-
swered they will not account for the essential
difficulty,namely, that the railroad facilities for
handling goods do not Increase proportionally
with the growth of business. That is, as Mr.
HillIntimated, the vital question. We refuse to
believe that capital is afraid of railroad Im-
provements as an Investment We read of cap-
ital planning new lines and facing the opposition
of existing roads just as If there were not
enough business for present facilities, instead of
too much, as Mr. nil! <*ompla!n3 ;and of rail-
roads fined for giving rebates which are excused
on the ground that only so can they secure the
business necessary to their prosperity. We read
also of the "cutting of melons," of the division
of surpluses, of extra and unexpected dividends
coining to bless the grateful stockholder. Why.
then, is there no money for more cars, more
sidings, larger freight yards and Improved ter-
minals? Can Itbe that a situation something
like that whichmakes strap-hanging so attractive
to traction managers exists in the freight busi-
ness? Does Itpay better not to have adequate
facilities for the "rush" e^asnn In freight? Is
It more profitable to provide facilities which,
ordinary conditions tax and let tho crowded sea-
sons, the fines when "crops are moving" or
holiday goods are in transit, take care of them-
selves? Th/s Interstate Commerce Commission
will confer a great public benefit by throwing
Ngbt on this the vital and recurring question
which underlies the present temporary trouble
In shipping freight'?.

A "BUMB* BBAJ9OW IXFRBIQHTi

It will be recalled that a short time ago Mr.
Jawea J. Hill declared that freight congestion
was a problem of tremendous seriousness to the
country. It is commonly called a 'shortage of
cars." but, as Hr. Hill pointed out, it is really
h shortage af everything which goes to facilitate
the transportation of goods. Not only are there
not enough cars, but freight yards are not big
enough, terminals are not adequate, there are
not enough sidings and switches. In ten years
the railroads have only expanded SB per cent,

while the business of the country has increased
: cent Mr. Ilillsought to put the blame

of this condition upon tho taJk of government
ownership of stUroads, but. it st-oms to us, with
IfttlS) JsjstMcatkm, (lor capital will hardly bo
frightened by remote a risk as government
<v>nlocation.

tional principles-— in a word, new laws. And,
siuco pngfcsj is asYMMISjg, the need of new laws,

ar uf revision and amendment of old laws. Is
incessant. It is not t.» Ih' supj>osed. i>f course,
that Dr. Wilson meant literally that no new laws

should be made, that wo should now be content
with the laws of a generation nt'o. or even that
next year's needs should be sntlHfled with this
year's* provisions. But it Is well -to bear in
sjmd that, just as patriotism requires respect
for an enforcement of existing laws, so Htates-
imnf-hi[i requires legislation to keep pace with
il \u25a0 \u25a0 ntinuaMy advancing and expanding needs
Of the country.

.Y/7TT BATTLESHIP DESIGNS.
President Roosevelt is said to regard with

disfavor any attempt to build more powerful
war vessels than those of other nations, and
his views are likely to prevail. Nevertheless,
popular curiosity concerning the plans which
Secretary Bonaparte sent to Congress last week
is justifiable for several reasons. They are the
fruit of a year's study by naval experts in
this country, and a comparison is naturally
invited with the latest designs of other naval
powers. The primary battery of the proposed
battleship was to consist, like the Dread-
nought's, of ten 12-inch breechloaders. The
Batsuma will carry only four guns of that size,
the rest of her heavy ordnance having a calibre
of only 10 ruches.
Itwas reported from Washington that the

\u25a0broadside lire of the new American vessel would
be 2S per cent more powerful than that of "any
other now afloat or building." This statement
was evidently meant to apply to the Satsuma
as well as the Dreadnought, but as the public
does not yet know how the guns of the Jap-
anese battleship are to be arranged it was
obliged to accept a part of the announcement
on faith. Superiority over the Dreadnought
in at least one Important respect, however,
would be altogether feasible, if all of the
American battleship's gnus were mounted
In pairs along the central line of the vessel.
That course will be adopted with the Michi-
gan and the South Carolina, whose construction
has just been begun. Inasmuch as the Dread-
nought willcarry one pair of guns on each side,
nearly amidships, she can bring only right of
her ten to bear iv broadside- fire. The Michi-
gan and the South Carolina are to have only
eight guns each, but they can be used all at once
In broadside.

About the fore and aft fire of the proposed
battleship reports from the capital were silent
The Dreadnought can train sis guns directly
forward and six directly aft. The practica-
bility of duplicating thai performance would
depend on the relative height of tho turrets.
If thy central one were higher than those
next In front and next behind, and ifall three
were higher than the turrets at the bow and
Stem, tho result could be attained. This prin-
ciple was followed on the. Michigan and the
South Carolina, hut the feasibility of mounting
12 inch guns at two level* does not demonstrate
th" safety and expediency of mounting them
at three lovels. Ifour designers have devised a
satisfactory method of matching the fore and
aft fire of the Dreadnought, they have solved
an exceptionally difficult problem.

Though the secondary battery of a modern
battleship Is needed only to repel the attack
of torpedo boats, there seems to be a difference
of opinion aH to the size of guns best adapted

We confess for ourselves a strong predilection
for the Caucasian race, as also for the English
language, and for the American system of gov-
ernment. But there are other languages with
virtues and with claims to respect comparable
with those of the English. There are other gov-
ernments just ;is valid as our own and as
worthy of respect So there may be other races
as good as the Caucasian. At any rate, every
race nnd every tribe has a right to try to prove
that !t Is an good, and ifIt succeeds its success
should be ungrudgingly recognized. We would
give Japan a fair field and no favor In which
to show, if she can. her equality with Europe
and America; and In all these competition*? —of
governments, tongues or races

—
we would seek

to maintain our own supremacy, not by prevent-
ing others from rl«lng. but by ourselves rising
higher.

Nor Is there any mere reason or justice in
the contention that the arrogance, preten-

sions and aggressions of Japan must be
checked for the good of the world and that
Europe nnii America must unite to crush this
troubler of the race. For in what do Japan's
arrogancea ptetensions and aggressions consist?
Merely in claiming to be the peer In natural
right of any other nation and In proving prac-
tically tbat she is. is it arrogance for the Jap-
anese to practise In their military campaigns
such perfect sanitation as no other country has
ever approximated to? Is it pretension for
Japan to have 07.16 per cent of her boys and
91.16 per cpnt of her girls In school? Is it an
intolerable aggression f«n- Japan to open freely
to all the. w«frld the doors of Eastern commerce- -as America and England strove to do. but
strove in vain? What is this dreadful wrong
which Japan is perpetrating against the civil-
ized world? vvuat is the terrible menace which
the offers to »? welfare of the human race?

So far hs \u25a0 can ascertain, the root of Japan's
offending lie in this, tlr.it she Is making prog-
ress -moral. Intellectual and material

—
more

rapidly thnn ?orne other nations, nnd tbat she Is
vindicating her title to equality with others by
showing herself to be. in fact, their equal. That
Is all. And the outcry against her amounts
practically to a determination not to let her
become our equal- -nor, he it observed, by our-
pelves rising to a standard which Phe cannot
reach, but by forcibly holding hor back from a
standard which she can reach. A few genera-
tions ago in this country the education of Negro
slave? was forbidden, l<?t It Fhonli be Impossi-
ble longer to hold them In bondage. It Is a
similar spirit which would now seek forcibly to
hold Japan back from the heights she is attain-
ing, lest It should b*» impossible longer to treat
her as nn interior. There is nothing In Japan's
advance, save the elements which have marked
the advance of other nations. Japan is simply
dolne what other nations have done; and Ifshe
is doing it a -little better and a little more suc-
cessfully than they, that may be cause for their
huuilli.-ition, but It surely Is not Just ca.use for
condemning her.

The effort to create a "war scare*' between
America and Japan would be comical if it were
not either malicious or potentiaUj mischievous.
We are told that the Japanese are exceptionally
astute and farseeing, and ytt at the sumo time
are asked to believe that they are deliberately
seeking a conflict which every Intelligent man
knows would certainly be disastrous to them.
As for the tale of the two travellers and the
eternal friendship which they swore at a chance
meeting, it is quite eclipsed, in the reverse. For,
while it was undisputed a year ago that Japan
had nothing but the most grateful and affection-
ate feelings toward this country, we are now
assured that she has for us an Insatiable and
deadly hatred. There has, of course, been abso-
lutely nothing to cause such a change. A few
people on the Pacific Coast have acted unwisely
fljid discourteously, as we think, toward the
Japanese* but in so doing they have commanded
no sympathy from the nation at large; rather
have they incurred its earnest disapproval. And
yet we are invited to believe that one of these
old friends, after their unbroken intimacy and
confidence for fifty years, is suddenly converted
into a determined enemy.

JAi'AN.

and law-mnlntauUng Institution. Anarchy is
abhorrent to it. It may protest against laws

Which it deems unjust, but Itwill not preach

lawlessness. On the other hand, we cannot re-
gard the French people. or their leaders, as

antl-rellglous or anti-Catholic Some of the so-

cialists may be. But socialists do not rule
France. Among the republican masses of that
country and among the republican statesmen
who direct public affairs there is much sincere
piety, and there is much sincere loyalty and de-
votion to the Catholic Church. What is nec-
essary is to discriminate between that clerical-
ism which, doubtless without the approval of
the head of the Church, has at times lent It-
sell' to mischievous political nitrifies against

the Integrity and peace of the republic and that
Catholic Christianity which seeks only the spir-
itual welfare of the people. Of the former we

cannot Imagine the yVatican or the French hie-
rarchy would approve. To the latter we cannot

believe the French government to be opposed.

CANNED OYSTER FACTS. •
From The Baltimore American.

For 1005 Maryland dropped from ilr*t position In
oyster canning, which tills state maintained up to
lwOu, to fourth place in the quantity of packed goods
marketed, but managed to clinijto second place la
valuation, because of th»» superior quality and the
consequent higher prices of the Maryland product.
During the year covered by the report Maryland
packed 158.573 cases of oyHtera. which were value!
at Kel,<et South Carolina during 1806 packed l:>?

-
733 cases of oysters, but the value of these waionly
1W9.611. A little figuring will »how- that, though
63.855 cases were put up In South Carolina In ex-
cess of the quantity packed In Maryland, yet this

'
Greater aggregate brought $19,133 less. This vast
difference In the prlco which the oyster* of th«
Chesapeako command, aa compared with those of
more southerly vv.tt-r.-, has great significance. It
m<»ans that no other oysters have a enow In th*
markets when th» •-.»\u25a0.;- k-» variety lttob« ob- ,
tamed. I

On Friday Mrs. David Pierce Morgan gives a
large dance for her granddaughters, Miss Gladys
Kissel and Miss Mildred Carter, at Sherry's andon Tuesday evening Mrs. Gerald Livingston Hoyt
ha* a dinner dance at her house, in East S6th
street. On the following evening Mrs. Correllua CCuyler. who was Mrs. James Brown Lord gives a
theatre party, a supper and a dance at 'sherry's
for her niece, Mi3d Helen Cuyler. of Philadelphia.
\u25a0 "\u25a0\u25a0«\u25a0 these, there will ha a number of otherdances of th« subscription order, the most Impor-
tant of which will bo the Metropolitan Dance foryoung people not yet out, at Sherry-, on Satu"day. and the i"0

" ,11 1 Saturday Kvenln. DancingClass at Delmontc-o'*. The Saturday EveningDancing Class Is still und^r the management ofMr- Charles R. Huntlnrfw,. whilo tha M^oKtan dances are under th* patronage of Mr,. Vanaerbllt. Mrs. Charle* Cost£ Mrs"Ch.rfe, B v"exander and others.
varies ». Al-

Uoyd. to Mha JllM, a. l^br?^.BlTenion> will b^ sftl^nmiz^-1 in ts* >? it>
* ,

\u0084

-Han Church. ,n Hfth avenu ( rJTel^tl]

Invitations have been Issued hv iv«he .o-called University JoSton a a«era nt
aauo. at Sherry's, which2k", th<*'r an"Ual
D«etnb er ZT. the hu,xa J^T* P aC*

7 ThursJa y.

trades ° **lft> Htrv«*. Princtoa tnd Co-Mtivurd, Prinoetoa tnd Co-

THE TWO "JEFF' DAVISES.
From The Baltimore Sun.

Jefferson David, the Confederate leader, was aman of poise, of great Intellectual powers, of in-
vincible self-respect. Ho was a public speaker
With unusual fluency, readiness and ability, fen-
ator "Jeff" Davis was reported in the dispatches
a r>w days ago bs stating that the Senate needs
"Stirring up," and be expects to help in tho stir-ring. It takes a man i»i considerable attainment!!
to make an Impression on the Senate. Senator
"Jeff" Da vis's oratorical triumphs have been
achieved most!?- In the backwoods nnd sandhills
of Arkansas. He Is \u25a0 spellbinder or the "shirt
sleeves" typn. Jefferson Davit), the < 'onfederatePresident, and Senator "Jeff" Davis, of Arkansas,
ar.- a^ far apart as the poles m every particular.
Thf» former could always oomamml the attention
hm.l respect of a llHti>ningSenate. It is lru]M».«.slble
to predict what Senator "Jeff" will command when
he "stirs up" th« Senate.. Ifhe brings to Wash-
ington his phenomenal Arkansas part* of speech
he will probably make judicious Southern Senators
grieve, nut tlcklo the fancy of the galleries.

Looming large upon the schedulo Is the dinner
dance which Mrs. Charles B. Alexander Is giving
on Thursday next at her house. In West &s:h
street, for her daughter. Mlsa Harriet Alexander,
who is one of the debutantes of the season. Mrs.
William Douglas Sloane. Mrs. R. Fulton Cutting.
Mrs. K. Livingston Beekman. Mr*. Charles H.
Coster and others will give dinners In connection
with the affair, afterward taking their guests to
Mrs. Alexander's dance, where tho cotillon willbe
led by Worthinjton Whlteliouse. dancing wltii
Miss Harriet Alexander.__ >

NEW YORK SOCIETY. •

Tills Is the last week before Christmas, and
much of it will be devoted to the business of
shopping in connection with that ffStl\aL Indeed,
the Btores are already thronged from morning till
night with ptople—so etwasd that the be.
of purchases Involves the expenditure of much
time, and results In a fatigue that Is calculated to
Impair the enjoyment of tha many entertainments
that figure on the programme of the next el^ht
days.

From "The Yale Alumni Weekly" H ia learned
that there are 18.793 living Yale graduates of the

23.416 men who have received Yale decrees. About
160 die each year, and au average of 700 Is added
to the list every year by graduation. The mor-
tality rate po far this year has been exceptionally
low, only fifty-fivehaving died since January 1.

St. George was observed to be retiring at full
speed.

"What:" gasped the excited multitude; "running
awuy from the dragon?"

"Yes,
"

pinted the great man "Ican slay ordl-
nnry dragons, but when they have flashing eyes
that blind you, shrieks that stun you and odors
that suffocate you it is time to take to tha tall
timbers."

Ar.d St. George Just cleared the road before an-
other racing automobile shot past and vanished In
the gloom.—Chicago Dally News.

A letter from Australia published in the Paris
"Figaro" gives this description of the "suicide f"r
fu'-ertislr.g purposes" of Chaxlea Pollard: "He
li.i 1 (riven the police notice, and the body was
found, as Indicated, on Mount Rangltoto. a volcano
on the island of that namo near Auckland. It lay
at the. foot of a slx-foot-hlgh cross. In which texts
from the Bible had been cut with a knife. The
cross was bespattered with blood. Over the hori-
zontal piece a rope had been thrown, with which
the suicide had evidently attempted t» fasten his
body to the cross, but, failing, cut his throat. At
the foot of the cross a letter was found, which
read: *J spent much Umo writing this book, which
treats of ail phases of human Ufe,' and went on
to tell the notable features of the work. 'Ihave
taken this step because my work has been re-
jected by American and English publishers, and
because by this moans only can Ihope to have It
noticed.'

"This is the third caaa of the kind In a short
space of time. Last September a teacher. Miss
Kdlth Allarby. took her life in order to attract at-

tention to a book which she had written, and at
about the same time Lionel Terry shot and killed
an old Chinaman in Wellington, New Zealand,
because by that means he 'hoped to force people to
road his book on "The Yellow Peril.

Towne
—

says you're "an Impertinent cad
"

What have you said or done?
Browne—Nothing: that's the trouble. When wewere out walking yesterday the wind blew her hair

about her face most becomingly, and she said, "I
know I'm a perfect fright." Ididn't say a word.—Philadelphia Press.

Monarchs must know more than one language.
Kins Edward, who travelled so much, speaks
French better than some Frenchmen, and also Ger-
man. The Czar of Russia speaks French as well as
his native tongue, and knows the numerous dia-
lects. Emperor William of Germany speaks French
and English correctly, and ia also well versed in
Latin. The King of Spain, the youngest of all,
speaks German with ease, and also French and
English. Because of his marriage he now prac-
tises the latter. The King of Portugal speaksFrench, English. German and Spanish. The King
Of Italy is a master of French and German, and is
also well versed in the various Italian dialect*. The
Sultan of Morocco Is new studying French and
English. Ho already knows enough of Spanish to
make himself understood, especially when it comes
to saying "no" or asking for .money.

AN UNSOLVED PROBLEM.
Tha President can tell you

Your duty to the State;
And as to family counsel-

Why, then he's simply great
He sends a message often

To let ua know his will,
Tot one distressing problem

Kemalns a problem etlll.
This lie's afraid to tackle;

id's human, nothing higher.
The servant girl's the puzzle

—
Unsolved, portentous, dire

—Philadelphia PuIjII:;Ledger.

THE CABINET.
[From TMTribune Bureau. J

Washington. Dec. 13.— The Secretary of State and
Mrs. Root entertained a dinner party to-night.

Mr*. Taft, the wife of the. Secretary of War. will
go to N?w York to-morrow and return h«»r«» Tues-
day.

THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.
[From The Tr.bune Bureau.]

Washington. Dec. 15.— The Minister from Norway

End Mmc, Haugre will leave Washington for New
York Tuesday and win return here in time for tha
Xew Tear's reception at the White House. They
have given up a protracted visit to Mexico on ac-
count of Important affairs in Washington, and. not
being abls to get possession of their new house
for three or four months yet. are trying to find a
suitable homo for the Norw;gi^a Legation until
spring.

The naval attache of the German Embassy and
Mme. Hebbinghaus were hosts at a dinner to-
night, entertaining Captain and Mrs. Rodgers.
V. S. N.; the nav.il attach* of the French Em-
bassy and Mme. de Blanprfi. Mrs. Nicholas Fish,
Miss Oliver, Miss Slebold. Prin:e «v Lyner. of the

|German Kmbaspy; Prince Koudacheff, of the Rus-
] slan Embassy, and Mr. Szent-Ivany. of the Austrian
IEmbassy.

IN WASHINGTON SOCIETY.
[From The Tribune Bur<%au I

Washington, Dec. 15.—Captain and Mrs. Richard-
son Clover entertained at dinner to-night in com-
pliment to Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sherrill. of New
York.

Mr. and Mrs. John R. McLean gave a >all to--
nightIncompliment to M'.ss KvelynChew, a debu-
tante of this season. All the younger members of
society attended.

Mrs. Charles Keep entertained a luncheon party
to-day in compliment to Miss Moody, sister of the
Attorney General.

Mr. and Mrs. William Slater tvUI introduce their
daughter. Miss Eleanor Slat«r. to eocletv at a larij#

hall on the evening of December 19, when almost
the entire diplomatics corps and society generally
will be present.

Mrs. Victor Clement, whese marriage to Captain
Cloman, newly appointed military attache to t.io
American Embaijpy at London, will take place at
the home of Mr. and Mrs. John Hays Hammond.
at Lakewood. N. J.. on December IS, left hssa
to-day for New York. Lieutenant Commander
Long, U. S. ML,now of the Mayflower, has gone to

Lakewood wlt'n Captain Cloman and wl'.l be hla
best man. Ihere will be no other attendants She
Rev. Dr. Guthrle. of California, wrtlofficiate.

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Wadsworth have returned
to their house. In Dupont Circle, and liava aa
their guest for the wlr.'.er Mrs. Wadaworths niece.
Miss Lucretia Le Bourgeois.

THE TALK OF THE DAY,

The great "tie-up" of the elevated railroads
in Brooklyn on Friday evening gave thousands
of men and women the unwelcome alternative
of remaining prisoners in train* stalled between

stations for an hour, or of walking for some dis-
tance along narrow and unllghted footpaths

without safety railings at the sides and in

dangerous proximity to an exposed third rail,

of stepping over the third rail two or three
times, and finally cf climbingup to a platform
as best they could without steps. All that could
have been avoided if,instead of stubbornly hold-
ing the stalled trains a dozen yards apart, the
trainmen hud run them up close together, 60

that passengers could walk from one train to
another and po on to tho nearest station. A

little practical common sense now and then
would save the public a lot of discomfort and
dancer and avert a lot of Indignant denuncia-
tion.

Honor is to he given to the minister in Balti-
more who has closed his church against a dub
which proposed to hold a raffle in It. and has

aIFO resigned the chaplaincy of the club. As

for the other minister in the same city, who haa
invited the club to hold its raffle in his church,

we should, be Interested to hear the next sermon
he preaches against the eln of gambling.

7'he carrying of the Japanese school question

Into court in California Is altogether commend-
able aa precisely the course which should be

pursued. As the plaintiff is a child of ten
years, the issue will be tried on its essential
merits, and the verdict will be baaed on the
prenenll principle of racial discrimination or non-

dlscriminatlon. and not on any side issue or

technicality of age riuaUfloatlon*.

That proposal to establish a great ReOM state

in Africa, to be populated by Negroes from the

United States, might be more practicable If
there were any land nvailnble for the purpose

in the Dark Continent. As we remember the
map, every inch of the scacoaat has been pre-

empted, chiefly by European powers, and there

Is no considerable tract inland which can be

regarded as a No-Man's Land.

We sure through with "thru."

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.
[FromThe Tribune Bureau.]

Washington. Dee. 13.—The President received %
call to-day from a delegation of automobile manu-
facturers who urged him to attend the Automobile
Show, to bs given at Madison Squara Garden the
week of January 12. It is not likely that he will
feel at liberty to leave Washington at that time.

William F. Cody ("Buffalo BUI"), who is Inter-
ested In Irrigation inthe West, called nt the White
House, to-day to discuss the subject with the Presi-
dent and to Invite him to go en a hunt In the
Rockies. The President said he would like noth-
ing better than to shoot biggame, but did not see
his way clear to make sucli an excursion for some
tlmo to come.

The shortage of freight cars in the Northwestern
States, which SI causing great suffering in the
small towna, occupied the President's attention to-
day. He discussed the situation at length with
Representative Townsend. of Michigan, cm of the
authors of the Each-Townsend Railroad rtata bill.
who has introduced a measure In the present Con-
gress to investigate the subject, with a view to
fixing the blame and finding a remedy.

Other callers at the Whlto House were Senators
Burrows. L.a Toilette and Simmons, .Representa-

tives Cocks. Curtis. Wilson, Watson. Lacey. Ben-
nett, Hale, BinKham. DwigUt. Murdock. John Wes-
ley Games. McKlnley, Frederick Landls. Grosve-
nor, Humphrey and Adamson. Governor Warner of
Michigan, "Private" John Allen. Interstate Com-
merce Commissioner I^ane. and Andrew Furu-
Buth. secretary of the Seamen's Union, of San
Francisco; Colonel Ge«Jrge Pop«, of Hartford;
George 11. Studehaker. of South Bend, In!..
George N. Pierce, of Buffalo; Alexander "Wtnton. of
Cleveland; H. H. Frankltn. of Syracuse, and H.
T. Clinton and C. R. Mabley. of New York.

The President and Mrs. Roosevelt are entertain-
ing Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Robinson at the White
House. The7arrived there last night. Mrs. Roose-
velt this morning called on Mrs. Samuel Spencer,
widow of the president of the Southern Railway.

President Roosevelt went to the Geographic So-
ciety dinner after the dinner given in hts 'r.onor
by th« Vice-Presldent and Mrs. Fairbanks^. .

»
GUESTS OF THE VICE-PRESIDENT.

[From The Tribune Bur«au.l
"Washington. Deo. 15.—l"he Vice-President and

Mrs. Fairbanks w»re hosts at a dinner to-night
in honor of the President and Mrs. Roosevelt.
Their other guests were the Speaker of tha House
and Miss Cannon, Justice and Mrs. Holmes, Justice
and Mrs. Day, the Ambassador to Great Britain
and Mrs. Whitelaw Reid. Senator and Mrs. Hale.
Senator and Mrs. Blackburn, Senator Daniel,
Bishop and Mrs. Cranston. Mr. and Mrs. Albert
.Shaw. Assistant Secretary and Mrs. N<°wbeiTy.
General and Mrs. John W. Foster, Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas F. Walsh. Mr.and Mrs. D. M. Hauser. ex-
Governor Murphy of New Jersey, Georga Ada.
Mrs. Cassldy. of Pittsburg. Miss McMillan. Mrs.
Sheridan and Lieutenant and Mrs. T!mmon».

The Vice-President and Mrs. Fairbanks hay* oa
house guests the Ambassador to Great Britain and
Mrs. Whitelaw Reid and Mrs. Cassldy. of Pitts-
burg, the mother-in-law of their son. Warren
Fairbanks. V

to the purpose. The largest ones which are to
perform this function for the Dreadnought are

IS-pounder^. The Satstima willemploy for th©
game service projectiles weighing forty-fly»
pounds and guns having a calibre of 4.7 Inches.
Mr. Bonaparte's ndvisem recommended tha.
adoption of 5-Inch guns. Iftho suggestion were

followed in equipping any future" battleship of
the United States, a better protection against
torpedo craft would -be assured than Is 'prom-

ised at present to any other vessel of the
class.
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THE WEATHER— lndications for to-day
Fair and colder The temperature yesterday:
HJgheet, 67 degrees; lowes*, 42.

FOREIGN.
—

The correspondent of The Trib-

une at Paris describes th.- plight of the prteMa
whoso pensions -"ill probably bo cut oft, and
jives some details of the letters which were
•eized at the nunciature in I'arie.

—= ;A jrrcat

crowd assembled at the episcopal palace at
Paris, where formal notice to depart was lad.
on Cardinal Richard; there was no violence, and
eeneral indications apain point toward a. peace-
ful enforcement of the Separation law. n^^=

Terrorists In Moscow ftred ten shots and threw
two bomb* at Admiral Doubassoff. th*> former
Governor General; he was only Fliehtly injured,
axid captured one of his \u25a0wallsilta . Thd
condition of the shah va« reported unchanged:
the health of King- Oscar improved. ===== It
\u25a0was Relieved in Berlin that Chancellor yon Bil-
low had riFkt«l his oflloe and shown unustml
courage in urging the dissolution of the Reich
t«jr. \u25a0 = Count I^omsdorff is reported neri-
•uely illat St. l'eter.-burg.

--——
The Sultar. of

Morocco promised Rai&uli a free hand outside
IIhe did not interfere in the city.

DOMEPTIC—The Isthmian Canal Commission
announced that foreigners would be barred from
competition for Panama Canal contracts. t. \u25a0:
A medal was presented to Commander Robert E.
Peary by President Roosevelt, in behalf of th»»
National Geographic Society, at a dinner In
\u25a0tra.6hingt.on. \u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0 Rumors' that two regiments
had been ordered to Hawaii In case cf possible
trouble with Japan la those islands were denied
Yy the War Department at Washington. ==
The agreed statement of farts In the San Fran-
1 laoa Japanese school children test cape was
submitted to Secretary Root. sr :The cruiser
Montana was launched at Newport News. ; \u25a0 \u25a0- i
Wag<*3 were raised in cotton mills in Lowell,
Mass.; Manchester, ">. EL, and Woonsocket,
Pawtucket. Providence, Warren a.nd Bristol,
XL 7. = = Burglars broke into a bank at
Chi lisa. H. Y. and made a big haul. \u25a0:
The Chtcac* Traction Committee and rrpr<"-

ccntalivcs of the street railways came to an
Kgreement on the pilce for which the city can
buy the lines, and the passage of an act autho-
rizing the, purchase will be recommended, -rrz—z
The Rev. Augustus Grobrian, the oldest minister
In the German United Evangelical Synod of
North America, dU-d #\ Lyons. N. Y.

CITT.
—

Storku were rtrons. ss It was
learned that the Txriox Library site was
\u25a0old for £3.000,000 feverai day* ago. ~—

All
th« members of the George J. Gould family, ex-
cept Mr. Gould, were suffering from whooping
cough. •\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0• A broker bid ST..I per cent for a
controlling Interest in the Chatham National
Bank. \u25a0 . - Th» British warship Heathdene ar-
rivedhere after a fourtwn days" trip from Ham-
f>urß.

~
Collin li Woodward was made Dep-

uty Superintendent, of Elections -\u0084 .- :Joseph
H. Firth announced that lie will decline the
Democratic, nomination for Speaker in the New
Jersey legislature, 11 wan Paid that Mrs.
Albert T.Patrick would uppoal Inperson to Gov-
ernor Hipciir 10 pave her husband's life.

-
\u25a0

3vdward A. Slatiery v.as appointed expert ac-
asaatant In th<^ Hureau of Municipal Investlga-

. Hea and Statistics aftor being reinstated as Col-
| )e.ctor of the Bureau of Assessments and Ar-
r rears.

r COXGRES3.— The P««nfltf> was not In s«>ssio3.
\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0

—
House: Th<s day was devoted to peoat;n

legislation, three hundred and nfiy bills being

passed in less than an hour.

THE XEWS THIB itORXTyG.

LAWS AXD LAW EXFORCEUEST.

There an» strong rcusons for agreeing with
touch that Ur. Woodrow Wilson said on Friday
eight about the desirability of rightly respect-
Ing and enforcing the laws which wo*have, in-
•tea/1 of looking to tb« enactment of new laws
tor abatement of all our Ills. Itis quite,tru«, as
jKf bare often mjC/ei In those columns, that

.•"what this country needs"
—

thing which it
Heeds, though not all

—
"Is « more searchingprocess in the application of the laws," We need

to cultivate greater respect for the law because
it Is the law, instead of a mere fear of it be-
'«nfe It Imposes a penalty for its violation.
There are too many who, iustea.l of striving to
fulfilthe law Inletter and in spirit, derote their
attention to keeping itIn letter while they break
It In spirit, or to seeing to how great an extent
they can violate or nullify it without Incurring

:Jta penalties. The need of a more scrupulous
fepard for existing laws cannot be too strongly
•arced.
j Yet we must repeat that this is only one thing,
%nd not the only thing, which the country needs,
•aid. despite Dr. Wilson's protest that he does
Jflotknow that this country needs any more laws,
*•«must contend confidently that there is u«v-l
Xst new legislation, and that such need Is not only
occasional, but practically iaoaaaaat. To that
fact Dr. Wilson himself nii?bt have borne wit-
tiees had he quoted another passage from the
Writer from whom be took his text:
The old order changeth. yielding place to new.And God fuinis Himself in many ways,
i.-:-' one good custom should corrupt the world.

Ind***!,he does himself bear witness to it in
Ills own admirably euooessful administration of
t! - great university of which he is the bald.\u25a0hi Princeton of to-day is not the Princeton of
Burr and \Vitli<>r>«jifKin. Us laws are not the
laws of their time, it has been necessary to
make change after change, and some of the most
radical and bcMfleaal changes have been made
under the presidency of Dr. Wilson. May not
the need of the nation b" comparable with that
of the university?

We would uot, any more then would Dr. Wil-
kod, regard the Etato on an earthly Providence,
Mai eeek in multiplication of laws \u25a0 panacea
for our ills. But wn should regard it as illog-
ical and unteaMdiabl.- to hold that a code which
was ample for a simple and primitive W-ial
organization is nccosf-arlly ample also for a much
more cultivated and complex organization— any
more thaa thnt ">^ food and condition* which
are suitable far a moliusk should be equally
suitable for a Ml Railroad transportation,
for example, could not properly be regulated by
the laws which were sufficient for the t.-am&ter.
Thf Kanltary and building laws which berved
N**r York in Paaw Htuyvesanfn day would he
grotesque to-day. Every aaw invention, r-rcry
improvement la ih- appliances of civilized sr»-
cUiy, demands now anpHcstlons of naatltu

Miss Beatrice Kobbd. daughter of Mr. and MM
Oustav Kobbe. will bo married to RaymoaJ
Demorest Little, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J.
Little, on January 8. at All Angela* Protwtast
Episcopal Church. West End avenue and »L»«
street. The ceremony will be performed by tt*
Rev. 9. De I^ancey Townsend and tae Rev. Dr.
Ernest M. Stlres. Miss Hildegarde KobSe will be
her £lster's maid of honor, and Miss Alice Den*
orest. Miss Elsie Little. Miss Margaret Bear. Mis*
Helen Clucas. Miss Gladys Waterbury and ilia*
Florence Maey, the brldemalds. Arthur West Llttl*
will b» his brother's best man, and O. M. tT.
Kobbe, Frederick Husaey. J. Donald Morrow. B«*^
Wright and Eltlnge Warner, the ushers. As Mis*
Kobb6'3 family is la mourning, there will lie *>

reception.

NOTES FROM TUXEDO PARK.
[By Ya!e:ra;-h to Th« Tribunal

Tuxedo Park. X. V. Dec. 15.—1n «?ita of to*
agreeable weather to-day, there were serersl trri*
vala for the week-end entertainment*. House ps»"

ties and dinners were given by a number of to*

cottagers and tom« largo dinner* took place at *•
club.

The holiday week at Tuxedo promises to be W&'
Tha Tennis Club has arrayed a ••*•c!«*:^*"
between well known players, Including -'»>' <* -
Charles E. Sands. Jc«bua Crane, "• Cars**

#

Mackay and others, which will attract a hs§»

crowd.
«M annual New Year's Eve ball at CM *\u25a0•

Club will also ho a d.-awing card for th« !-.olM»J*
and willbe largely patronised by th« younger ?•>• |
Pie. Inaddition there willbe winter sports IX «•
weather la favorable-. m v.

One of this week's affair* which wUIdraw «u^
the tennis match at the tennis club lwt'!Te*a -T^,
Mai Garcln. champion of France, and «os^
Moor*. Jr.. of the Tuxedo Tennis Club. >'•*"*

cf the MMihave Jbeen sold. c,nd»?During the winter there willbe a tred**
**"

and holiday* train to and from Tuxedo for. wo
commodatlon of those whs> wish to return \u25a0 •

late In the afternoon. _
.j,,;

Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Snow, who have ***^
Hull cottage for the winter, en. \u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0** Xt *Tj~
to-night. Among other cottagers who

•aUtt'L
were Mr and Mrs. Gordon Knoa •»"• tae

j^

"

Scofleld. Mr.and Mrs. A. S. Carbart. Mr^ ,
X. 1.. R. Edgar. Mr.and Mr- Amos T. Sl*"7

"
Mr. and Mrs. H. U. Rogers. Jr. vel»» v

At the clubhouse Mr.and Mr* Wlntirop»

entertained a party of eight fen at &**
\u0084

William It. Young also gave a dtr.ner •vo^ o*.
Among her Boasts were Mr. and -Mrs. L

'"'*
jtfil

den. General and Mrs. J. Frederick rw» '
\u0084

Louisa Norwood and Dr. Edward L.
*"*

»»l •".
Other* who entertained at the club •«•- |M>^

Mrs. Stephen 11. 1" Pell. Mr. and Mr*.M.«• **-.
well and Mr. and Mrs. J. -' Pa via.

_ r̂f £,

Lady Stratford and Ml«Colgate. »bo *T«iß *£
clubhouse. have returned to town. M

ahro*d soon.
\u25a0-

Mr. and Mr*. Jarvia P. Carter «re it Xi tt
East 31st street for the season.

Lady Herbert, who has been visiting her parent*
Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Wilson, for the la*t fr*
months, has sailed for England to spend CnrtitmM
there withher sons.


