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Controller Metz yesterday laid before the Dis-
trict Attorney's office the details of a grafting
system which apparently has been carried on
successfully for a year or two in the Bureau of
Assessments and Arrears in the Borough of The
Bronx. Assistant District Attorney Tinker has
been assigned to the case, and indictments are
looked for in a. few days.

As a result of the Controller's Investigations
Hugh McManaman, a clerk In the bureaa, has
tendered his resignation. Ithas not been accept-
ed. Messengers who have called at McMana-
man'a home address have failed to find him.
The Controller thinks he has gone out of town, to
remain indefinitely.

When taxes on real estate for any reason are
not paid on time they are sent to the Bureau of
Arrears, where they are entered up In triplicate
by the clerks and a regular account made of
them, with an Interest charge also entered
against the account for non-payment of the bill.
A few days ago a man who purchased a pieca

of property in The Bronx got a notice from
the Tax Bureau saying that th°re was an arrears
rharsjc against his lot. He visited the Tax De-
partment and told the offtctais that a fMhlguar-
antee company had examined the title to the
parcel he had bought and had reported that all
claims against it had been satisfied. The com-
plaint from the citizen led to an investigation
by the Controller. He says he found that the
records in the arrears bureau had been "doc-
tored.

"
He discovered that in hundreds of in-

stances there had been false entries on the tax
books purporting to show that the arrears had
been paid, while as a matter of fact they had not
been paid, he says. These entries apparently
had been made by persons who had access to the
books to facilitate the transfer of the parcels.

After they had been made they were erased,

leaving the various parrels charged with the. ar-
rears, as before. As there is an enormous
amount of real estate business in The Bronx,

the guilty persons, who were able to falsify the
tax books, were rtiubtless able to make a lot of
money from agents who were willingto pay

imrt of the arrears for the <ake of getting a
right to transfer the titles.

A second clerk has failed to report at the
bureau for three days. He has been suspended

for being1absent without leave.
John J. Donovan, head of the bureau in The

Bronx, is assisting the Controller In his investi-
gation. Mr. Donovan on Friday and yesterday

had all the clerks before him. asking them ques-
tions.

'•It simply means," said Controller Metz yester-

day, "that certain young gentlemen are not sat-

isfied to work fur their salaries, and that they

are grafting, or stealing, by falsifying the rec-
ords In the Bronx oFlco. Idon't know how ex-
tensive It is. Ido know, however, that aa soon
as we discovered what was going on we stopped

it In a hurry. lam much annoyed at the spirit

shown by some of the clerks in Tlie Bronx office.
They seem to want to hide the offence of their
comrade. When asked about him or his habits
they show a surprising lack of knowledge. I
have turned the. matter over to the District At-
torney because it strikes me that some one
ought to go to jail. Nearly every clerk in the

bureau is a travelling title Insurance company."
It is said that the clerks in the Bronx offi. c,

wrre In the habit of going to the office at night
and doing a lot of work for title companies.

Their excuse was that they were behind with
their work.

Grafting in Bron,r Bureau of
ments, Says Controller.

JEROME TO IXVESTIGATE.

ANOTHER CITY SCANDAL

This move by the Mayor's political field gen-

eral was a sort of bombshell in Tammany Hall,
as it meanß that the Mayor and the Commis-
sioner are striking back at Murphy for the ac-
tion 6t the Tammany Kxecutive Committee on
Thursday, when Ahearn. "Williams and Nagle,

MoClellan district leaders, were turned down by

th*> organization.
The. corporation inspectors are designated by

the Commissioner, but they are paid by the cor-
porations which are "inspected." No other kind
of n job 1r more attractive to a Tammany man
than a corporation inspectorship The duties
are nominal. The inspector can work early or
'ate. as he soe6 fit. The corporations inspected

know that he is a parasite, and pay not the
«light»«t attention to anything he does or says.
Regularly once a month he draws his pay.

All the district leaders have one or more of
these inspectors as const ituente. I'suaJly they

are among tho most efficient party irorfcers.
The duties of the place leave the incumbent
plenty of time, to hustle in the district for ihe
leader. Mr. O'Brien's dismissal of the Inspectors

Is another sharp reminder to Charles F. Murphy

that It is a costly thing for him to flght the
Mayor.

Commissioner O'Brien's office was Tilled yes-
terday with Tammany district leaders or deputy

leaders who wanted to know whether their par-
ticular men were going to be "lost in the
shuffle." Commissioner O'Brien told them that
the corporations had been protesting against the
large number of inspectors on the payroll, and
that as construction work was comparatively
light at this time of the year he had thought
best to let the Inspectors go.

The district leaders knew all about it without
the telling. They know that In order to get
their men back on the payrolls they willhave
to get down on their marrow bones, in the
last analysis it comes back to Murphy, who is
beins roundly scored because he persists in
keeping up his fight on the Mayor and his
friends. A corporation inspector receives $4 a
day.

O'Brien Removes Fifty Corporation
Inspectors- —Woe Among Leaders.
John IT. CVBrien, Commissioner of Waier

Supply, Gas and Electricity, yesterday sent no-
tices to about fiftycorporation inspectors in his
office, that they will not be needed after Jan-
uary 1.

MAYOR'S TELLING BLOW.

HITS BACK AT MURPHY.

HELPLESS, SAYS BINGHAM

THIEF IX CONSULATE.

Xeeds More Men to Stop Wave of
Burglaries in Upper New York.

Sneak thieves made their way into tluve houses
yesterday on the came block In the upper part

of the city and were discovered before they could
make their trip profitable. Ineach instance the
people who detected the presence of the thieves
made efforts to have them arrested, but no po-
liceman was in sight. In one case entrance to
an apartment was obtained by a pretence to

examine the electric wires of the place. At a
neighboring place a man sneaked in pretending

to have been sent to move some furniture, and
the third unwelcome guest was of the ordinary

type who asks a questions which the servant
cannot answer and h^-lps himself to articles from

the coat rack while the "information" is being

secured.
< 'ases of this class are becoming more fre-

QUtnt in that part of the city, and a woman

wrote to the Police Commissioner asking ifnoth-
ing could be done to protect the public, tilie re-

ceived in reply a letter signed by Commissioner
Mlngham. In which h« says:

Iam very sorry that tho condition of affairs
Is such as you describe, but it does not surprise
me, l^causl- Ihave had many complaints from
citizens in various parts of the city. Instruc-
tions will b<- given to try and change the con-
ditions in the locality to which you refer. Ican
only say. however, what Ihave so often paid
before, that the Polio- Department needs two

'housand more policemen, or about fourteen
hundred more than the City Fathers are pre-
paring to give us.

The woman has shown the commissioner's let-

ter to some influential men with a view to in-
fluencing the City Fathers, and in the hope

that the commissioner may get the number of
men necessary for the protection of the people.

PirSGi: DOWN MOUNTAIN.

WASHINGTON OPINION DIVIDED.
Opinion is divided as to the results of this

etateinent, which all -who know Mr. Taft accept
ftp a perfectly frank and sincere expression of j
hi* position. In some quarters it is held that
nsa Secretary's declaration that he would not
aetlina the nomination were, the opportunity of
Rcoeptlny it presented will grlra heart to th»
great army of admirers who regard him as the
b«M man to succeed President Roosevelt. Those
v.-ho entertain this view Insist that Mr. Taft's
irlTid?: may non- take off their coats and go to
v-nrk. metaphorically speaking, confident that
\u25a0 . .-jl<i they succeed they could not only count
on th- readiness of th*ir favorite to make th*
raf*. hut that they can mm this Him on «><->nfl<lentiy«><->nfl-

<lentiy assert that the Berretary willaccept the-
grave .ares and responplhiliies of Republican

fsndard hearer ifrequested to do ao by a suf-
IVient number of the members of his party.

'i'Vv maintain, with an excellent show of rea-
Fon. that the unfailing capacity of Mr. Taft.
th»- instances in which li*» has ably supported
PrWldent Roosevelt In grave gmerajtnt'les. and
ii'» breadth and stateamanahip he has e\hibited
«fi a member of the Philippine Commission and
of the Cabinet have won f.-r him the support of
i- majority of th« voters in his party, who will
i^ioi^a «' learning thai he 1<» prepared to yield

tr. • ... wishes if these wishes are dearly
*>n*M]Rh ovprefsed.

Th* objections to his availability to which Mr.

Taft refers ar* assumed to be the fa«^t that he is
li*-M in pinr quarters to be the author of in-

Janctfona •aati -• labor organizations, jiivlthat

be regards it «i
c ho essentially his duty to advo-

«»«*\u25a0 an<l Ti-^rk 1\u25a0\u25a0'" froer trade with th«» Philip-

j'i-^sMint he. Is likely t.. incur the opposition of

it*;eitrenv protectionists in his own party. Nor
vill tli<» fa^t that this advocacy may militate
asainsi his political future in the slightest de-
-rr**-det^r him from v. hat ha regards as his duty

to the Philippines. 11 is also held that the dan-
jrer of »»'ing represented as an administration.
•ciioidate is pontethins ft a handicap to Mr.

Taft. The President has scrupulously refrained
from Indicating any preference regarding his
fUTffjnr, and has emphatically declared that

at no time willhe do so.
On th*» other hand, there are men in Washing-

ton, and among them some of the ablest poli-

ticians ami students of political affairs, who de-
*'<(re that . rotary Taft has sounded the death
kreil of his political future, or at least has
adopted a policy which will inevitably prevent

him from obtaining the nomination. Those who
take this position declare that the. organization

in Olfio is strongly opposed to the candidacy of

Mr. Taft. and that this organization, not the
Republican voters as a whole, will name the

flelesates to the next national convention. They

declare that the onlymethod by which Mr.Taft
tan obtain the support of the delegation from his

own Mute- is by accepting the offer of certain
influential friends to go into the field now and
make a light to capture the organization, and
This is precisely what the Secretary declines
to <io.

A politician of great experience, who shares
this view of Secretary Tall s availability, said:

We?*- Prr-Fidential nominations the result of
popular primaries. In which the voters of the
party could express their unhampered eholoe,

Mr. Taft would be nominated; but parties In
this country are and must l«e controlled by
organizations, and Ido not believe that strong

Taft sentiment la to be found In the organiza-
tions «r_lch go to make up the Republican party.
Secretary Taft holds the same views as Presi-
dent R.xneevelt. and Is regarded as a radical,
despite ihe fact that his long judicial training
has produced In him irreat deliberation in

reaching conclusions. Theodore Roosevelt could
never have obtained the Presidential nomination
from _je Republican parly except for the knowl-
edge which the voters had gained of htm while
he was filling the. unexpired term of President
M Kii;!ey;even at Chicago the sentiment of the
organisation was at heart opposed to him, but It
realized that only his nomination could bring
victory to the Republican party."

Summing up, therefore, the men who bold
il:*\«e Ila* \u25a0 and they are among the. ablest
politicians in Washington, possibly la the coun-
try

—
express confidence that Mr. Taft's unv.lll-

ingne«=s to '?'< after" the nomination, the
friendship which the President entertains for
him end thai adherence to his convictions
which h« maintains la the face of the wishes of
influential men In his party will combine to
put him out of the running longbefore the nom-
inating convention, which is stilldghtaan months
distant, meets.

POLITICAL ACTIVITY INCREASING.
The Ohio publication and Secretary Taft's

natement have, however, served to emphasize
the fact that the time Is rapidly approaching
when Presidential nominations are in order. For
the present all the incn regarded as Presiden-
tial possibilities are taking to the tall timber.
under the impression that it would hamper th«lr
purposes were they even to admit at this time
that they are candidates. Such an admission
woulfl. they believe, result in their becoming
immediately the targets for the stonee which
will Invariably be thrown at any man who an-
nounce* that he Is a candidate for the. Presiden-
tial nomination of one of the great political
parties. Nevertheless, there are numerous evi-
dences that some of the men who have heard

Not Seeking Nomination, but Would
Not Decline It.
;.-"!-..mTh« Tribune Bureau

'

"VYa^hlr.fftor.. Dec. 29.— publication of a

<'ispatrh ass-rtinp that Secretary Taft Is a can-
<*ldß*e for the Presidential nomination. in an
«»hio newspaper which has not hitherto been

Tinted for 'l'- friendliness to Mr. Taft. brought

«.ut to-day \u25a0 statement from the Secretary de-.Irina; h'.f position, this beinc;. in the, estima-
tion of orniif person*, precisely the purpose of
the publication. Secretary Taft> statement Is
ft follows:

For the- purpose of relieving th« burden im-
posed by recent publications upon pome of my

mis amonp the Washington newspaper cor-
iespondcntF of putting further inquiries to me.
Iwish to Bay that my ambition is not political;
that f am not seeking the Presidential nomina-
tion: that Ido not expert to be the Republican
candidate, if for no other reason because of
what i&eem to me to be objections to my avail-
flbility which do not appear to lessen with the
continued discharge of my own official duty:
hut that Iam not foolish enough to pay that in
the Improbable event that the opportunity to
run for the great office of President were to

rorrie to me Ishould decline it, for this would
:'<' be true.

LAND GRANT DELAYED

Application of O'Brien's Finn Left
to New Hoard.

< By Telegraph to Th« Tribunal
Albany. Dec. _>.—John F. O'Brien. Secretary of

State, failed to-day to lave an application tor an» J

extensive grant of land under Lake Chatnplain ap.
-

proved by the land board. The application waa
made by Kellosg 4 O'Brien. Secretary O'Brien"* ••
business firm at Plattsburg. which already holds
valuable land and dock right*along the lake. Fail-
ure of the land board to act to-day throws th»
application ov<r to the new board, which will he
made up. with on* exception, of the L>emoor»ti«

i .—..
—.

Fazccett and Dike Succeed Aspinzvali
and Crane. |m

rByT?l»jttaph to Tne Trihun* 1
Albany. Dec. Aannounremen: wa» ",ma \u25a0'si

this evening at the Capitol that Governor His*
gins had appointed Lewis 1,. Fawcett and Colo-'
nel Norman S. D?ke as county Judges of Kir.eh*
County, to till the unexplred terms of Judge*
Aspinall and Crane, who were elected to th»
Supreme Court. • !'y-

lewis L. Fawcett Is chairman of th* Republican*
General Committee in King* County. He v.a»Jborn In Brooklyn thirty-three" year* ajro. and i»j
the youngest Jndas on the bhw in (hi*state. Ha
i"graduated from the New Iaril Law School J.V
IS9*. Ha Is a member of the law firm .>.' Btajra)aa

'
Fawcett

_
Cops of No. 38 Liberty street. Man*'

hattan. and belongs to the New York Law las
-

tute. and to the Coniir***. th* Union Leagna anA
the Stuyvesant Heights club*.

Colonel Norman S. Dike was bom !n Brook
forty-four years asro. received his preparatory:
education at th« Brooklyn Polytechnic InaUtu:«.

:
aiu was graduated from Brov.ii University in IV?;.
He was admitted to the bar » few years later saw.
became Assistant Judge Advocate General on thY
staff of General William C. Wallace. In 15M hm
was elected supervisor, representing tha Ist Ward
of Brooklyn, and was unanimously elected presi-
dent of the Board of Supervisor*, where he re>» «

malned for two years. He was a member of Gov-'
ernor Black's »taff. and was appointed S \u25a0\u25a0

\u25a0\u25a0
"

of
King* t'ounty by Governor CKlelL Colonel Dike is
head of the committee of the Brooklyn bar now
Investigating charges against city magistrates,
sitting in Kins;;* He is president of the Conch!n_' .
Club.

IHGGIXS WIME.s ,Jl D(;ESm

Hearst, Murphy and Cassidy Met%
Get Offices.

[ByT>lesraph to "Hi*Trtbun*.] V
Albany,Dec. 29.

—
Appointments announced to*

night by Frederick M. Skene. State Engineer
and Surveyor-elect, on his return from \"--*
York, show equal deference to *W. R. Hearst*
Charles F. Murphy and Joseph Cassidy. of
Queen?. The list given out by Mi Sk«ne wa»;
incomplete, but his future appointments, he said,
would be parcelled out equally between Demo-

"

crats and Independence Leaeuers. Mr. Sken»
has not yet chosen hl3 special deputies or hi-
finance clerks, neither has he named his en«
gineer for the western division. Further con-
ferences with political leaders will be necessary
to determine the disposal of those places. Th»
list named to-night wtta as follows:

Fastern division »n>in*«r F. Cr-« •\u25a0 of \>t»
York Coun'i. t^mccrat. salary SS.*Wh>.

Middle division engineer —P. P. Br»w»t«r. Syracuse. la—
'.depen«l*nc«> Leajuer. S3.?<X>.

Special ro*d engineer— St»ph«n F.van. rtionansn rnumjL fft)a day. *
Confidential clerk—Cfarlo* f.•->>-:!. Xsw York. $i

• •.
(This Is a p*rsona! appointment of Mr. S\* M

-
.». ,-'

Oonfldentfil st«nograph#r Mabel Welnhoiz. I^.n< T«lanl
City. |1.«00l

Auditor—Lute A. Keenan. Ijon* Island City. Democr^W$2.500.

Edmund F. Van Hcessn. the Deputy State En«
gineer and Surveyor, will be retained for th«
present. Stephen Ryan is Democratic state corn-
mltteoiiiui: from the 27th Senate District. Em
Senator Keenan Is considered one of "Joe" Ca*«
sldy's right hand men. Mr. Creeden was Mrs,
Skene's classmate at New York University. Ha
is now assistant engineer of highways in Rich*
mond.

SKEXE DIVIDES PIXMS.

PRINTER GETS MESSAGE*

It Will Be Shorter than Um<d-4y

Speech Not Yet Ready.
"B ~""»:«er*ph to The Tribune.]

Albany. Dec. 29.—Governor-elect Hughes anil
his family are settled to-night in the Executhr*
Mansion here. They reached Albany on the S«o*
ond Empire State Express this afternoon andi
went directly to the mansion, which Governor

'

Hlggtns had placed at their disposal. With Mrw
Hughes were Mrs. Hughes, their daughter%
Helen and Catherine, and their son. Charles EW
Jr., who Is home for the holidays. Coltmaf)
Treadwell. military secretary, accompanied thJl
family. The younger daughter was hugging
tightly a "Teddy bear." N>> announcement off
appointments was made by Mr Hughes.

-Nona^
willbe made, he said to-night, until after the in-
auguration. The Governor-elect ha« come heng
a little earlier than has been the custom. r^*«

cause New Tear's Day willcome so early in .—,\u25a0

week. Until the inauguration, he will rematai
quietly at home. Inorder to attract as little aft*

tentlon as possible.
Mr Hughes has declared -:*intention to maka

Albany absolutely his home during his term off
office. Many of his predecessors have used, th«
Executive Mansion as an official residence, rei
tatning their actual residence in the places wher«
they livedbefore election.

The Governor's message to the Legislature i*
no— being printed here, but one- or two sllghl
changes and a few minor additions are to b#

made. Mr. Hughes was at work on these oa|
the train as he came up this afternoon." Hi *

willgo over the whole message with his secret
tary. Robert H. Fuller, and these changes win
be. made In the printer's proofs, and the messagl

will probably be completed to-morrow night efl
'

Monday morning. The message- Is expected t«
be somewhat shorter than usual. Th Inaugura-

tion speech has not been written yet. and thi«
willno— engage the Governor-elect's immedlat*
attention. Lewis Stuyvesant Chanler. Lieuten-
ant Governor-elect, was h«re this afternoon. H4
did not call on Mr Hughes, whom he has not
met. a* he had to return to ".-i Hcok thlj
evening.

THE GOVERNOR GOE3 TO ALBANY.
rßy TeUgraph to Xtm Trttius?.] \

Olean. N T Dec. 20.—Governor Higgles r»*

turned to-night to Albany, where ;-•• willremal^
until after inauguration. He will then go awsj^
for a rest for the balance of the winter.

Continued \u25a0* wood page.

Consul General Carlos B. Kigueredo has in-

formed the police, who are searching for the
suspected man. Not long ago there arrived in
New York from Trinidad a young man named
Zeballos. He had little money, and when that
was spent he was stranded. Zeballos. who spoke
Spanish, applied for a place at the Venezuelan
consulate. Sefior Flguere.io. being a charitable

man. and the consulate being an office whose
emoluments ar« large and the staff small, em-
ployed the Trlnidadian as a, clerk so that he
would not starve hia strange city.

On the day of the robbery, it Is Bald, Zeballos,

who had a key to the consulate, r«turn*d after
office hours. The next morning Seftor Betan-
court. secretary of the consulate, found his desk
broken open. There were missing Sl<*> in checks
which were payable to bearer, and were received
as consular fees, $?*i In eush and a gold watch,
the latter the property of Seftor Betancourt. The
checks, ItIs learned, were subsequently cashed

Zeballos did not again appear for work, but
h« was seen nn the night of the robbery rMh -:
about the Tenderloin in an automobile. Since
then there, has been no clew to his whereabouts,
snd Central Office detectives are nnnrchlng t<-r
him.

Venezuelan Representative's Office
Here Robbed- Clerk Missing.

The Venezuelan consulate in this city, which

is on the third floor of No. 88 Wall street, has
b*»en robbed, it was learned yesterday. A clerk
of the consulate disappeared at the same time.
A valuable gold watch and $150 in checks and
cash were taken.

The weight of the horsn started the slide. It

ran swept off Its feet For a mile horse and
man swept down the mountain Bide, inextricably
mixed with tons of snow and rock. Horse and
man reached the bottom of the- slide several
hundred yarriti apart, bruised and breathless,

but otherwise without hurt. The path of the
Hide was swept clean of everything.

Horse, and Rider Unhurt AfterLong

Slide with Snow.
[By T>ie«rarh to The Trlbun*.1

Helena. Mont.. Dec.
—

John Evans, of Dillon,

was swept down most of the height of Ruby

Mountain peak a few days ago with his horse.
He has Just got back to Dillon. Neither horse

nor man was injured.

FLORIDA, AUGUSTA. SUMWERVILLE A*»
•CHARLESTON.

Via Southern R-y. I«v. New York dally 2:25 p. m.
and 12:10 a. m ("oramencln? Jan. 7. Southern"? Fain*
Limited resumes wrvi .-. l.v Nev\ York daily, -<•
cept Sunday. 12:W p. m. Through sleeping, daasaff
•i: service to St. AusjuMlne. Augusta. Summervill*

and Charleston. Reservation* .-an now be vnui_
New York jflloei, 271 and _">.> Croadway.-Advc

Anticipates "Treason" Trialby Tak-
ing Case to Courts.

Isaac M Kapper. counsel for the Brooklyn

members of the Democratic State Committee
who were to have been read out of the party

because Of alleged "knifingof \V. R. Hearst" In
the last election, secured an order yesterday

from Justice Kelly, in the Supreme Court,
Brooklyn, directing the Conners Investigating
committee to show cause why at! injunction to
prevent the expulsion of any member of the
state committee should not be granted. Mr.
Kapper says that the state committee of itself
has no right to expel any of its members.

The date for the final argument on the issu-
ance of the restraining injunction has not been
made public, but it is expected that argument

will be had before next Saturday. A copy of
the order will be served upon each member of
the state committee and will compel the sub-
committee to take another adjournment from
January 3. when it ha.lplanned •.> begin its
Investigation.

Senator McCarren satd yesterday that al-
though he had not advocated taking the matter
into court he was heartily in sympathy with the
action.
"It is my belief." said the Senator, "that the

state committee has no right to expel its mem-
bers. We have decided to proceed on this
theory Instead of waiting for the committee to
take action, and then fighting for reinstatement.-
The question must be settled sooner or later,

and we might a> well have itas soon as possible.
Ihave no idea what action the committee will
take with regard to the members from Kinss
County."

a
FLORIDA INFORMATION BUREAU.

Broadway, corner 30th St. Two great tralna
South. Atlantic Coast Un« Railroad

MTARREy BEGINS FIGHT.

Threatens Crowded East Side Tene-
ment

—
Loss, $200,000.

The most spectacular fire seen on th? East
Bide for a long: time started shortly before 6
o'clock last night In the four story brick build-
ing at Xo. 299 to 306 Water street, occupied by
the National Biscuit Company, and did damage

estimated at J2H0.000. Five alarms were turned
in.

The fire spread with startling? rapidity, and
when the first engines arrived on the scene the
Interior of the factory was a seething: mass of
flames. Homeward bound passengers on the

elevated lines and on the Brooklyn and Wlll-
1-imsburg bridges saw a rare spectacle as th«
flames burst through the roof and shot hundreds
of feet into the air. Reserves from thirteen pre-
cincts, under Inspector Nally and Captains Fer-
rlp. Burns and O'Toole. rushed, to the, scene and
drove the immense, crowd, which had congre-
gated. back two blocks from the fire. They also
ordered every one out of the. tenement houses
surrounding the burning building. Margaret
Sullivan, who was ill with typhoid fever In the
top floor of a tenement house at No. 295 Cherry
street, was carried out by two policemen and re-
moved to Gouverneur Hospital.

Thr?e fireboats came up the river and poured
their powerful six-inch streams into the burning
building and on the roof of the sheds of the
New York. New Haven iHartford Railroad
Company, on the river front. The fire at one
time threatened the storage warehouse of Park*.
Davis & Co. at No. 202 to 20"» South street.
which is filled with chemicals, but th« firemen
managed to save Itby heroic efforts*, though it
caught fire several times.

Deputy Police Commissioner Bugher. Fire
'Commissioner Lantry and Chief Croker were
present, and Commissioner Lantry's coffee
wagon was much in evidence and kept the fire-
men supplied with coffee and sandwiches. The
fire was under control at 9 o'clock.

How the fire started is not known, hut it is
supposed to have originated in the bakeshop.
If was discovered by Matthew Gardner, the
assistant engineer. He ran to the street and
turned in an alarm, and then informed Engineer
Joseph Shearn. who lived on the South street side
of the building with his wife and six children.
They all got out safely. "When Deputy Chief
Minus arrived in response to a second alarm
and took a look at the fire, he promptly
turned in a third, but the fire had gained such
headway and the neighborhood, with its nu-
merous storage warehouses and tenement houses,

-was such a dangerous one. that he soon found it
necessary to turn in a fourth and fifthalarm,
which brought twenty-three engines, six hook
and ladder companies, two water towers and
three fireboats.

Burning embers set fire, to some of the sur-
rounding tenement houses several times, but
the firemen were on the alert, and soon extin-
guished them. The" paper warehouse of R. M.
Winans &Co. was discovered to be on fire on the
fifth floor about an hour "after the fire started,
but the flames were easily extinguished. . ,

There was some excitement among the patients
at Gouverneur Hospital, only a block and a half
from the are, but the physicians and nurses soon
reassured them. Pickpockets were busy among
the crowd which was watching the tire. The
police arrested John Sheehan. of No. 074 Water
street, who was charged with stealing a gold
watch, and Charles William?, of Rahway. N. J..
who was accused of relieving a man of $15.

BIG FACTORY FTRE.

LOW RATES TO THE ADIRONDACKS.
By the NEW YORK CENTRA- January 1 to

14. 1907; return until January 31st. Complete In-
formation from ticket acents.— AdvL

WINES & CHAMPAGNE FOR NEW YEAR'S
Pewey's Wines always giv«i action.

H T. Dews)
- Sons Co., 138 Fulton St.. New Fork

-AdVL J j

New Yorker Alleges M.,J. § K.C.

Officials Misappropriated Funds.
{By "'\u25a0 \u25a0 -rri;b to The Tribune.)

Mobile. Dec. i.M.*. T. L. Chadbourne. of Xew
York, inan affidavit filed to-day in the Chancery

Court in connection with receivership proceed-
ings against the Mobile, Jackson &Kansas City

Railroad, now In the hands of P. E. Dewey, as
receiver, charge* collusion, fraud and misappro-
priation of funds by McDonald, Stratton &
Stallo. who obtained the controlling stock in the

Alabama Securities Company, which had th*»

contract to build the Gulf
_

Chicago line, an
auxiliary.

<"hadbourne allege! that McDonald, Stratton

and Btalkt have made charges against the Mo-
bile, Jackson & Kansas City in favor of the se-

curities company for allowed extra service
amounting to $1.161,36163. and have had tho
railroad company admit liability by contract
with the securities company to the extent of
$500,000 on fraudulent and unwarranted claim*,

In addition, the afliant says, th»y have caused
the securities company to be credited with $384-
SSISI in fraudulent claims. Out of an aggre-
gate of $1,161,361 63 he allege f1.051.52C 13
should have been rejected and could not have
been collected except by "collusion and fraud."

P. B. Dewejr, the receiver, makes affidavits
that during his office as general manager of the
Mobile Jackson & Kansas City Railroad funds
belonging to that line were continually paid to
the securities company by direction of F. D.
Ktratton and Bird M. Robinson, of New York,
president of the road. On March 13. 1905, these
amounts had reached $296,761 04. Dewey
charges Robinson with removing him from of-
fice because he, refused to allow misappropria-
tions of money to continue.

Mir BARLEV WINS TEST.

Texas Opposition's Stronghold for
Him, Three to One.
IByTelesrapb to Tr.*Tribune 1

Dallas, Tex., Dee. *Jo.—The first contest at a
county primary between the Bailey and anti-
Bailey forces since the publication of the .Sena-
tor's connection with the Wat era- Pierce OilCom-
pany took place in Comancho County to-day,

and resulted in a sweeping victory for Senator
Bailey, who polled 100 more votes than be did
at the regular primary InJuly and three times
as many as did the opposition.

Comancho being considered the strongest
anti-Bailey county in the state, Mr. Bailey's re-
election seems assured. His friends are cele-
brating to-night.

ißyiByTeltgrraph to TS— Tribune.]

Lexington. Dec. 23.— "For Sale" notice has
been posted on the front entrance to one of Sen-
ator Bailey's Kentucky stock farina. The farm
connieta of 120 acres, and in valued at I*o,ooo. This
action la puzzling the Senator's Kentucky friends.
who feiir that be may .Wide to sell out bis Ken-
tucky holdln*» in view Of tho fact that ;t hostile
I,«»;r1flHtur«» in TVxnn •:::«>\u25a0 require all .if his time
in .-i canspals~ for i

• • itcilon

PINEHURST— CAMDEN
—

FLORIDA
Seaboard Air Use, shortest, quickest, pleasantest

route. Office MS Mwy,N. Y.-AdvL

CHARGES $1,000,000 FRAUD.

Mother Taken Himfrom HairDress-
er's Shop inSixth Avenue.

Three-year-old D'Arcy Van Alstyne, who wag

ki"*oapped from his mother's apartments at the
Gtlsey House early Friday morning, was found
last evening In a hairdresslng: establishment at
No. 1>95 Sixth avenue, and is now with his
mother. Mrs. Isabella "\V. Van Alstyne. at the
Hotel Ratdiffe. Th« youngster was carried
away from the place, which is run by a. man
named Maurice Kuypatt, by Mrs. Van Alstyno
herself, who was accompanied to the place by
Arthur Kahn, clerk for Maurice Meyer, Mrs.
Van Alstyne'ji counsel.

How the youngster was traced to th* hair-
dressing establishment is one of the little se-
crets of Mr. Meyer which he will not divulge.

He. learned yesterday afternoon that the boy
was there, and at once told Mrs. Van Alstyne,

whom he liad previously advised to leave the
city for a time. She hurried into thefity and
made arrangements to go to the place with Mr.
Kahn. The latter armed himself with a writ
of habeas corpus, which Mr. Meyer got earlier
hi the day from Justice Davis, of the Supreme

|Court, ordering Guy C Van Alstyne, father of
the child, to produce It at once.

There was no one In the place at the time
except a little girl. D'Arcy, according to Mr.
Meyer, was slumbering peacefully in his little
bed when lie heard "mama" telling the little girl

that she wanted her hair dressed. The youngster

Ibolted out of his crib and in'.o his mother's arms.
|Ab there was no crown person about th« estab-
lishment.'no resistance .made. Mr. Meyer
paid Vie would begin criminal Tiroccedlngs against
three men and one woman mixed up In the kid-. napping and the. alleged assault upon Mrs. Van
Al»tyn«.

When Mrs. Van Alstyre was seen later at the' Hotel Rateliffe. where the boy was peacefully
isleeping, her only comment was: "Oh. Iam so
happy!"

Mrs. Van Alstyne obtained an absolute divorce
from her husband and the custody of their child
a littleover a month ago. The father was per-
mitted, under the ruling, to see the child once
a week. Mr. Meyer said last night that the
final disposition of the child and the question
of alimony have not yet been settled. Mrs. Van
Alstyne kidnapped the child last summer while
she was staying at the Martha Washington Ho-
tel and took him to New Jersey. The Van a;-
stynes were separated at that time, and the suit

Ifor divorce followed.

r»W ALSTYXEBOY FOVSD.

STOCK TEACHER AND INVESTOR.
A new feature of the "Railroad Quotation Rec-

ord" <lH pages), compiled by C. Mont. Benton.
''DlfclnMbl* on application to Stock Exchangebroken, is in the form of handy and origin*!ItfelH, by Tfff-re.ncQ to which one may Instantly
SSoerts the high or low prices of all !t«llioud
Stocks within tlie last two. f!\* and «»n y^ars.

For instance, every on* recalls that a few >ears
*go Northern Pacific wae niw—ni< and quadrupled
l« dj-1c« over nlglir, but how many who «>ri> not
cAugbi short In that \u25a0sock rcmtmI'"'

Mm dat*»? A
gi*noe *' the comimct tables of The B«nt< fora-
puijr chows that Northern I'adflr reached Its high-
•ate* mark of ti.ubu per »we on Hay 9, >.. Ad.t.

TAFT OX PRESIDENCY.
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