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Expert Tells How It Is Done
by Fakirs and by Others.

By Reymond L. Ditmars
Curator of Reptiles New York Zoilogical Soclety.

Poeelbly the reader can recall the performance
as we all have seen it on the circus fleld, assoclated
with brightly palnted wagons and a sea of waviag
canvas, given by ¢ “Snake Enchantress.” From
mysterious boxes come yards of serpents, writhing
and colling in ever graceful undulations. The
scaly bodies glitter and scintillate 2nd intermingle
with the Sesh and the tinsel raiment of their mis-
tress. She 1= presently within richly
tinted folds. The movements of the serpents are
slow and deliberate, with the exception of the
quivering forked tongues Chroughout the per-
formance there 1= an ntimation of complete mas-

of
tery over the reptiles. The serpents are boas and

-

embraced

pythons Technica described as “harmless
snakes,” they possess no peison fangsAbut are pro-
wided with great crushing powers and long, re-

which tear great furrows when put
Yet these formidable creatures ex-
while being wvizeorously

curved teeth
into executior
hibit me signs of hostility
handl=é.

There are two ways of hand!
the requirements of the mod
g0 tame the big fellows until they
uisite amount of dociiity
the hands of the per er. The other is to han-
dle the smaller, untam £pecies, sometimes pole
sopous, with such swiftness, dexterity and audacity
&8 to astonish end confuse the reptiles. Strange to
say, this metho not frequently accompanied
by accident=, though employed upon really danger-
©Ous serpents.

The taming of a big
tric process. Among
charming frate;nity ¢
the mill is described

ing snakes to meet
rrn show. One is
display the req-
to render them safe In

boa or a python is an ecoen-
ther men the snake
reptile thet has gone thrpugh

‘broken to han-

hers

&8 a snake

dle” The snake usually arrives from Africa by
way of European ports and should not exceed
eight or twelve feet n length. Over length
& serpent 18 too heavy 1o be conveniently handied.
Twelve-foot specimens ¢ generally described 'as
abgut fifteen feet in | They cost about $50.
. These big constrictors are always gloomy and
" pullen upon rea th destination. The 1
e I8 o give 1 without whiel
of them Lave g 8 Oor even &
r the snsake 1} in a tub r
Wiere it m 1 r a half hour, it is
allowed to t for some d until 1 ] tal
food In the shape of a rabbit or a chicken. Then
work of “‘breaking In” begius
“ ”
BREAKING” A BOA.

Btruggiing and hissing, it ie dregged from its
®ese by the mneck and liberated, when it usuall
odlls and strikes wvicloy at the object of an
poyance. The prospective performer walks about

& repeatedly, approaching as closely as possible
without coming within range of the recurved
teoth, and in every w possible endeavors to get
the reptle acc his manceuvres. Under
erdingy o the snake gradually be-
oomas indiffe:. tiis tralner in turn grows
» eROUgh to stroke

e .5 coils. Brig
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A HINDOO ENTERTAINMENT.
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HOW IT IS DONE.

The greatest requisite of the sr “ is
Rmerve, and this must be backed 1 & ugl
knowledge of the snakes. Well does the Hindoo
know that 1f his wras become accustomed to
tepsing, ti i o longer; so he keeps u
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A TAME COPPERHEAD SNAKE.

Some performers handle polsonous snakes that are actually in possession of the polson
conducting fangs.

explosion of angry hisses demonstrated the nature

|

| been use
| dling
| les

| & cc
{ f1s throat with a large syringe.
{ tin

.

of the contents—a collection of lively cobras. An-
other basket contained en incongruous palr, conelst-
ing of a ten-foot, slender-bodied king t:obrui and
a beautifully marked Russell's viper, the latter
only four feet long, although its bloated bOdi;' Y
ing and falling continuously as it hissed at the
truder, was twice the dlameter of that of
cobra

An examination of this collection of reptiles
showed all but two specimens had been deprived of
their fangs. Those with fangs had undoubtedly
as dancing snakes, requiring no han-
The king cobra, fangless, showed not the
t desire to bite or to fead. It was nourished in
ympulsory manner by forcing beaten eggs dowr_n
In two months
e it had grown a palr of fangs, become Aggres-
sively vicious apd began feeding of Its own ao-
cord upon specimens of varlous harmless snakes.
It is a notorisusly cannibalistic creature. 8o vigor-
ous had been the Hindoo's operation of depriving
the Russell's viper of its fangs, that the snake dled
after a few weeks from a suppurated condition of
the mouth. The head was skeletonized to note
how far the operation of producing its harmless-
ness had been carried. It was found that the great-
er part of the maxillary bones had been cut away,
preventing all possibility of the renewal of the
fangs

HOW SNAKES ARE “FIXED.”

The Arab fakirs are even more wary of exhibit-
ing polsonous snakes !n possession of their fanzs

is-
in-
the

all

than are the Hindoos. It {s rare to find a wander-
ing fakir with a single specimen in his collection
that has not been ‘“fixed.” The snakes used by
the latter class of ‘‘charmers” are the Egyptian
cobra, the horned viper and the common sand
viper. The fakir makes much ado about the dead-
Itness of his specimens, all of which usually have
such sore mouths that they could not be tempted to
bite.

The arrilval at the New York Zodlogical Park's
reptile house of a number of Egyptian horned
vipers, together with several of the commoner
hornless vipers of the deserts, demonstrated the
extreme cunning of the Arab snake charmer {n
up-to-date faking methods. The horned vipers are
odd looking, having an erect, spinelike horn over
each eye. Both of the species mentioned are of
the same pallid coloration, to maich the desert
s0il. When the vipers were installed in the reptile
house specimens of the rarer and more valuable
horned species were separated from the other
species, occupying an adjoining cage. Upon look-
ing over the former lot the writer was surprised
to find specimens with the horns springing from a
position behind the eve instead of directly above it,
while the scalation of such examples looked sus-
piciously like the common viper. A cioser inspec-
Uon demonsirated an interesting condition.

The clever Arab who had once owned these
snakes had evidently desired more of the horned
specimens and had pushed a couple of quills of

the desert hedgehog up from the roof of the mouth

&nd through the top of the head Immediatel
terior the brain cavity. When these Indivituals
t.ere closely inspected It was not surprisirg to find
their mouths in a state of great inflammation. The
false horns were withdrawn. the snakes’ mouths
wasined with an antiseptic solution and they were
gcon none the worse for their prolonged torture.

SOME BOLD PERFORMERS.

Here in the United States we may occaslonally
see exhibitions of snake charming that more &losely
approach the true meaning of the term than tho
ostentatious displays of the Hindoo and the Arab.
The nearest approach to actual snake charming
observed by the writer was the audaclous act of
John Sonwell, raore familiarly known as “Rattle-
snake Jack.” who performed in various dime
museums with a collection of rattlesnakes ranging
in size from a seven-foo: “diamond back' -of the
South to the viclous iittie prairie rattler.

When the writer first met this extraordinary man
he was performing in a New York museum with

seventeen rattlesnakes. During the exhibition he
turned loose upon a piatform, fenced in by a grat-
ing, a collection of apparently viclous specimens
that at onea threw their bodles into fighting coils,
harshly sounding thelr rattles. Waijting only a
moment, unt{l the snakes had somewhat calmed
from the frenzy brounght about by sudden libera-
tlon from dark boxes, the man quietly walked
among them, picking up the calmer specimens and
twining clustere of the formidabls brutes about
his neck. The demeanor on the snakes' part was
rather of surprigse than anger, though a faw of the
gpecimens were reallv tame,

Thinking thesa reptiles must surely be deprived
of their fangs, the writer made himself acquainted
with “Rattlesnake Jack” and ventured a query.
He was Informed that all of the snakes had !hxe-{r
fangs. Reaching for a big dlamond rattlesnake
that lay raspluil a sonorous tune a few feet away,
Sonwell gave the creature a slap with his hand.
when It Immediately uncoiled. Grasping it by the
taill, he swung the heavy body dexterously in a
manner that enabled him to grasp the neck. With
the snake rraclically helpless, ha pried open f{ts
jaws and dlsplayed & pair of Euga ANKS.

In a resulting friendship the writer learned that
Sonwell’s methods merely involved extreme daring
and a thorough kngwledge of snakes. From the
sama collection of Mttlers Sonwell obtalned in an
hour’s time, by grasping each snake by the neck
and inducing it to bite through a piece of chamols
tled over a tumbler, enough venom to kill fully
@« hundred men. Sonwell was finally bitten by a
big Texas rattlesnake and died a few hours later
in a Boston hospital.

The writer considers Sonwell's act to have bean
one of the bravest he has ever witnassed, In-
volving considerably mors audacity and danger
than entering a den of lions,

Another remarkable performer with poisonous
snakes is & man named Ralston, who has exhibited
his collection of polsonous snakes for a number of
years In this country. Ralston’s methods are dif-
ferent from Sonweli's. He has a sympathetia
knowledge of venomous reptiles, and carefully
tames a newly acquired specimen until it is as
gentle as a kitten. He handles his rattlesnakes,
copperheads and moccasins with the utmost non-
chalance. Yet there {s something strange, quite be-
q‘ond the writer’'s comprehension, in Ralston's worl.
hough snakes are not accredited with a high de-
gee of intelligence, the serpents appear to know

® man's very touch. After Ralston had been
handling a fair-eized rattlesnake, which remained
erfectly quiet, the writer attempted to pick up
his snake. Despite the fact that he grasped the
reptile Fentl_v by the middle of the body, it swung
about {ts head instantly at the contact of his
fingers, glared at him fixedly, then rattled so vig-
orously that it was thought wise to discontinue the
experiment.

A year ago Ralston sold a number of his tame
enakes to the Zodlogical Park. The former owner

an-

A HINDOO SNAKE CHARMER'S OUTFIT,
The snakes In the basket are cobras. Crawling from the basket is a tio poiogna (a viperk,
’

gave a little exhibitlon in the curator's office, pur-
posely mnulln% the rattlers to show their good
nature, while he actually put his finger into the

mouth of & copperhead snake. Strangely enough,
thesp very lnugel turned out to be unduly viclous,
stri at the keepers the next day as the men

cleaned the cages. With Sonwell’s bravery and
Ralston’s subtla influence over his dangerous pets
we observe the closest approach to actual snake

charming.

Mr. Hughes Takes Oath of
Office This Week at
Albany.

By James B, Morrow.
:h had been comprehensive and hearty.
been black. Likewlse vellow had been
There were no anecdotes, hut the bearded
orator was often full of laughter as
» walked the platform and pleaded his
I'ndoubtedly he had been effective and at-
ractive

“And nmow.” the chairman of the meeting said,

speech was ended, “our candidate for

will be glad to meet every person in this
nce.”” Something more seemed to be
“I am sure,”” he added, “that yvou will
better at handshaking than at public
A day or two later another chalrman
that Mr.

JTughes would “mingle with
e end show that he {8 human.” >
tlie humor of & very grave and
campaigi Before the office hunted him
n and eseized him, Chq Evans Hughes
d to talk with me for publication. He has
word, and only because it was his word
and importang before, he is more so

quality of

irles

ing

speeches before you
I asked.
public until

made political
were nominated for Governor?"”
“No; I never discussed politics in
after I became a candidate for poffice.”
“What fmpressed you the most™in the campalgn?*
“T'he earnestness of the people. 1 saw at once
that they were deeply iInterested in the issues.

P

They wera willing and prepared to listen to what
I might have to say. 1 told them that if they
elacted me Governor J should have an open mind,
hear every side, obtain as much information as
possible, and then decide for myself what ought
to be done. I said that no interest—political, finan-
clal or social, but only the interest of the people—
would influence my conduct so leng a5 T remained
] was impressed with the marked ap-
proval with whicl is was recelved. Tt indicated |
the great importance the people attached to inde-
pends and the scnse of official responsibility.
'hev cared more for an assuraance of this sort

than for any recital of partw achievement.

1 was also impressed by thie courtesy and fair-
ess of American audiences At every meeting
onspicugi= Democrats came to the piatform to
hake hands with me and to say they intended te
glve me their support. Of course, I eapected such
men 10 be fair and to listen to what I had to say.
But gt all of the meetings, and it was especlally
80 in the city of New York, many persons were
present who were hostile to me and the sentiment
for which I stood. Nevertheless, they treated me

respect, gand Iin gio instance did T haar an

*neive word, aithough I was plain spoken
nit, T never recelved better treatment in
my life
PEOPLE WANT THE RIGHT THING.
Again 1 was impressed by the discovery that

the per wanted to do the right thing, and that
they were thougintful and reasonable. You see, I
was new 1o the stump and iocoked for more partisan
feeling and less regard for the intellectual and
moral requirements of the occasicn., There were
brass bsnds enough and cheers, too, but the po-
tential of the campaign ware those of
1eason and conscience and not lung power.”
Had you any fear cof being beaten?"

“I never thought much about it. In fact, I pur-
posely put it out of my mind At the beginning I
concluded that the electicn would be close. No
matter what I heard later--and, of course, much
thut was encouraging wae brought to me—I 4id not
change my opinion. I was nominated without per-
sonal effort on my part, because it was thought I
represented a sentiment which had become im-
portant in the state. I wanted those who had been
earnest in my support to feel that their case had
been tried, and then, if, after doing all we could,
we were defeated, 1 was willing to accept the re-
sult without complaint and go on with the practice
of my profession. 8o I had no worry In regard to
the matter. At the same time, I did not minimize
the honor which attaches to the highest office In
Lthe greatest of American states.”

“Lo you see any dangers ahead for the American
people?’

“There will be no serfous trouble in this country
if the men who are elected to office actually repre-
#ent the people. This, let me say, is a vitally im‘
poitant matter. The word people is frequently a

«ry cheap collective noun. Politicians often em-
ploy it aud describe themselves as the friénds of
the people. But real sympethy with democratic in-
stitutionus Is not £0 common. Now, I believe in the
pegple. OFf course they are likely to be misled and
sometimes go wrong, but If given a period in which
1o think and obtain information they are genarally
nd in their conclusians and reasonable in theilr
demands. IL s & conmuuonplace to say thet the peo-
pie must be foremost in the minds of those In
offos. But ase they? Sometimes they ase and

influences

LR
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IDEALS.

sometimes they are not. We shall bas untroubled as
a nation only when the administrators of the gov-
ernment are mindful of their responsibllity to all
the people and are not subservient to other influ-
ences.

““The people kmow pretty well what they want.
They will excuse errors of judgment, but {f gelfish
interests obstruct the getting ot the things they
need and demand, and continue in that obstruction,
there may be serfous perils ahead. There is a state
of mind called righteously indignant. Very well.
There is safety up to that point, and accompanying
it there may be reform and other governmental
blessings. Beyond a proper indignation, however,
there may be a violence of feeling which will bode
no good to any one. It is wise to heed the peopis
and recognize their just demands. Some men, or
course, are never satisfled. They trade on dissatis-
faction. I am not speaking of them, but of the
great majority of Americans, who are virtuous, pa-
triotic &nd rational. They demand a fair chance
for 1%emselves and every other cltizen. They be-
lieve in democratic institutions. Furthermore, they
are determined that no particular interest shall rule
this country. If our public men, our lawmakers

CHARLES EVANS HUGHES.
The newly elected Governor of the State of New
York, who wiil take the oath of office this
week.
(Copyright, 1005, by Pach Brothers, New York.)
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and administrators keep close to the fundamental
principles of our Republic we shall have nothing to

fear.”
AMBITION, NOT GREED.

“Wouid vou say that Americans are too fond of
money 7"

“I don't think we love monay because it {s money.
How many young men of talent start out in life
with a lust for riches? Very few, and those who
do are abnormal. Here and thers, maybe, a miser
counts his gold with the shutters up, the door
locked and the light turned down. He Is no more
a representative American than he is a representa- |
tive Englishman, Frenchman or German. The young
men in this country, I belleve, seek the occupation, ,
business or profession which will best give expres- |
glon to their Individuality.

“A boy reads about men who have achleved sue-
cess. 1Hls heroes, his patterns, are usually patriots,
writers, jurists, physiclans, sclentists, merchants,
business men, and workers in various lines. It {s
the ideal which fascinates youth. A young fellow's
first thought 18 to become eminent {n whatever pur-
suit he undertakes. He will be a good lawyer, an
able physiclan, a distingulshed engineer, or a sue-
cessful farmer, and show his friends, acquaintances
and the world that he is capable and worthy of re-
spect. Money, so far, that is, the mere desire to ac- |
cumulate, has not entered into his intentions or
ambition. If he chooses to be a inerchant or manu- l
facturer he recognizes the need of capital, but only
as @ means toward an end. And, of course, he
wents comfort and & competency. But what he
most wishes is to succeed, to show what 18 in him,
to express himeself,

“80 he goes forward. If he 18 In business he be-
comes prosperous and by and by enters that phase
of his life where money is actually the measure-
ment of accomplishment. He hears that Brown,
Lls competitor, maybe, is worth a million dollara
Must he confess that Brown is the better man?
Then He overtakes Smith, who has three miliions.

Money for its own sake has lttle to do with the
It becomes,

contest in truth, slmply the yard-
stick for daeds, the mensure of success, as it 1s
termed bhere may he such prodigious

wezlth I
that It becomes a4 matter of bookkseping, being too
big to estimate Or count in the ordinary way, but |

| ol

it does not follow that it hag been sought as an end
In itself. Very llkely the possessor will keenly
realize the vanity of great riches. Every normal
man wants to be respscted, both for his character
and for his ability. And, however much he may
scoumulate, he desires tha genuine respect of his
fellow men.

“Toll, you are reported to have said, never
breaks ons down?*

“It would be a slander agalnst some excellent
men to say that work doesn't kill. But the fatali-
ties of toll are few. Hxercise, dfet and sleep, If
there is no worry, will carry almost any man over
the weariness and exactlons of strenuous bodlly or
mental labor. However, exercise can be overdone.
A college student may accustom himself to two
or three hours in the gymnasiura or out of doors,
but when he gets into the work of the worid will
be compelled to take his exercisa by piecemesal
and often go without it altogether. I walk when I
can, here a block and there a blook. I take regu-
lar exercises {n the morning for fifteen minutes. My
rules of work and health embrace eight hours of
sleep on the avarage, temperale eating and cheer-
fulness. No one should let small things of the day
sunoy him. The pin pricks of little worrles are
worse than hard labor.”

“I suppose the insuranca Investigation was your
longest sustained effort?”’

“Yes. I returned from Europe the last of Au-
gust, aad from that time untll the 22d of February
following I was constantly employed. After that I
worked Into April. I would work during the day
and at night, In this room, would prepare for the
day following. All of the physical exercise I got
during January anl Fabruary was crowded into ten
minutes each morning. I would walk briskly around
tha block after breakfast, but I slept regularly and
watched my dlet.”

“Bx-Governor Black says that you are a genius
in untangling accounts and in comprehending tech-
nical bookkeeping statements. FHe told me that If
five cents had bheen stolen twenty vears ago and
covered up under a ton of fournals and ledgers
yon would find 1t. How did you get skill in such

matters?”
ADVICE FOR YOUNG LAWYERS.
“Oh, Governor Black has given an extravagant

fllustration. All T know about bookkeeping has
been learned since I came to the bar. One is likely
to be thrown {nto more or less mental disorder
when a lot of books and trial balances sre put
down in front of him. Tha first Inclination is to call
for help, for an expert to read out the truth from
the mass of hieroglyphics. But accounts are not
g0 complicated as they seem. The facts you want
are there. All that remains to be done {3 to search
for them."

“What would you say te a young lawyer who
asked vour advice?”

“T would tell him to bea industrious and inde-
pendent.”

“Independent?”’

“Yes. A young fellow comes the bar, and
naturally wants to get on. He makes as many
acquaintances as he can, and takes every case that
{8 offered. The first thing he knows serviceability
is all the capital he has. Now, serviceability !s
e poor thing to depend on, because when you can't
be serviceable to men who desire to use you they
leave you alone. A lawyer looks back on his life
and sees where he might have surrendered his In-
telleotual independence for fees and the loss of his
character and self-respect. You hear of prosperous
lawyers. You see their names in the newspapers,
But the judgment of the profession is the test. It
is s0 In medicine, literature and all else. You want
littla to do with the physiclan who is out of stand-
ing among other physiclans. A lawyer must toil
early and late, must acquire wisdom, and to be
really successful must be respected by the bar.”

"Are the moral standards of the business men of
America any higher than they were ten years
ago?”

“Dacidedly higher. The business men themselves
are anxious for better conditions. Money unfairly
made 18 now considered to be a disgrace to fits
possessor. There has been a moral awakening in
the United States, and personal integrity has been
rarely, if ever before, so universally esteemed.”

THE BREAD OF TO-MORROW.

There are signs that New York is coming to a
haleyon age when bread will be as cheap, as good
and as abundant as in the far-famed restaurants
of Paris. Places exist here and there at which
the real French, Itallan and Viennese bread can
be had, but anythiug like the network of bakerles
which supplies the chief city of France Is as yet
undeveloped. In the evolution of the system gas
ov:ns will play a prominent role.

“The reason why people extol the bread of
Paris,” sald a thoroughly up to date baker who
had travelled all over Burope studying breadstufrs,
“is that it's always fresh. There is a little bakery
on every corner, and they bake three or four times
& day. French bread isn't good when It ig a dayv
It gets tough. Now, this bread,” he took up
n fai, brown, wholesome looking “mother's loaf."

“this bread will toast when it's a week old. It's
made in the real old home made e
The best substitutes whioh - - -

to

found for the Buropean corner bakery is a big cen-
tral factory from which the bread can be dis-
tributed in delivery wagons. But thers are dlsad-
vantages and wdvamaies to this plan. It is m:»od‘i
in that the central bakery can be supervised an.
kept rfectly clean—and usually {s; It {3 not so
ood In that the bread must be handled more or
ess.

Obviously the {deal plan would be for the corner
bakery to have all the up to date methods and
mechanism of the large factory.

With the gas oven, however, this is actually
coming to pass. The oven can stand in the corner
of the bakery, or anywhere, and people can come
in and get the big, warm, sweet smelling loaves
the minute they are gut of the oven. Automati
mixers mix the bread in stated proportions. an
the element of chance is all but eliminated.—
Gas Togle,

ENGLISH PEACEMAKER.

Augustine Birrell In and Out of
Parliament.

London, December 18.

A man of many resources has been in charge
of the Education bill over which the Houses of
Parliament have been wrangling for a yean
Mr. Augustine Birreil has had the unenviable
task of establishing a system of education which
would satisfy the consciences of all religious
bodles; and while his methods have been con-
demned by extremists and the results of his
labora have been disappointing to them, he him-
self emerges from the protracted struggle with-
out an enemy in either house. This is perhaps
a greater achievement than the passage of a
compromise measure, and it is due to a com-
bination of brilllant gifts and sterling qualitles.
Mr. Forster succeedad in forcing the original
Education bi!ll through Parliament by appealing
to the Opposition for support, and there was
irreconcilable resentment on the part of the
Nonconformists, who never forgave him, al-
though they were subsequently loyal to Mnr.
Gladstone. Mr. Birrell has not caused estrange-
ment of the Free Churchmen, whose grievances
he undertook to remove; and while his bill has
been bitterly assailed by High Churchmen and
Roman Catholics, he has been credited with
making an earnest effort to effect a reasonable
settlement of the burning question of religious
instruction. An adroit tacticlan, willing to give
and take, he has been too wary to bs ma-
neeuvred out of his position as the leader of
Nonconformity.

Mr. Birrell has been {intensely in earnest
throughout this struggle. How could he have
been otherwise when his father was a Baptist
preacher and his mother a minlster's daughter,
and he himself, with his spectacles and his
solemn, sharp featured visage, seemed to have
been born for the pulpit? From early environ-
ment and lifelong association he has understood
the feeling of Nonconformity on this question
of absolute public control over schools supported
by taxation and of the removal of all religious
teats for teachers; and while he has been will-
Ing to make concessions for the sake of peacs,
he has not estranged the sympathies nor be-
trayed the confildence of Free Churchmen.
They have been his chief clients, and as a sue-
cessful barrister, who has had a lucrative prac-
tice in the courts, he has not lost sight of thelr
interests, even when he was sacrificing the
chances of a measure on which he had expended
all his resources of tact, patience and flextbility.
Barristers are seldom favorites in the House of
Commeons, but Mr. Birrell, like gemial Sir Frank
Lockwood, whose memoir he wrote with appre-
clative sympathy, Is an exception. This !s be-
cause he lacks the English advocate’s dry and
perfunctory manner of arguing a case. Thare
is lucld exposition without dulness, mastery of
literary form without professtonal mannecism,
an unfalling reserve of quaint humor without
bitterness or malevolence. As he stands in &
characteristic attitude, with his arms folded
across his bhreast, his head thrown back and his
mouth and chin firmly set, he looks like one of
Cromwell's Puritans and commands respect as a
man of force; but when his serlous face relaxes
and lights up with humor, he {s the Cavaller,
woolng the muses, toying with sarcasms and
pleasantries and revelling in rollicking wit.

There are many phrase makers in the Com-
'mons, but there are only two genuine humorists,
One is Mr. Healy and the other is the vietlm of
one of his most mordant sarcasms- Mr. Birrell.
When Mr. Healy colned the word “Birreligion,” ]
As & epitome of the moralities of which the
Frealdent of the

official evangel, he mada the best Parltamentary
Joke of the year. Mr. Birrell is not & master of
invective and irony as the brilllant Irishman in
but he is a literary artist whose natural vivacity
is mellowed and sweetened by humor. Ha dee
lights in paradoxes; his {s a bright and sparkling
wit which leaves no sting behind it, and his
quaintest conceits have a bookish quality a8
though he may have tried them on the benige
nant ghosts haunting his library. At the bar hé
has conveyed the impression that his bralny,
rather than his heart {3 enmeshed in the subtles
ties of the law, and In the Commons he ofteny
has the dazed and discontented alr of a man
who i= bored by politica He is happlest among
his books in his Cheisea library, where lUtsrature
is his recreation, and he is mest companionable
at a tadle where ha {5 surrounded with men of
lettera. A golfer like Mr, Balfour and a biogra~
pher and philosopher llke Mr. Morlay, he i3 also
a buok hunter as Mr. Gladstons was—probably
the only mean in Parllament who is ever seen
prowling among bookstalls from sheer love of
the game.

Mr. Birrell's heart may not be in politics, duf
his management of the Education bill has been
remarkable for sound judgmsant and flneese, Al-
ternately firm and flexible, he has held tha
Commons until the amendments proposed by the
Lords were summarily rejectsd by an overe
whelming majority without considsration; and
while apparently inflexible when ths framee

AUGUSTINE BIRRELL.

work and principles of the measure were as-
safled, he has been conciliatory in minor detalls
and willing at the last moment to make sub-
stantial concesslons. Partisans have charged
him with playing fast and loose with both houses
and all factions, and with manceuvring the
government out of a false and untenable position
by leaving the bridges open for retreat when hs
was ordering a general assault upon the strong-
hold of privilegen When the excitement of
zealots and extremists subsides he will appear
in his true light as a cool headed and sagacious
statesman rather than a crafty and dexterous
tacticlan. He has perceived with sobristy of
judgment that the country has wanted a reason-
able and temperate settlement of the educational
question, and he has labored strenuously _!n '.ha
interest of peace. L N. F.

LIFE IN TEXAS.

Tom Johnson, the fourteen-vear-old son of Johw
Johnson, who lives near Gates Valley. Alascosa
County, went out hunting one day recently and lost
his way In a 100,000-acre pasture. He wandered
around in the pasture for three days Dbefore &
searching party found him. He was without tocd
and water during all that time, He was thirty-five
miles from home when found.

Floyd Kirksey, the seven-year-old som of Dixle
Kirksey, a resident of Hillsboro, died from an
abscess of the braln recently. An autopsy revealsd
that the seed of a plant of some kind had lodged
in his ear and that it had sprouted, producing the
abecess.

An underground river was struck near Marfa
while boring a well at a depth of 200 feet With
the artesian flow which poursd forth from the
mouth of the well came several articles of wearing

apparel. This fact led to the conclusion that tlbc
river had its source In Arizona and that the artic .‘.

mentioned were lost tn the flood at ¢
which ocourred recently.

R. E. Parley and J. B. Frank, of Rockport,
caught a meonster jewfish which weighed 563
pounds, in the bay near that place a few Jdays ago.
Ou the same day they caught another jewflah
which weighed #0 pounds, P

D ———————
REASSURED.
“Did you hear that noise? What can it be™
demanded the janitor of the fashionabla aparte
ment house.

Board of Rgucaton was the | thought

His wife went out inte the hall and raturned,
“It was nothing but a rat,” s:;)a‘a;l'nhwo‘ “§

“Ah,” sighed the janitor.
~ » chfld."-~The Bohamian - -~



