
Dcrkcly Castle. DurJcncJ With Edward 11 > Curse. Where One Lon>. Scene
oi Dramas and Crimes'* Hav< Occurred.

tical property is a moot question. The wife of the
-eventh Xlarquis of Lothian felt so uneasy a* firing
.-.: New Battle Abbey, that she proceeded to Rome,
and confided her scruples and fears about the mat-
rer to Pms IX. She informed him that the Lords
of Lothian are descended in .:direct line from the
1..-t Roman Catholic abbot ;New Bat tie Abbey, a
prelate who forsook the Ch trch of Rome at the
time of the Reformation, and joined the I'r.'testant

Church. Wedding Lady Helen Leslie, he retained
possession of both the abbey and lands of the
monastic order of which he had until then Iten the
head, and whuh had been given by David I •:"
Scotland to the White Monks of the Cister< i.ir. r.rder
several hundred years previously. \, \u25a0 context;
with absolving hin.self from his vows oj celibacy,
the abbot coolly pulled down the monas* ry anil
the stately abbey which formed part thereof, ar.-l
made use vi the materials to build hxmseli .. cone-
try seat on the very same site

After hearing what the Marchioness had to say,
the venerable pontiff said, "Remain quietly where
you are. without worrying yourself, my daughter."
Bui Lady Lothian would not be, comfi rl \u25a0' until
she had obtained from His Holiness a d- <. ttmeni
bearing his sign manual, authorizing fc frselt and
her children to occupy their Scottish ri'.e :n
peace This papal permit is now preserv< !among
the family archives of the Lords of Lothi. in the
very same ease which contains the origia; .i<vv.-
ments forming the grant of New Butt'.e A fcey bj
King David to the ("i^ter an monks.

Family Finally Scared Out

BUT in :'(. of this papal permit, Fate •
\u25a0 \u25a0 nhe-

les>see:ns to pursue the House of Kerr . a huh
the Marquis is chief, t.> such an extent thai ceither
he nor any of the members of his family :\u25a0- willing
to live there . He may be said to owe hid -••:\u25a0. > essicn
to the family honors to one of the many trageuta
that figure in the history of Iris house, i elder
brother having had his brains blown out ac« : ' taT"
while duck shooting in Australia.

Berkeley Castle
—

where Edward 11 wa \u25a0
' to

death m so atrocious a fashion, and which.
'

Until
with his dying curse, has brought so man} ti i;edi<3
to its owners that their anna's may be r. - '.ti! us
t>ne long series of dramas and crime:

—
an I

of other old manors and country houses . '\u25a0 1c
cited, toshow how well founded are the sup<
fears entertained by many people ©n ::
of -^> called "imluikv houses

BIRDS AS SEED CARRIERS
ACCORDING to a scientist attached to t.m-

tif the Government bureaus at Washing-
ton, birds evince a surprising inclination

to act as seed carriers in various quarters of the
world

Two centuries ago the Dutch destroyed every
nutmeg tree in the Moluccas in order to ci
monopoly oi tin business, having j.lantt.l the trees
•.11 their own possessions. In >i>iu- of their m.ist
earnest efforts, however, the islands were constantly
being restocked i?or a l«-n),' time the thing was a.. l>ut at length it was solved.

Tlif doves of that quarter of the globe are <>f large
size, and readih swallow the seeds of the nutmegThey traverse wide stretches of sea .m<l land in a
few hours, and deposit the seeds not only uninjured,
but better fitted for germination by the heat and
moisture of the bird's system. By a similarprocess
thousands of acr< oi land have been covered with
trees oi different kinds, the birds acting as Nature's
agents in the dissemination of plants.

Darw in found in mx grains of earth adhering tt> the
feet of a plover three different km«l> t.t seeds, and in
mud sticking to tin- feet t.t dvi ks and geese sh>>t in
England he found the seeds >\u25a0! 1plants peculiar to the
Victoria Nyanza, in Central Africa, thus proving
not only the extent of migration, but also the pos-
sibility of plants appearing in strange localities
t.v.ou^U the agency « -t these birds.

In the mud <>n the feet of a Texas steer the seedi
of five different kind and grasses common

in IVx.t. were found b\ a mv rost
arrival of the annual m \,v\ York.None oi the great in>entions of
1..-..- in rapidit) of travel with that of -. nu- IThat sohtary cruiser of the deep, tlbird, can cross the Atlantu IVean, a tl
two thousand units, m a single nig] 1 1 ,• won-jlerful bird must travel .ir th,

i< ast one hundred and 6ft> miles an •• \u0084•,
sur|vassing any automobile or loci •

yet been built. Fast express trains often rea« h and
maintain the speed of ninet) miles an b ur for -h->rtdistances, but the velocity .«[ these greyhounds of
the rail1 ,•. lipsed bj the common chimne> swallow
which sometimes for hours maintains an a •

-I<< .1 oi from ninet} t.. one hundred auk

The Fastest Living Thintf
PROBABLY the swiftest of al

is the Mack swift, a small bird whkh baabeen known to travel twohundred and seventy-su
units in an hour, or over twice as fast .1- the auto-mobile would have gone could it have maintained
foe an hour the speed of its record run of abouttwo milts a minnte at Ormond Beach

The rapidity oi the fftghi t.t bank is very decep-tive, and thf average person usually underestimates
their speed 1 once asked ten persons how fasi they
thought .n.ws flew, and six <>i them said about ten
miles an h«>ur, and the remaining four about five
In reality the crowj travels from twenty-n>

thirty miles an hour, or .*s fast as the average local
passenger train.

Ducks are am:,;; he >\\n":cs: flying birds. The
mallard .iii.lpintail members of. this family fly tr< -*

forty to .sixty miles an hour, and the teal with i

favorable wind often reaches the astonishing veloc-
ity of ninety to a. hundred miles an hour. Several
years ago, when going from New York to Chicaj!0,
on the engine of one of the fastest trains, we were
spinning along the edge «.\u25a0£ a long marshy lake _.it
about forty miles an hour, when four ducks which
had been sitting in the water near the tracks tooK
Might just before the train came abreast of then.
and started •\u25a0" in the same direction. "Here's i

chance for a race!" the engineer shouted as he drov
out the throttle. The ducks, frightened by the r<.ar
ofthe train, slowly gained on us.

"'
How fast are we

going?" Ishouted in the engineer's car. He held
up five fingers, and Iknew we were rolling along *<\u25a0

*

fiftymiles an hour. The train's speed had increased
to sixty-rive miles an hour betore we began to
overhaul the ducks; but they reached the end >.i

the lake before we were even with them, and then
veered oiland vanished as we shot by.

Observation has shown that a passenger pigecti
can travel one thousand miles in a da , and the
turtle doves which people who live is the country
often see in their barnyards fly at the amazing rate
of fifty miles an hour. Carrier pigeons in calm
weather often travel froxn thirty to fiftyruiles an
hour.

When
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•
But i

• lediateh ..
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\u25a0 Michael Grace • t Xew York
Poyntz's death, Cowdra
to Lord Egmont, \u25a0

• !
iion •me "fhis ancestor > foi \u25a0

th his a >lonization and 10 vei

ship of (i«-"r^!.i Not content with buying . .
burdened with a malediction, Lord Egmont maj be
said to have bn Iray .i family cvi c
ci his own, inmi his estates in the South •>t Ireland

. v;<ifs that the fifth Earl of Egmont
ed \u25a0'\u25a0 i>y .i widow <>n hi. Irish properi

jx.->tl fiction, owing to the fad that
:V H-it the Earl »vas

and ''-.''l
"

and her s.m ]
\u25a0

nto the roadside, ••
\u25a0• \u25a0 . k man expired

.i couple "i hours latei the n -alt of exposure
and < 't the rough treatment t«i which he had been
subjected The widow in her bitter anguish went
down "ii her kne» by the corpse of her boy, .mil

1 t!u Karl a. only an Irish peasant pray-
lleaven that neither he ii"r any of !..

\u25a0 : \u25a0

'
i • . i : ive, .m !u-ir.

The Answer to the Curse

1.1 if the prayer had been heard;
i the fifthEarldied without issue, and wa•

\u25a0 U-'\ by his cousin the sixth Earl, fhe
\u25a0• died childless, and was succeeded t p v a

n, the late Earl, \'.h<i in tutu had no children,
and was followed in the honoi and estates by his
kinsman, the present Earl This nobleman, iep-
arated from hi> American wife, formerly a barmaid
in London, without any divorce, has no offspring;
while the m image ut his younger brother and next
heir to the peerage, until recently a policeman at
Johannesburg, has remained childless After that
in the line <>f succession is old Spencer Perceval,
an octogenarian, whose only son, Henry Godfrey
Perceval, was murdered, with his wife and only
child, in Nebraska, on September -•<), 1884, under
the most shocking circumstances. The crime at-
tracted considerable sensation at the time, nol
only by reason of its atrocity, but also by the fact
that a grand uncle of the victim, the Right lion
S]m :n . 1 Perceval, while Premier ol Great Britain,

\u25a0u.i> assassinated in the lobby of the. House of Com-
mons, The present Lord Egmont has spent much
of his life in this country^ an<l has had a most ad-
venturous career For. before succeeding to the
earldom, he had been in turn a sailor before the
mast, a member of the London fire brigade, a _i.«m-
tor of the town hall »>t Chelsea, a market gardener,
and all sorts of other things besides, and even now
is far from well off, owing to the fact of his being
saddled with a big place like Cowdray Park, with-
out the necessary means tomaintain it in fittingstyle.

Cecil Rhodes is regarded by people :n SufT Ik-
shire as having been a victim oJ the curse wnieh
rests up«m Dalham Hall Certain it is that hie died
unexpectedly only .i few months after having pur-
chased it from Sir Robert Affleck. He bequeathed
it to his brother, the popular Colonel Frank Rhodes,
one of the li.nit \u25a0 of the memorable Transvaal raid.

Another Owner Died

HE in turn enjoyed possession of Dalham Hall for
only a short time before being gathered to his

fathers, although he seemed hen he took possession
of the place good for many years to come. Since
then it has changed hands twice. The mansion,
which is of brick, and was built away back in the
days of William and Mary, that is to say, shortly
after the Stuarts had been driven from the throne
of England, occupies the site of a famous monastery
th.it shared the fate of SO many other estabhsh-
in.: sof tlie -saint' kind at the time of the Reforma-
tion, in having its ecclesiastical i*vupants driven
out, when, after it had been looted and plundered,
it was given to one of the minions • King Henry
VIII. Subsequently it became the re> dence of the
Anglican Bishops of El)

But even they found the place too heavily bur-
dened on account of the blighting malediction of
its former monastic owners. They got rid of it.
and it passed through several hands before it was
acquired by the Affleck family The latter are a
branch of the old House of Auchinleck. The sec-
ond baronet, a nephew of the A.lk .!. married an
American girl, a daughter of Thomas Clark of New
York. The next successor was .i cousin. In fact,
the Dalham Hall property has never passed from
father toson, and the present baronet, who recently
figured in the bankruptcy court, has no issue,
while his only two surviving brothers, three having
already died, are likewise childless.

To what extent the Church has the power to lift
curses of this kind imposed upon former ecclesias-
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New Battle Abbey, the
Scene of Endless

Misfortunes.


