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the dav before I was to sail 1
n, returning late from an en-
tertainment, I was told that a man had been waiting

v hours to see me. It proved to be Prince Alexan-
der.  He told me that as a boy at school in England
he had heard me sing at the Crystal Palace. The
memory of it, he said, had staved ‘with him all those
years, and he insisted that [ delay my sailing, that he
might entertain me at dinner. My hostess whis-
sered, * You must; it is a roval command.” Finally

agreed. During the dinner he would turn to me
and say, “To think that I am dining with the Miss
Thursby whom I heard as a boy! No voice has ever
touched me as yours did. I little thought I should
have the honor of meeting vou.”

Some have said that the reward of a singer is at
the end of her song or never.  Longfellow knew bet =
ter than that, when he wrote “The Arrow and t!
Song.”  The applause of the moment is all veryv
grateful, but the memory of the song that is left in
the hearts of friends that it has raised up for us is
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Foresaw New York's Growth
AURICE STRAKOSCH was a m
and alwavs ahead of his time. He
posed building an opera house at 30 t., New
ork, where the Metropolitan now stands, and at the
time people declared him crazy because of the idea
putting a great place of amusement so far up tow
3ut he saw the possibilities and the great futu
vew York, and the very plans that he project
building of that opera house, which were pub
d at the time in “ The Graphic,” werefadopted
when the Metropolitan was built, though no credit
has ever been given him for the inspiration
When I was singing in Leipsic under his
ment, Mr. Strakosch heard Wagner f
t

ind foresaw it hold that his

He lasstsd That 1| Was His Swster.

bound to have on the American public. He engaged
all the members of the company then singing
there for a tour of the United States. The con-
tracts were made out and he sent word of the
undertaking to his brother, Max Strakosch, who
wrote back that American audiences would not
Iisten to Wagner. the plan was abandoned.

It was the same with him n selection of voices,

TRIALS OF ORCHID
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An official of the Botanic Gardens at Washington
tells of the perseverance displayved by an agent for
that institution

This agent was sent to New Guinea some vears ago
to look for a dendrobiym, then very rare. For months
he dwelt among the natives, faring as they fared, and
living under the most trving conditions. But he
secured about four hundred of the coveted plants
and loaded them on a little schooner. Then, thinke
ing his mission accomplished, he hastened away with
his trophies. But on putting into a port in Dutch
New Guinea he had the misfortune to see his vessel
burned to the water’s edge

He was ordered to go back for more plants. He

s paid for rare and new
bitant, but when the figures
le of the hardships endured
r are seen to be reasonable

the s

went. This time he found a magnificent collec

of the orchids growing in a native burving grou
among exposed bones and skulls. ‘
It was no easy

matter to obtain permussion to
remove the pl;m!s. especially as some of the skulls
h.u[ to be removed with them. However, at last the
natives consented, sending with the consignment a
httile v«_lul to watch over the spirits of the departed.
This _time the orchids reached their destination.
Inferior varieties, which the agent had been per-
mitted to gather in addition to the specimens desired
for the Government’s garden, were sold in the open
market at prices ranging from twenty-six to one
hundred and forty-eight dollars each.

Many such plants will grow in swamps, which the
natives themselves regard with dread as the home of
fever and mosquitoes. To go in search of the orchids
is often to face death. One agent, detained at
Panama, went to look for an orchid he had heard

1907

French
rpher C

that she
rd all unt

An Inconvenient ™ Be

oncert.

wild ok

. 1 .
hotel, ar

recetved a4 note t
i consu
photog
s :!Yll'\
Police, excla
vhat kind of
anvway, w doesn’t know
Years went by I had su
Europe and America, and :
Gray, whose mnterest was assoctated
mings. One dav [ got a churc!

an

TP 373

“Con written on it

Grayv. The address give i

so I trudged over to the other e

hittle old man, bent with age. can -

this Emma’” he asked. He 4

through business misfortunes, ! g
ad remained happy thr .

seen a beautiful Christan -

“1 have followed vour wl g
he said that morning 2
hour that I might hear

It was a tender privil
n all famthar favon
e was dead I went over

\-‘.-L Ever Bright and Fair,”" ¢

his

HUNTING

k from the swamyp. o &&

C

s carried b
culties of the

of. and
The dt

WOrs are

o
(>
1]

dangers. One collector was known to wa I
waist wd for a fortnig seeking a specimes
of which he had heard. and another lived among the
Indians Brazil for nine months, peering thro

the tangled jungle for a lost varety

To obtain the orchids that gr
lector must hire a certain area «
right to fell the timber. As the natives ¢
trusted to climb the trees and gather the p
wasteful plan of cutting down the trees i
and he gathers his specimens from the fall

The forest being often inland, the p! In
being collected, must be carried to river or sed s
one case they were carried for six weeks on mé#
Sacks from the mountains to a river, then sis weekS
in canoes, with twenty portages, and then :oll"'ﬂ
over the ocean.
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