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PRINCIPAL HOTEL AT MONTREAT, N. C.
Town founded by John S. Huyler, candy m nufacturer of this city, with brilliant promise,

but sold the other day to the Presbyterian Synod of that state.
I

Synod of North Carolina additional confirma-
tion of the oft repeated assert inn that towns,

like poets, axe born and not made.
Though the liev. John S. Collins, a Congre-

had a Ore. Ele-ren yrars ago electric lights

were introduced, but that is the only modern
improvement. A stranger walking through the
vtliauge now misses all the signs of common

PRINCIPAL HOTEL AT BROUGHTON, N. S.

Town that was founded in the forest with lavish outlay in 1904, but soon aba
t« decay.

No longer is the little church filled as former-
ly. Only a few... there
now. This churrh is perhaps unique In Amer-
ica, in that itis finished inside with birch bark.

The walls and a'tar are covered with this, and

the seats are made of birch poles with the bark
still attached. The ••-..-•. between the dull
gray nf the bark and the heavy brass cross and

andlesticks presented to the church by various
members of the Broughton company is striking.

Other sigr.s of hard times then began to ap-
pear TLr- alt was cut down and the general

mar.iger and chief engineer resigned. It was
enn-'un'-ed that President Mayhew was going to
fr.ar.agt1 the company himself, and he came out

from England to direct operations. After a few

tnon'.hs he went back to the old country, leav-
ing his son in charge. This was the last he was
ever to see of that son. for a few months later
the young man cut his throat in a lonely farm-
house near the scene of the company's opera-

tion?. Why he did the deed may never be
known. He took Us secret with him to the
grave, but the general \u25a0\u25a0•\u25a0\u25a0. was that the
company's trouble had something to do with It.
The EcU-ide of young Mayhew was the last
blow to bring Broughton's troubles to a cul-
xr.ir.ation. Disheartened byhis son's sad ending,
Horace Mayhew, ft., relinquished all his inter-
est in the place. The few persons who still lived
in the Broughton Arms moved to Sydney, and
that ho;e! and the Crown were closed and now
Ftand er-:r>!y, representing between them $00,000
practically tlrrown away.

One of the two hotels that were erected, the

Crown. wa.s intended for the workingmen. and
the other, the I'.roughton Arms, for the officials
and transient guests. The Broughton Arms in
luxuriant'1 cf i-guipmrnt is unsurpassed in the
Maritime Provinces of Canada. [• strongly re-
sembles ar. old Kuglish tavern of the eighteenth
century. The floors are hard wood, and in the
trirr. black walnut predomi nates. Rich pile car-
pet? cover the floor, and rare ornaments from
I>ondin and Paris adorn the walls. There is a
tel«'phcne in every room, and the furniture is of

the ":»«t. A manager was imported from New
lurk to run the hotel, an excellent chef took
charge of the culinary department, and for a
Sme everything went well.

The company, however, soon began to eneoun-
t r difficulties. It planned to ship Its coal

•\u25a0%\u25a0• r :he Sydney & Louisburg Railway to either
rydrjcy or I lisburg. and a track was laid to

connect with the Sydney & Liouisburg line.
Put when the track had been laid it was discov-
r.-d that the Dominion Coal Company, which
•whs the Sydney &Louisburg Railway, wouldn't
allow the new company to use it. Undaunted,
th- men behind it set about to construct a line
of their own from Uroughton to Sydney and
from Brou^hton to LouLsburg. Surveys were
made, and. as it was found that it would be a

much more expensive undertaking than at first
en;i'"pated. the Nova Scotian government was
sjT'ruaclied for a subsidy. This was never
jrra:.!•<1.

Often ncfu^e to Tnl:c Root Where

They Are Planted.
rise:. fall of Broughton. the town which

ire

I

car*
,

sreton Coal
- [ran and Baflway Com-

,y laid out in the forest wilds or the island

I^eion. a part of Nova Scotia, furnish
°; jjjjjstration of the difficultyof making a town

tj.o w just where it Ls wanted to.

O'i the purchase of the Broughton areas 1n

io<>4 by a*1 English syndicate, work was started

„,•;•}]vim. L^rpe pangs of men were employed

.jic-oreriEP the coal veins and in other prelimi-

nary work about the mine. Houses went up as if
\u0084.raa£io, and the nucleus of a permanent pop-

ulation had been established, when suddenly

ar.d without the slightest warning orders were

riven to ck-se down everything. Operations
ceased, and gradually those who had taken up

t},rirresidents in the little mushroom town in
{».. woods, realizing that the boom had "busted,"

parked VP a:i" 'eft it *or more remunerative
fields. To-day there are not more than sixty

people In the town.

Inall cf its eighty-one years the villagenorer

The only thing- that did not go with the vi!-
.lge was the reciorr and church of Ft. John's
parish. For aii inhabited place Wilkinsonville
Is as near to a deserted village as can be found.
It rcade a brave start in life, but prosperity
took another road.
In 1535 Jeremiah Stone •

i Id what was known
as the Dudley farm to Asa Waters, of Millbury,

Mass. The latter in182 sold to David Wiikin-
tor;, of Pawtucket. the farm and all the water
privileges. He built mills and Wilklnsoi
flourished for some years. lie built an Snn which
b*-cam<- fatuous to coacbers on the through B

•-
tnn-Pnn Idence turnpike. In 1839 he felt the
general depression in mil] circles throughout

New England and was forced to sell out to IL
K. Slitter. When the Slaters di>d off there was
nothing ]• ft for the town to do but :\u25a0 line, Its
X-uLlic ay lion to the highest bidder was the
last echo.

Thomas 11. Quinn, of "Worcester. Mass.. a
Sealer in secondhand machinery, recently pur-
-ha.s'-ii for the sum of $-l.!)2Ti practically the en-
!r< village of Wilkinsonville, situated on old
Sackstone Itiver, about a dozen miles from
forcester. The village was soid at public aur-
»jn. ordered by the trustees of the Slater es-

tate, formerly well known In mill circles
throughout the country.

everyday life, even the old post office appearing

as iX it were out of business

Those familiar with the movement which re-
sulted in its birth find in the recent sa!» of the
picturesque little mountain village- of Montreal,

N. C, by John S. Huyler, the candy manufac-t-

urer of New York City, to the Presbyterian

: • .2 1 Hercryman, of N. m Haven, f ur I
Reti eat A

Mr. Huy'er. who v... one of tl
\u25a0 and ;!.' ;• holder of -.. f:.t?<

been j ..-.•.:
t the village \ bee:

has con :: on y i \u25a0 i > ..... U r's vll-
• .. . mm.-a Intended t;;at

town. It was to be. as its name implied, a
mountain retreat where desirable persons might
go for residence either the year around or for a
portion of the year. The original association,
made up of business m -n. professional men and
ministers of several denominations, was char-
tered by a special act of the North Carolina Leg-
islature in 1597. Membership in the corpora-
tion w.is not limited lo any one locality. Th«
stockholders were scattered throughout the
United States. Among those in New York who
held stock were Mr. Iluyler. Charles N. Crtt-
tor.ton, the Rev. Dr. David Gregg, then pastor of
the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church.
Brooklyn; the Rev. Dr. A. C I>ix'>n. then pastor
of the Hanson Place Baptist Church, Brooklyn;
the Rev. Dr. Charles I. Thompson, secretary of
the Board of Horn. Missions of the Presbyterian

Church in the United Slates of America, and the
late Henry R. Elliott, ll.en editor of "The Church
KconomisL"

The general plan of Montreat was to be some-
thing like that of Ocean drove. N. J.. but it dif-
fered in many rr-spfcts. No one person was to
be allowed to hold more than five lots or ten
acres of the farm tract, and all lot holders w<»re
to share equally, in report to the number of
lots they held, in the earnings of the enterprise
through the profits from the saie of lar:;l and
from ether Fourcor?. All profits wore to bo nd-
Justed by a managing committee Cor the general

betterment of the community, for the laying out
and construction of street:!, parks ami, in short,
for ail the work usually provided for by taxa-
tion in the regular ordinary naturally born city.
This arrangement would, of course, reduce the
taxes for local purposes to a mere bagatelle,
an:!, In fact, an agreement was incorporated In
the leases guaranteeing that such taxes should
not exceed 1 per cent cf the assessed valua-
tion.

The project started out well, t;il in a short
time the town had about fifty permanent resi-
dents, about twenty bouses, a store, a temporary

bank and a circulating library. Union services
were held on Sunday, with preaching —nJ Sun-
day school, and there was the midweek prayer
mooting usual to all well ordered unitlea.
Things looked rosy for Mont rent, but after the
first burst of enthusiasm there seemed to be a
reaction.

Interest in the project waned. Son* of the

New York stockholders went down to look the
ground over. Dr. C. I*. Thompson was ore rt
them. He said the other day thai his remem-
brance of the visit was that Montreal was not
at that time, three or four years a~o. manifest-
ing any remarkable signs of development. He
remembered that the ilace had then a school-
house, a meeting hall, a hotel and a number of
cottages. Personally, he said that his conned

tion with the project bad not been a rcinuner-

alive one. Dr. Thompson is delighted with tht
location of Montreat, however, and sees no rea-
son why the Presbyterians rf the North Caro-
lina Synod should not ike a success of theli
undertaking. Briefly, they plan to make It \u25a0

mountain centre, a summer r^ort under Chris-
tian influences for the holding of summer
schools, assemblies and religious meetings of

various kinds
—

in fact, a kind of mountain
Chautauqua. Mcntraat nvw comprises about
forty cottages. Tho hotel, which was -\u25a0••!!
Mr. :;;.-.: r at a cost of about $17,000, is a corn-
moaious frame structure, the principal bulld'ny

in th( place. Other public builiinss \u25a0 lode (

church and a sr!i'>oll:r>u.ee_ A combined rolled
skating rink and bowling alley is now bring

erected.
Alnn'rrat cp:Tiprisr>s about forty-five hundred

at r»-s lying In an Irregular valley or eovo,

bounded <:n the <:•..\u25a0! by th? main ridge of the

Dlue Ridge Mountains, on the west by a spur of
the same mountains. <lri-yboar,l Mountain tow-
rrr» ahnvr it at !hf north, but there is no moun-
tain barrier toward the south. To p~r"h:..«>« the
town the N'.jrth Carolina Presbyterians had to
rai:;e $50,000. <-f lh!s amount $2.">.000 was to

be paid in cash, and the rest in preferred stock,

which tiie synod has asr.el to can -'1 In ten

years. Th^ plan Is to raise at once $T>rV<V)iXE-
\u25a0 $50 'VHX

paying JliTi.On) clown and using the other S'-Si,-
0»)0 in providing the much needed improvements,

suea as waterworks, sewers, rnni* and tl 'hits
of a like nature Mr El \u25a0: t retains fifteen

res of Uud for a summer home for him-

AH who have visited this town agrr* that,

wV.ntevcr els»» the pis m:iy lack. Montreal c«-r-
talnly lacks ncthtng of natural harm It Is In
the art of the Blue Ridge V our. tains, and the
.«. .\u25a0!)< ry la declared to be as fine as any In the
country. It if about two milos from th« Black
Mountain station of the Southern Railway. It

sixteen miles e.-.«t of As!ievi!le arid about lit-
teen n>Hes fn*m Biltmore, tlie Southern estate

f.r O<-orge VV. Var.derbilt. Because the city nf

A:-!.• \iile recently acjuircil tho north fork of
the y-A'unnar.n.T River as a waterslieJ, all the old
roads lit:! trails up thai valley have been closed

t.i the public, and the rr.ai.i trail to the summit
of Mount Mitchell, the highest mountain peak

ea.st of the Mississippi I.'-vtr. towerins < '..7 11
feet, now starts from Moiitreat. p;i3diii;; ove»•I:-.:; l>--ard Mountuiu.
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THE ONCE BUSY TOWN OF Wl LKiNSONVllLE. MASS
Practically deserted bince the decline of its moling md
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