
WHY ARE WE RIGHT HANDED
By O. P. M O R IIISAl
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Philadelphia Took the Lead

THAT quaint appeal, however, fell on the stony
ground of convention And yet a century and

a hali later Franklin's adopted city, Philadelphia,
took notice of his left hand's plea by bringing ambi-
dextrou training into force in the publ
Thorough '

h >ar Idra
brush work, modeling in < lay, ai
introduced so as in train the left hand on ten
perfect equality with the right

Soon new \u25a0 of what the yual i I was doing
spre t 1 abroad in the count! ill of ambi-
dexterity throve apace More than this, it spread
into foreign countries; and to d.,\ in the admirable
public scl Is cf Prussia Im.th hands are given an
equal chance from the child' i tendi In
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Mai are given by v • er t<> the
inquiry, Why ai I handed? Some suppose
it is I.e. .hi «• of long age -of heredil y; that centuries
upon centuries of merely partial employment, or
none at all, has caused the neglected left hand to
lose its natural cunning Among biologists it is
notorious that many animals, birds, and insects
! had organs, both external and internal, fall
ii"" de uetude through di it c attendant ujxm

•1c<mdition iol en1in >nr \u25a0 vmg.
Against this theory, however, it is {Htinted out

that our babies are left handed when v<
and that for the imple t of rea on Thu - ordinar-
ily a mother or nurse, unless hersell left handed,
Carrie \u25a0 hir infant v. ith ::. head rest
left breast, and with its right arm next to her Ihmlv.
Con equently baby dart-, out its left hand to
objects that attract its notice. Indeed, the little
one might well grow up left handed in the most
natural way, unless checked in the habit by parents
or relatives Have not all heard fond mother
or father remonstrating "Right hand, darling!"
with a child who puts .>ut his or her left hand in
greeting the visitor? Or the youngest may have
SI n >>r knife taken from the left hand at

and put into the other conventi
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Biblical Warriors Left Handed
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pitves for blufl King Hal with his left hand; andso well did it serve him that a Holbein ranva

h« one hundtv !thousand doll nowAgain, t ..iii.hu, Ketel, a Dutch arti inted

Queen Elizabeth's portrait and that of many . •
tee

nobility in Shakespeare's day, was ambidextr is to

a surprising decree, habitually using the finger tips
of both hands in place of camel's hair brushes And
then there is Rugendas, a celebrated German 1
painter of the seventeenth century, who. Ii ..::•.-
Meissonier, was in the thick of the tiirht at :':. siege
of Augsburg, sketching vigorously withboth •\u25a0:-,

so great was his zeal for Art. Moreover, in th< < d
old days three centuries ago in England, when
caste was almost as strongly marked !>y dr..

-
-it

is in India to-day, the apprentices and guil I
fenced with singlesticks, and cracked one a: •

\u25a0• r
over the skull with either hand indifferent'-.

As to whether there is any real advan! in
ambidexterity, there can only t>e one reply ! this
question; for surely it is well to provide one> i;ht
hand witha substitute in case it should fail And
we livein a strenuous age^ running risks on i 1
and street, in workshop anil factory. Then . it
certainty behooves us to give our left hand fair
training in order that, should occasion ari»e. nay
instantly take up all the important duties \u25a0 ally
intrusted to its possibly crippled right.

No less, a personage than the late Oueen V ri
realized this, and found much entertainnu : \u25a0:\u25a0. !
amusement in training her left hand toperfect . .!-
ity with her right; and few people amoi r
Majesty's hosts of correspondents could sa
nitely with which hand one ol her letters ha \u25a0 'i
written. Then too it is clear that if p- j rlj)
trained the left hand may relieve the riyht of1 .1
weary work.

Would Relieve Writers

MANYa hard worked office man ami eve:: . . r
has found out the advantage of being a

rest one hand by writing with the other altonl
thereby probably saving an attack of cram]
the French army we find soldiers persistently I
in ambidexterity; for the riyht arm may betl:
in battle, leaving the injured man quite helri -.t
his left has not also been trained.

There are many left handed violinists and
ball players; but the most curious point 1
noted in connection with my subject is thai

'
handed people are commonly left legged, if i!
prcssion may be permitted; that is* to say
start most foot movements with the left teji
The soldier certainly sets off with his left let
most when marching; the cyclist when :;.\u25a0 t i
his machine puts the left foot" on the step or |
and it is common knowledge that a rider puts
left fix>t first in the stirrup when mouhtii
animal.

Altogether one is net surprised to learn :'
this hour of the day. in almost every vjre.i:... \u25a0'

of tin- world there are teachers with chalk
• '.

blackboard training children to draw circles
freehand movements generally, first with one !
and then with the other, until lines arc pr< !
with grace and freedom. And all awkward
unconscious movements are brought under it:
mental control. This ambidextrous training .
hand in hand with mental education^ art tea> :.
and general carefulness, accuracy, and neatness As
the same time clay modeling/ wcodworking, and
bnishwork lessons i;.. on, with the result th:<: the
children's hands are trained to be equally clevi r in
every kind of service.

You will probably put this magazine down and
take paper and pencil to begin scribbling a letter to
a friend with your left hand. Assuredly you will
tin. lit tiresome at first; and unless you are detei
mined to persevere even unto perfect ambn!c\Tc:i:v
you \u25a0'. illprobably throw down your pencil and ask. :i

perplexity, •"
Why are we right handed)?"

of modern Mexico. He sees no reason why fie
should adopt the high hat and the frock coat or the
patent leather pumps which Mexicans of the newly
rich class import, together with certain other man-
ners and customs from. Paris. He prefers straw san-

dals to other footgear, and leather trousers and
.1 tunic, which he does not tuck in except on
rare State occasions.

Though he is fairly worshiped by his neigh-
bors, who profit by his great wealth ;;nj
boundless generosity, upon the pillow of this
Silver King there perches every night a sleep
banishing care. Many but not all the bad
men in Chihuahua have been hunted down
t>y the rural guards, and every now and then
there comes to the ear of Alvarado some rumor
c>f a plan to kidnap his children and hold them
for ransom.

So it would seem that even the cleanest
fortune that ever was acquired has brought
in its train no great peace of mind. It is all
clean money, fresh from the treasury of
Mother Earth, that flows into Pedro Alvara !>"s
coffers. It has never .en soiled by other
people's hands: it has purchased neither men
nor women, nor spelled bankruptcy and penury,
for those from whom it flowed away; but for
all that it is a cause of poignant anxiety to

its owner and of some popular pertur! ;;: n
in the sister Republic, which just at present
seems to be suffering from what the papers
call overprosperity.

4

plans, which in the opinion <>t many threaten to
pauperize the nation.

The Kinj,' of all the Silver Kin^s is about thirty-

five years old, and physically a small man. His
complexion is not of the swarthy hue usual among
peons, and the expression olstolidity so con
mon among then is also absent. It >\u25a0>
should meet Alvarado in Paris or New Vote
or along any of the main roads of world trave
you might take him for a Persian prince or
Japanese noblcnan. Ili^ hair, straight an<
black, also his scanty beard, are very Japane*
Indeed, almost every feature of his phys
cal make-up is corroborative of that tl
til a certain school of German ethnol
who dann that the present invasion of th
r.t. ific < oasl of America l>y the Japanese is n<
their first appearance on what have becom
cur shores; thai in the days when the loi
going junks from the Island Empire were th
scourge ami the terror of the Malay coas
and Sp:ce Islands, many Japanese came t

Mcxii11 ami remained
In no p;irt of the world is the real power*

wealth more prompi nized than 1

Mexico. Alvarado would have been gladly n
ceived .;? the clubs of tin- capital and .a th
o>urt of Presideni Diaz; but there is no n

»w that In- ha I his mine I
up • • the center <•! business and po!
activity. Some oi my friends tell me the

\u25a0
• at from tii es up

tn Mexico ("ity incognito; but it is certain
be has ika»t made an effort to cut a social figure
t here.

According t«> the statements of his friends, Pedro
Alvarado abhors the new ways and social usages
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Bearing Silver from Alvaradu's Mine.


