
NEW-YORK DAILY TRIBUNE. SUNDAY. APRIL 28. 1907.

InPerpetual|)ANCEßoPFlßE

ROOM FOR ALL THE RECORDS.
Plan suggested by Ex-Commissioner Lindenthal for c lofty mur.faffMftofrice building, combined with a Brooklyn Bridge terminal.

RECORDS OF THE COUNTY CLERK'9
OFFICE.

Jammed together on cheap pine shelves for lack
of space. The ga* jet on the right is only
m foot from tho documents.

ARCHIVES OF THE BUREAU OF* ASSESSMENTS AND ARREARS. IN THE
STEWART BUILDING.

There are no duplicates of many of thase papers. While this picture was being taken a Sighted
cigar stub fell through the grating from tlie sidewalk outsids.

gas flames. Rome are *<-> dark that Jn order to
find documents the men light a paper torch in
the nearest gas lijrht and when the document is
found Ftamp tho light out on the worn vrooden
Boor. There are so many passage* that It
would require many additional men In the County
Clerk's office to prevent careless visitors from
working their will with the documents an.l from
throwing matches into obscure corners. Tin boxes
providM for the protection of the numerous papers
involved in certain prominent eases show what
follows inadequate protection and storape In a
place that drives away a sense of respect. Pad-
locks pre ir.is-slr.R and in som« cases the tin rovers
have been bent bark exposing the contents of the
Ixixes to ths dust and the <:hance firebrand. The
guide pulls down a bundle of papers from the row
close to the ceiling. The r-r.ds of the papers have
the I:kl.icinnamon color of slightly scorched paper
and wl.< :i <-.r.V- of the dccun-.ep.ts is opened a num-
ber of particles Vreak off and drop to the floor.
On- takes hold of the. bundle and finds that It is
warm to t'.ic- touch. The heat from the neighbor-
ing steam pipes and pas flames is dolni; its work.
The documents bear the date, . "-7

The attic reminds <.nc of the sarrets in old
homestead*. Ithas the waspish odor. The floors
are of rough, wide hoards, with wld? cracks be-
tween them. The win-low* are email. Quantities
of papers lie about on rough nhelves. At the m.i
of or.c of the dimly lii,ht«-d rooms on the floor :irc-
eheavej e»f rolled parchments. Hum'- of th'.iC; diitf;

Lack to the time of George 1. of England.

HUNT FOR THE REASON.
A representative of The Tribune tried 10 find

out why it waa that the Law Department, ins.tc.-id
of th»- County ClerK, occupied the three stories
of tin.- Hall of Records which remained after the

For several pears N*w York has been discussing'

fn a desultory way the question of erecting a
municipal office building- to house those city de-
partments that are now occupjmg rented quarters

et en expense to the city of hundreds of thousands
of dollars a year. A bill is before the Legislature
authorizing the erection cf such a structure over
tl-.o new bridge terminal on the Staats Itung
block. It is included, also, among the authorized
Improvements ia the list which was made recently

by Nelson P. Lewis, chief engineer of the Koaxd
at Estimate and Apportionment, the amount set
aside l.ting ZZ.VW.OW.

JCct only for the convt-nlence of the public, as
mxll cs of the departments, would a municipal
building be of value, but its erection v.-ould give
on opportunity to house many of tho important
records <f the city in a fireproof structure. This
refers especially to the* <!ocumcrits in the County

Clerk's office and those of the Department of
Finance.

Th<- monumental Hal! of Records, recently com-
pleted at a cost of about tS.4MO.ttXt was sups>oFed
to care for these, but for some reasons as plain

as the nofp on one's face and for ethers not so
clear there dees r.nt ar>rp.ir to be any room for
these In the m-w buildinpwith the spacious offices
and heavy bronze trimmings. According- to the
ret f.hifh provided for this costly structure, itvas

Intended to crcnte '-suitable accommodation for
the office and use of the Renter (f the city and
county of New York, and for the ofl'.cc and «•• of
the Clerk of the city and county oT New York;

and for the offices nr.d courts and for the use <>f
the Surrogate of the city and cour.ty of New
y...k beinp the vario.js offices In which the records
affecting public interests are required by law to be
kept In Biud city and county; and for the offices

and u?e rf the Law Department, the Finance De-
partment and the Tax Department."

The Rrg-Ister. the Surrogate, the tax assessors
end the Law Department anfl some of the old
records of the Fir.ar.ee Departtnent are in the
Touildirg. the Law Department occupying three of

the nine floors, but the Important court and finan-
cial records of the city, for the protection of which
The many millions were in part spc:it, are In con-
Blsnt danger of destruction by fire.

DISGRACEFUL QUARTERS.
It is only necessary to visit the archives of the

County Clerk in the Tweed courthouse in City

Hall Perk to realize T-.ow treat the need is for a
fireproof place for the storage of documents having

«o much to do with the har-pir.ess and welfare

of th' Inhabitants of Manhattan and The Pror.x.

In th« unventilated cellar and the duFty attis the

•acre as of the courts and the papers of the ad-

Judlcated cases, extendins over a period of more
than a century, are piled up In seemingly haphaz-

ard fashion on rude jrtr.e shelves. Documents sct-
tlir.g family quarrels, determining the future of

children's lives and breaking up homes, material
for a thousand tales cp draraatic as any contained
between the covers of hooks, lie covered with dust
tther* a careless cisarette smoker's match might

'destroy them. Judgments in oases affectlns' the
'.relations of the city end the public Fervic% cor-
porations are at the mercy of the vandal and the
Sames. *

That the court records of one of the richest
cities on the face of the globe should be housed
ln such a place is the wonder cf the visitor. The
cellar •here a larg-e portion of the records are
kept is reached by a spiral iron stairway. Behind
this stairway on the fioor lie a number of dust-

\u25a0 covered documents for which there is no room on
the shelves. Near its foot is a pet of shelves for
the use of th» binders. On one tnd hang five oM
hats. th» relics of five men who once worked there.
•out who have died. The survivors believe that
their <seath« were hastened hy worWag in the cel-
lar. They tcil ever tho names olme lormer own-

k crs of the hits, poir-tlnp to th? worn and dusty
I headpiece:) as they <;o so. With on« exception,

they say. all were ln the prime of life, and they
add that ten out of a staff which averages twenty-
five have died within the last seven years. They
comment on th* poor ventilation because the place
is below the sidewalks and the windows cannot beopened. Then there jS poor plumbir.j? This is s*if'evident to the visitor, for the*£ is an odor that
reminds one of the deadly opera:io:i ol rat poison.••The Nnp-ktt set back again." one- of the men.grimly remark* One Imagines that it wouM berrewsorae working in the company of v,c «ri,!

of hats and reaJWa, that the eonffltidns of wfafchthe hats are a re-lie rtlll exist and any day^ay
add another to the list.

'

The narrow brick archway beside which the hatshang opens Into a dim labyrinth whose boSdsri-are row. of pm, ahelre. S*SS2ts • ;
- :

:lute? dark were ,t not for flickering yeKoVias• »ghts whi,h rartia
,
ly i,,^,^,,,
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Surrogate, the Reglstt nnd the tax fti»»«sors were
provided for. Tammany men hinted that, as the
Mayor was tho htad cf tno P-oani of Estima'o and
Apportionment, upon which devolved by law the
apportionment of «pnce ln tho now building to
the departnif-r.ts for whi»-h It was built, th-sre

might »»» politics n jr. The fight aff.\!n.>>t Murphy
possibly wai the rauf». A>~<-or.!!n^ to a copy of a
letter written by the County Ciork. application was
made fr>r space In. the bulldirig: In Jurif of last
year.

At the Mayor's omo" it was stated that It was
not known why the County Clerk's nnVe nnd doc-
uments wpr.« not in the Hall of Records. It had
ber-:, suggested that th^ reason w.i*the objection
oT the jiif!t.-<"'. Thfy wished the documents kept
where they could t>" reached at short notice with-
out g'.ip.t; out of th.- building^ Th.- clerk of the
court*, wht-n appealed to. replied shortly that he
<J:.I hot know nnythlng about It. but th* court-
house v.ns the place for them. Mr. Ellison, tho
Corporation Counsel, said that hr unrt^rßtood th*
r'j'ivin to lie tr.ut the courts wished the records
kept in the courthouse] He added that If the
County Clerk wanted a fir«;ir<inf place to *ti>r<» tho
records there wen- good office building! in tho
neighborhood where It could be secured.

A bill hns been Introduced ln the Legislature to
compel the designation "f :i certain amount of
spare in th>- Hall of Records for the u.-e of tho
Commission* r of Records, \V. S. Andrews. This
l>!uo- v.iis created a year »\u25ba•\u25a0> partly. It Is snl^l,
for the puri>ose of plvinKr Senator Grady« joi>, and
partly t«» provide for the care of the o!d records
of the city. F"iiaiipr Grady did not jc'-t the place
and Mr. Andrews has not secured ."j>aco yet for
his office and the housing of the records.

if fire should sweep through the*Btewart Build-
Ing, si structure classed im of "slr)w combustion"
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HOMV MISSIONARIES EXASPERATE CHINESE

FRENCH CATHEDRAL AT PEKING.

(Copyright, 1807. l.y Joseph B. Bowles t.he most serious ohargo ,r.a.3« against mi -sir,,..'' *"f,s,in C^-"1a is that by their interference withrh.l law thiy exasperate the natives to the pointof upnsinss and massacres. This BUbject deservesthe fullcFt tavesugattoa and most careful tre-t-
tnent for it is no l!*ht thing to accuse, ministers"of• the Gospel of bt-ing responsible for rior and nur.
f'r -t * **t0 «\u25a0 • that Ifind ground forthis widespread criticism.

A look at the setting of the facts Is arst neces-eary. An alien in Chsna is not subject to China-he knows no law but that of bis own self-rcetraintor of lils•country's consulate.
~ foreigner can <io pretty much as he pleases in' China. Instead fWr'S' aS h!9 frkn<Js 6t homeImagine him to be. a terror ttrickon mortal tno-

\u25a0. tner.tarily afraw that the Chines oSre will df'mandhis l!f-.he is mot nearly en ogre himselfThe race question in the Southern States is not
haM so serious as the race question In Asia The
fßiie man's sense of superiority to the yellow ,x.
i"K!M ltsflf Jn a harshness that would shockAmerica were it widelyknown. Ifa 'ricksha man
docs tot go fast enough, beat him with your stick.A secretary of the American Legation at Peking

'
told me as \u25a0 Joke that he broke his lightcane on a
coolie's shoulders, Ifa Chinese gets In your way,
•hove him aside, kick him or pullMs queue. WhenIhave seen the way the Chinese are frequently
abused by white men 1 no leaver marvel at the
anU-fonign feeling which resides in most native
breasts. The wonder is that the Chinese have en-
dured so much without reprisal. For it does seem

las
If the natives have no rights which the for-

r'^mers tire bound to respect. The present outcry
(ift&lnst the white maa in China has Manifold'
justiScatloti.

MISSIONARIES ABOVE THE LAW.
Thus itcame to pass that the French treaty gave

civil rank and authority 10 French missionaries
There are ugly reports afloat cencprnins the means, v>- which this provision was put ml the docu-
ment, but these do not aeoaasarlly concern "he
present discussion. The Ametican and British m!s-
aionarics. who would ha entitled to ths tame rights
\u2666•y the "most favored nation" c!a ::\u25a0-,--. promptly dis-
avowed any Intention of accepting them.

Not so the French. They have been openly po-
litical agents, as have also, in some cases, the
<*•"..«••. The French bishop travels ia the tun

B? William T. tl!i«.

By Interfering with the Admin-
istration of CiviiLaw by

the Native Magistrates.

TOO LOW!
A well.known sportsman had become> very crM,

of listening to a series of shooting yams that bo»» (

friends had been spinning. Atlast ho laun "\u25a0»•\u25a0•
first and only story that night "I went mto

•
field one day to have a \u25a0hot" ho said. "Thj,JV*.
gam* In sight was an Immense flock oftiac^-=^*-
Ishould say there were ten thousand ***JH£%
Ifired both barrels, and how many do »«i «»\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0
killed?- Different guesses were ."»»»•• ..JVSI
from twenty to one hundred birds. Not °no. 33-

th» stranger, "but Iwent out to look for '•\u25a0\u25a0f^
and picked up thirty bushels of legs. Iha* snox •
Uttl* too low.'*—Th*Tatler. \u25a0 .

CITY PAYS BIG EEKT.
At the present time Ike departments located be-

.— lath street are paying approximately J350.000
a year in rani for ofSce Met T.'pwari"1

"
of

C09.000 goes for efflces in the Park Row Build-
ir.g. More than Jir>.COO is raid by the city for
quarters In the Stewart Bonding. The Barclay
Building, almost directly across the way. receive*
a number of thousands of dollars in revenue from
the city's coffers. Th:s la true also o* the G«rken
Building. At 4 per cent this money would
procure 57.250/>V>. .1 sura sufficient, It is said, to
pay for a site and erect a fireproof Bee MMsj|
of amide proportions.

The space required for the dejartraeats, as
worked out by Mr. Lewis. Is 216.r.0 square feet
H^ estimated that ifa building of the ground area
of th* Barclay, at Chambers street and Broadway.

were planned. It would require a structure twenty-

nine stories high, or early as atgk as the Park
Row P.uiMir.g. to accommodata tha scattered muni-
cipal offlefs. Ifa buiTdlns were to be placed on
th«» Torr.pkir.s Market site, opposite Cooper In3t!-

tuto. It wouM nee<i to be only seventeen stories

h:?h. If the irregular block bounded by Worth
street. Mission Place and Park. Pearl and Centre
streets, which was recommended las: year as a
site, were used the structure would need to be no
higher than the Stewart Building, or about six
stories.
If the city should acquire the property on th*

north side of Chambers street, between Broadway

and the Hall of Records, and a building nine stones
high, with a cellar and sub-ce'.Ur. were erected.
It would contain two and one-half times the space
which U required. The land would cost about
J7.v»>foo. and thf* buiMlnz slightly less than X-
S«O.00b The grounl bounued by Park Row. Tryoa
Row nnd Centra. Rfade and Duane streets,

through which passes City Hall Place, that i9al-
ready owr.cd by tho city and is occupied by the
Staats ZeUung and minor buildins-5. has been

\u25a0usgeated as the most suitable .-tte for a municipal
building- it i.s for the erection of a building ou
this ?:to that authority is b»Mng asked at Albany.
A building six stories hish on this plot would ac-
commodate the departments for which space is
desired. No> pinna for it have yet been drawn.

Four yours ago. in th*» low administration. Gue-
ta.v Llndenthal, Brtilfr<» Commissioner, assisted by
George B. Post, as consulting architect, and H. P.
Hornlostel. as architect, prepared and presented
to the lioanl of Estimate and Apportionmeat aa
ambition* scheme for the »nstrucrlon of a -:T-'i3:T-'i3

centre around Cttv Hall Park. It proposed the
removal of the Postoffice and the Courthouse.
th* l:ittor t>> b«> replaced by sm elected on th»
situ of the Stewart Buildlnc. ancl to harmor.iz»
in architecture with th« Hail of Records. ••ween
them was to be a municipal building, and en th»
s'to of tho Staats Zt-ltuns Buildln? and tha land
behind ft a terminal for tho Brooklyn Bridg*
ami a aepartm^nc office building. The latter was
to be a campanile about TOO foet hltrh. Tho tati
minal building, which was to -ccupy the ground
or. which the Staats Zeltung Building now
stands, was to b* slightly lower than the Hall of
Records and ahout half the height of the new
Ti-lbuno Building. Behm-1 it was t* stand th»
office campanile. It was four iwia«»
that the bridge terminal and campanile would
cost about |5.90iUV0. exclusive of the lani

THE PRESIDENT'S PLEASANTRIES.
As specimens of the pleasantries which enliven

the orClnary conversation of President Roosevelt
the following are taken from Washington reports:

The first is apropos to tha report that Secretary

Taft Is to succeed Chief Justice Fuller on toe Su-
preme bench, should a va/ancy occur there. The

President and the members of his Cabinet were
passing out of tho dining room one day. when they
were guests of the Chief Justice.. Th» President
stopped a moment to look at a new and very
striking portrait of their host. Turning to Beere»
tarv Taft. Mr.Roosevelt said:

••Taft Just look at that! Did yon ever sea snosj

vigor and hoalth?"
reference .andirroKo*togaMjAHunderstood the reference and broke tetoanaiam.

Passing ere day through the throng at a «**•£*tlo.?KivSn by theA'lco-President Mr. Kooeeveltwao-
stopped by a lady who wished to brtasberseu
p^tlculaH^o his "membra^g, «\u25a0 fgjfc..

rg^slnln.- gallantly replied »«£££•dent, "whose wife has suoh pretty brown1 «t
yours can have as much gray **PJ£j}iJ*£S3i
or he need not havo any hair.* —World's E«a«
Magaame. . .

It has also been fitted out with metal cases, but
the rooms are assail, the cases are so thin they
would not resist a hot rire and enough cases csaast
be put In to contain the thousands of contracts.
Standing beside the cases on the floor and rtsteg
to one's shoulder are stacks of typewritten docu-
ments. In the piles are contracts for buildings,
contracts for bridges, contracts for sewers, con-
tracts fat almost everything under the sun. Should
they -bo burned the city would be wound up is a
tangle of litigation involving millions of dollars.

So tl is with the baoJa and raaers In tha other
offices. Some are stored In safes, and some ar» ia
the Hall ol Records, tut book 3who3e loss would
be fa!: for many years in the transaction of th»

:••\u25a0« business are stacked In "Jen cases.
While, of course, no one expects that the Stewart
Buildingis going1 to be burned, yet it is possible
to provide for Ike city's archives a safer place
than they bow occupy.

"IfAvVLD
"

"S^TMr"te *:?*
'*

KAiotK C:. i\f\BUa.11 fjt:i:r£:?t: Ti;?»d c^-
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i.-.ncir the m'.vve l« 1 jIIIf A

regalia of a viceroy. When he goes out In his
chair a bishop has outrunners, umbrellas, flags and
all the other flummery of a Chinese governor. He
demands to be received always In the state beflt-
tlr.K his rank. Upon this point Chinese officials,
Ugh and low. have spoken to me with greatest
bitterness, and er» also have men in the consular
and diplomatic service.

Regardless of public opinion, the French mis-
sionaries have pressed to tho limit their pteroga-
tives. Columns could be written of the manner in
which they have abused their power. Whole vil-lages have been forcibly Impressed to work for
them. In the Interior, a few weeks ago. Iranacross a ease where they had imprisoned the headmen of a village.

The bosl.trivial offence against a member of
oi \u25a0 of the Fren-h churches must be heavily atonedfor. This applies no* only to the national landscabbing of France and Germany on account ofmissionary troubles, but also to petty neighbor-
hood squabbles. A convert of the French pri-st
is immune from the law o.- bis owu land. He maybe a murderer, a thief, a rascal oZ any kind or do.

gree; his church membership is an asylum, and
the law cannot touch him. The missionary aloneis his Judge. No outsider can have any redressagainst him. This has made tho French churchesrefuges for evildoers, and it has also caused the
French missionaries to be dreaded and hated by
Chinese, high and low.

Matters are improving somewhat of late Thehigh-handedness of the French .clergy has abatedsine© the troubles in France havo deprived themof the privileges of Instant appeal to the FrenchMinister at Peking, a new and better policy willpn.ba.bly. perform, be adopted. The noble \u25a0acrtneeof the trench priest* and nuns, ana their tirelessselfless labors may then have their reward in theaffection and esteem of the people.

WILY CHINAMEN'S WAYS.
BAsh/;,B

As h/ ;,,the American and British mission-aries have followed a directly contrary policy asthe utterances of the two ministers of these na-tions, which Ishall later Quote, will ahow Theirgeneral rule has been non-lnnterference in -Ivil
matter*. Times beyond counting they, have boon

put Jn a predicament by the wijyChinese, who. •. 1see an advantage t<> themselves lonj? before
•-

i.
en n:» Anglo-Saxon's horizon.

Thus many an auU.,, t young 'missionary hasfounj that .1sudden accession «t tnoulrera has l-e-n
due to the fact that tho professed couv-rtn v.-.ntedhim to take up their side of a quarrel a^ttiitmembers of th« Trrt!.-}, Church. To Join the i«naChurch seemed t.» the Chlneso the only recourse•"rt " enable them to get Justice from or to goteven with the members of th» other, if the Amer-ican missionary would not help then,. a9tho Prch-hmissionary helped his people; then his was tho I-.*sof "fare" n,,j following!
,
'"

these circumstances wrae missionaries haveaoubUoss appealed to the native officials and totheir own consuls on behalf of their •pie Incases other than persecution: the treaties accordprotection to the native Christians wh«h perse-rated on account of their religious faith, although
this Is a d mbtful advantage.

Th,. net result 04 all this has been only troublef1"' all •concerned. Tho missionaries have beencaused endless annoyance and at times scioujdlfflculties; There is general agreen4»[ *Mone theAnglo-Saxons thai they willnot go to th« yarccas
in behalf of their Chinese members under any eon.ditions. Some have expressed to ma the wish thatthe .boards would make a peremptory ruling thatmissionaries must not mcddlo with law case* sothat they could make this answer when appealed
to. Certainly it Is the conclusion of all impurtlal
observers that it Is gravely unwise for mission-aries to attempt to Influence tho courso of Chinesecivil and criminal administration, even when »-—

are unjust
/

'

Nevertheless, Ihave learned from consuls and
from missionaries of some cases wherein Americanmissionaries have appealed to the mandarins or tothe consuls on behalf of natives.

The pre-eminent importance of 'face" in Chinamakes this sort of thing harder for a Chinese offi-cial to swallow than it would bo for an Anglo-Saxon, although the endurance of It on the part
of the latter is an impossible hypothesis. MasIstrataa are thereby shorn of presUgo and powerby the meddlesome foreigners. The procedures
which pass for.Judicial processes in China areknocked sky high. Thus, although most officialswith whom Ihavo talked clearly distinguish be-
tween French and American missionaries, there laundoubtedly a widespread hostility against all mis-sionaries on the part of the official class. They as-sociate, and not without reason, the loss of muchof their territory with the missionary's presence
and activity ia civil affairs. Embodied In every
missionary, to the Chinese mind, Is the over pres-ent possibility of complications with foreign pow-ers. Small wonder the throne has recently been

Among the documents in the possession of the
bureau also are th»» city's copies of the franchises
of the public utility corporations, against which
tiixe?} amounting to millions of dollars have been
levied under the terms of the Ford franchise tax
bill, but not paid. The other (lay these were,

stored in wooden cases, thera being' no others to
contain them.

The maps of street openings by which tha city
establishes Us ownership are- In equal Jeopardy
with the other documents.

The records which are in dallyuse and tho only
piece of city property on which "Boas" Tweed
ever laid his hands that ho left to tho municipal-
ity,a black walnut desk, are on tho main Coot In
a darksome dungeon beneath. Scattered on tables
and stored in old closets are to* older records,
which have to be near at band, but which are not
referred to so frequently.

Opening out of this dimly lighted room Is a
passageway running alone tho side of the build-
ing under tho sidewalk on Reads street. On the
other side of this passage one sees an Iron vault
door. Behind It. under the sidewalk. Is a dark
fireproof and burglar proof vault. In this gloomyhole, so large that two gas Jots are required for
Its illumination, the officials cay with a wink and a
smile that are Intended to signify. "Wouldn't you
like to have had some of itr*A. T. Stewart used
to store his wealth. Vy< -X '\u25a0?.\u25a0

Recently some steps have been taken to protect
tho records of this bureau. Metal tying cases have
been provided for a portion of tho books andpapers. The old records, as far as possible, willeventually be stored la tho dusky depths of thesidewalk vault Thero willBmi. how«ver. bo many
of tho oWer books tn wooden cabinet!.

Oa tha s*coa4rfca*r-U-lhA-«iniifinir. *->...* «.

No city official. It Is said, knows what the city
Is worth, what 1» the* an.ou.it of It \u25a0 col'ectlMe
bills. Its asset.*. When Greater New York camo
Into twins a 'l the records of assessments and ar-
rears of taxes in the scores of communities com-
prising It wire removed to the Stewart BulMir.fr.
Ti> Controller i*oter fell the task of organizing the
consolidated city's bookkeeping system. Ha found
bat what the> city's debts were, but the task of
finding out what it was worth was one that, taken

"with Ills other duties. seemed too great to be un-
dertaken. CVjntroller Grout concluded that he had
enough worries without trying to analyze th* ac-
counts hidden In th« mass of documents. Up to
the present time no Collector of Assessments and
Arrears has been .': ;•\u25a0 to secure a release when
he gave up his office, because he did not know for
what he was liable. All thes* years Urn city"*

bookkeeping has been incomplete, \u25a0
"

\u25a0\u25a0'•? to lark of
knowledge of Its assets. It has bora carrying on
Its business us a "current account.**

Tho documents showing the. true condition of
the assets of the city art* in the Stewart Butldtng.

Should fire rago through its halls than papers
would be swallowed with the others, adding a little
to the plow on tha sky. and wiping1 out forever
the only evidence of the existence of these assets.
Under th» direction of Controller Metii a eomplla-
tMi Is I'i-lnK rrudo of their contents, so that ulti-
mately the city will be abla to stora them In fire-
proof. Quarter*, because they willnot be needed in
the daily routine of business.

INVALUABLE DOCUMENTS.
Among the. visitors to the bureau tha other day-

was \u25a0 troubled title •archer. H» had discovered
thai there was an assessment mad* In, 1*47 upon
the piece of property which was to bo transferred.
There was no record m th» possession of tho
owner indicating whether it had been paid 01 not.
"Iam morally certain that It has been paid,"

said Mr. Uoynahan. the Collector, with a reassur-
ing smile. "Oet the cash book for IStT end bring

It to me," he said to one of his assistants, and In
lino time it was revealed from the. original record
that it had been paid. This Illustrates the lmpor-

tnnco of these papers.

en«y u» trar« • m than at present. 1* Is esti-
mated that tt will trike this proup of copyists two
y«*ars to make this -:•::':• •-

R'-corils covering: a period of ne.ir!y ninety years
ar*kept ln the rooms of the bureau, as 1: Is often
necessary to refer to them.

PILE OF OLD PARCHMENTS ON FLOOR OF ATTIC IN THE COUNTY COURT HOUSE.
From this pill was pulled «t random lest week a warrant from the hand of tho XinB of England, dated 1737.

'J


