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By Interfering with the Admin-
istration of Civii Law by
the Native Magistrates,

By William T. Enis,

(Coprright, 1807
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MISSIONARIES FEXASPERATE CHINF.SF.

America weré it widely known. If a ‘ricksha man
does not go fast enough, beat him with your stick.
A secretary of the American Legation at Peking
told me as a joke that he broke his light cane on a
coolie’s shoulders. 1f a Chinese gets in your way,
shove him aside, kick him or pull hils queue. When
I have seen the way the Chinese are frequently
abused by white men I no longer marvel at the
anti-foreign feeling which resides in most native
breasts. The wonder is that the Chinese have en-
dured so much without reprisal. For it does seem
as if the natves have no rights which the for-
eigners are bound to respect,
ugzainst the white man in
Justifecation

MISSIONARIES ABOVE THE LAW.

Thus it camne to pass that the French treaty gave
civll rank and authority to French missionarics
There are ugly reports afloat concerning the means
by which this provision was put into the doen.
ment, but these do mnot necessarily concern ‘he
present discussion. The American and British mis-
sionaries, whio would bo cntitled to the game rights
%y the “most favered nation” clause, promptly dis-
avowed any intention of accepting them.

Not s0 the French. They have been openly po-
Mitical agents, as have also, in some cases, the
Germeana. The French bishep travels in the ful
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ROOM FOR ALL THE RECORDS.
Plan suggested by Ex-Commissioner Lindenthal for & icfty‘mur.'e(p‘
office building, combined with a Brooklyn Bridge terminal,
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FRENCH CATHEDRAL AT PEKING,

When he goes out in his

| chalr a bishop hay outrunners, umbrellas, flags and

all the other flummery of a Chinese governor. He
to be recelved always In the state befit-

tin rank. Upon this point Chinese officials,
high and w, have spoken to me with greatest
bitterness, and so 80 have men in the consular

and diplomatic service.

Regardless cf public opinion, the French mis-
slonaries have pressed to the limit their preroga-
tives. Columns could be written of the manner in
which they have abused thelr power. Whole vil-

lzages have been forcibly Impressed to work for
{ them. In the interior, a few weeks ago, I ran

across a case where they had imprisoned the head
men of a village,

The most trivial offence against a member of
one of the French churches must be heavily atoned
ry-. This applies nos on'y to the nationzl land
grabbing of France and Germany on account of
miseicnary trcubles, but also to petty neighbor-
hood squabbles. A convert of the French priest

is immune froin the law o2 his owy, land. He may
be & murderer, & thief, a rascal o2 any kind or de

gree; his church membership {s an asylum, and
the law cannot touch him. The missionary algne
Is his judge. No outsider can have any redress
against him. This has mgde the French churches
refuges for evildoers, and it has also caused the
French missionaries to be dreaded and hated by
Chinese, high and low.

Matters are improving somewhat of 1
high-handedness of the French .clergy has abated
since the troubles in France have deprived them
of the privileges of instant ®ppeal to the French
Minlster at Peking. A new and better pollicy will
probably, perforce, be adopted. The noble sacrifice
of the French priests and nuns, and their tireless,
selfless labors may then have their reward in the
affection and esteem of the people.

WILY CHINAMEN'S WAYS.

As a rule, the American and British miasion-
aries have followed a directly contrary policy, as
the utterances of the two ministers of these na-
tions, which I shall later quote, will show. Their
general rule has been non-innterference in «ivil
Watters. Times beyond counting they have
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ARCHIVES OF THE BUREAU 0.“ ASSESSMENTS AND ARREARS, IN THE

STEWART

There are no duplicates of many of these papers.
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Certalnly it is the conelusion of all impartial
observers that it is gravely unwise for mission-
arfes to attempt to influence the course of Chinese
clvil and eriminal administration, even when these
are unjust.
Nevertheless, 1
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have learned from consuls and
from misstonaries of some cases whereln American
missioneries have appealed to the mandarins or to
the consuls on behalf of natives.

The pre-eminent importance of “face" in China
makes this sort of thing harder for a Chinese om-
clal to swallow than it would be for an Anglo-
Saxon, although the endurance of it on the part
of the latter 18 an impossible hypothests. Mag-
Istrates are thereby shorn of Prestige and power
by the meddlesome forelgners. The procedures
which pass for. judicial processes in China are
knocked sky high. Thus, although most officlals
with whom I have talked clearly distingulsh be-
tween French and American missionaries, there is
undoubtedly a widespread hostility against al} mis-
slonaries on the part of the official class, They as-
sociate, and not without reason, the loss of much
of their territory with the missi ry's pr
and activity In civil affairs. Embodied in every
missionary, to the Chinese mind, is the ever pres-
ent possibility of complications with foreign pow-
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U'nder the direction of C¢ r Metz a compila-
tioh is being made of their ntents, so that ultl-
nately the city will be abla to store them in fire-

T quarte because they will not be neaded in

s daily r e of business.
‘ INVALUABLE DOCUMENTS.
| Am e visitors to the bureau the other day
} wag : «d title searcher. He had discovered
;t'.:\? re was an assessment made In 1847 upon
the plece of groperty which was to be transferred.
b ¢ e was no record in the possession of the

owner indicating whether it had been patd ar not.
am morally certain that it has been paid,™
Mr. Moynahan, the Collector, with a reassur-
smile. “Cet the cash book for 1547 and bring
me,” he sald to one of his assistants, and in
time it was revealed from the ¢riginal record
This {llustrates the impor-

o
| said
ng
it «
due
that it had Leen paid
tance of these papers.

Among the documents In the possession of the
| bureau also are the city’s copies of the franchises
the public wutility corporations, against which
taxesg amounting to milllons of dollars have been
levied under thea terms of the Ford franchise tax
bill, but not pald. The other day these wers
stored in wooden cases, there being no others to
contain them.

The maps of street openings by which the city
establishes its ownership are in equal jeopardy
with the other documents.

The records which are In dally use and the only
plece of city property on which “Hoss™ Tweed
ever lald his hands that he left to the municipal-
ity, a black walnut desk, are on the main floor in
a darksome dungeon bemeath. Scattered on tables
and stored iIn old closets are the older records,
which have to be near at hand, but which are not
referred to so frequently.

Opening out of this dlmly lighted room is &
Passageway running along the side of the bduild-
ing under tho sidewalk on Reade street. On the
other side of this passage one sees an iron vault
door. Behind it, under the sidewalk, is a dark
fireproof and burgiar proof vault. In this gloomy
hole, so large that two gas jets are required for
its {llumtnation, the officlals say with a wink and a
smile that are Intended to signify, “Wouldn't you
like to have had some of it?* A. T. Stewart used
to store his wealth.

Recently some steps have been taken to protect
the records of this bureau. Metal Qiing cases have
bunprovldodtorlpoﬂhnﬂ!hhohm
papers. The old records, as far as
eventually be stored iIn
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RECORDS OF THE COUNTY CLERK'S

OFFICE.
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Jammed together on cheap pine shelves for lack
of space,
a foot from the documents.

The gas jet on the right is only
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It has also been fitted out with metal cases, Y
he rooms are small, the cases ars so thin they
would not resist a hot fire and enough cases cannat
be put in to contain the thousands of contragts
Standing beside cases on the floor and rising
to one's shoulder are stacks of typewritten docus
ments. In plles are contracts for bulldings,
contracts for bridges, contracts for sewers, cone
tracts for almost everything under the sun. Shoulg
:d the ¢ would be wound up In &
involving millions of dollars.

the

So ith the books and papers in the other
offices, me are stored in safes, and some are in
the Hall of Records, but books whosée loss would

be felt for many years in the transaction of the
city's Dbusiness ars stacked wooden cases.
While, of course, no one expects that the Stewart
Building i3 going to be burned, yet it is possible
to provide for city's a 23 a safer place
than they now occupy.
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At the presant time tha departments located bee

n

tha

low lith street are paying approximately 336,000
for office space. TUpward of
es in the Park Row Build-

by the city for
The Barclay
cross the way, receives

nds of dollars revenue from
§ o of the Gerken

w

directly

is said,

o
office building

lepartments, as
) square feet
ing of the ground ares
roadway,
twentyv-
the Park
tered

muni-

property on the
ween Broadway
ing nine storie®
were erected,
nes the space
about
$4.-
. Tryon
treets,

cost

than

at
plot would ace
vich space I8
en drawn.

Co

urthouse,

by one erected on the
site o e Stewart Building. and to harmonize
e ‘ture with the Hall of F ds !.emeﬁ:
them was to be a Elmnb..x‘n!.'; t B ‘l!nd'h(.\n':aa
te of the Staats Zeltung 1 the !
ir.\ll. o . Iyn Bridge
ehir m B
and a dep e ht!r;;.‘ was
to ha a © ! h a “;ov‘»md
minal butlding, which was to ocew t'e & —
on which the Staats Zeltung 1ding o
stands. was to ba s! r low an the Ei:l. of
Records a about f the height of the new
'!“:'i‘v-'re. ¥ din Behind it was to stand the
.»mm‘ campanile. It was estimated four years ago

that the bridge terminal and campanile would
cost about $5,90,000, exclusive of the land

e e
THE PRESIDENT'S PLEASANTRIES

As specimens of the pleasantries which enlh'ul:
the ordinary conversation of President Rnon\?
the following are taken from Washington reports:

“The first is apropos to the report that Secretary
Taft {a to succeed Chlef Justice Fuller on !hQST:;
preme bench, should a vggancy oecux; there.
Prestdent and the members of hhd;,ab:n;:n::;

om one N
’:‘esr.v}uguﬁ:so{\fth::gtt‘i{:gt“.;’u:lxco. ’l‘ie President

moment to look at A new and very

:::!‘;3:; %ortr:ut of their host. Turaing to Seere=

tary Taft, Mr. Roosevelt s'a.M'
“Taft, just look at that!

Ith?**
ﬁruﬂlrg;’:od the reference and broke nto smilef

e d through the thro at a receP~
thﬁ:l:si’\ngx L:; the Vice-Prealdent, Mr. h. was
I!Dp?od by a my who wished to bring cﬂﬂf_

3 remembrance, and "
P“‘rlt f\‘g")l!yr:.o —, Wife of the gray Con-
from ——
'Mnymg‘o:,‘mmn. gallantly replied 'l“'-'
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TOO LOW!

A weil. known sportsman had become vVery
of lstening to & series of shooting
friends had been spinning. At last
first and only story that night.
fleld one day to have a shot,” he
game in sight was an immense flock of

},h":dm-uthmmnmlhﬂnn&-w:

both barrels, and how 'mnmy
killed?™ Different guesses I
from tweaty to one hundred dbirds. “Not ﬂ

t 1 went out to look
::lmlg tb“mny bushels of legs. I had shot &
lttle too low.""—The Tatler.




