
THE BREAKIXG RAILS.
That steel rails have broken during the last

three months Inunprecedented numbers no one
seems to deny. but why they are breaking is by
nomeans clear. The railroads put the blame on
•the rail manufacturers «nd the manufacturers
hold the railroads responsible. Hie railroad
managers say that' the rails are not made with
duer care, that there is an excess of phosphorus
in the Iron and that the manufacturers are
indifferent to the specifications on which con-
tracts are based. The manufacturers assert
that the increase of traffic is the cause of the
lireaklug. Th« rails, they say, are not heavy
enough to stand the high speed and the heavy
rolling;stock of tbe present day.

The statistics do not prove anything. The
rails are breaking all over the country—and
there is the tame complaint in Canada j-and It
lusty be because they are not properly made, or
Itmay Ik- because the tniliie is too heavy, or It
may l»e that these two possible causes are
working in combination, heavy traffic revealing
the defects of construction sooner than the
lighter traffic used to. Recently published sta-
tistics show that there were 3,014 broken rails
in this state in the first three months of 11)07,
or four times as many as in lixx'.. The same
thing is going on elsewhere. Mr. Harriman
announces that -Jin rails broke on his lines in
February. Of these, 171) were rails laid within
Fix mouth*. Those figures Hen to sustain the
eoMteßtfoo of the railroads that there is care-
lessness In the manufacture of steel rails; for
ihe life of a well made steel rail ought to be
more Hjkiisix mouths.

COURT REVIEW AGAIX.
•The New York Globe" renews its demandthat a court review provision be included in the

utilities bill, it contends that the general prac-
tice of the country has boon to Include a courtj review provision insimilar legislation, and says:

The publichas awaited with no small curiositya statement of the reasons warranting New;Vorkjn departing from the policy of the nat onand ol other states, but bo far nothtal satis"in, tory has been presented.

We refer "The Globe to a speech which Gov-
\u25a0 ernor Hughes delivered In Utica on Apriliforasatisfactory statement of the reason why a courtreview provision is deemed unwise. The Oof-
jernor says thai the review of judicial questions
the only questions that could properly come be-
fora the courts, cannot be curtailed by the
Legislature. "The courts proceed by virtue of"their inherent powers under the constitution."Itis Idle to attempt to fetter their action."
The Governor goes on :

A different question Is presented when it isurged that all order* of tho commission shouldbe viewable by the courts regardless of theriuestlon whether the. commission has exceeded.Its authority or any constitutional privilege hasbeen Ignored. There is no oeeaslon for such a
broad provision for court review unless it is de-Blred, V commit to the courts those matterswhich do not Involve the question of deprivation
of property vWthout due process of, law or with-out Just compensation, but are matters whichmlghi appropriately be decided by the Less-
laturcTor by an administrative commission. Toprovide a right of appeal to th< courts fromevery '""'l"''

"f th< commisajon not only Invitesdelay and unnecessary multiplicity of proceed-ings but m? f?r,Us object the substitution ofthe Judgment of the court for the action of thecommission.; To give the court power to hearsuch appeals, to take evidence and to reverse
simply to this,

« orU>r,
curt becomes in effectv" i.,,n 'lhat the court becomes In effect••'•\u25a0 ruling eommlsslon and the commission ere?at?d by,he Legialature is simply a board toevidence and make what are ,n effectre< urninendat ions. l|

This speech of the Governor's was not cast inthe form of an explanation of why the utilitiesbill "departs from the policy of the nation andof other states." but it explains the reason justthe same. The court review provision is notnecessary to protect property rights, and thereis no other excuse for putting it In the bill
•Tlie Globe" seems to have another excusein mind, lisays: "ItIs not dear 'how much

"Jurisdiction the courts would assume If the"matter were left open -
if reviews were merely"•lmplied, with the courts determining for them

••selves Into what questions they should inquire
"

This veems to imply that the courts do not knowwhat are judicial and what are administrative
questions, aud do not understand their constitu-tional functions. The courts will comprehend
their duties without any direction for a court
review. A provision for a general review of all
i!.• commission's orders would be an invitation
to the courts to depart from their constitutionalfield, the consideration of judicial questions, and
outer the administrative field just as truly as
court review of every act of the Governor would
be an encroachment uouu the administrative

THE COURTHOUSE SITE.
The Hoard of Estimate and Apitortionuient has

sidestepped Mr. Jerome and his delphic hints of
wrath to come at the baud« of a grand jury by
disapproving the report of the courthouse com-
mission mending Uuidii Square East as
the best site for Hie proposed now court build-
ing. The board seemed to think that Immunity
from the flourish!uxh of Mr. Jerome's "of"
stick" was most easily to be purchased by kill-
Ing the Union Square project outright and let-
ting the commission hunt a new site while the
city lnn-Md its rather straitened credit. Theargument which bad most weight with the board
was that ••\u25a0 uew courthouse Is at present too
expensive ... luxury, other public improvements,
it was argued, are more urgent and should the
city, wiilia margin of only $31,000,000 in credit
remaining, undertake to put up a building cost-ingupward ofS'JO.OOo.OOO, other betterment proj-
ects of greater Importance would nave to be post-
poned or abandoned. The Board of Estimateand Apportionment was not influenced appar-
ently by hostility to the Union Square site as asit-. It would have vetoed plans for a court-;
house on any other block or blocks with equal
cheerfulness and unanimity. Bui by the word-
ing of the law Friday's action seems to have putUnion Square definitely out of consideration asthe site for a court building. The commission
when i; resumes its labors, will have to look
elsewhere for a suitable plot

The Tribune has never criticised the selectionof Union Square as injudicious or unfortunateprovided the present civic centre must be aban-
doned by the trial courts. Probably Ifany sitebetween Caual and 42d streets had 'to be chosen
Union Square offered the greatest practical ad-vantages. By the subway it is only a few min-
utes from City Hall Park -the true centre ofthe city's judicial and legal activities. But nowthat the Union Square site has boon definitely
rejected, we cannot but think that the public
convenience would be better served by assem-bling rather than by further scattering our courtbuildings. Any other uptown site than that onthe oast side of Union Square would practicallyIsolate the proposed courthouse from the sectionIn which most law business Is done and in whichthe groat majority of the lawyers of the city
have their offices: There can be no question thata new court building near City Hall Parkwould be more accessible and more convenientthan at any other point on Manhattan Island.

*'\u25a0" cost of land may bo somewhat higher Inthis neighborhood. Vet if we could put aside
the idea that a courthouse must conform arch-itecturally to old fashioned models and be lav-ishly wasteful In space «s well as |n construc-tion, the county might easily find near the CityHall all the room needed for a convenient andarchitecturally satisfying court building The
commission should try Its best to select a site
which willkeep our court and records buildings
within easy reach of one another find avoid themanifest embarrassments of separation and Iso-lation.

fixations, but have to take them as the m^nti-
facturers choose to make thorn. The steel
makers appear to deny this, hut the mills have
boon crowded with business in the last few
years, and it is not unlikely that orders for
rails according to specifications are slow to be
filled. It is always easier, quicker and more
profitable to urn out ;i standard article than
to vary it slightly according to specifications
suiting :• purchaser. In the present rushed
condition of the steel business it may well he
ditliciilt for railroads to obtain anything but
the standard rails turned out by the mills ac-
cording to their own formula? and plans.

On "the oilier hand, it is by no means clear
why ''.\u25a0 manufacture of steel rails should be-
<'oiup suddenly so demoralized ;is to account
for the fact, if ii is a fact that rails wade
in tlie last rear or two are proving exces-
Bivelj defective.

'
The great rush of work in

the '.'ills might cause carelessness, but it is
hard to see i ,v, such carelessness should be
permitted to persist in the race of the deter-
mination ».f railroads to abandon Bessemer
process rails (or open hearth rails. This moans
a loss of business to most mills and the cost
of installins open hearth plants, which most
mills have not The great Increase in the
weight of rolling stock, especially freight loco-
motives and cars is a recent development, and
undoubtedly increases the strain on rails. Per-
haps the heavier traffic requires not heavier but
better made rails than formerly served, It is
an Interesting question. The conclusions of
the committee investigating the subject for the
United States Steel forporatiou will be im-
portant. Breaking rails are a serious matter.
They may cause bad wrecks. The loss from the
breaking alone 8 a big Item, for a niiioty-poun.l
rail costs almost $14.

A Boston Tea Party Play
—

Dante
at Dorchester House.

\u25a0

'

London. April 27.
Mr. Hawtrey's mustache is not the only sac-

rifice i,.ade to colonial politics at the Vaudeville.
Loyalty to the Crown Is also compromise)) |n

"Mr. George." a play by Mr."Louis N Parker
written around the Boston t*»a party. Th*
health of King George is drunk with facetious
smirks and asides, and the dialogue is tainted
with treasonable utterances from Faneull HalL
At the Boston end of "Perceval and March
merchant adventurers." there is only one sound
British Tory—the senior clerk. The junior
partner is insympathy with the American rebels
and th*»Junior clerks masquerading as Mohawks
In feathers and war paint assist in throwing
over the tea. and glory In their unpatriotic con-
duct as Colonials. Mr. George. th» senior part-
ner, arriving when the disturbance over taxa-
tion without representation is at Its height, 9
an Rnsllsh girl of twenty-five, with a London
swell at her heels: but even her loyalty to th»
throne is fragile and untrustworthy, for nh«
turns her back upon her snobbish admirer after
hearing the revolutionary harangues at Faneuil
Hall, and aft«»r a sudden raid by the Mohawk
tea pplllers deserts to the enemy by agreeing
to marry the junior partner and to establish
the business on an American ba«is. The play
reproduces not only the Colonial costumes. but
also the Independent spirit of the cradle of
American liberty, and KInK George Is treated
Wjth little respect. Yet treason is condoned by
the audience, and the lack of good, old fash-
ioned loyalty excites less remark than the ab-
sence of Mr. Hawtrey's mustache, which Is de-
scribed by one of his literary admirers as 'a

British institution."
The play is too delicate a trifle to be subjected

to serious criticism on political grounds. The
sturdiest imperialist In the stalls 13 content

with prim and dainty entertainment like, that
offered by Mr. Barrie in "Quality Street," and
applauds the bumper to fair Georgia rather
than to His Majesty Kins George, with th«
mental reservation that Dr. Johnson was rigrht

when he brushed aside patriotism as the last
resource of the scoundrel. In existing conditions
of international good feeling the Boston tea
party Is as pafe a subject for dramatic treat-

ment as the Indian Mutiny,and Instead of hav-
ing keen noses for treasonable sentiment tli^
critics take note of the fact that the only figure

on the stage speaking with a marked transat-
lantic accent Is the handsome English girl,who
has barely landed InBoston. Why should any-
body be critical when it is a delightful little
comedy, as wholesome as it is quaint and
human, and when the parts are enacted sym-
pathetically In an Old World spirit? Certain. v
It Is a privilege to go to a play which does
not contain an equivocal situation nor a vulgar
phrase, and to witness a series of Impersona-

tions its delicate as Dresden china or eighteenth
ceVitury miniatures. Mr. Hawtrey's is the best.

smooth and winning in Its persuasiveness and
quiet sincerity, and Miss Billle Burkes demure
and ingenuous Mr. George is a companion piece
beautifully framed In becoming costume. Th
confidential clerk, the two fussy old maids, the
lady killer from St. James's and the other minor
characters are firmly sketched by the play-
wright and admirably presented on the stage.

Professor Lulgi Rlcci Is one of the literary
figures of London, yet he has been in his time a
man of action inspired with noble idealism. An
Italian of high birth. Im raised a troop at his
own cost and served under Garibaldi; and h»
fought and was wounded on the French side
during the siege of Paris, in ISTO. For more
than thirty-five years he has lived in London a3

an educator and literary workman, and as the
founder of the Dante Society he has succeeded
in imparting his own enthusiasm for the study

of classic -works of Italian literature to a larg^

and influential organization. Under his direc-
tion that society has commanded the support

of diplomats and men of letters, and its unceas-
ing activities have been shown in an augmented

list of publications. He deserved all the com-
pliments showered upon him at the brilliant
meeting this week In Dorchester House, which

was graced by the presence of Prince and Prin-
i asa Alexander of Tack. The voice -which re-
lated the history «>f Paolo and Francesca a:-, i

recited passages from Dante still had the mar-
tial ring of a soldier leading a storming party;
but his manner was that of a scholar with a.:
uncjouded intellectual life and th» serenity of

mind* that comes from close communion with

masters of literature. Ifhe did not throw fresh
light on the immortal love story of Dante and
Boccaccio he supplied an Interesting summary

of the little that Is known about it. and was
agreeably supported by the Earl of Lytton. who

read Byron's translation of the famous passage.
It was reserved, however, for 81* Theodora

1 Martin to entertain the audience with a unique

display of physical vigor and controversial spirit

at ninety-one. With all the ardor of youth he
contended that the lovers were without sin be-
yond their impulsive kiss, and that unless Dante
had believed himself in his heroine's Innocence
he would not have allowed her to say that "the
lowest depths of hell" awaited Mm who had
killed her and Paolo. As keen and resourceful
as he was when political and literary critics In-
veighed against the diplomatic disclosures of,

his "Life of the Prince Consort." he gallantly
threw down his lance In defence of Francesca
and declared that Dante's enormous sympathy
with the lovers was Inexplicable ifhe had been

convinced of their guilt. It was an exhilarating
sight to witness the earnestness and vivacity of
this veteran of law. parliamentary practice and
literature, who was born a year after Waterloo
and had himself translated the "VIM Nuova"
over sixty years ago. "While he differed from

Professor Riccl on a single element of the story,

there was no lack of old school courtesy 1*

the expression of his dissent anil in follow-
ing It with hearty appreciation of the ser-

vices of the founder of the Dante Society.

Sir Theodore Martin has done work enough

In his time to kill a dozen men. >' his eye
Is undlmmed and his voice firm, and appar-
ently he' has vitality in reserve for rounding out
his century. His passage with Professor Rlccl
was not the only interesting episode of the after-
noon. The poet Laureate, whose humor 13 sel-
dom felicitous, attempted to raise a laugh over
the neglect of a populous and Inventive country
like America to produce great poetry. Tb*
laugh came at .Mr Alfred Austins expense wnen
the American Ambassador reminded him from
the chair that neither Shakespeare nor Milton
had been rivalled In England during the la«
two or three centuries.

One never knows what will happen M » 00^
Matured compliment when it Is cabled to Amer-
ica and left at ,the mercy of the mischievous
Imps of the sea. The risks are not marine alona,

for the printer's devils on shore sometimes PISJ
the wildest pranks with the most Innocent state-
ments of fact. Certainly when 1 cabled an^ap-
preciative reference to the first number of

'"*
Nation." in which the oldtime "Speaker' naa
been merged under the editorship of Mr. «a.-
slngham. Ihad no premonition that the freaKisn
forces of. darkness would transform the tnw

Into -The National Review." That vagary was
successfully accomplished by agencies natural
or occult, and my friend Mr. L. J. Maxse. the

resourceful editor of "The National Review,
pluyfully suggests damages. The assessment "i

damages ought not to be heavy when his B**!zlue was gratuitously and improperly credueu
with publishing an article by the British Prime
Minister addressed to the world on the subject us

armaments. Mr. Massingham in reality ha tni
superior grievance, since his review, "The na-
tion." was deprived of the credit of printing an
article of universal Interest. That two review

•
as far apart ii policies and ideals as Mr.

Mnxse's and Mr Massingham'B should have peea
mixed up In the process of cabling Is a bit; o»
comedy almost farcical. It shows that electr.*.
energy may be a-» whimsical and mischievous a3

Puck In putting "a girdle round about theeartn.

LOXDOX XOTES.

Thus it comes about that the English, In re-
sponse to the former's cry, "Is poverty a
crime?" utter an emphatic No. The Local
Government Board insists that poverty is a
positive virtue and believes that paupers should
receive every mark of honor which a beneficent
administration can consistently bestow, Th"
English differ, however, from Diogenes and
others in denying that virtue Is its own re-
ward. The virtue of poverty, at least, demands
in British opinion some tangible extra remu-
neration. The guardians of the poor In Ham-
mersmith, an enlightened London borough,
have shown the rest of England the proper
size of this remuneration by erecting a work
house whose accommodations and appointments
are accurately scaled to the honors due the pen-
niless. The edifice Is equipped with duplicate
electric wiring, a system rejected as too ex-
pensive for royalty by the Buckingham Palace
repair gang. This fact in itself shows unmis-
takably the disadvantages of opulence and
worldly power. The man who Indulges in sor-
did thoughts about expense naturally hesitates
at Installing two sets of wires where one will
do; but the poor man and his like minded
guardians, rising*above the merely mercenary,
escape all the mental troubles incident to run-
ing up a bill and footing it. The Hammersmith
workhouse is further supplied with culinary in-
struments costing sir. an inmate, while the
total cost of this Lazarus bouse is just enough
to make the average expenditure upon each in-
mate $1,075. With mosaic floorings, English
oak wainscoting and plateglass windows, the

kbuilding stands as a brick and stone demonstra-
tion of the adage that the meek rliiill inherit
the earth. For if the rich are arrogant, as
the curbstone lecturers all say. surely the poor
are meek; at any rate, the men of Hammer
smith seem bent upon proving them so by
fulfilling the aforesaid Scriptural prophecy.

Consistent pursuit of the Hammersmith policy
cannot fail to bring tbe predatory rich to a
ripe realization of the miseries of money. A
wave of repentance will sweep over England
••lose in the wake of the wave of taxation
started by the workhouse builders. Every rate-payer will soon be convinced that it is better
to be a swollen pauper in a government palace
than a depleted freeman.

VOLAlt PROBLEMS
In a lecture delivered In London a few

evenings ago Dr. Nansen discussed at length
the possibility that there may be land in tli"
Arctic regions which has not ye! boon discov-
ered, His own observations from the Pram
satisfied him that there was a vast extent .if
sea to tile northward of the path he followed.
This scorned to dispose of the question, so far
as the ocean between the polo and the Euro-
Asian continent is concerned. Peary's eastward
drift on the Ice pack last spring Indicated, In
the judgment of the great Norwegian, that
there can bo no formidable obstacle In the
longitude of Greenland. Tho chances are ap-
parently limited, therefore, to the area north
of the American archipelago.

The reasons advanced by Mr. Ft. A. Harris
of the United States Geological Bunvey, a feu-
years ago, for supposing that there may be an
extensive tract on this side of and possibly
covering the pole are not convincing to Dr.
Nansen. The. testimony of the tides be con-
siders Inadequate, and he is favorably Im-
pressed with an idea tirst enunciated by sir
Clements Markham. Mr. Harris's hypothetical
island would constitute one side of a Single
broad channel, but both eastward and \u25a0west-
ward currents have been observed where that
passage would of necessity be, and hence the
theory of a large island is discredited. The
speaker deemed it possible, however, thai
small uplifts, corresponding to Spitsbergen and
Franz Josef Land oil the other side of the
pole, might be found near America. Encour-
agement is thus lent to the hope that Captain
Mlkkleseii, who is hunting for something of
the sort to til,- northward of Alaska, may
succeed, but while no specific allusion was
made to iiie notion that Peary's progress from
Cape Heel" to the pole might be facilitated by
finding land on the way, Dr. Nansen appar-
ently cherishes no such anticipation]

The polar basin has'two boundaries— the visi-ble coast lino, which, with numerous breaks
surrounds it. and the more continuous one alongwui<;h deep water begins. The width of theshallow belt between these outlines doubtless
varies greatly, but it has never been determinedex cant in two places. Until the edge ot tho

POVERTY.

Ever Biuce Diogenes said that ''nakedness Is
"better than a purple robe., mid for Bleep the
*'bare ground is Hie safes; bed," poverty has
been extolled by poets and sages. Property
and a bad conscience have boon pronounced the
only things which 'make slaves of us. Even love
is greatly improved, according to song writers,
by a small income. While Lazarus has usually
displayed lamentable Inconsistency in shoving
Dives out of bis seat at th<> banquet at the
first opportunity, nevertheless the theory con-
tinues to be preached by Lazarus the Phi-
losopher without amendments. New proofs of
the virtues of poverty are nowadays being ad-
duced by mental science paupers, who declare
that, as all matter is an illusion, the wise man
must keep up the bluff started by nature. The
love of tilings material and negotiable Is ac-
cordingly stamped as the biggest illusion of
all.

Wh^r. the new gyroscope railroad that \u25a0\u25a0

aies on a tightrope gets into Keneral use we
Shall have need of Lewis Carroll's verb "gyre,"
Which, as he • \pialn.d in 'Through tb« L

MOXEY AXD BVSIXESS.

Prices of securities have reached a point

where it is extremely difficult to produce fluctu-
ations of any size, the Inertia being especially
strong In resisting bad news. This is partly <iuo
to the fact that quotations have already declined
heavily, the sixty most active railway shares
now averaging ?l* less than a year ago and $2".

below the highesi point on record. In view of
t!'>- st' :vdy gains in earnings, as compared with
last year's figures, and the decreased pries, it
i-; not surprising thai an undertone of strength
exists. This power of resistance wai conspicu-
ous last week, when a rjui- t market, In which

-s consisted chiefly of "scalping eighths,"
\u25a0 iddenly treated to another new capital

issue, main- bad crop and strike reports and an
aggressive attack by the short account, which

circulated a most sensational rumor about one
of the best railroads In the country. All this

had no more effd I than slightly to broaden the
trading, business increasing under the stimulus
of salts by the short account, but when the week
ended with another statement of small bank
reserves the net decline for the railway shares

\u0084 ed « dollar It is e\ ident that

I iidei rities are not alarmed regarding

the future, and spe< ulatora for the short account
may find trouble in making deliveries if com-

tided.
Money is still the clement of greatest uncer-

tainty, and the mere fact that call rates are

easy does not give a feeling of security. South

African gold production is at the maximum, the
Aprilstatement for the Rand mines establishing

a new dally average, arid all sources of supply

will be vigorously worked this year.; but the

world business has grown In much greater

ratio than its monetary facilities. Palliative*
provide temporary relief, notably the recent bill
authorizing more Treasury aid, but the present

commercial and Industrial activity calls for a

broader basis for credit This country is util-
izing Its banking accommodation close to the
limit of safety, and this is what several prominent

financiers have meant when stating that some
moderate reaction In business would exert a

wholesome Influence, and Insure a longer period

ofnational prosperity. Government revenue re-
ceipts continue to exceed expenditures, the sur-
plus for the fiscal year thus far having risen

!above 160,000, but deposits with the banks
ore very liberal and gross gold stocks In the
Treasury have fallen slightly below the high

water mark. Money has been freely transferred
to San Francisco, but on other movements this

centre has gained, owing In part to the late
season. Thus far $45,000,000 of the 4 per cent

bonds of 1907 have been refunded and about
125,000,000 redeemed, leaving 147.000.000 out-
standing. To that extent the money market
may be further relieved by the Treasury.

Trade reports discuss littleexcept the weather.
Prom every section come statements of the most
backward spring Inmemory Thus far the only

effect of Importance has been on retail trade In
lightweight drygoods, millinery, clothing and
kindred lines, but, unless higher temperature

and bright sunshine soon restore a normal
movement of spring and summer goods, other
departments will be affected Summer resorts

will soon be In position to feel the effect of un-
seasonable weather, and when payments come
due for spring supplies In all lines there may be
difficulty unless the long expected change cornea
speedily. Official returns of foreign trade for
April show iisubstantial Increase in exports of
farm staples, the gain over last year's figures

being chiefly due to the better movement of cot-
ton. The last week has not provided a normal
outgo of merchandise from this port, however,
the longshoremen's strike causing much trouble.
Passenger ships sailed on schedule time as a
rule, which sometimes necessitated the carrying
back of freight thai could not be unloaded. In
several other cases wages were advanced,
notably at Fall River and on some railways.
Tho cold weather has supplied a large house-
hold consumption of anthracite coal at an un-
usually late date, and the Apriloutput was only
once surpassed. Building permits last month
at fifty-four cities exceeded in value those of
April, 1006, by 6 per cent. Traffic conditions
have greatly Improved, freight deliveries being
more satisfactory than fit any previous time, this
year, and the steel Industry reports some re-
markable orders for railway supplies, while pro-
duction of pig iron In above all records.

Commodity prices have risen still further. led
by farm products, In which aggressive specula-
tion and adverse weather reports have com-
bined to produce some striking quotations, Cot-
ton rose to the same price as \u25a0 year ago for spot
middling uplands, almost touching ?t;o a bale
at this city July was the leading option, and
on some days it seemed as though speculators
really believed that the crop was hopelessly
ruined. With the few minion hales that are
saved from the wreck and the stock that will b»>
carried over at the end of the season, It may be
possible to prevent a famine next year, espe-
cially ifmanipulators force prices so high that
many spindles willbecome idle this season. Ljist
week's quantity of cotton that came Into sight
was about the same as a year ago, while ex-
ports Increased and takings by Northern spin-
ners were lighter than in 1906. Wheat rose evenmore violently than cotton, although the posi-
tion attained by the end of the week was not
relatively as high in comparison with previous
years. Private statements of damaga were con- !
stant, nt the Southwest the winter wheat loss
being placed ut 50 per cent or more In some dis-
patches, while it was said that the excessive cold
had prevented spring wheat seeding and the
Northwest would grow only corn this year.
Something definite was found in the official re-
port of winter wheat that reduced the indicated
yield to about 400,000.000 bush. -Is, from which a
further reduction must be made because the
weather has been even worse sines May i.which
is the latest date covered by the department.
Receipts at primary markets were again very
heavy, reminding those, who are not befuddled
by speculative enthusiasm thai targe stocks of
old wheat remain on the farms.

"continental shelf h;is been located the oxnet
shape of the Antic bowl will not be known,

and Dr. Xansen regards it of the highest Im-
portance that tbe survey lx> completed. A feu-
soundings bare been made near the Amer-
ican archipelago^ but those are hardly numer-
ous enough to warrant safe conclusions. They
may reveal merely the depth «>f submarine gul-

lies and not show where the real bottom is.
Years of patient work and co-operation will be
required t<» got at the whole truth, and for a
fresh study of the eastern edge of the Arctic*
ocean Dr. Nansen would like to see a now
expedition fitted out before long, since sound-
ings cannot well be made from sledges, be
would have the task performed by a ship, let-
ting it drift from Western Alaska to\ Green-
land, and spending five or six years in the
undertaking.

M.my persons besides geographers norl geolo-
gists would lie interested in the results of
such »i research, hut it willnot be easy to rnise
the money npftled for the purpose. The in-
quiry would hnr»< none of the practical im-
portanrp of a search for .'t new highway for
i-oiiiiiirivo.or for the host route for a salmiarine
telegrnpb line. Neither would it give promise
of :i sensational outcome, like an avowed effort
to find the pole or to make a now record.
When the public responds ;is sluggishly as it
does to Peary's appeals for pecuniary help, is
it likely to subscribe liberally toward a proj-
ect for fixing the position of the continental
shelf?

CAMPHOR CROWING IN THE SOUTH.
From the Memphis Commercial Appeal.

Practically the entire supply or camphor nowconies from Japan. As camphor forms an imoor-tant Ingredient in the manufacture or me ,I*™ "xos yes used In high power guns. Uncle Sam andhis European ••ronies are not disposed to rest iiat
"-

fled with a condition which gives Japan the con-trol of the world's supply of this essential of warIndeed • under existing conditions, it la i,v nomeans certain that camphor could be obtained inthe desired quantities ut all times, therefore-
"

provide against a contingency which might:Drovemost damaging. Uncle Sam has set about -tnrt?nea camphor farm or his own. The scene tfthi!

I'tang Tung Yen, the new Chinese Minister to
the. United States, Is a pretty good business man,
according to the stories of me of his old class-
mates at Tale. When he was in college he was
closely associated with a set of young fellows, ten
In all, who had about the same allowance sack
month, $!'". All the checks came nt once, and
after m da] or so every member of the set was
"strapped." Liang Anally solved the difficulty. The
checks were, all pooled, and each $!'» was to lust
the coterie three days. For exactly three days
one man bad to pay nil the expenses of th« lea.
Thereafter, every one was able to get through
th month without being in danger of starvation.

First Rulldog—This is the worst spring I've ever
experienced.

Second UulKlog—ItIs backward. So far Ihaven't
had a chance at '« single tramp, and this tints lastyear Ihad the. seats of four pairs of trousers hi
my kennel.— Detroit free Press.

Paper wood Bare is now mads into yarn and
woven Into cloth, the Saxon Inventor. Emit Cavlez.
having perfected the process. United States Con-
sul Hurst, of Plauen, tells of some of the uses of
this cloth, Which Is called "xylolin." The thread
is nor brittle, does not have a hard finish, and
neither shrinks nor stretches to any appreciable
extent. It is said to be a serviceable substitute for
cotton, linen. Jute and silk. Carpets, rugs and
mats made from it are elastic, do not retain dust
readily and are easily cleaned by beating or wash-
ing without fear of injury. Moths will not eat the
new cloth. "Canvas" shoes and slippers have been
made of It at nominal cost, and It is said that last
year seven million pieces of towelling were- made
of it and sold, wholesaling nt 24 cents a dozen,
medium size. ItIssaid to make warm and sanitary
garments.

Minister (meeting a small boy on Sunday afte--noon carrying a string of Johnny. Johnny doihiac belong to you?
Johnny— Y-e-s, sir. You see, that's what they got

Saw.11 8 W°rms °n v Sunda >—Philadelphia in-

"You women." complained Mr. Knox, "ar«» for-
ever discussing the faults of your neighbors. If
you'd only gossip about th»-!:- good points it would
be more ecllfylng."

"I'erhaps." replied his wife, "but who'd care to
listen to us""

—
Catholic Standard and Times.

People In T!en-Ts«ln are congratulating themselves
on having enjoyed comparative Immunity from
beggars in the last winter, owing to the preventive
measures taken by the Viceroy, who has given
opportunities for work and ordered the streets to
be kept free from mendicants, In former years the
place was infested with beggars, most of when
came from great distances in the south. They
closed up 1 ••:!\u25a0 doors and windows In the early
winter and started out on a begging rampalga un-
til the spring opened, and did a thriving business.
Children, bedding and often a cooking kit on a
wheelbarrow were taken with them.

"l/ook at that messenger boy crawling along
there."

"Yes. and with the, Inevitable dim© novel In his
land. 1 wonder why they publish those things,
anyway?"

"Probably that they who ought to run may read."
—Philadelphia Press.

V.- wdotn C< 'lege has received reports from 132 stu-
dents resident at the college, of whom VSI have
earned part or all of their college: expenses. Th«
amounts reported Include scholarships, prizes «nd
the income of the vacations. Those Mlmen earned
In the year IPu6-'O7 a total of $37.7*T!> in. an average

of $r2T>. In the senior class twenty men earned Inthe
year $3,»r;0C6. the average being 528383. These sam»
men earned tn thrir college course H5.04890. Thus
there are at least twenty men In a amgts class who,
In t' < lr four years at Kowiloin. earned an average
of 1M8 34, One senior reports his earnings for each
year as follows: $137. ISH $320. »•» Another, who re-
ceived no scholarships or prizes, reports his earn-
ings M $13?. HA J3*». $»SB. Still another earned
from $»<\u25a0»\u25a0> to $520 sack year, working for a dally
newspaper.

TTIF TALK OF THE DAY.

Out of 125 members of the Ist Rhode Islan.l
Cavalry who were taken prtFoners during the Civil

War. only four are now living to recount their
suffering In Confederate prisons between iSBi and

1865. Three of this four, accompanied by their
wives, gathered at a reunion at Young's Hotel, In
Boston, recently. They are H. H. Taylor, of
Wakefleld; E. i>. Guild, of Attleboro, and W*. E.
Durell, of Newmarket, N. If. The absentee of this
unusual group was Leverett C. Stevens, of tJreen,
R. 1.

General Alexander MacKrnzle, chief of enginpera
of the army, who has charge of all the federal
government's engineering projects, attends to the
details of spending about $30,000,000 annually. Ha
has eui'ervlslon of nil river and harbor improve-
ments, the building of jetties, construction of
lfvee.x. placing of bridges over navigable streams,
an.lsimitar work. %

Three of the younger generation of the Vander-
bilt family an serving the New York Central Rail-
road. Alfred G. Vanderbilt has his desk In the
financial department, Cornelius finds his greatest
Interest in the shop and construction department
and Is said to know a railroad from the roadbed up)ik cousin, William K. Vanderbtlt, has combined
the financial and practical training.

BStJsnM BJOrasea, las Scandinavian author.
is said to write so badly that every line of his
manuscripts lias to be copied before it Is pent to
the printers. ,

Canon I^yon. the blind vicar of Sherborne. Dor-
set. Bnaiand, h«s Intimated hia Intention of re-
signing his yteartate. after forty years' occupancy
of It. The conon. who will be eight years old in
September, possesses the unique distinction of
being actually born under the roof of bts own
church. As head master Of Sherborne School, his
father occupied as a dwelling house what was
originaly the Lady Chapel of th« famous abbey,
and it was there the blind vicar was born.

William J. Bryan has grown steal In the last
few years. His present wHg'.it Is Z3\ pounds, While
at the time be entered the campaign In l^M he
tipped the beam at exactly i*--'.. He was then thirty-
six, and consequently his avoirdupois in the last
eleven years has Increased sixty-nine pounds.

PERSnXAL.

The old English adage that "ignorance of th«

law is no excuse" does not appeal to thO/Wilkes-
Barre judge who let off with light sentences
eleven convicted Black Hand ruffians because

the fellows were unfamiliar with American laws.

Since when have extortion and assassination
cf-ased to bo severely punished in Italy and
Italians ceased to know that such acts are
criminal?

Were any of th»» doz»»n guests who fled from

the cafe of the Montlcelio Hotel at Norfolk the

other night n* five Filipino chiefs entered mem-
ben of an anti-imperialistic, society Inor about

Boston?

Even it the records of the Chicago Police De-
partment should prove to establish a connection
between Moyer and onf> "Fred" Bnk^r. burglar,

the sale of "'undesirable citizen" buttons will

not abate. For, according to "undesirable" citi-
zens, the only undesirable citizen Is the one who
pops back on an "undesirable" citizen.

Out In Wisconsin last Saturday died th« man

who ran the first 'bus line in New York City.

We wish It had been the man who ran the last
horsecar in Manhattan.

Murphy hangs on to his job like winter.

Glass," was the verb formed from the noun,
"gyroscope."

A constitutional amendment indefinitely post-
poning: the Fourth of July would seem to be In
order If this weather continues much longer.
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TBE KEWS Tills UORXIXit.

The Tribune has in Its possession the names
of the fraudulent agencies whose practices are
revealed, and the stories of their frauds on the
Immigrants' are based on affidavits and tangible
exhibits. S]uice permits (ho publication of only
a small par) of the material n't hand, but that
is enough to show all honest men the need of
prompt ami thorough measures to .prevent the
immigrants who are entitled to the protection
of our laws from being thus robbed of their
earnings. The [bogus ticket of which we print
a facsimile whs bought and paid for in New
York. was refused for passage in Europe and
taken back to the vender here, who pretended
there was a mistake and salt) it would certainly
be honored if offered again. It was sent across
the ocean and again returned as worthies*. It
will be noted that it really is not a ticket at all.
or even an order on any particular line or ship,
but merely ii sort of personal check of. the
agent, which he assures the victim will be hon-
ored by the steamship company. A first step
to end this swindle, therefore", would be the
passage of an act such as that proposed by
Mr. Wells in the present Assembly, requiring
all tickets to contain specific information and
official signatures to guarantee their validity.
This measure should certainly be placed on the
statute book at this session. Moreover, the
police should give attention to the extirpation
of these harpies, ho as soon as one door to
fraud is closed turn with devilish Ingenuity to
some new scheme for bleeding the helpless.

BOGI s STEERAGE TICKETS.
hi another column this morning The Tribune

presents a startling revelation of the heartless
frauds practised by a pertain class of ticket
brokers in this city on the Immigrants and their
friends nlready in this country through the sain
to them of bogus transatlantic steamship
tickets. This swindling is carried on as a reg-

ular business mid thousands of dollars are tints
stolen annually from these poor and ignorant
persons, and human nature is shamed by tin-
tact that a large proportion <>:' the rascals are
of tin* saute race as the great body of their
victims.

field. Without a court review provision tln>
courts bare tlioir constitutional authority to
protect property. Taut Is enough.

THE WEATHER.— for to-day:

Fair and warmer. The temperature yesterday:
Highest, 62 degrees; lowest, I'M.

RCITY.—
Th? Tribune learned of widespread

frauds on poor immigrants. == Paintings Im-
ported by Mrs. Cornelius Vanderbllt were ''de-
tained" on account of low appraisal figures.

i ; = it v.as said that Borough President
IAheam would at once ask for the resignation
f of William Dnlton. Commissioner of Public

Work*, and William H. Walker. Superintendent
of Public Buildings and Offices. ===== A girl
was drowned and a man nearly lost his life
\u25a0when a canoe was capsized in the Hudson River
off lGTtb street.

— No further disturbances
developed in connection with the strike of long-
shoremen. = A young farmer saved two
boys and a man from drowning.

-- = After
being out for a week, striking laborers in the
Haveuteyer sugar refinery accepted a com-
promise of their demands. The parsonage
of the Fifth Avenue Baptist Church, it was
learned, has been leased to a dressmaking firm.
r Hawthorne School, a home for Jewish
boys, at Hawthorne, Westchester County, was'
dedicated. \u25a0\u25a0: Henry Clews and George R.
Kirkpatrick debated "Capita vs. Socialism."
t Dr. Adler made a pica for men to enter

the ministry-

FOREIGN.
—

Great meetings of employee of
railways were held in the United Kingdom, and
the decision of the conference at Birmingham to
order a strike in August unless the demands
\u25a0were granted was Indorsed.

--
Great Britain,

according to a dispatch from London, Is likely
to modify her proposal in regard to armaments
at The Hagrue to as to meet the view of liii-
many. ===== Doubt is expressed In English po-
litical circles in regard to the fate of the Irish
bill; the Cabinet willprobably be unable to ac-
tepf amendments widening the scope of the
measure, and the House of Lords seems unlikely

, to accept the bill, even in its present form. .
Negotiations to establish a Japanese embassy
at Constantinople have been hampered Uy Tur-
key's refusal to grant to Japan the supervision
of Internal affairs which is possessed by the
great powers. == The Russian Social Demo-
trats In London will begin their sessions to-
day; the dele-gates are keeping their plans
Secret. ===== Grand Duke Nicholas Nicholaie-
Vltch and the Princess Anastasla of Monte-

'tiegro were married at Yalta.
DOICB6TIC— Foraker issued a Btate-

IJnent in Washington saying that, so far as he
,"was concerned, there had been no compromise in
Ohio politics, and that he would not be bound
!by any action of any unauthorised body there.
» Thirty-one persons, it was learned, had
been killed "in the wreck on Saturday at Santa
Barbara, Cal. - —It was believed In Wisconsin
that the deadlock over the election of a Senator

: would be ended this week. == The Illinois
Legislature, at an all-night session, passed a,

new charter for Chicago. = = William .1
Tucker announced his resignation as president
of Dartmouth College, owing to ill-health. = =
Attorney General Jackson at Albany made a
move to substitute himself as attorney for the
people in a lumber suit. In place of special

counsel employed by the Forest. Fish and Game
Commissioner. :, It was Raid at Albany
that there vas little prospect of water storage
legislation this year. = - Cherishing resent-
ment over a boyish quarrel two weeks ago. one
youth killed another at Bowdoinham, Me. :
A boy was killed at a baseball game In Troy,
K. v.

We desire to remind our reader* icho are
\u25a0 about to leave the city that THE Tbibuse Will
he sent by mail to any address in this country
or abroad, and ad<lrc*x changed M often as de-
tired. Subscriptions may be {riven to your -« v

%dar dealer before having, or, if more conven-
ient, hand them in at The Tribune Office.

See opposite page for Subscription rate*.

Defects readily creep into Hie manufacture of
rails. They should not be rolled until the exact
]>olut in the cooling process where they have
the greatest . decree of tenacity has boon
reached, but as, owing to their eliape, they cool
unevenly, tl'ie tliinii's; i«nrts cooling first, the
possibility of defective manufacture is said to
1*;considerable. Impurities in the metal cause
what Is known as "piping," which produces
cavities and consequent weakness. These iin-
imriticft •- Ist in what is called the '"pipe" of a
'steel. Ingot, which might be '-tit off before the
rail was made: but that would greatly Increase
the cost. Other defects, such as blow boles,
tcay exist in :i rail Mid be due, of course, to
defwts in construction.

Railroad manager*, t<»o. assert that they can-"
not £<it rails made according to their own sneci-

0


