
Orace Church chantry willbe tha scene at noonto-day of the marriage of Miss Jane Ruthv»n
Hall to R^lnald <\ Robhlna. of Boston. Miss Elis-
abeth Hall will be her stater's maid r>f honor and
only attendant. Harry Pelham Robblns. of this
city, will be the best man. and Edwin C I>usenbury
and r»r. William H. Clark, of New York: Oeors*
A. 8. Steele. of Brooklyn, and Georgo S M-»r.deU,
Harold J. Pbolidge and Charles K. Cassassßßjßj of
Boston, the ushers. A reception -will follow th«
wedding at the horn* of the bride's mother. Mrs.
Henry B. Hall, In Kast 53th street.

NEW YORK SOCIETY.

Regent of the Mount Vernon Ladles' Association,
has reached Washington and will attend the an-
nual council held at the Mount Vernon mansion this
month.

Everything In In readiness for the big charity fair
at Friendship to-morrow and Saturday, and If fair
\u25a0weather prevails the affair will surpass In brilliancy
that held at Friendship last year. Nearly a;i th«local charities will be represented by gay booths,
side shows, country fairs, fakers and stalls for tn«
sale of fancy articles and confections. Ad usual, %
large number of young diplomats have lent their
talents and services to further the success of th»
fair.

THE "WEATHER.— lndications for to-day:
Fair. The temperature yesterday: Highest, 74
degTees; lowest, T.ft.

FOREIGN.
—

was learned that members of
the Czar's personal escort were Involved In the
plot againfit him. \u25a0 r A Madonna with the
Saints, by Albrecht Durer, was missed in Italy.
and may have been Bold abroad. \u25a0:The Mo-
roccan Foreign Minister communicated to
France the Sultan's decision to comply with her
demands. . Chinese officials, at a dinner for
Consul General Rodgrers in Shanghai, said that
the famine relief had healed all breaches be-
tween China and th« United States. \u25a0 \u25a0 Sat-
isfaction was felt In England over Italy's an-
nounced attltnde toward a discussion of limita-
tion of armaments, as it is felt to concede prac-
tically all that was asked. =The leader of a
band of international spies which tried to sell
clans of Bizerta was caught In Paris. =
Lieutenant General Zacharias, vice-president of
the International Permanent Geodetic Commis-
sion, died at Copenhagen. ===== The Xlcarapunn
CongTess approved the peace treaty with Sal-
vador.

DOMESTIC— were accepted at Albany

for the new Ptate Education Building:, which
\u25a0will cost over $4,000,000. ===== The Senate, after
a bitter debate, passed the "Wemple bill,extend-
ing the corporate existence of all railroads hav-
ing outstanding indebtedness. : John
Raines, temporary president of the Senate at
Albany, appointed a' committee to draft a bill
providing for a new apportionment of Senate
districts, with Senator Tuily as chairman; it

•was believed that tills question might cause
considerable disturbance. ===== The submarine
boats Octopus and Lake ended a successful
twenty-four hour submergence test at New-
port, It.I.•--\u25a0\u25a0-\u25a0

-
New high prices were made for

wheat as the result of a sensational session in
the Chicago pit. = : Th*» Rev. Dr. W. H.
Robert?, of Philadelphia, was elected moderator
of •!.• General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church at Columbus. \u25a0\u25a0 Vice-President Fair-
banks. ox«-SenaTor John L.-McL*aurin and Presi-
dent Finley of the Southern Railway addressed
the convention of cotton manufacturers at-
Philadelphia.

-
CITY.— rinsed lower.=General Ku-

rokl and staff visited West Point, while half of
the crews of the Japanese warships were seeing
the city. \u25a0 The District Attorney's office, it
was paid, bad evidence of still another forgery
by the international committee employes. \u25a0-

It was said that the grand jury would find an
indictment against at least one Metropolitan Life
official.— \u25a0 William Dalton, the dismissed Com-
missioner of Public Works, issued a statement
attacking Borough President Anearn. ====== A
jury in the Supreme Court found that C. C.
Bhayne, a furrier, was of sound mind when he
executed the codicil to his will. . : District
Attorneys Clark of Kings and Coles of Nassau
expressed some doubts as to their power to act
on the new anti-gambling Idea of Mr. Jerome.. . t? The White Star liner Adriatic, the largest
In the fleet, arrived here on her" maiden voy-
ege. l. ,,The belief was expressed here that
Assemblyman WeUsTs bill regulating steamship
ticket traffic, would become a law. . -

The
Washington Square Association wrote many let-
ters complaining of acts of omission In street
cleaning.

We desire to remind our rradsr* who are
about to leave the city that The Tribune will
"be sent by mail to any address in this country
or abroad, and address changed as often as de-
tired. Subscriptions may be (liven to your reg-
ular dealer before leaving, or, if more conven-
ient, hand them in at The Tribune Office.

See opposite page for subscription rates.

THE CITY AND ITS WATER,
The elaborate statement concerning the New

York watershed which the state Health Commis-
sioner has made to the Governor In consequence
of The Tribune's revelations of abuses In the
Croton region Is In a measure Illuminating and
suggestive, but we cannot regard it as entirely
convincing in its contention that the city should
guard Its own water supply and that the State
Department of Health cannot be expected to do
much in the matter. Itmay be that the city
erred [n declining to provlda v sewer system for
Mount Kisco, but that place, though probably the
worst of all, Is only one of many danger spots
widely scattered over an extensive region, itmay also be that the city could compel abate-
ment of nuisances through an appeal to tho
courts, but that would be a slow and uncertainprocess. Prompt aud effective action could and
doubtless would be taken, us It formerly was
tak.-n in many cases, through the condemnation
and purchase of the offending property by tho
city, were the city permitted to pursue thatcourse, but it is now specifically forbidden by
law to do so.

There can be no doubt that within ItSown cor-
porate limits, and also in the outside domain of
which it is tho owner, the city is the proper
guardian of its water supply. But beyond those
limits, within the bounds of other municipalities
and on land which ii does not own and which
it Is forbidden to acquire, it appears to us that
the city has 11 right to look for relief to that
state authority which is not limited by town,
city or county lines. Indeed, it would seem that
the State Health Department existed largely for
precisely such purposes, and this view is sup-
ported by the Commissioner's own statement. In
which we are told thai some weeks ago when
The Tribune made known the shocking and dan

gerous conditions in the Croton region and ihe
widespread prevalence of typhoid fever he gave
peremptory orders to the local health boards of
the <-01)111111111) ies Implicated thnt immediate
step* should be taken to abate the nuisances at
Mount Kisco and elsewhere, and one of his in-
spectors was directed to Bee if the orders were
obeyed and the work was done.

What that inspector has reported, IfaATthia*.

Men now laugh at such "childish" reasoning,
yet. in the words of an eminent philosopher, the
whole history of human progress is describabie
as the finding "f just such coincidences and the
separation of fortuitous from signlti.-aut ones.
Simple as progress seems when thus descril.nl,
the whole elaborate mechanism and logic of
modern science are devoted to just these two
apparently easy tasks. Even to-day science,

with all its trappings, finds it exceedingly ditll-
cult to determine whether the disappearance of
a hard cold two days after using Uncle John's
Syrup of Succotash Is a coincidence pure and
simple or the working of some hidden law of
nature. Ifthe skeptic will tako thought he will
find himself confronted in daily life with scien-
tific difficulties as great as this.

There !s the strange coincidence, for Instance,
between twenty-one drafts received by James
Mc< "l,•,•!•;•. n municipal painter, and twenty-one
deposits credited to the account <>t William H.
Walker. Superintendent of Public Buildings
and Offices. McCleery'H drafts correspond ex-
actly la amount with the f*anis> comber of de-
posits made on the same days the drafts were
drawn and placed to Walker's credit at the

wich Rank. Walker expressed surprise
at this weird conjunction ofIncidents, pronounc
in;,- it an astonishing coincidence. Now, in a
case like.this the average man inclines t<> settle
the matter In the childish manner of the As
syrian soothsayers. Finding on twenty-on< -
casions v doable coincidence in sum an 1 n
date between iw<« wholly distinct business
transactions, be Is prone to inf.r the operation
of some mysterious natural law. Perhaps !c
will cover up the infantile baste "f this conclu-
sion i..\ Imposing mathematical calculations
showing that tin- probability of an exact coin-
cidence between a draft and a deposit being
approximately 1 in 100,00(1,000 under the most
favorable assumptions, therefore the chai
v series of l'l such coincidences must be
roughly only 1 jn 100,000,000.**. As this last
number would require n;i figures to express It.
the ordinary man infers that the odds in favor
of mere coincidence are not even as pkml as the
chances of winning In a poolroom. And If §ur
amateur scientist Is particularly anxious to
cover up iiis bad loir!.- be willcall your attention
to the fact that the chances of tho earth's fall
ing into the sun in the next twenty-four hoursare several million times better than the above
odds for coincidence.

The cautious scientist, bo ever, knows this is
all vanity. Mere coincidence proves nothing.
ii' it did we should have to believe that the
Oxford-Cambridge boat races are controlled by
sunspots, for it is on record that Oxford always
wins when the spots exceed a certain number
and loses in every otht-r case. A natural con-
nection can be established, as a rule, only when
all contributory circumstances are under the
watchful control of the observer, it is safe tosay that it' such control were to be exercised in
the Walker-McCleery case, the coincidence would
suddenly cease. That would obviously discredit
all suggestions derogatory to those who govern
us for revenue only.

COINCIDENCES.

According to recent findings of professional
observers, one of tlu- distinguishing peculiarities
of man is his habit of discovering and Inter-
preting coincidences. As far back us the As-
syrian epoch men were known to possess this
trait. Thus ihe soothsayers of Assurbanlpal,
and even those of earlier potentates, conducted
a sort of double entry bookkeeping whereby they
recorded the varying successes of the King's
armies und the kind of weather and sky coin-

cident with the same. From the deadly parallel
they interred tho operation of natural lawa.
Ifthere had been an eclipse of the sun on a
day when the Hlttites drubbed the hosts of
Assyria tho soothsayers would assume that the
former event caused the hitter and would ac-
cordingly warn their imperial muster against
going forth against the Hlttites again on an
eclipse day.

Moreover, Ifn prompt reply was desirable It
could bo posted in the one instance in time to
(•.\u25a0itch tliH Sunday Bteainship from Queenstown.
In the other case It might wait until Wednes-
day or Thursday , and even then be carried by
a slow vessel. To the majority of Europeans,
perhaps, such inconveniences cause little annoy-
anee, but to Americans they are irritating. A
further development of the policy of averting

what 1s now recognised as a needless hindrance
will be highly appreciated In thin country.

For several years mall has been dispatched
from New York to Europe on four days every

week. A large part of that going on Saturday
lias been sent by the American Line. The adop-

tion (if the sea postoffice by the Cunard Line,

which has always had a share of the patronage,
will give the United States government "two
strings to its bow" and will also materially bet-
ter t lieservice from England to America. AVexines-
day's mail has invariably gone by the White
Star Line. The fast Qerman steamships which
leave on Tuesday and 7 Thursday have sea post-
offlces, too, but up to the present time tlio vessels
of the French Line (whose sailing day Is Thurs-
day) have not been ho equlpix?d. The. proposed
Innovation will enable them to compete on more
favorable terms than formerly with their Teu-
tonic rivals and to realize more fully the nd-
vantage of the lii,,rh speed which some of them
now develop.

don before letters could be sent out, arrival
there before noon would count for little. The
people for whom they were Intended might not
get them before .Monday. Hence a small delay
would often result In the loss of a day and a
half in receiving them.

FOR MEMORIAL TO LORD BALTIMORE
Baltimore. May 19.—A movement for a memorial

at St. Mary's, Md.. to commemorate th-> landing
there In 163; of Lord Baltimore's Catholts colony
and the establishment of the Roman Catholic
Church in English America was begun a the con-
vention of the Catholic* Benevolent Legion here to-
day. A motion was adopted providing for tie ap-
pointment of a committee to take charge of the
work, and the project willbe made national in its
character.

\u25a0 « »

GENERAL ALLEN RETURNS TO AMERICA.
San Francisco, May IS.—Brigadier General B. T.

Allen, organizer and until recently chief of th»
Philippine constabulary, arrived here yesterday
from Manila on the army transport Thomas. Gea-
eral Allen says there is little trouble* in the Philip-
pines now. except InLey to and Samar. where the
hilltribes still worry the Insular government. Gen-
era! Allen was succeeded as chief of the constal>a>
laxy by Colonel BandholU, of the Zd Infantry.

TRANSATLANTIC TRAVELLERS.

Among the passengers who will salt to-day- *<*
Europe are:

CEDRIC FOR IJVXRPOOI*
Mr*.George T. BUae. IMr». W. H. HurttMt.
Mrs. I4'uia rente n. ,G*org» W. Law.
Mr. and Mr*.E. H. B«h- Mr. and Mrs. R. P. Loea*»

ren». | berry.
Mrs. H. M. Corwlth. Miss May Button. _\u0084

E. a O. De Camps. Mr. and Mr*.John L»wr«»
Mm. R. A. Hamilton. Rlk«r.
Mr. end Mr*.Norman Hap- Henry T. Sloan*.

rood. . IMrs. A. J. VTtxlt*.

Travellers who arrived yesterday from abroad
were:

ADRIATIC. FROM LJVERPOOL*
Mr.and Jars. N. T.Bacon. Mr.and Mra R. W. P*ru.
Mr. and Mr*. W. Vernon PhilipVan m*»3.

Booth. Mrs. S. K.Uegle*.
Mr. and Mr*. W. B<mrk« Harley T. FrooUr. ~.,.v»*.

Oockran. Mr.and Mr*.VT.R. Es*s«»»*
Bruca lamay. ford. \u25a0_

_
n:a.Mr. and Mrs. R. C K«r»ns. Mr. and Mrs. <*• »\u25a0 t
"
Hr

Mr. and Mrs. George Ptoc- sted. . _
,«•«

tor Knott. Major and Mr* C*«- ma^

Mr*. Daniel S. Lamont. j lar. ._
«_-_ «>

Mwiilsnor O'Oorman. Mr. end Mr*.3.H. \u25a0"«*»•

It- M. Parmelae. •

N. Y. U. STUDENTS ELECT OFFICERS.
The annual meeting of the New York University

Student Organization was held yesterday, and t!ie
followingofficers were elected: A. Shertn, *C3L presi-
dent: C E. Hicks. '08. vice-president: C. MacDon-
aM, '08. secretary, and O. F. Armstrong. 'OS, treas-
urer. It was decided to change the alma mater
\u25a0on* from "The Violet" to The) Palisades."

WillSpend a Few Days at Mrs. Roosevelt's
Virginia Cottage.

[From*Tl2<»Tribune Bureau. )

Washington. May 16. The President and Mrs.
Roosevelt will leave Washington to-morrow fore-
noon for a visit to Tin© Knot, the cottage owned by
Mrs. Roosevelt In Albemarle County. Va. ItIs their
Intention to remain at IMne Knot for a week, unless
public 1 siness calls the President back earlier. As
the President's younger children are striving to
"r/sh then? studies for tho close of the term, the/
will not be Included in tho party. This is a matter
of great disappointment to the young people, more
especially to Archie and Quentln. who always have
a pood time In the woods.

Although the President will take as much rest as
possible, he will be oblifp»d to attend to a certain
amount of routine work, so Assistant Secretary
Latta will accompany him on the Journey. Mr.
Latta will remain nights In the little village of
North Garden, with the Pre«ld.-At"s guards, and
will make dally trips to and from Pine Knot, half
a dozen miles away, for the purpose of taking to
the President such urgent official documents aa
require his attention. Th* President and Mrs.
Roosevelt will spend much of their time in tramp-
ing through the woods at Pine Knot or going on
horseback rides about the neighborhood.

POSTMASTERS' DINNER FOR CORTELYOU.
Charles, Emory Smith, ex-Postma&ter General,

willbe tho principal speaker next "Wednesday night
at the dinner to bo given for George B. Cortelyou.
Secretary of the Treasury, at the Hotel Astor. On
the committee of arrangements are Postmasters
"Willcox. New York: Roberts, Brooklyn; Greiner.
Buffalo: Bruce. Syracuse; Argersinger, Albany;
Superintendent Bradley of the Railway Mail Service
and Postofflc« Inspector Walter 8. Mayer.

THE CAMERA AT THE RACES.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Blr: Olorlfler never won the Metropolitan Hand!- j
cap as you have pictured him to-day, and Ir«»-
spectfully suggest that until you can secure, by
some scientific method, a truer representation of
a horso race than tho one In your issue of to-day

'

It would be well not to attempt to picture Itat ;
all. For objects Inmotion the snapshot is a rtdtr-

'

tilous failure, and tn this case not a single limb
Is true to nature. HENRY aft CAL.VKUT.

Kx-L'nited States Volunteer Cavalry Oascat*.
Ijikehurat, N. J.. May 10, 1907.
[There Is a good deal In this, and we hays

often thought of It. but, as Mr. Calvert points
'

out. science has yet given us no more accurate
Instrument than the camera for our purpose. It
Is quite true that thn photographic plate an-
alyzes motion beyond the capacity of any human
eye, unless It be that of the ancient Greeks,

whose friezes show men and horses, supposed to i
be moving, in those very grotesque attitudes
which the camera singles out. But all graphic
arts are untrue to nature at some point, and
perhaps the snapshot Is to most men at least
as Interesting and euggiesUvii an any other form
of more or less sy-mbollo and conventional ap-
proximation to actual pictorial truth. Land-
scapes are not black and -white, nor are tho
colors of paintings those of nature. Allpictures
are at the last merely notes for the eye and the
Imagination to work with, for the croation of a
mental Image. )

B. N. Mitcbill's Widow Sends $600 to Art-
ists' Aid Society.

A gift of |SOO was received by the Artists' All
Society yesterday from the widow of Bleecker N.
Mitchlll. who died recently. Mr.Mitehlll was treas-
urer of the board of trustees appointed by the
Artists' Aid Society and the Artists' Fund Society
la raise SoO.KO for th» relief of, superar.nuatad art-
ists. William F. Havemeyer Is chairman of tha
board.

J. C. XK'oll. secretary of the society. SaM yes-
terday that applications for help from <:«< \u25a0n.-.r.*
artists in distress had recently b«en so numerous
and urgent that it was hoped tha 130.0C0 fuad to
provide permanent home* for them would, soon be
raised.

GIFT FOR INDIGENT ARTISTS.PRESIDENT GOING TO PINE KNOT.

.SAM l-OST OFFICES.

Those Americans who have either business or
social correspond enco with people in Europe will
be gratified to learn thnt I'ostmaster General
Meyer is negotiating for an extension of the
sea postofflee system. The first attempt to facil-
itate the delivery of letters on the other side
of the Atlantic by so sorting them on shipboard
that they can be put right Into tho hands of
local carriers was made under the auspices of
tho American Line. Afterward the practice was
adopted on the White Star, Hamburg and North
German Lloyd steamships. Provision for a sim-
ilar service by the Cunard and French transat-
lantic lines in the near future is now contem-
plated at Washington, and hopes are entertained
that the precedent established In these cases
may eventually be followed on the Pacific.

Tills plan. It is hardly necessary to say. orig-
inate! In the United states and wns doubtless
suggested by the utility of the railway postal
car service. The two have the same object and
employ the same methods. It is estimated that
the sea postoffioe makes possible a Baring of from
ten to twelve hours In the arrival of letters .t
their .destination. Such a gain cannot fail fre-
quently t.i prove of Dutch practical importance,
but under some circumstances a still greater ad-
vantage is secured. '1he heaviest foreign mails
dispatched from New York, as n rule, leave on
Saturday. Those directed to London require
about a week for transportation. Ex<«pl during
\u25a01 small part of the vein- there has been some un-
certainty whether tiny would he delivered ou
the following Saturday or not. It" several hours
were consumed in the general postoffice in Loa-

THE REFERENDUM TEST.

The editor of "The Commoner" expresses sur-
prise that the New York newspapers were some-
what nonplussed by his assertion that belief in
the efficacy of the initiative :oid referendum was
the ultimate test of the orthodoxy of any pro-
fessing Democrat. According to our contem-
porary in Lincoln, the newspaper editors of this
city should have remembered that "this is not a
new subject with Mr.Bryan." Ifthey had had
their wits about them they would have recalled
that the Nebraska fusionists in 1890 adopted a

\u25a0state platform which favored, among other
tilings, "the initiative and referendum system as
"an Bid to securing government of the people, for
"the people and by tho people." Not understand-
ing that this deliverance of a convention mont
of whose members were Populists was to be
binding forever after on the party of Jefferson
and Jackson, the New York editors foolishly
"thought they had discovered a new issue
"caught It redhanded just as it was making Its
"exit from the Brooklyn banquet after a savage
"attack on the life of the Democratic party."
Allthis commotion, •The Commoner" points out.
would have been avoided if commentators here
had realized that "the doctrine which alarmed
them was not new at all."

Reassurance in times of perplexity is always
welcome. But it seams to us that "The Com-
mo;i«-rV attempt to clarify the situation is not
altogether successful. Mr. Bryan did not say
at the Brooklyn Jefferson birthday dinner that
there was a certain warrant for holding belief
in the initiative and referendum to be good Dem-

\u25a0 ocratlc doctrine because be and his Populist fol-
lowers had put It into a Nebraska platform
eleven years ago. He went much further than
that. He admitted that other Democrats might
differ with him on a great many Issues. They
might safely dissent from his views on the tar-
iff, coinage. Imperialism and even the control
ami regulation of the Instrumentalities of inter-
state commerce, but when it came to the refer-
endum they would find him adamant. On that
Issue either be or they would bare to quit the
Democratic party. Itmay be admitted that the
referendum Idea was not "new." But certainly
Its use as a test acid for Democracy was a per-
plexing political novelty.

We notice that few Democrats of prominence
have subscribed to the theory that the referent
dum is the cornerstone on which the Jpfferso-
nlan faith is to be i.uilded. Senator Uayuer and
ColcneKWatteraon have recently dismissed th*

IU)US! RVEF.
We cannot tell whether Boss Kuef is n hero

In San Francisco today or not We do not
know enough aboul the San Francisco tempera-
ment to estimate the effect of his extraordi-
nary plea of guilty, but the man who Las cer-
tainly demonstrated that at least he once
knew the San Francisco mind and heart clearly
expected that his little speech to the court and
his subsequent statement would change him
from nn outcast to a hero. "I^ist night." he
says, "I reached the conclusion that there
"might still be an opportunity to make some
•'effort to restore myself In the public favor and
"be a power for good." Isn't it extraordinary?
A self-confessed corruptlonist desires to be a
power for good, "to help overthrow the system
"which has made possible the terrible corrup-
tion of public officials:" Ruef knows some-
thing about iiis San Francisco, for he had
hardly got through his speech when the District
Attorney "shook him by the hand warmly" and
said: "You did a manly tiling. Iwant to tell
"you now that any tiling the prosecution can
"properly do for you will be done willingly,
"gladly."

Koss Ruef has a ke<ui oyo on what the prose-
cution can do for him. So has Mayor Scbmltz.
Immunity for a confession not being in pros-
pect, the boss has boldly thrown himself on
the mercy of the court and <>f public opinion.
lie haß a fine sense of the dramatic, this Mi.
Ruef. Not a hint is allowed to escape of his
intent to make a sensational plea, lirst one
of Ids counsel arises and mysteriously with-
draws from the case. Then another, nnd an-
other. Then the boss steps forward with his
remarkable speech. The people love such
dramatic scenes. There has been nothing like
it since that tremendous "business" when, his
own case being before the grand jury, he had
tin* District Attorney removed and himself
made District Attorney.

The plea is as artful as it is dramatic. For
himself he cjires nothing- -sublime renunciation!
He wishes to serve with the other reformers
now in the popular ascendant and he "a power
for good." He wishes 10 stop the system of
corruption which be unwittingly started and
which got beyond his control. He cares noth-
ing for jail; five years, fourteen years, "four-
teen hundred years." it is all one to him Ifhe
can accomplish these worthy purposes and
spare his aged parents the agony of suspense
and the strain of a trial. That touch of liiial
affection was a pretty thing. Moreover, he
pleads guilty in a case where the prosecution
would surely fall. Not only was the plea art-
fully calculated to touch the popular imagina-
tion, but it whs well timed. The prosecution
wanted to reach the corporation officers who
did the bribing. It could not do so without the
testimony of Bchmitz or Kuef. Bchmitz might
have anticipated him. IfRuef tells a story
which will convict the bribers the prosecu-
tion will look on him with favor. Just how
kindly the prosecution will treat him In con-
sideration of the really great service his tea
timony may be to the state wiil probably de
pend upon his own skill in "restoring himself In
the public favor."

B iss RueTs description of himself aa the
victim of a "system" presumably lias a large
measure of truth in it. The probability Is that
when he started his machine he had no Idea
of corruption on such a gigantic scale as aub-
seq lently developed. His statement that, in
order to hold together the political machine
built up with great difficulty, "I did lower the
"high political ideals that Ihad hitherto up-
"held" sounds laughable as an apology for the
""IX system of political highway robbery this
country has ever seen; but it is probably true
that he was pressed by hia followers' Insa-
tiable appetite for graft. "I found, in short."
he says, "that to bold this machine together
Ihad to permit and connive at corruption." Fie
was followed by a band of "labor union bums"
who "would eat the paint off a house." To lead
them lie had to satisfy their appetite. His
mariner of showing now unavoidable corruption
is when a man is at the bead of such a hungry
bnnd of grafters is interesting:

The press of Kan Francisco had taught tho
public to believe that every officeholder was
a crook; that the whole <itv government was
rotten from skin to core; that no privilege could
be obtained unless It was paid for.

The corporation officers* ltelieved it and when
they wanted a franchise they proceeded at onco
to bribery, and he was the inevitable go-
between :

Suppose that the United Railways ramo to me.
a lawyer and a political leader, and asked mo to
accept a fee to manage the matter for them.
Suppose Irefused. Bujipo3« then these super-
visors got wind that there was money to be
had and Ifound out that they meant to get
it Would Istill refuse to "handle the matter
for them" and see my machine Hmasheil, or
would Iaccept the fee and connive at corrup-
tion?

This psychology of graft is impressive, and
we believe it Is all true, except that we do
not suppose it ever irked Boss Ituef a Mt in
the days of his success to lie anil to l>e re-
puted to l>e the head of a band who would
"eat the paint off a house."

lodirert legislation project cs a trivial and fan-
tastic side Issue. It is clear that the referendum
cannot be applied lv national politics. Its uses
are lOCaL How. then, can a natinn.il party
rationally insist on introducing and enforcing a
procedure which can be of value only In cities
and in states? Mr. Brynn is. on occasions, a
rigorous champion of state rights. By what
logic can be reach the conclusion that the chief
mission of the Democratic party in the nation is
To compel the jM-ople of this or that state to ap-
ply the principle of direct local legislation?
Every state must follow its own volition In this
matter, and it is the height of absurdity to say
that the Democratic voters in a state controlled
by tin* Democracy must l>c expelled from the
party unless they supplant the indirect method
of legislation by the direct. The referendum
may lie In its way a valuable piece of political
machinery. But Its installation for local uses
cannot be made a national organization's pri-
mary article of faith.

"After all. tho python la rather a beastly creat-
ure, and you wouldn't like to go Into a cage* with It
yourself,'.' said Stephen Coleridge, In presenting a
petition against the feeding of snakes with live
anlmalH. at the annual meeting of the London Zoo-
logical Society. P. Chalmers Mitchell, the secre-
tary, said that none of the snakes were fed in
public; that bad been stopped for a long time,, and
In every possible cob* the attendants trie.l to feed
the animals with dead food. ll*thought all keep*
ers of gardens were agreed that this could not be
done In all rases— such, for Instance, as th*rattle-
snake.

"So you are going to Europo?"
"Yes." answered the man who aspires to be^ aprominent citizen. "1 don't cur© much about the

rip. but th« reporters never seem anxious to Inter-
view you about American hfTalrs until you have
been abroad long enough to lose track of them."—
Washington Star.

According to Thomas Crawford, a right-of-way
man for the Union Pacific Railroad system, who
Isquoted In a Seattle newspaper, th« Lincoln Creek
Valley region of Washington produces phenomena
In the shape of strong, healthy sheep, with moss
growing on their backs. Mr. Crawford attributes
the moss to the fact that In tho last winter, while
the animals stood under the low sheepehede, they
gradually accumulated enough soil In the wool on
their backs to nourish the vegetation. Then came
heavy rains, which developed the moss. Many of
the animals cannot be sheared becauso of the ivioms
on their backs, and not a few Lincoln Creek farm-
ers will bo losers as a result. It Is wild.th» moss
crop will far exceed the output of wool.

A good country Mayor found himself at a table
in a large restaurant between two young men, who
began to make fun of him.
"1nee, young sirs.- 1 tinsaid, "that you fire making

fun of me; but Iassure you that Iam neither
Btui>ld nor an ass."

"Ah," said one of them, "perhaps you are be-
tween the two."

"Exactly," wan the prompt reply, "I'm between
the two."—Tid-Blts.

'

The eighth Zlonlstto congress willbo held at Bos-
ton In August. In a call Issued by the Rev. Dr.
J. L. Magnus It Is stated that this will bo "th«
first real Palestlneaa congress of the movement."
Tho call also says: "Alldifferences as to the fun-
damental principles governing the movement have
been settled. The work of real construction for
and In Palestine has been begun. The eighth con-
gress will, therefore, be an Important one. Inas-
much as Palestine willb« the centre of actual In-
terest." Dr.Max Nordau. on the other hand, soys
that. the differences In the ranks of the Zionists
have never been greater than now. and "The
American Israelite," showing its opposition to the
un-American movement, says: "That tho Zionists
can be a power for evil they have demonstrated
at the Hebrew Union College. Now let them point
to some good that they have accomplished."

lilkr.m-- salary do you get?
Wlggs

— hundred and fifty dollars per.
Diggs—Per week, per month or perhaps?— Chi-cago News.

A resident of Vienna has Invented a new form
of umbrella for shoppers. Instead of the ordinary
handle there are two steel rods fastened under the
arms by means of strings, and connected with a
belt around the chest. The umbrella Is attached
to these rods, leaving the arms free.

A way of escape has been devised
From the deopsea submarine;

But It doesn't compare with tho other clan
Preferred by tho average sort of man

To ride Ina land machine.
—Philadelphia Ledger.

The announcement that the Empress of Japan
Is to enter the competition for the Nobel prize
In literature makes known one more woman sov-
ereign who leads In some activity. Practically
every one knows of Carmen Bylva, the Queen of
Rumania, and ,her books, and many know of the
medical skill of the Queen of Portugal. The Em-
press Dowager of China is an Eastern Kaiser \vii-
helm. Her activities are as innumerablo as those
of the German Emperor. .

First Small Boy—l'm goln' ter git square wld pa
fer llckin' mo ter-day.

B«cond Small Boy—How yer goln' ter?
First Small Boy—Wh«n da circus comes aionr

I'm goln' tar say Idon't c&re Ux go Juu*«.

THE TALK OF Till: hAY.

Over In Jersey City the question whether a
malefaci >r or an Incorruptible

public servant appears to depend upon whether
It was poker or pinochle h<> was playing.

The Pennsylvania Legislature, which haa Just
rned, made appropriations amounting to

JC7.000.000 I- was probably afraid to leave
ng In sight for further Capitol "furnish-

ings."

Tho bill removing thn 4 pei cant Interest limit
<>n Now York city bonds, Just passed by the
Legislature, is made neoesaary by tho present
condition of the bond market. Tho city has to
borrow so frequently thnt it Is Impracticable to
fix nn arbitrary Interest rate on bonds and at

thfl same time insist that they .soil at r^r. if
for scnthtifrit.il reasons par is to be retained as
the minimum selling prl<-e, then the Interest
rate must be adapted to the market.

The Honorable "Abe" Huffs confessions
seem to Indicate that even the grafters have
their Intimate and unfulfilled Ideals.

Either through accident or by design—prob-
ably the latter—tho Adriatic was able to read)
Bandy Hook yesterday almost exactly at the
instant when th<« tide was highest there. At-
mospheric conditions were not equally favorable
to progress up the harbor, but th»» maiden voy-
age of th© newcomer ended without detention
Of any kind. This is an auspicious beginning
of her service.

Those breaks in the Colorado River which re-
Kulted In flooding the Palton Basin were f.ir
from doing anybody any immediate good. The
national government has found a way to turn
them to account, however. Systematic ob-
servations of evaporation from th© Inland sea
that lias been formed in Southern California
are about to be undertaken under tho Joint
auspices of the Weather Bureau and tho Geo-
logical Survey. In this manner It is hoped that
data may be> obtained which will bo useful in
computing the benefits to bo derived from tho
Btorapo reservoirs of tho reclamation service.
Tho water to bo Impounded by those great engi-
neering works will not all be available for Irri-
gation, of course, and hence it is a happy
thought to try to determine with precision the
losses -which should b« anticipate*].

THE CABINET.
[From The TTHran© Bureau.

Washington, May 16.—Secretary Straus, of the
Department of Commerce and Labor, left the city
to-night for New York for a week's stay. Ha will
Inspect the 3d TJghthouse District, spend a day at
Kills Island, make an address at the reception to
General Kurokl to-morrow night and speak to the
National Association of Manufacturers at the
Waldorf-Astoria on tho night of the tU.

Callers at the White House Included Secretaries
Garfleld, Straus and Wilson, Senators Cullom. Bur-
rows and Martin. Representatives Burton, of T)ela-
wara, and Roberts, of Massachusetts; Henry Phlpps.
of rittsburg; J. O. Homer, of Staffordshire. Eng-
land: Judge Dayton, of West Virginia; John C.
Black. CivilService commissioner, and several of-
ficials of th« National Association of Professional
Baseball Clubs, who presented to th« President a
solid gold badge of life membership and admission
on behalf of the 256 clubs represented by the< organ-

ization.
The President after luncheon shook hands with

several hundred delegates of the American Baptist
Missionary Union.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.
[From Th» Tribune Bureau ]

Washington. May IB.—The President nnd Mrs.
Roosevelt will po to Pine Knot, the cottage owned
by Mrs. Roosevelt In Albemarle County, Virginia,

to-morrow morning for a week's rest. Assistant
Secretary Latta. the usual guard and servants
from the White House will accompany them.

President Roosevelt entertained at luncheon to-
day the officers of tho Brazilian ships now at
Hampton Roads and a number of guests to meet

them. The party Included Rear Admiral, Puarto
Huet de Bacellar, In command of the fleet; the
Secretary of Btate, the Secretary of the Navy, the
Brazilian Ambassador, Captain Cavalcantl de Lons.
of the Rlachuelo; Captain Perelra Lelte. of the
Barroso; Captain Altlno ("orrea, of the Tamoyo.
and the three lieutenants of the. admiral's staff, the
Counsellor the Embassy. Gurgel do Amoral,
Rear Admiral Brownson, John Barrett, Lieutenant
David F. Boyd. U. R. N.:John S. Elliott and Lieu-
tenant Russell Train.

President and Mrs, Roosevelt occupied a box at
the National Ttieatr* this afternoon to hear flv#»
hundred public school children sing for the benefit
of the public playgrounds. With them were Miss
Ethel Roosevelt, Archie Roosevelt, Quentin Roose-
velt,'Sheffield Cowles, Harry Blagdon. Miss Hagner
and Lieutenant Sheridan. Inan Intermission, the
President went behind th« scenes to congratulate
the children and their Instructor on their excellent
work.

IN WASHINGTON SOCIETY.
[FYom Th» Tribune Bureau. J

Washington. May 15.— Representative Glllett en-
tertained the Secretary of the Navy "and Mrs. Met-
calf, Associate Justice Moody, Rear Admiral and
Mrs. William Sheffield Cowlea, Mrs. Reybam and
Miss Boardman at dinner to-night.

Mrs. William J. Boardmaa has as her house
attest Mrs. Edward Robinson, of New York.

Mrs. Van Kensselaer Towneead, of New York,

THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.
[F*r"mThe Tribune, Bureau.]

Washington. MayIS.—Bettor Don Alberto Toaeham.
first secretary of th© Chilian Iteration and chars*
<VafTnlrr9 ad Interim, entertained at dinner to-night
In honor of th» officers of th*» Chilian warships at
Hampton Roads. The party Included the Secretary
of State, the Assistant Secretary of State and
Mrs. Bacon. General and Mrs. Bell, Rear
Admiral Signbee, Rear Admiral and Mrs. Harris.
I..l«Mitenant Commander Cleland Davis. Dr. and
Mr*. A. Mairrudor. Captain and Mrs. "Wright. Cap-
tain and Mrs. Hooker. Captain A.E. Wilson, of the
cruiser Centeno: Colonel Montauban. of the Chilian
army: th« Argentine Minister and Mm% Portela,
tho charß^ d'affaires of Venezuela; th« naval at-
tache of Franco and Mmc,de Blanprt,Mr. and Mm,

McCallum. Mrs. Garlln*ton. Mrs. Hinckey. Mrs.
Robert Small. Captain and Mrs. van Demon. Mies
MairrudeT. Miss Southerland. Miss Ffoulke. Miss
Jackson. Miss Chew, Miss Jennings, the Mlsans Pll-
non. Miss "William*. Miss Miller. Miss Whlttmore.
Miss Mattlngrly.Miss Brewster. Miss Rldgley. Miss
OJlver, Lieutenant Rosas. Lieutenant Domlngruez.
Lieutenant Jaokson. Lieutenant Pasßljc, of the Chil-
lan army: Mersrs. W. I. Brewster, John Barrett,
Gullek. lianihara, Sarratea and Salinas.

Baron BchUppenbacb, the Russian Consul O«m-
ernl in Chicago. Is a visitor at the Russian Em-
bassy, always making his home when In Washing-
ton with tho Ambassador and Baroness Rosen.

Baron Moncheur returned to Washington to-day
from Charleston, S. C, where hf srx-nt the last ten
days, and Joined Baroness Moncheur and th-> other
members of his family at Ch<"vy Chase, where they
aro occupying a cottage until they sail for Europe
In June.

The Minister from Bolivia and Seflnra Cal-
deron and their family will leave Washington on
Monday tor New York, on their way to Lake Mo-
bonk, where the minister goes to attend the peace
conference. They will be absent from the capital
about a week.

docs not appear. But In the Issuing of those
orders the State Health Department certainly
seems to have acknowledged its responsibility
and to have asserted Its authority In the prem-
ises

—
precisely such responsibility and authority

as we have all along assumed It to possess. It
Is Inconceivable that the Commissioner would
issue "peremptory orders" unless he had power
to do so. Either those orders have been or they
have not been complied with. Ifthe former

—
which is much more than we can venture to hope—

then the nuisances are abated and the danjwr

is removed. Ifthe latter, then it would be In-
teresting to know why they have not been
obeyed and how the city can hope to exert more
effective authority than the state. It Is scarcely
supposable that "peremptory orders" of the State
Health Department are mere blank cartridges,

making some noise, but producing no other
effect.

With the Commissioner's BURsestlon of filtra-
tion for tlie whole water supply of the city we
are In accord. That is a plan which The Trib-
une has long advocated. But we doubt ifmany
competent engineers would regard it as prac-
ticable to install a satisfactory system of filtra-
tion in less time than four or five years, while
what is needed is immediate relict' within the
next few weeks Instead of years. Moreover, we
should consider Itmost unwise to let pollution
of the Croton go on unchecked, trusting to filtra-
tion to render it innocuous. Filtration should
be the ultimate resort, after all possible efforts
have been made, through local sanitation and
policing of the watershed, to keep the water pure
at the source, and these efforts should be con-
tinued after filtration is In action just as thor-
oughly as before.

A^botxt People and Social Incidents.
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ALHAMIJIIA

—
2

—
ft—Vaudeville."

\u25a0ABTOK
—

h:80
—

Before and Aft-r
&EL«A6CO l.v Th« Rose or th*nancho.
BIJ( >\'

—
—^'on;u-»s<- Coquette.

BROADWAY B:IO The I'arlslan Mode
CASINO

—
H:13

—
The "White Hen.

COLONIAL.
—

-2—2
—

b
—

Vaudeville.
CONEY ISLAND

—
Luna Park.

EDEN MUKEE
—

The World In Wax.
EMPIRE- * ' • •..!• Kate.
OARKICK

—
H:30

—
Caught in the Rain.

HACKtTTi—S:ai^-The Chorus Lady.
HAiIiiERSTEIN'S VICTORIA—

—
8:15—\audevllie.

HERALD SQUARE :IT.—The Orchid w..-..,
HIPPODROME

—
2 6

—
Neptune's Daughter and Pioneer

Days.
IIUT>3ON

—
B:15

—
Brewster> Ml'.llcne.

JKVI.V'i IT^ACEJ
—

8:20
—

Five Oran-i Opers. Act*.
KNICKERBOCKER—B:I5

—
The Red Mill.

LIBERTY—K:U.
—

Salomy Jans.
UNCOLX tQUARE—2:I5

—
8:16—Bueter Brown.

LYCEUM
—

f>:2o—The Boys of Company B.

LYRIC
—

8:1S
—

The Road to Yesterday.

MADISON jI;aKB GARDEN— IO a. m. to 11 p. ra.—
Advertifiicr bhow.

MAJESTIC
—

S:jri
—

The. Primrose Path.
SAVOY

—
8:15

—
Til-Man of the Hour.

WAI.TJiOK'S
—

S:15
—

Dlvorcons.
WEST END

—
h—The Mikado.
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THE KbWB THIS MORNING.

Announcement has been mail* of the er.gaserr.er.t
of Miss Marjory R. Rice, daughter of Dr. and Mrs.
Clarence C Rice, to William Gordon Means, of
Boston. Miss Rice made \u25a0M debut last winter.
Mr.Means la \u25a0 son of Mr*. Arthur Little,and was
graduated from Harvard last year.

Mr. and Mrs. George F. Biker have taken rn»-
sess!on of their country hnmo at Tuxedo. They
will spend the summer at Monmouth Beach.

Mr. and Mrs. Giraud Foster have opened their
place at Lenox for th* season.

Mr.and Mrs. J. Frederick Karnr>chan have taken
a cottage "at Southampton for th« summer.

John C Greenleaf. who la to ba married to Miss
Constance Bacon, daughter of Mrs. William B.
Bacon, of Boston, to-morrow week in Lenox, will
give his farewell bachelor dinner to-morrcw nigh:
at the Yale Club.

Frank Hamilton Davis, whose marriage to M«3
Elizabeth Clark takes place InSt. Bartholomew's
Church next Thursday, gives his farewell bachelor
dinner to-morrow nltcht at Delm.-nlco'a.

Another wedding of yesterday was that of Miss
Mary Clark Williams to Stanton Davis Klrkmaa.
which took place at the home of the bride's brother,
Clark Williams, in Madison avenue. The Rev.
Lewis T. Reed, of Brooklyn, formerly of Canan-
dalgrua, the home of the bride, performed th« cere-
mony. The bride, who Is a daughter of the lat»
Captain George N.Williams, V.B. A.,and a grand-

daughter of the late Myron H. Clark. Governor of
this state In IK4. was given away by her brother.
and wore a princess gown of white appllquS lace
over white satin. Her point appllqufl lace veil
was fastened with orange blossoms, and she car-
ried a shower bouquet of ltlles-of-the-valley. Sh«
had no attendants. Ralph K. Safford was Mr.
Klrkman's best man. Mr. Klrkman Is a grandson
of General R. W. Klrkman. who was a graduate
of West Point, class '42. and was at one time Quar-
termaster General of the Department of the Pa-
cific. Among- those Invited to the wedding w<r»
Mr. and Mrs. George F. Baker. Mr. and Mrs. Will-
lam T. Bchley, General and Mrs. W. H. Beward,
of Auburn, N. V.;Mrs. Frederick F. Thompson.
Mrs. Samuel D. Backus. Miss Charlotte Clark. '..->-
renzo EL Clark, of Detroit, and Mr. and Mm. J.
D. Bafford. of Springfield. Mass. The newly rear-
rled couple left for the Adlrondacks. where they
have taken a cottage for the summer.

Mrs. Mary H. Nicholson, widow of Admiral Nich-
olson, -who served at New Orleans under Farragut,
was married yesterday afternoon to General Janet
Grant Wilson. The ceremony tonic place In th«
drawing room of her home, No. 167 West 73th
street. In the presence of a few Intimate friends.
It was performed by the Rev. I>r. Robert Mac-
kenzie, of the Rutgers Presbyterian Church, and
was followed by a small reception. The bride wore
a gown of gray satin, trimmed with point lace,
and Dr. Andrew I!. Smith rave her asm \u25a0\u25a0:\u25a0\u25a0 Lieu-
tenant General Nelson A. Miles was General Wll-
son s best man. There were no ushers.

Some of those ask*>d to the wedding were Gen-
eral and Mrs. Edward H. Rlpley. Mrs. Warren
Goddard. Mrs. Robert Hoe, Mr. and Mrs. Albert
Gallatin. Mrs. Daniel Butterfleld. Mr. and Mrs.
Thayer. Mrs. Pruyn. of Albany; Miss l?ls!* Rogers.
Mrs, A. Schoonmaker, the Misses Bchoon maker.
Mrs. Randolph Townaend, Miss May Roberts. Hugh
Baxter and General Count Splrldovltch.

General Wilson and his bride will spend the first
days of their honeymoon at Atlantic City. They
willafterward go to the Jamestown exposition and
make a brief tour of the South.

0


