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tifts, when they discover that they are to be put

upos the witn 4 and will be compelled
to commit perj order to support their
claims, drop the cases. They become scared,

Out of twenty-four cases against
listed on a single page of the records
York State Medical Society,
been dropped. One has |
mains to be adjudicate

When asked by a re presentative of The Trib-

physicians
of the New
all except two have
en tried and one re-

une regarding the extent of the attempts at
blackmailing of physicians, James Taylor |
Lewis, the legal representative of the society,

sald the other day that 97 per cent of the cases

of which notice of suit was presented w ere
clearly blackrr n chemes, wh } per cent
were, cases which raised some question which

might properly be presented to a jury.

Within the last seven vears 268 suits for
damages on t ground of malpractice have
been brought in this state. A large majority

have been based on alleged improper setting of
fractured bones

and subsequent c¢are of them.
Mr. Taylor said that in ninety-nine cases out of
& hundred of broken limbs there is some shrink-
age in the length of the limb Involved in the
Enitting of the ends of bone together again.
The use of the X-ray has facilitated the process
of securing ¢amsges on the ground of improper
care in cases of this sort. A photograph of the
section of the . showing that it is not
perfect alignment or that it is enlarged

s

.

point of fracture, is encugh to make the pa
troubled as to the quality of the operation
which nas been performed upon him. It only

requires the statement of a shyster lawyer look-
ing for a case > convince him that he is en-
titled %0 a con erable sum of money from the
physicicn. Not al! such cases, of course, have
blackmail as a motive, but the 3 per cent of
sults brought in good faith is made up in good
of such cases. These are not alwavs won
the plaintiffs, however, for the fact that the
bone has not the same appearance it once had
does not necessarily mean that the limb is not
perfectly sound and serviceable,

One case which the society was called upon to
defend was that of a lumberman. A small tree
Was being drawn through some woods. At one
point the trail made a somewhat s! arp turn.
As the log was drawn around this it was caught
between two Lrees, one at the centre of the in-
#ide of the curve and the other a little further
back on the opposite side. The first tree served
as a fulerum, and the
eud pressed the other

end against

strain on the forward |

X-RAY PHOTOGRAPH OF A MAN'S FEMUR, SHOWING A HEALED FRACTURE AND
The picture shows what a patient might be led to think was a case of malpractice.

after it has knitted together again.
the first fracture.

The new break is also shown.

A NEW ONE.

The bulb indicates how a broken bone sometimes looks
This photograph was taken shortly after the bone broke a second tim
Photograph taken just before the new fracture was set |

e in the neighborhood of
n the New York Hospital.

tree firmly. The lumberman took his ax and
hacked at the end of the bowed log. It sud-
denly broke, and. the pressure released, it
crashed against the chopper's leg. Both bones
in one of his legs below the knee were broken.
One had been fractured near the ankle and the
other in a diagonal fashion just below the knee.

After the bones had healed, the lumberman
felt something on the front of the shinbone like
2 pea. He was in nowise lame, but he thought
tha lég was a little shorter than it ought to be.
He had the limb photographed by the X-ray
process and discovered that in healing the diag-
onal fracture the upper portion of the bone had
slipped down a little and the sides were not in
perfect alignment. He sued the physician for
damages, but it was shown that, owing to the
fact that both bones were broken, there was no
resistance to the downward pull of the musecles,
and the bone could not be held exactly In place.
So the case resulted in favor of the physician,

In another case one of the two bones of a
woman’s forearm was broken. The blow fell
upon the upper side of the arm and it drove the
fractured ends down upon the lower bone, dis-
locating the latter at the wrist. So far as the
woman knew, barring a slight stiffness at the
wrist after it had healed, her forearmn was in as
good condition as ever. She went with a friend
to an owner of an X-ray machine and a photo-
graph was taken. She was horrified when she
saw the picture, for it showed that the bone had
a considerable curve in it. She sued the physi-
cian who had reduced the fracture, but re-
ceived nothing for her pains.

Many cases, according to Mr. Lewis, are those
of patients who are trying to evade the payvment
of a doctor’s bill. The physician has treated

the farther | them and, finally despairing of receiving his

money, has taken steps to secure payment. The
patient then brings a suit for damages, alleging
that the doctor has not properly treated him.
The physician, hesitating about exposing his
affairs to the gaze of the publle, refrains from
pressing the bill. These, of course, are cases of
blackmail pure and simple.

The value of facing the extortioner in court
{8 illustrated in one recent case. A nose special-
ist had been treating a certain patient for a long
time. The patient finally wrote the doctor that
he could not afford to continue the treatment,
as the fee of the latter was too high, and added
that he was perfectly satisfled with the treat-

-

ment. The doctor, in course of time, sued the
former patient for the amount of hiz bill. The
patient, through his lawyer, immediately

served a summons and notice of an action for
$10,000 for malpractice. The Etate Medical
Soclety assumed the defence of the physiclan.
As soon as the plaintiff found that the case
would be fought and he would be obliged to
pregent his case in court, he asked to have the
sult withdrawn. This request the defence finally
acceded to, after the plaintiff had agreed to pay
$50 costs.

The audacity and shamelessness of one type

of extortloner was exhibited in another ut-
tempt to levy upon a physician. A man one
dark night had bean run down by a heavy
wagon near a physician's home. The doctor

found him lying in the gutter when he returned
home from the theatre. He sent a call for an
ambulance, stopped the blcading of the man's
broken limb and bandaged it up. Then he gave

the man his card, and told him to say at the
hospital wio it was that had sent him, as that
would insure good care.

One day four months latey the man c&lhd' 23
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the doctor’s house. Ringing the bell, he was ad-
mitted, and in his turn saw the doctor. There
was nothing to indicate that he was not in good
condition physically.

“Doctor,"
clan’s desk, “do you recognize me?"

“No,"” said the doctor, “I must say that I don't
know you.”

“Oh, yes, you do,” sald the

he sald, walking up to the physi- |

stranger. *“You
remember you sent me to a hospital one night |
when my leg had been broken by being f'un f
over. Just look at that leg!" he said, pulling

up his trouser leg. *"See where you b
it. Look at that scar!" He
where the flesh had healed ov
fered a compound fracture.

“What are you looking for?
speaking slowly
cye.

“I want £50G," replied the stranger.
you ought to pay me that
you did for me."”

andaged
polnted to a scar

said the doctor,
and looking the man full in the

“T think
for the kind cf job

er, for he had suf-

The doctor is said to have responded by hav-

ing the man deposited on the sidewalk.

The multiplicity of cases of like ingratitude
has led many doctors to protect themselves by
taking an X-ray photograph of the part to be
operated on before the operation is pérformed.
This is becoming more common every day.

Occaslonally a physician i{s sued for damages
for an X-ray burn. it is sald that it js prac-
tically Impossible to know when a patient is
being burned, for the ill effects of the X-ray, it
there are to bhe any, do not show themselves
immediately. The physician, according to Mr.
Lewis, is protected in a measure by the favt that
thé courts only require of him that he shall use
his best judgment and have experiende equal to
the standard of the community where he lives,
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