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or governments to buy out the shareholders’ in-
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tional way Is by means of local sewer systems,

i and these ought to be constructed in every com-

munity in the Croton region at the earliest pos-
sible date. As for filtration, it Is all but univer-
sally agreed that we must come to it in addi-
tion to all else that may be done for the protec-
tion of the water supply, and seeing how long
it will take at hest tc construct an adequate
filtration plant

in earnest.

A UTILITIES BILL OVERSIGHT.

In making the draft of the public service com-
missions bill which passed the Assembly the
fact seems to have heen lost sight of that the
city of New York has quite as much concern
as any other part of the state in the regulation
of the trunk lines running out of this city. En-
tire jurisdiction of rates, equipment and service
which the New York Central may give out of
this city, or the Pennsylvania may give when
its tunnel under the city is completed, Is vested
by the bill in the commission of the Second
District, which is to be in practical operation
the general state commission, while the First
District commission has local functions. Yet
from this Second District commission all resi-
dents of this city are excluded.

The Tribune cordially favers the Governor’s
policy In dealing with thls question and would
not wish to see the measure endangered or de-
layved by any unnecessary amendments, but it

| believes the existing provision must have been
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THE NXEWS THIS MORNING.

FOREIGN.—Steamship men, according to a |
dispatch from London, favor the proposed fast |
service between England and Canada, but are |
inclined to regard as visionary the all British
route to Australia. ——— Advices from Cuba tell |
of the excellent work and discipline of the Army |
of Pacification. A demonstration in which |
180,000 persons took part was held at Pepignan |
t0 appeal 10 the government to remedy condi-
tions in the wine trade of the South. = It |
was reported from Brest that the French Line |
would make its terminus at that port instead of
Havre. The Dublin correspondent of “The
Morning Post” says that John Redmond will |
. probably move a resolution hostile to the Irish |
bill at the Nationalist Convention on Tuesday.

DOMESTIC.—It was learned in Washington
that it is not improbable that the President will |
urge tariff revision in his next message to Con- |
Eress. A report <f the Commissioners of |
Corporations, saying that the Standard Oll Com-
pany, largely through ine abuse of transporta-
tion facilities, has for thirg-five years main-
tained a practical monopoly of the petroleum in-
dustry, was made public at Washington,
President and Mrs. Roosavelt and Archie Roose- |
wvelt attended divine services at Christ Episcopal |
Church, near Pine Knot, Mrs. Roosevelt's coun- |
try home in Virginia. It was said art |
Washington that David W. Ross, general pur- |
chasing agent of the Panama Canal Commission, |
wil] resign soon to become president of a large |
manufacturing concern in Chicago. Con-
slderable excitement was caused In Atlanta by |
&. lion, which escaped and appeared in streets 'n
the centre of the city. Most of the Protest-
ant pulpits in Columbus, Ohio, were filled by
preachers attending the Presbyterian General
Assembly. ———= Pittsburg women completed the |
raising of $300,000 for 2 Y. W. C. A. building, |
thereby securing £200,000 from H. C. Frick as |
an endowment. ——— William H. Canniff, presi-

dent of the New York, Chicago & St. Louis
Railway Company, said that he regarded the
present activitles of President Roosevelt in re-
gard to railroads as productive of harm to the
country in general. The Lowell (Mass.)
Textile Council voted to request an {ncrease in
_wages of 10 per cent in all of the seven great
cotton mills of the city. l

CITY.—The crew of the shipwrecked Everett |
Webster arrived with the story of their rescue |
by a French bark. ——— Borough President |
Ahearn appointed Henry 8. Thompson Commis- |
sioner of Public Works, to succeed William Dal- i
ton,’ removed; C. F. Murphy was not consulted |
in the choice. ——— General Kuroki gave a lunch- |
eon at the Hotel Astor at which the Japan So- |
ciety of New York was launched. It be- |
came known here that Japanese agents would |
probably purchase $5,000,000 worth of rails for |
the Bouth Manchuria Railway. It was
Jearned that immigrants had been charged as
much has £30 for passage to Jersey City and
other nearby places by thievish ticket agents.
Ex-Senator MgLaurin, who is here to
fight in the suit against the Cotton Exchange, |
paid the South was extremely interested In the |
case. A crowd returning from a picnic |
gnade. a murderous assauit on a policeman in |
Willlamsburg. ——— Charles Frederick Cutler,
president of the New York Telephone Compahy,
it became known here, died on Saturday at
Baranac Like. Much to the chagrin of its
members, a sexton placed on sale, in the lobby |
of the church, photographs of the new pastor of
the Fifth Avenue Baptist Church, the Rev. Dr. |
C. F. Aked. |
THE WEATHER.—Indications for to-day: |
Partly cloudy. The temperature vesterday: |
Highest, 77 degrees; lowest, 62 i

\

We desire to remind our readers who are
about to legve the city that THE TRIBUNE will
de eent by mail to any address in this country
or abroad, and address changed as often as de-
elred. Rubscriptions may be given to your reg-
wlar dealer before leaving, or, if more conven
fent, hand them in at THE TRIBUNE Office.

Bee opposite page for subseription ratcs.

CROTON SEWAGE DISPOSAL.
While, as we hgve said, it is gratifying and
encouraging to see our neighbor “The New York
Times” so zealously following The Tribune in
the campaign which this journal started and for
some time conducted single handed for the re-
demption of the Croton water supply from dan-
pollution, we regret to be compelled to
the wisdom of some of its contentions, |
especially that plans for filtration and for the |
sewering of the Croton region are not now worth
considering. and that the true course is for the
city authorities to appeal to the courts for
abatement of the nuisances existing on allen
Jands. It may be that such appeal to the courts
would in time be effective. It may be that
there would be no danger of the arrest of Dr.
Darlington’s agents as trespassers. But it must
be borne in mind that the burden of proof
would rest with this city, and it is not clear to
our mind that an inspector from this city could
go Into another municipality, and upon some
private citizen's land, and ascertain to what ex-
tent the contents of his cesspool were seeping
underground into Kisco Brook, without coming
pretty near to what might be considered a tres-
pass. And then if complaint is made and sub-
stantiated to the effect that some cesspool is
thus leaking into the Croton and the owner of
the place promises to remedy it, and a little
later declares that he has done so, how can the
city’s inspector ascertain whether he has or not,
and In the latter case prove that he has not,

without additional trespass?

‘We’ must adhere, therefore, to our bellef that
in such cases the State Health Board is the
. proper authority, and this bellef Is supported by
much current testimony. The State Health Com-
missioner himself reports that when cases of
pollution of potable water are brought to his
attention he issues “peremptory orders” for im-
mediate correction of the evil. Of course, he
would not do so unless he had a right to issue
such orders and unless he had the power to
make them effective. Now, we learn that Dr.
Darlington’s agents have reported to the State
Commissioner all cases of pollution which they
bave been able to detect. We assume, there-
fore, that “peremptory orders” have been issued
in all those czses, and we must regard the inex-
worable enforcement of those orders as the read-
jest =nd speedicst method of abating the nui-

sapce. _
. We must also regard It as well worth while,

| an agricultural mission which has bheen

| Congress

i put in the bill without due consideration and

kept in by oversight. Certainly this great city,
containing half the people of the state, has such
interest in the general trahsportation problem
as it relates to the trunk lines whose terminals
are here as to entitie it to some representation
on what is to all intents and purposes the pub-
lic service commission of general jurisdiction
having control of its commercial welfare.

While it seemed likely that the Senate would
accept the Assembly bill without change, we
did not think it wise to advise any delay for
what is, after all, a minor amendment; but now
that some changes are being made and the bill
must go back to the Assembly anyway, we
suggest the desirability of avoiding any future
complaint that the metropolis has no voice in
the regulation of its own railroad outlets,

AN AGRICULTURAL MISSION.

An interesting account is given elsewhere in
this issue of The Tribune of what we may call
or-
ganized by Representative Hobson in the 6th
District of Alabama. The nine
counties of that district are almost exclusively
agricultural, and are much varied in soil and
other characteristics, but are all alike in need of
improvement, of popular instruction and of
introduction of modern methods and scientifie
ideas. Mr. Hobson's scheme was to secure from
the various bureaus of the Agricultural De-
partment a number of experts, who should go
thither as agricultural missionarles, to make
practical addresses to the people, to instruct
them and to stimulate them toward a gen-
eral industrial uplifting. The Department of
Agriculture quickly recognized the value of the
scheme and responded by asslgning a number of
its best men to the work, to talk to the people
on solls, on trees, on cotton, on® roads and on
all the major toples of agricultural Interest.

That the people hear them not only gladly,
but with intense eagerness and interest, is grati-
fying, but not surprising. The people of that
region realize their deficiencles and needs per-
haps more adequately than those of some more
pretentious regions. So they flock to hear the
men from Washington with the enthusiasm of
boys attending a circus, but also with studious
attention which promises much for the results
of the mission. It may be and probably is true
that not a word is sald which mightgnot be read
in some department reports or other publica-
tions. But it is equally true that ten—perhaps

a hundred—persons will listen to the speaker |
,and get good from what he says where one |

would or could get the same good from reading
“pub. does.” The novelty of having a man from
the government at Washington come down
there to talk to them at the crossroads school-

| house excites popular interest, and the speaker

is able to put himself in touch with his audience
in a way that would be quite impossible in a
printed report. :

The good which i thus being done 1s simply
inestimable. The addresses of those agricult-
ural missionaries will be talked over and dis-
cussed a thousand times, at home, at the village
store, on the road and wherever any of their
hearers meet, and will thus prove to be seed
bearing fruit a hundredfold more valuable than
do. the packages of actual seeds distributed by
Congressmen. It is doubtless & question to
what extent the example of that one distriet
could be followed. The Agricultural Depart-
ment cannot send a corps of popular lecturers
into every county in the Union. Nor indeed
would it be desirable to do so. There are many
districts which do not need such ministration.
But there are also many besides the 6th Ala-
bama which do sorely need it, and it is to be
believed that the supplying of it wonld be one
of the most profitable activitles in which the
Department of Agriculture could engage,

CANAL TOLLS AT SUEZ.

The irony of comwerce is typified at Suez.
Years ago practical merchauts and economists
were sure the great canal could never be made
to pay profits if even operating expenses. Yet
it has been necessary more than once materially
to reduce the rate of tolls and thus to reduce the
receipts of the canal in order to keep the yearly
net profits within the maximum of 25 per cent
permitted by the charter. The latest such re-
duction was made, we believe, in 1905, the net
profits of the preceding year having amounted
to 26.2 per cent, and the latest reduction before
that had been in 1903. That another reduction
of perhaps a franc a ton will have to he made a
few years hence in order to keep within the
limit is confidently expected. Of course, low as
it is in comparison with the original rates, the
present tariff of 7 francs 75 centimes a ton is a
considerable charge upon commerce, and only a
few weeks ago the Australian government ex-
pressed a wish that it might be reduced, a desire
which met with little encouragement from the
home government.

But now the interesting statement Is made by
the Chancellor of the Exchequer that he will bhe
glad to co-operate with any practical proposals
“for removing or reducing” the tolls. He does
not say, of course, that he expects to remove or
to reduce them, or that he knows of any prac-
tical proposals to that end. But Mr. Asquith,
particularly hard-headed man of practical affairs
that he is, would not have made snch a state-
ment unless he regarded reduction and even en-
tire removal of the tolis as within the Hmits of
possibility. There is, of course, this paramount
consideration to be dealt with—that the canal is
the property of a company of shareholders, in
which French interests predominate, Nothing
can well be done without the assent of the
shareholders, and while they must, of course,
keep their dividends within the prescribed limit,
they caniot be expected voluntarily to renounce
all further profits and to throw the canal open
freely to the traffic of the world, and in addition
to maintain it in good condition at their own
expense. That sort of thing might be done on

tbeunhotﬂtrurla.orev;nthouum}

.

it would certainly seem to be |
| the part of wisdom to begin planning for it now

ernment were to do that it frould have to be the
British. That is because, while Great Britain Is
only a minority shareholder in the canal—that
she is even that thanks are due to Benjamin
Disraell and Frederick Greenwood—British com-
merce is by far the greatest in the traffic of the
canal. Nearly two-thirds of all the commerce
which passes through the canal is British.
Wherefore if French capital built the canal
British commerce has made it profitable and has
paid the dividends. So it Is suggested that the
British government might find it worth while for
the promotion of commerce to free British ships
from tolls by paying them itself. That would
undoubtedly be a great boon to British shipping.
But that it will be granted may well be doubted.
A government which in time of peace is com-
pelled to maintain the income tax at war time
rates, and which is planning a scheme of old
age pensions, Is scarcely prepared to assume 8o
enormous an expense for the sake of an indus-
try which is in as flourishing a state as British
commerce. The $12,000,000 a year or more which
would be needed for that purpose would materi-
ally affect the British budget. And, of.course,
Germany and other competing natlons would
immediately follow the example, and thus de-
prive British shipping of the special advantage.

It may be doubted, then, whether it will be
practicable to “remove” the canal tolls alto-
gether until the concession for the canal explires,
sixty-one years hence. Further reduction, how-
ever, is probable. Indeed, it may be regarded as
certain with the increase of commerce. In 1870
the tonnage was only 436,609, and the rate was
$260 a ton. In 1905 it was 13,134,105, and the
rate was $155 a ton. And trade with the East
is “advancing by leaps and bounds.” The ex-
ample Is not to be disregarded by ourselves in
the promotion of our Panama Canal. How the
latter will compare with Suez as a highway of
trade and travel is problematic. Some have
thought it will much surpass Suez in volume of
commerce, while others, with equal assurance,
take the opposite view. But at least the disap-
pointment of prophecies of faliure at Suez may
hearten us to look for a llke disappointment of
like prophecies at Panama, and the record of
marvellous success at Suez may glve ground for
confident expectation of success at Panama, with
ever Increasing traffic and decreasing tolls,

THE COUNTY RECORDS.

Mayor McClellan has vetoed the bill passed
by the Legislature providing for the storage of
the records of the County Clerk’s office in the
Hall of Records, on the ground that it is
manddatory and sapertluous.

Generally speaking, It s doubtless a good rule
to discourage legislative iuterference with |
municipal affairs, particularly in cases wht-re;
elty officials are slmply ordered to do some-
thing already within their authority and power.
In this case the Mayor expresses a bellef that |
the necessary step will be taken, now that pub- |
lic attentlon has been sharply called to the |
neglect. If he is right, the main purpose will |
have been served, but if the discussion results !
in nothing but further inaction, the Mayor may
have good reason to regret his veto.

|

FPREEDCGM OF DIALOGUE.

The impotence of the laws Is again being |
flaunted in our faces, this time by the man- |
agers of the Washington navy yard. It seems |
that a youth of mechanical turn, living In the |
nelghborhood of the navy yard, has set up a |
wireless telegraph apparatus on .the paternal
premises and whiles away the tedious hours of
boyhood by butting In upon the officlal wire-
less conversation carried on between navy yard
officials and battleships on the high seas. The

witty schoolboy pretends to be far away on
some mid-Atlantic vessel or at a remote naval
| station, and he greatly perturbs the elear

stream of official conversation by his Irrelevant
remarks interjected at moments of wireless si- |
lence, So great has been the annoyance thus
caused that the navy yard folks appealed for

| relief to the Washington police, but In vain; the |
latter have refused to come to the rescue, first
becauze the conversation spoiler s the son of
a policeman, and secondly because there are no
laws forbidding citlzens to break In upon a !

conversation,

This second excuse brings us face to face
with a serious flaw In the legal code. The free-
dom of speech which has long been a bhoast of
orators and Billingsgate ladles has become an
empty phrase, because the laws guaranteelng it
apply only to single indlviduals. So long ag a
person Is content to set the atmosphere in
vibration with hls remarks, the strong hand of
the state keeps the path clear for his output.
But, with strange blindness to the deepest
needs of mankind, the government refuses this
same protection to two or more conversa-
tionalists. Should the young miscreant who
has rigged up a pole on his father’s roof try
to prevent a government officlal from talking
wirelessly the miunions of the law would de-
scend upon him with sudden violence; but as
he merely throws in a remark here and there
between the parts of a dialogue, the Declara-
tion of Independence and the Constitution are
bafiled.

Is it not a curious oversight that freedom of
dialogue has never been granted to a long
suffering world whose whole history has bLeen
grievously checkered by the intrusion of unin-
vited remarks from uninvited talkers? For
generations the young sons of the family have
been allowed to dislocate important w»ﬁvprsn-
tions between their seniors by queries and
jokes, while old bores have not been prevented
from pitching bricks Into the stream of con-
versation and roiling it sadly. But of what
value is freedom of speceh without freedom of
dialogue? Why should we prize the privilege of
monologue so highly when we cannot use the
monologue to convinece somebody of some-
thing? Why do we make interruption of con-
versation a misdemeanor only in parliamentary
law, leaving the great mass of unparliamentary
conversationalists to the merecy of every il;-
truder? There can be no doubt that human
progress has been retarded by this imperfec-
tion in our laws. The navy yard officials might
rid themselves of their young nuisance by an
appeal to the gods of the shingle. But nothing
short of legislative enactment can supplant
with universal high protection the free trade of
words,

BELGIUM AND THE COI\.'GO.

Sir Hdward Grey is doubtless quite right In
saying that the British government will wait
to see what Belgium decides to do about the
annexatlon of the Congo before it determines
what attitude to assume toward the matter.
That Is the reasonable course for all countries
interested to take. Having tacitly acquiesced
in a dlametric reversal of the principle upon
which the Congo State was founded, it is only
fitting for the powers to ascertain just what the
effects of the new system will be before they
approve or disapprove it. So Belgium will be
permitted to act in the matter without extra-
ueous pressure, provided she does act and acts
with reasonable promptness. The controversy
cver the Congo has become too great a scandal
to be tolerated forever. It must be ended, and
there must be n radical change in the system of
government of that state, which even its warm-
est defenders admit to be serlously at fault.

The Congo annexation measure which is now
beiug considered by the Belgian parliament and
which is pre-eminently the question of the day in

| means follows that they

{ drain on the banks will be minimized

| further effort i3 made by Paris to strengthen the

that counisy turns chiey upon thg poiut of the

would create an anomalous situation, not de-
void of embarrassment and even of menace to
Belgium !tself. For in Belgium the King is a
constitutional monarch, with powers very much
restricted. It would be extraordinary for him
at the same time to be in one of Belgium's
colonial possessions an absolute despot, and
there are those who fear, not without logical
ground, that the result of such an arrangement
would be some infringement upon the constitu-
tional liberties of Belgium.

Nor would such a system promise any amel-
foration of present conditions in the Congo.
The King would be as absolute as ever. It Is
proposed that after annexation there shall be a
colonial council, whose members shall be ap-
pointed personally by the King and removable
only by him. The Colonial Minister would not
be required to reply to parliamentary interpel-
lations, and the Congo budget would not be

subject to the control or even the scrutiny ot,

the Belgian parliament. That under such an
arrangement the conduct of Congo affairs would
be less unsatisfactory to the world than It is
now ls scarcely to be expected. Indeed, it does
not seem probable that the Belgians themselves
w''l assent to annexation on such terms. It
could not be pleasing to them to assume all
political and financial responsibility for a great
territory and still give thelr King absolute per-
sonal rule over it They will probably insist
that if the Congo is made a Belgian colony its
ruler shall be subject to at least some of the |
restrictions of the Belgian constitution. In that
case, with the rule of tha state vested in the
Belgian parllament, there would probably be a
speedy ending of the administrative abuses
which have prevalled.

MONLEY AND BUSINESS.

Little Interest 1s exhibited in the security
market, speculative traders awaiting an impetus
that is slow to appear, while the investing pub-
lic finds more profitable occupation for its funds
elsewhere. In view of the Indifferent demand
and the rise in wheat, the average loss of less
than §1 a share for the sixty most active rail-
way securities last week is evidence that stocks
are In strong hands, and there i{s no alatm re-
garding the future. Had there existed an ex-
tensive long account of a strictly speculative
nature the stories of ruin on the farms could
hardly have failed to precipitate violent liquida-
tion. This has beeh the unfailing experience of
the past, even when unaccompanied by the
financial and leglislative factors now exlsting.
Another adverse incident of the week was the
premature announcement regarding the findings
of the Interstate Commerce Commission In the

investigation of the Harriman system. It sub-
sequently developed that the report was merely
the recommendations of counsel, and it by no

have dominated the exchanges, and the same
weather conditions and crop prospects con-
trolled general business. A few bright days
started retail sales of lightweight wearing ap-
parel, but it will take several weeks of high
temperature throughout the country to reduce

can hope for supplementary orders or payment
for Initlal purchases. Thus far spring mer-
cantile collections have been most irregular.

a year. This Is the highest sum pald to alder-
men anywhere in the world. But those who be-
lieve in reform by means of increasing salaries

! currently

will be adopted; but |
the market bore the shock with only fractional i
responses Iin most instances, although It was
belteved on the Stock Exchange that the final
report had made {in that form. While
prices of many stocks now offer most attractive
bargains, it 19 also true that a further reaction
may occur before a deflnite upward movement
begins, especlally as the supply of securities will
increase whenever monetary conditions encour- |
age borrowing by the railways. This ratio of |
supply to demand must determine the ultimate !
level of quotations, regardless of the surface rip-
ples produced by manipulation. N\

been

Two filnanclal factors are attracting attention,
but neither will be felt immediately, and there |
is opportunity for much discussion as to whether !
any stringency will result. The attitude of the
new Secre ary of the Treasury regarding with-
drawal of deposits with the banks, especially in
connection with the redemption of bonds matur- .
ing in July, recelves most attention because it |

would probably eliminate the small surplus now |
held by the loeal assoclated banks. As Secre- |
tary Cortelvou has shown a disposition to help |
the banks In every way authorized by law, and |
as the remaining weeks of the fiscal year prom-
ise materially to augment present Treasury cash i
holdings, there seems ample assurance that the
Further- |
more, it is obvious that when the bonds are paid |
off the money will not be hoarded by the present |
holders, but will be deposited in the banks. In- |
ternational complications are less clear, the re- |
cent rise in foreign exchange and rates abroad ;

| making it conceivable that gold may be axported |

fn the usual triangular method in case any

reserve. This menace was diminished last week
by the gold secured in London by the Bank of
France and the release of gold earmarked for
India that will now go into the Bank of Eng-
land. The rise in sterling was due to a demand
tor remittance against securities sold here by
Europe and the seasonable tourists' transfers,
but as an offset there {s the customary issue of
finance bills to provide funds for movement of
the crops. These loans are generally made
about this season to mature in the fall, when ex-
ports of darm staplés supply exchange for set-
tlement. How much bearing the adverse spring
weather will have on future shipments of grain
and cotton cannot now be determined, but a de-
crease In quantity will probably be offset by
higher prices.

Whether the wheat crop has been reduced 23
per cent or not is a matter of uncertainty, but
the price of the July option at Chicago has
risen that amount since the month of May he-
gan, and pool operations may carry the move-
ment much further, especially if the public gives
Its support. A long season of stagnant or de-
clining securities prepared outsiders, especially
capltalists of moderate size and speculative |
proclivities, for just the grain situation that |
has appeared, and it {s probable that manipu- |
lators who could not unload raillway stocks on |
the public at any price have distributed much
wheat at over a dollar a bushel,
from the winter wheat states
damage has occurred, but the no |
means widespread, and a few weeks of warm
weather would save much of the crop that is |
backward. Spring wheat seeding Is late in the |
Northwest, but work Is making rapid progress, [
and in all sections the acreage will be Increased |
as far as possible now that prices are so at-
tractive. Had this advance been delayed a
month it would have had little influence on the
size of the crop, but there is still time to plant
spring Y\'hent. and it will be done much more
than was originally Intended. While this coun-
try can make up the Idfteness of spring, the
situation is much more serious in Manitoba and
some other foreign countries, where early frosts
preciude the possibility of securing a good crop |
unless 1t is well under way by now. This sup-
porting factor from abroad promises to sustain
prices above normal, and should neutralize the
effect of any domestic shortage in the total
value of the crop, while incidentally providing
a most satisfactory market for the stocks of old
wheat on the farms, which are still heavy if the
official report on March 1 was even Approx-
imately correct. At that time producers stiil
held over 200,000,000 bushels, and since that
date receipts at primary markets have been
only 45,000,000 bushels.

Cotton trading has also attained abnormal di-
mensions, speculative operations attracting
much outside interest, and prices are now well
above the position a year ago, despite much
heavier stocks. The amount that came into
sight -last week was about 20 per cent less than
the movement in the corresponding week of
1906, but since September 1 receipts have been
2,500,000 bales larger than in the previous year,
While the statistical position of the
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Latest returns |

{
indicate that |
ruiln Is by !

————————a

| connectton with rabbits.

| that?" the Englishman asked an Interviewer.

old crop ia  gre

should take notice that Chicago improved Its
aldermen first and then raised thelr pay.
e

The prospect that the biil for the creatlon of
a rural parkway along the Bronx River will
speedily be enacted is highly gratifying. The
proposed work is one which The Tribune has
long and earnestly advocated, and we. believe its
execution will prove profitable to this city and
to the nelghboring communities at the north,
while also demonstrating to the world that this
publio knows & good thing when it sees it and
has sense enough to preserve it from destruc-
tion. It would be still more gratifying if, con-
with the creation of this parkway, the
Bronx sewer scheme could be so modifled as to
give the Westchester County communities the
relief which they sorely need without imposing
a hardship upon others and without setting the
mischievous precedent of diverting drainage
from one natural dreinage basin to another.
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A New York State Progressive Democratlo
League is about to be organized. It is unfortu-
nately not stated in which directlon—toward
safety and sanity or toward unsafety and !n-
sanity—progress is to be attempted.

PERSONAL.

The Press Humorists' Association !s talking of
erecting an expensive monument to Bill Nye. It
{s suggested that each member contribute one
day’s income for that purpose.

Several changes in the faculty of Bryn Mawr
College have been announced. Professor Charles
McLean Andrews, head of the department of his-
tory since 1888, has resigned to accept a professor-
ship at Johns Hopkins Untversity. He will be suc-
ceeded by Robert Matteson Johnston, who has
been since 1904 lecturer In modern history at Har-

vard University. In the department of political
sctence Professor Henry Raymond Mussey, who
went to Bryn Mawr two years ago from New York
University, has resigned to accept a professorship
in the Unlversity of Pennsylvania. His place will
be taken by Charles Clarence \\’mlamsgn.. research
assistant of the Carnegie Institute, 1965-'07.

A writer In “Smith's Weekly™ tells some stories
of Lord Avebury, who recently celebrated his sev-
enty-third birthday. Lord Avebury has a par-
tiality for Insects. He once succeeded in tralning
a wasp, which he had caught in the Pyrenees, as

& household pet—an experiment which is reported
to have been a great success.

The letter of the Rev. Dr. Danlel Steele to the

New England Methodist Conference this year did !

begin with *“Fathers and Brethren,” but
with “Hrethren and Sons.” He explained the
fnnovation. “No one of you is old enough to be
my father,” he wrote, “and I have addressed you

not

as sons because the mafjority of you are )'oun‘)

encugh to be my sons. Even the president of our
conference, the venerable senior bishop of 'tho

0 ) b 3 recognize as a for-
?xlx::'h‘]:::t‘l!l kl;xpl:ﬁ:p:rlo:hhx:;;hﬂlass ol‘ the Wesleyan
University whom I was accustomed, a8 his tutor
in the mathematics, to send to the blackboard
fifty-seven yeurs ago.”

Professor L. O. Howard, chief entomologist of the
Department of Agriculture at Washington, is at
present in the Crimea visiting the Russian ento-
mologist, M. Mckhrzhelsky. He is making a study
of the parasites that prey on the wild slikworm,

! which have become & menace to American hortl-

culture, and he has applled to the American Em-
bassy for permission tu export vartous breeds of
parasites from Russfa.

THE TALK OF THE DAJY.

A new Industry has been started in Australia in
Nearly half a gallon of
oil possesstag valuable lubricating qualitles has
been obtained by a rabbit hunter at Gllgandra, New
South Wales, from seventy-three pounds of skins,
without lessening the commercial value of the
pelts,

Parson {who has been visiting the school to son
of local groom)—1'm sorry to hear you spal\ \uuh)‘_‘
Johnnie. Now, tell me. S-a-d-d-l-e. What is that?
(No answer.) You should know that! What Is it
yvour father puts on a horse every day?

" Johnnie—A bob each way, sir.—Punch.

In the rear of the Philadelphia Library is a beau-
tifully planted plot of ground, which is overlooked
by a porch at the rear of the building, to which ac-
cess 1s through the French windows of the library
bullding. In the wall by the side of this porch is
the inscribed cornerstone, which bears tribute to
the young artisans who founded the library, at the
suggestion of Benjamin Franklin. Near by is the
broken stone that once formed tbe inscribed part of
the pedestal of Franklin's statue. Few visltors to
the library uppeu'r to be aware of the existence of
this spot or of its interesting features.

5 dle—Now, Mary, I want you to be care-
nﬂ?”ﬁwﬂi":‘:: some very old table linen—been ln__tho
tamily for more than two hundred years, and' —i

Mary—Ah! sure, mg'am, you needn’'t worry. X
won't tell a soul, and it looks as good as new, any-
way.—Illustrated Bits,

In an article on the Apaches—the highwaymen of
Paris—an English correspondent tells of an attack
on an Englisnman in the streets of the French cap-
ttal. Two of the ruffians fell upon the visitor, but
with a stout stick he was able to render a good

account of himself until the arrival of the poliee, |

who happened to be only forty yards away. One

of the policemen was immediately placed hors de |
combat by a savage kick from the Apache, but the |

other stoutly grappled with his man. A night
watchman and a conclerge went to the assistance

| of the police, and both footpads were carrled off
i to the pollce station, not. however, before the Eng-

lishman's hand was sertously wounded in his en-
deavor to wrest a file from his assailants. The file
was a particularly murderous Instrument; It had
been ent away to a fine point. The other man car-
ried a palr of scissors. “You know the object of
It
an Apache has a pair of large sclssors in his
pocket, he cannot be accused of concealing arms,
which carries with it a penalty; moreover, it glves
color to his contention that he is a tailor. He may
back this up,as he often does, by producing a card
showing that he Is a member of a tailors' union.”

y.--l.rslrlun-—\\'hat a horrible whine you have in
x‘n"}k‘lz'ui uﬁ)lrva::si.snmv. You ought to have your
e ramp—Dat’'s wot I wants money fer, boss, I’
':\' l.?::n uv havin' me volice lrrl‘atod.—-cmcnl;:

It is a moot question whether birds suddenly re-
cover from fright or sham death to effect thetr
€scape when captured. A man Iiving In one of the
houses in Park Row, London, is the Possessor of a
fine old Perstan tabby cat, which not infrequently
makes a rald on Hyde Park and returns home with
a fat prize. The other day one of the malds met
puss climbing lelsurely upstalrs with a sparrow in
his mouth. He was making the pecullar mufed
“mowwow" that meant “here's fun.'* The bira's
head dangled ltmply, its eyes were half shut, one
wing was tralling, and feathers were missing from
its tall. The owner of the house and the cat hap-
pened to come downstalrs at the time, and the
malid drew his attention to puss and the bird. The
cat laid the sparrow at thelr feet with pride. The
mald stooped to take the bird in her hand, when It
suddenly shot up and flew straight out of an open
window. It had evidently not been hurt by the
cat, which was so angry that it tried to Jump out
o.f the window, too.

Patience—What was the

Relshazzar’'s feast; do you remp:ggle:r? b S
Patrice—No, 1 don’t think I do,
“Why, they couldn't read the handwriting, don't

oy L
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stocks to a point where wholesalers and jobbers

Under Chicago’s new charter the members of
the City Council will recelve salaries of $3,500

London, May §,

An administrative council is not a sy
for a legislative machine. Mr. Birrell's Irlsy
bill does not create a Parliament with an execy.
tive responsible to it, and consequently ¢ doag
not satisfy the Nationalists, although they
take it as an opportunist makeshift and
for a larger measure on Gladstonian lines. ¢ is,
as Mr. Redmond with cynical frankness
out in the opening debate, a reproduction ot
Mr. Chamberlain’s national elective w&
scheme, which was proposed as a substityte ~4
Mr. Gladstone’s Home Rule policy. It reppes.
sented twenty years ago Unionist concession at
the maximum as formulated at Birmingham by
the statesman who deserted Mr. Gladstoga and
defeated him. Nine years ago the Umionist
government In the plentitude of its pewer \
verted to the plan In legislation for the estabe
lishment of county counclls in Ireland, Tie
Liberal Ministry now revives Mr. r‘hamberhn’.
scheme, and does it with more justice, by proe
posing an elective council, with a fraction of
nominated members, which will conduct by
means of committees the work of eight departe
ments of administration. Mr. Birrell's bill stiy
falls short of Mr. Chamberlain's plans becauss
other branches of administration are excluded,
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-but £650,000 s added to what is now expended

by the eight departments, so that the counef}
will control an annual outlay of £2,700,000 i
addition to local grants amounting to 21,450«
000. As this measure is offered, not as an
alternative for Home Rule, but as a partial ine
stalment which will open the way for the ultie
mate solution, the Natlonalists may not oppese
it, but may accept it and do what they can 0
broaden it by removing the Lord Lieutenant's
veto power and the undemocratic element of
nominated members. There will be so little ene
thusiasm for an administrative council on mye
nicipal rather than national lines that the
passage of the measure through the Commong

can hardly be expected unless there be ag
autumn session.

The Nationalists have one decisive advantage
in their struggle for Home Rule. They know
precisely what they want and persevere in des
manding it with inflexible determination. Sincg
Mr. Gladstone was a convert to Mr. Parnell’y
cause, and advocated a separate legislaturs ag
an act of justice to Ireland, they have been
powerfully reinforced in their stand for thelp
principles. Mr. Balfour might have defeated
them if he had remained In office a year longes
and gone to the country on a redistribution
based on population and depriving Ireland
thirty seats in Parllament. That strenuoug
course would have supported the Tllster argue
ment against Home Rule grounded on populae
tion. When three of the four provinces are dae
scribed by the Nationalists as unanimous fos
Home Rule there 13 no effective answer to the
demand, but when the Ulster Unionist asserts
that one-third of the population is in the North,
and that in the course of twenty years it wil}
be enlarged to one-half, there is a strong prima
facie case against a policy to which Ulster ig
opposed. By reducing Irish representation ag
Westminster and emphasizing the argumen$
from population Mr. Balfour might have rallled
the Unlonists and permanently blocked the
Home Rule cause. He lacked the courage ree
quired for fighting the Natlonalists strenuousiy,
and had already been compromising with them
in the land act and in the negotiations come
ducted by Sir Antony Macdonneil. The Liberaly
themselves were not in a position to make &
firm stand against a policy which Mr. Gladstona!
had advocated. If there has heen a temporary’
compromise to save the faces of Sir Edward
Grey, Mr. Asquith and Mr. Haldane, the mas
Jority of the Cabinet are convinced Gladstonis
ans, and take little interest in the revival of!

Mr. Chamberlain's plan as an Opportunist mease
ure.
Mr. Birrell, however, has supplled the Nael

eﬂ'ec:!\"
as Mr. Gladstone's championship of their cause,
This s his frank confession of the ineﬂ-:ienz,?
of English administrative He has
drawn a sketch of irresponsible bu:eaucncyg
which cannot be regarded as a caricature. Afe
ter a century under the Union, Ireland is in L
state of administrative chaos, with the gloomg!
Castle out pf touch with public opinion and nae|
tional life, and with forty or fifty departmentgl
and boards, either independent in authority
responsible to Parliament, the Lord Lieutenanfy
the Chief Secretary or to local bodies. It is ade
ministration without organi- unity and creatl
power, and it is neither efficieni nor econo

nor representative. A cumbersome and wastas
ful bureaucracy has been established al
decades of compromise, makeshifts and expel
mental legislation, and, as Mr. Birrel!l admits,

is not a system which is likely to train the I
people in habits of self-respect and economy.
offictal list of the departments and bureaus

in operation for the government of a popula
smaller than that of metropolitan London is
convincing proof of administrative failure.
the English have shown seo little capacity
efficiency in providing a system of govern
under real and responsible control, the Nath
alists are justified in demanding a U
measure of Home Rule. ,

Mr. Birrell's argument for thorough reform
an anomalous system is unanswerable. What
doubtful is the utility of the mechanism wh
he supplies. The administrative council w
he suggests may tend to make confusion Wt
confounded. It will he another sourca of
thority where there are already too
centres of power, and while it will be rest
to the supervision of eight departments,
culture, public works, congested districts
education being included among them, it
not be a thoroughly democratic body, since
considerable contingent will be nominated
the Castle, nor will it have absolute control o'
officials, finances or local government, since v
power of the Lord Lieutenant is reserved.
ernment by large committees is a method W
works well in English municipalities and @
councils; but It is at least an open QW
whether Ireland can be satisfactorfly Sove
in that way. Mr. Redmond, in what was
olearest and most logical speech of the
debate, expressed his suspicion that the
machine, when set up, would break dowm
because the men operating it were unfit for
government, but because the financial co!
were unjust and the syvstem itself unwe
That was not an Intimation that the Natl
would oppose the measure, but it was a W :
that the Irish party desplsed so feeble & devics,
as this administrative council and wer®
vinced that their own system of Home Rul\
was Indispensable. Indeed, it seems Itkely 88
the ministry, In attempting to placate Its o ;
Whigs by producing something that cannot %% 3
described as Gladstontan Home Rule or 82%%
thing Hke it, have devised a measure which : 5
not satisfy anybody. Ulster will be deflant e
Irreconcilable; the Nattonalists eritical
lukewarm: and the Radicals and Labor b
contemptuous and indifferent. LN. % f £

c————— v
COL. GORGAS BACK FROM CANAL ZONEs
Arriving here yestarday on the Panama
steamer Colon. from Cristobal, were ::0'00" w.
Gorgas, in charge of the sanitary
the Isthmian Canal; Colonel C. M. Perkins, U. %8
A., former commander of troops in the
and C. C. McCulloch, general imspector.
Gorgaa weat at once to Washington, — —
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tionalists with an argument almost as

methods,
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