 New- otk
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To-day, tly el
To-morrow, prohbg-"ﬂmweor:?tonh winds.

TO PROBE GAS PERMITS.

CITY

AFTER COMPANIES.

Ellison Says He Thinks Consoli-
dated Franchises Invalid.

Mayor MeCiellan yesterday, after a confer-
ence with Corporation Counsel Ellison, request-
el kiim to take the necessary steps to deter-
mine the validity of the franchises of the con-
siituent companies of the Consolidated Gas
Company.

Tha deciston of Referee Masten {s generally
regarded as being adverse to the city. It will be
appealed, and meanwhile the Mayor and the
Corporation Counsel are going to force to a
conclusion, if possible, an action whichk will de-
termine the status of the gas and electric light-
ing con Mr. Ellison is confident that
many of the Consolidated Company’s franchises
heve lapsed. Corporation Counsel Rives began
en action 1o determine the status of the fran-
chises under the Low administration, but the
companies have fought the city to a standstill in
that suit.

With more adequate information brought out
by the Stevens committee and by the investi-
gation before the referee in the federal courts,
Mr. Ellison and the Mavor are confident that
the city is in far bettter position to fight the
companies than formerly. The city owes the
lighting companies all told more than $10,000 -
006, and the bill 18 growing bigger all the time.
The city has set asida the money to payv the
bills, but the Mayor 1= opposed to a full set-
tlement untii it is determined to ga certainty
that the Consolidated Company's franchises are
valid. The action probably will implicate the
companies in all the boroughs. After consulta-
tion with the Mayer, and with his approval, Mr.
Ellison said

anies

The decision just rendered by Mr. Masten in the
gas company case now leaves the city free to test
the question of whether or not the Consolidated
Gas Company has any franchises whatever under

which it is entitled to conduct its business. Pend-
ing the decislon of Mr. Masten. it was deemed
gdvisable not to raise this question. | have now
taken atter up and intend te investigate
these franchises and have declared null

those that do not legally exist at

mation is that almeost all, if not all, of
o5 ier which the Consolldated Gas
ng on its business, if they ever
. expired years ago. The most
0 have arisen during the Tweed

iach of the alleged franchises will now
jected to a careful investigation, and roper

be taken by this office to settle the ex-
i€ of the Consolidated Gas Company in s
to the ity of New York. i

relation
It appears that in the case just decided by Mr.
Masten the question as 1o the validity or invalidity

of these fr
16 dec
on the

anchises was raised. but that he refused
ide it. He valued the franchises at $20,000,000 |
assumption 1t they were valid. I have no |
£,

guarre]l with the ree’'s decigion In this regard,
becar I am convinced that the validity of these
franc s should be tested in an aection 'ha\'lng no
other § . and with that in view it i my inten-
tion to have these alleged franchises immediately
Investigated and such action taken as the facts

warran

The ter has been under investigation in this
office for some time, and so far as we have heen
able to learn. the facts are such as to call for
legal proceedings which will. when decided. set
the question at rest. Mr. Burr has heen requested
to give the matter his immediate attention, ana
1 am making arrangemenis to give him such ad-
ditional help as a litigatlon of this nature will re-
guire.

The franchises of the following companies are
fnvolved by the action to he begun by the Cor-
poration Counsel: Consolidsted Gas Company,
New York Mutual Gas Light Company, Neq

““Amsterdam Gas Company and the Standard
Gas Light Company. Data collected by Mr. Elli-
son shows that the Consolidated owns or con-
trols the three others. The Consolidated was
forthed September 20, 1884, by a consolidation
ggreement with the New York Gas Light Com-
pany. the Manhattan Gas Light 'Company, the
Metropolitan Gas Light Company., the Harlem
Gas Light Company, the Municipal Gas Light
Company the Knickerbocker Gas Light

and

Compa The total capitalization of these com-
panies was S$I17.000000, which was increased
immediately to a normal capitalization of $30,-
440006, This led to a legislative investigation

beginning October 13, 1885, and the committee,

on March 1, 1886, reconunended that the price

of gas should be limited by restricting the divi-
dends of gas ¢ panies to 10 per cent of the
&71uzl inot fictitious) capital invested.

In this report the Consolidated was charged
with vislation of the provisions of the law of
1883 whirk wae drawn by its own counsel,
Henry Diay and Henry H. Anderson, for the

gpecific purpose of permitting the consolidation.

When the committee of 1886 endeavored to push
into of this act,
absented the city
&nd remained absent until
had reported. Much interesting matter was de-
veloped. of all of which proofs are in the hands

the investigation
Henry

the history
himseif from

after the committee

Day

of the Corporation Counsel.

In this investigation it was charged that the
Consolidated Gas Company stated to the State
Board of Tax Commissioners in the special
franchise tax that record had been
kept and no distinction inade as to the source
of title to particular gas malin, thus
showing that it considered its property inter-
egls in the gas main without reference to any
imaginary franchise right.

Commenting on the franchise New
York Gas Light Company, Mr. Ellison sald:

Ccases no

its

any

r

of the

This company was Incorporated under the act of
, Chapter Ki; reincorporated In 1871 under the
&cts of 1848 (“hapter 37, and 1868, (CChapter 4%). Its P
territory was south of Grand street, and its fran-
chise was an exclusive one, granted by the eity In
182: it expired in 1853, and 1 have found no record
of i's renewal. The bureau of lamps and gas re-
orted in 1866 that the franchise bad expired, and
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PRICE THREE CENTS.

SALE RECALLS MYSTERY.

Bank Gets Building of John Pettit,
Who Vanished Nine Years A Zo.

The mysterlous disappearance in 1898 of John
Pettit, president of the defunct John Pettit
Realty Company, was recalled yesterday by the
sale In foreclosure proceedings of the x;\*o Astnrv
building No. 28 Ann street, at the Real F.sm(.c-
Exchange Salesrooms, Nos. 14 ang 16 Vesey
street. by Joseph P. Dayv. The actfon y
brought by the Dime Savings Bank,
iyn, against John Pettit and other persons.
amount due on the property was $117.936.
bank bought the property for $100,000.

Since his disappearance not
whereabouts of Pettis has ever heen found,
though scores of persons have tried to find him.
George Robinson, a lawyer, offered a reward of
$1,000 for him. dead or alive.

The

a clew to

It was thought
that Mr. Pettit had gone to live in England,
and while such reports were rife it w as rumored
that the missing real estate owner and operator
had been a passenger on the {ll fated La Bour-
gogne when she sank at sea.

When he disappeared Mr. Pettt controlled,
through his company, real estate on Manhat-
lan Island valued at $5,000,000. Two of the
buildings contralled by the company were the
Bennett and the Downing. .

Petiit was eccentric. He often hoasted he had
no friends and needed none. He never kepnt any
books, so that his exact financial condition when
he dropped out of the real estate market is said
to be as much a mystery to-day as it was nine
Years ago.

After buyving No. 28 Ann street Pettit re-
nodelled the building and made it part of the
Bennett Bullding. The structure is no longer

an annex of the Bennett Building, as legal
notice was served vesterday at the sale that the
door between the second floor of the Bennett
Building and the old annex was to be closed by
the owner of the Bennett Bullding. A staire
way will now have to be built in the old annex
g0 that its occupants can get to and from 'ho;
second floor by way of the ground floor en-
trance.

Pettit signed yvears ago the bond to secure the
payment of the mortgage on the annex build-
ing. and that is why he was named as a de-
fendant In the action yesterday.

NEW C(CABRERA

PLOT?

Diaz Said to Believe He Has Incited
Yaquis to Rise.

[ By Telegraph 16 The Tribune | .

Galveston, May 23.—Dispatches from the ity
of Mexico say that President Diaz declares con-
vincing proof has been found of a plot of Presi-
dent Cabrera of Guatemala to incite the Yaquis
to rise against Mexico and cripple her in any
war with Guatemala. He Is said to belleve that
the killing of persons at the hacienda of Gov-
ernor Yzabel of Sonora and of five others at
Tonique by Yaquis is traceable to agents of
Cabrera.

President Diaz held a conference with his gen-
erals to-day and is quoted as sayving that the
Yaquis would have to be put out of the way be-
fore Mexico could fight Guatemala.

GATES STILL. WEALTHY.

“Asserts in Chicago That He Fore-

saw Recent Slump.

Ry Telegraph 1o The Tribune |

Chicago, May 23.-—In an interview on his ar-
rival here to-day from New York, John W, Gates
declared that he is as wealthy to-day as he was
in 1901, when he was reputed to be worth $30,-
000,000

Mr. Gates denied in unqualified terms that he
has disposed of a single share of the properties
with which he has heen identified. He still is in
control, he =aid, of the Tennessee Coal and Iron
Company, of the Republic Iron and Steel Com-
pany, and has the usual equities in a number of
other corporations. Mr. Gates pronounces as
malicious untruths reports of his losses.

He asserts that he foresaw the slhup of last
March and prepared himself accordingly

CALHOUN HITS ENEMY IN THE FACE.

Questions Word of United Railways' Head.

San Francisco, May
noon of the public utilities committee of the RBoard
of Supervisors. to consider resolution declaring
forfeited the franchises of the U'nited Railroads,
President Patrick Calhoun of the corporation was
virtually called a liar by E. P. F. Troy, a municipal
ownership advocate. Mr. Calhoun's reply was
blow in the face that nearly knocked Troy down.
Boxton sprang from the
seat and ordered Troy from the room. Troy then
Boxton of taking bribe money from Cal

houn, and Boxton ran toward Troy, declaring he
would throw him out. but others intervened and
held the supervisor, while Troy took a seat outside
of the rail

WANTS REPUDIATED BONDS PAID.

a

a
Supervisor

accused

Bishop Galloway, of Methodist Church,
Springs Sensation in Mississippi Politics.
[ Ry Telagraph to ‘The Tribune. ]
Jackson, Miss., May 23.—An address by Charles
B. Galloway, of the Methodist Church, Somth, be-
fore the Mississippl Press Association, in which the

homas K. lees, vice-president of the Consolidated
Gas Company. testified in 15% that he did not know |
what right the New York Gas Light Company had
10 occupy the street with its pipe

The Manhattan Gas Light Company, incor-
Porated by the act of 1830, h=ld a charter which
®eems 10 have expired in 1868, it is said. The
Metropolitan Gas Light Company, incorporated
under the act of 1855, got its charter in 1859
over the Mayor's veto. This charter expired in
188, “The Harlem Gas Light Company, incor-
porated on February 2, 1855, received a charter
veserving the right to the city 1o buy its plant
at . ©o8t plus 10 per cent, apd also the right to
:'::I:; ::: f.ranch.lne on faflure to comply with
b by(::adtluom. This franchise probably
o g .ba,,:;m Umitation in 1905, The
gk “‘M.ll the time of consolida-

pended ubon“lh« pilf")vli:' ::‘::e:"" g A

IOt by Street ('om-
—y ek Cooper on May 20, 1858, to
xpire on November 6, 188 rye Municipal

sas Light Company, incorporated iy 1874, mad

an offer for a franchise n December 15-}-"‘.“.‘ A
subsequently claimed all of itg all' (-6‘ .'l o
under a general resolution adopted o:n Dr -5y
ber 24, 1876, This having been helq to b:vfm-
by the Court of Appeals, an attempt was n:o:ld
o confirm this permit in 1884, 7Thi e
was also void. i e

If valld, thie franchise expires Ly
during the current year. The Y
Gas Light Company was Incorporated in 187G ¢
Purchase the alleged rights of the l'n‘f)n‘:‘ 5
Lighn Tompany, which was then in 'Jn; l;and g2
8 receiver. The Unfon Gas Light (,‘om[;any fa':I:t:
In 1873, and by jts failure forfeited jts right
which had passed by special act e

Its terms |
Knickerbocker

EES e int t
::nd., where they have never heen ox‘:-n‘-‘uzflr
als §5 (e conclusion reached by the Curpol‘l.

Counsel from a study of

Continued on second poge

i large mass of

Bishop boldly advocated the payment of the Plant-
ers’ Bank and Unfon Bank bonds, which have been
repudlated by the State, has created a sensation of

the firet magnitude in Mississippi politles

The Planters’ Bank and-Union
issued several vears prior to the Civil War and In
round figures aggregated $8,600,000. The Union Bank
bonds totalled $£,000,000 and the Planters’ Bank
bonds $3.500,000. The State claimed the l.un_.l~ wers
fraudulently issued and adopted a constitutional
amendment prohibiting payment. Bishop
wav's address was intended as the opening gun of
a constitutional amendment or a constitutional con-
vention.

FRANCIS JOSEPH FOR THIRD TERM.

Austrian Emperor Wishes the President
Would Accept Re-election.

a9

Vienna, May 2. h
session of the International Chamber of Agri-
culture were presented to
Joseph at court this evening.

His majesty talked at length with Mr. Wahl,

one of the Amerlcan representatives, saying
among other things: “Your government has
done much for the interests of agriculture,

President Roosevelt is a man of very firm char-
acter. It is a pity he is unwilling to hold of-
fice longer. I could wish that he would accept

re-election.’”

B

CROSS CONFERRED ON SPAIN'S HEIR.
Madrid, May 23.—The traditional ceremony of
conferving the Cross of Pelayo on the Prince of
the Asturias, the newly born heir to the throne
of Spain, took place in the palace to-day In the
presence of the members of the royal family and
athering of government officials. The baby was
I.m‘renlt;:l wgllh llfua cross by his father. After this
ceremony a delegation from the principality of
the Asturias delivered a gift for the royal baby
of one thousand golden doubloons, valued at $5,000

e SR Y
AFTER ALL, USHER'S THE SCOTCH.
that made the highball famous.—Advt

was |
of Brook- !
The |

the
{ these was the acknowledgment that he had sent a
| telegram from

| gram,
| conld

PEABODY ADMITS ALL.

SOUGHT GOULD EVIDENCE

Sent Telegram from Baltimore—
Breaks Down to Hanson.

Lieutenant Frank Peabody told Deputy Commis-
sloner Hanson nearly all that he knew last night
about Inspector McLaughlin's using the Police De-
partment to further the intgrests of Howard Gould
by getting evidence against Mrs. Gould. He felt
bad after the tnquisition. for, to use his own words,
It locked as though he was zbout “done for” in the
departinent after his Chief among

admissions.

Baltimore
that the Harriet Lownsdale
Gould, and rhat Showles sem
patch in repl

to * Showles, saying
Mrs

telegranl. dis-

could not be
this
v: “She has used various aliases. Can
Dowson 2™

Peabody, his
mark to Mr. Hanson:
if T should talk? My
I would no sta
think that
He should make a answer to the
Commissioner’s He has nothing
to fear, for he was only doing police work.”

Peabody admitted that when he left headquarters
vesterday he went Nicoll's oflice, as
he knew that he was in trouble and had no money,
and thought that Nicoll would be thd man to help
him out He didn't see the lawyer, as
the latter was out of town

Of his attempt to gather evidence for Howard
Gould under McLaughlin's he told Mr.
Hanson that McLaughlin first asked him to bring
in “Rig" Hawley. He couldn't find him. so the
inspector told him to see 23" Showles and a
man named Eberle to get Hiav@ey's address

After McLaughlin had seen Showles the former,
he id. told lmim to take tiie man down to Nicoll's
office. e did so, and n few minutes later he and
MecLaughlin followed, and all talked over with the
lJawyer the marriage of George Dawson to Harriet

you locate
during this
1 got,
hound me

confession, made re-
“What chance have
superiors would
the
tell

in

have department T

all

nding in

MeLaughlin should he knows.

statement

communication

to De Lancey

however,

orders,

lownsdale.
TO

Peabody said that he wanted to co to Washing-
ton a clew In the Regan murder, the iIn-
spector told him that he had better Ralti-
more and look into this marriage. it being thought

PEABODY SENT BALTIMORE.

on S0

20 to

that Kathrine Clemmons and Harriet Lownsdale
might bhe the same. About the only thing which
Peabody savs he discovered was that, while the

marriage license had been taken out on November
20, 1882, the two were not married until May 3 of
the following o+ was dead, and
there had been no witnesses. So sent a tele-
he admits, to saving that they
he the same, reply the one

vear. The min

he
Showles

and got in

not

! asking him to find Dawson

| sloner Bingham

| stenographer

McLaughlin told

When he came back, he says,
him to report to Nicoll.
Lieutenant Peabody sent a written explanation

to Mr. Hanson regarding his absence from Police
Herdquarters on Wednesday, after he had been
ordered to remain there. He said he hal received
permission frem aptain MeCafferty at 12;30 o'clock
to go out for luncheon. When he returned at 2
o'clock he asked if he was wanted, and on recely-
ing a negative reply left the Lullding and went to
his mother's hon.e. He remainad there, he said,
uatll evening, when he called up headquarters and

learred that the Deputy Ceommissioner had been
asking for him
De Lancey Nicoll spent an hour with Deputy

Pollca Commissioner Hanson in the latter's private
office in Police Headquarters late yesterday after-
noon. Mr. Hanson wanted to know more detalls
rega: . 'g the connection with the Gould case of
Captafn W. W. McLaughlin, Lisutenant W ¥. Pea-
body and other members of the detective bureau
Mr. Nicoll was asked to come hy Police Commis-
He was not subpaenaed, but got
it might be as well not to keep Mr.
for the particulars he

the idea that
Hanson waiting any
was geeking

more

MORE TROUBLE FOR MLAUGHLIN.

eloner was reticent regarding

The Deputy Commis
what Mr. Nicoll had sald, but it is known that &
part of the conversation was taken down by a

It will be made a hasis for further

in and the others

question of Captain Melan

It had been understood that Captain MeLaughlin
had first broached the subject of looking up a story
regarding Mre. Gould's early life to Mr. Ni oll, bat
it appears that the latter went to see MecLaughlin
would appear that the story that

about it first. Jt

Kathrine (lemmons had a husband hefore she
married Howard Gould had been ealled to M1
Nicoll's attention He explained the activity of

{ Capta!ln McLaughlin in the case by saying that It

| tain
| After that
22.—At 2 meeting this after- |

chairman’s |

was in the province of the detectlve burcau to in-

! vestigate a etory which, If true, would mean that

"Frisco Advocate of Municipal Ownership ' ‘i7"

had o ted the law.

As the story originated with “"Rig"
MeLaughlin undertook to find him, and did.
“Rig" Hawley was in Mr. Nicoll's office

on three different occasjons first thme

Hawley, (ap-

he was

taken i1here by Captain Mecl ighlin, and on an-
other occaslon they met there. These vislts were
early In March. Then Edward Showles was in
duced to visit Mr. Nicoll's office. After this Lieu-

tenant Prabody made hia visit to Baltimore to look
It was on this trip

up the marriage records there.

| that he sent the telegram to Showles, of which
both men denied any knowledge at first

When Lieutenant Peabody returned from Balti-
more he reported to Mr. Nicoll, and the latter told
Mr. Hanson vesterday that it was not until he e
| celved this report that he was sure there was
no foundation for the story c¢irculated by “Big™
Hawley N

| for his appearar

Bank bonds were |

Gallo- |

—The delegates to the 1907 |

Emperor Francis |

Dr. Martin E. McGovern, department
who has visited Captain MeLaughling reports that
he is guffering from chronic bronchitis. Following
this it Is more than likely that within two days «
medical commission will be appointed to determine
whether or not the captain is physically able to do

surgeon,

police duty.

A number of subpeenas have heen fesued by Dep-
pty Conunlssioner Hanson and will be served if
certain persons who ar: wanted by him Jdo not

come forward voluntarily to tell what they know
of the case. A man had lostructions to seérve one
of them ddward Sholes last night It calls
+ at Pollce jleadquarters to-day
Mr. Hanson wanted to see Lim yesterda but he
had left his home before the Commissioner's man
got to his house In the morulng

PEABOUDY EXPLAINS ABSENCE
Captain McCafferty explained that Yhe licutenant
on the desk, thinking that Peabody asking
1f there had been any telephone calis for ilm while
he was eating, told him “No.” Mr. Hanson heard
vesterday that Peabody. on leaving headquarters
;m Wednesday, had gone to the office of Delancey
Nicoll. He at once sent an order to Captain Me-
Cafferty to account in detall for the moveients of
Peabody from the time he left headquarters until
he called up in the evening. ‘There is a report
that Peabody did not call up headguarters in the
evening untli he learned from a friend what a
commotion had been raised by his disappearance.
There was no room for doubt as to Prnhmly':
movements yesterday. ie was put on “day duty
and was at headquar 1i day. except when he

was

went ot to get & bite Both he and Captain
McCafferty had brief lks witih Deputy Commis-
sioner !flanson suppiementary Lo thelr written re-

ports, :

It was ®ald last night there was no truth in a
report that Mrs. Gould had broken down under the
stress of her troubles and was confined to her
room at the St. Regis. There was also a denial
of a story that Howard Gould had offered his wife
$1,000,000 to drop her suit.

[ By Telegraph to The Tribune. |
Baltimore, May 23.—Captain Pumphrey, of the

| Jocal detective force, Is exercised over the unusual

|

course adopted by the New York dnnurlmcm.to
gain information about Peabody in this city. Nel-
son J. Merrill, of the New York fogce, came here
on Tuesday with a letter from Commissioner Bing-
ham, asking Captain Pumphrey to afford him fa-
4 looking over marriage llcense records.

ﬂl’#l':iu"lw-a;‘::esl l;w»m complied with, and the police
say that after getung a copy of the Dawson mar-
rlage record Merrill went to the Postal Telegraph
Company’s office and asked to =ee the telegram sent
by Peabody, and when not allowed to do so said
I\:* had been sent by Captain ‘l’umphrey. whn| asked
that he be accommodated. Upon this the te egrar:
was exhibited, Pumphrey says he made no xu.(;“
request, and has sent word to Merrill that he w
wmot be given info n in the future

JEWEL THEFT

WOMEN

x200,000.

VICTIMS, TOO.

Mrs. Thomas C. Platt Said To Be a
Loser—Boeck Played Races.

Further investigation into the life of J. Ed-
ward Boeck, the fugitive diamond broker, shows
a most interesting state of affairs. According to
prominent in jewelry circles, the

Boeck obtained in and
will amount to something like half a
of dollars. New complaints have been
pouring into the office of the Jeweller's Secur-
ity Alllance since his defalcation became known,
and it vesterday that a number of
women were among those who lost their valu-

one  man
that
jewelry

million

loot money

was said

ables,

Boeck, it was learned vesterday, boasted con-
stantly to his friends that he was the agent of
Mrs. Thomas C. Platt and that she had given
him the task of selling Tioga Lodge, which came
to Mrs. Platt when she was separated from her
husband. He also told his friends that Mrs.
Platt had allowed hini to usze a house in Wash-

ington belonging to her. It was said that Mrs.
Platt had advanced him sums of mone v, which
he had never repaid. Another woman who is
hot on the trail of the missing man i a daughter
of a Pittsburg man who met Boeck some time
ago and lent him large sums of monev.

Boeck and his methods were the talk of the

!

Maiden Lane district yvesterday, for not in many |

vears has the trade suffercd as heavy losses as
In this Instance. As a member of a large flrm
sald yesterday, “Boeck was one of the smoothest
talkers that 1 met, and I not

prised at the success he had with his schemes.™

HOW JEWELLERS WERE SWINDLED.

ever am

\
The method Boeck used in obtaining the
goods was He would take
a 55,000 necklace out on approval and pawn it.

learned vesterday.

sur- ‘

| that

When it became fime for an accounting he would |

RO to another dealer and get an article worth
$10.000, pawn this and redeem the first artiele,
and so on. It is the common belief that up to
two weeks ago Boeck had no idea of deframnd-
Ing the dealers, hut had a business deal on
hand which he thought would clear up a large
sum. with which he hoped to be able to redeem
all of the articles that he had taken. In proof
of this it was learned that he pawned one neck-
lace in a Sixth avenue pawnshop for S5.000
He took it up and pawned it again. at the
same shop, several days before he left town.
This time he told the clerk that he didn’t need
$5,000, but only wanted £3.400.  One necklace,
it was learned yesterday,
different times.

It was fully verifieq vesterday that Boeck was

| case, but the police say he found the girl had
| been stabbed five times, one wound having pen-
, €trated the brain, another the spinal column.

! poned until the police have established whether

had been pawned six |
| Shell Road, between Elmhurst and Winfield.

on intimate terms with a number of wealthy |

art collectors. Ex-Senator W. A. Clark relied

a great deal on Boeck's Judgment in the mat- |

' Prisoner Makes Dramatic Plea at

ter of art, and once visited the store of Edwin
Dayton, who lost over 830,000 through Boeck,
to look at some Majolica ware. The ware had

formerly belonged to tha Duke of Parma and ,

was considered very valuable. Boeck sent wonl

that he was going teo bring Senator Clark, and |

the store was kept open at night for them.

family.
cially, never at house,” said
M. R. Guggenheim vesterday. “"He came here
several times with Jewelry that he wanted to
sell me, but I never made any purchase of him,
It was a great surprise to that
he had left New York
Ing fellow and a smooth talker, and I suppose
that he owes his success to that."

It Boeck had for soma time
been paving attention to a Miss Ridpath, of the
Iowa apartment house, West 104th street. who
{s supposed to have thought him to be a bache-
lor. As a matter of fact, however, his wife was
living with him at
an apartment

and he was my

me to learn

was learned that

the time in Putnam Court,
house almost opposite the lowa.
Miss Ridpath's sister is the wife of “Sim™ Die-
mel, and it that Diemel, who is a
well known horseman, showed Boeck something
of the racing game. Miss Ridpath, it is under-
stood, discovered recently that Boeck was mar-
ried, and their intimacy, according to the story,
then ended,

It learned
19400 was a ¢

is reported

was yesterday that Roeck until
ar tracer for the Philadelphia &
Raflroad under W. D. Gotwalls,
transportation Mr. Gotwalls,
the long telephone, sald that
came from Dutch family, and
that in Glenside,
just Philadeiphia
highly
time secretary
in-Philadelphia.

BOECK'S

Reading
manager, over
distance
a Pennsyvlvania
mother

ontside

his now lived

of The family is
respected and Boeck's sister was at one
at

the school of Industrial Arts

CAREER. IN CHINA.

loeck left the employ of the railroad in 19§
to go to China in charge of an exhibit sent out
National of Manufacturers
He drifted about
became intimate, it is said, with a high govern-
official who that at the
time. The official some to tuke
charge of a quantity of valuable porcelain which

by the Association

of America. then China

ment was In country

wanted one

he was anxious to bring here without paving
duty. Boeck was successful, the porcelain was
sold and both Boeck and the official made a

good sum.
A nmumber of the dealers who are heavy losers

by Boeck's defalcation are Keeping the matter
to themselves, trusting that. he will be appre-
hended by the Pinkertons. As far as could be

learned vesterday the heaviest individual losers
are Ludwig Nissen & (o, Edwin Dayvton, Mar-
cellus Pitt & Co., and Smith & Co. Mr. Nissen
vesterday that he had known Roeck for
several years and had trusted him. He
sald that several times when Boeck applied for

said
never

jewelry on approval he had sent one of his most
trusted men along with him

Some time ago, he said, he thought that this
was risky, and told Boeck that he had no desire
to do business with him, ard requested him to
keep away (romn his office.

In Boeck's deserted offices yesterday his sten-
ographer was waiting for the few dollars that
is owed to her, still confident that her employer
would appear and pay her.

According to O. G. Fessenden, president of
the Jeweller's Security Alllance, pawn tickets for
3,000 of the property taken by Boeck have
been returned, and it is understood/that action
will be hmmediately taken by the alliance to re-
cover the jewelry from the pawnbrokers. Mr.
Fessenden said also that the last report that
had been received of the missing man was in
Philadelphia, where he had shaved off his mus-

ache.

; It is the common bellef that most of the
money that Boeck got was lost at the racetrack,
He was on intimate terms with a prominent
bookmaker, who was also a relative of a close
woman friend of Boeck. Boeck spent a great
deal of his spare time at the racetrack, and was
heard to remark several times that luck on the
“ponles” didn’t run his way.

[ By Telegraph to The Tribune. |
Tamaqua, Penn.,, May 23.—1It was no surprise
to the people of this town to hear that J. Ed-
ward Boeck had stolen many jewels in New

Continued on second page

| streetcar conductor

It was sald aiso that Boeck was on intimate |
terms with several members of the Guggenheim :
“lI know nothing about the man so- |

He was a fine appear- |

| sympathy, and if vou think I am guilty, I want

| cap was in my home and I wore it when arrest-

its |

Boeck |

| wealth.
Penn., |

| Dropping the paper. he stretched out his hands

| £ am innocent.

| the

| fifty-nine years old, of Gouverneur, died in a

ARREST IN. GIRL MURDER.| SURPRISE FROM HUGHES

Police Say They Have Slayer of
Amelia Staffeldt.

The first arrest in the murder of fifteen-year-
old Amelia Charlotta Staffeldt, who was found
dead in a pasture near her home, in Elmhurst,
I.ong Island. on Wednesday, was made last
night. Henry Becker, twenty-one vyears old,
who said he lived at No. 44 East 30th street,
was taken in custody on suspicion by Captain |
McCafferty, of the Elmhurst station, and Lieu-
tenants Galvin and Graham.

According to the police, Becker admitted being '
in the neighborhood at the time of the murder |
and washing his hands at the pump of Mrs. :
Simmons, who lives in the neighborhood. He |
was arrested at the Shell Road and Broadway,
within a stone's throw of the home of the mur-
dered girl. -

Captain McCafferty sald he believed Becker
was the murderer and that he knew he had a
bad reputation in the neighborhood in which he
Hved. Aeccording to the Captain Becker has
becn arrested in Manhattan on a charge of at-
tempted assault. It was said late last night
that Becker acted as if he were half-witted.

The police say they have caught him in at
least one lie. He said he had been chopping
wood for some one in the town at the time the
rourder was committed. He chopped wood in
the morning, say the police, but not in the after-
noon. They hbelieve, too, there was some one
with him at the time of the murder, and late
last night detectives were seflt out to scour the
meighborhood and certain sections of Manhattan
in hopes of finding him. Flashlight pictures of
Becker were taken and the proofs rushed to
Police Headquarters.

Joseph Engle, of No. 5 Prospect street, Win-
fleld, who found the girl's body, said yesterday
he saw a man crossing the lot in which
she lay. The man was so far, away that Engle
unable to give any description of him.
Mre. Simenson can give little or no desecription
of the two men she saw in her yard, so the police
nad no hope that she could identify Becker.

An autopsy was performed on the bodv of
Miss Staffeldt last night by Dr. Walter G. Frey,
of Long Island City, coroner's physician. Dr.
Frey has not vet made an official report on the

|
|
!
!
|

was

The wounds were inflicted with a table knife she
had taken with her to the pasture to cut dande-
Hons.

No date has yet been set for the inquest. It
would answer no purpose, the coroner said, to
hold it at present, and it. will probably be post-

or not Becker is the murderer.
The murdered girl was a daughter of Willlam
Staffeldt, a well-to-do farmer who lives on the

BEILL NT TO CHAIR.

Close of His Trial.

After being out less than three hours, the jury
brought in a verdict of guilty of murder in the
first degree last evening against John Bell, the
accused of killing Dr.
Charles Wilmot Townsend on January 25, in
bis Staten Island home.

After the usual motion for a new trial had

SENDS SPECIAL MESSAGE.

Urges Recount Bill's Passage—It
May Not Go to Mayor.

{By Telegraph to The Tribune.}

Albany, May 23.—As various Senators to-day
were trying to stave off the presentation of &
notice by Senator Cohalan that at some future
time he would move to pass the recount bill out
of its regular order, a message from Governor
Hughes reiterating his reyommendatlon that
this measure be made law reached the Senate
chamber. In that message the Governor de-
clared that the recount bill was a “city” meas-
ure and urged that the Legislature postpone
adjournment until the bLill became law. His
message served notice that the Geoverner could
not stand for the passage of the recount bill
immediately before adjournment, thus giving to
Mayor McClellan an opportunity to kill it with-
out having the Legislature to re-emact it. More
than that, it was taken on all sides as a definite
declaration to the Senate that the Governor in=-
tended to get those things he had recommended
in his message.

The Governor's message follows:

In my first message to the Legislature I rege
ommended that provision be made for a recount
of the votes cast for Mayor at the
election in New York City in 1905. The reasons
for tkis recommendation were fully stated. The
doubt that exists as to the result of that elec-
tion should be dispelled and the demands of jus-
tice with reference to a matter of fundamental
importance should be satisfled.

There is no reason why a grievance should be
fostered Decause the law, suppgsed to be ade-
quate, has been found defective, and provision
for a summary recount is wanting. This lack
the Legislature is competent to supply.

A bill providing for the yrecount has passed tha
A\«mbly. and 1 respectfully urge Its
by the Senate. The measure is neither for nor
AagaiLst any one, but fs simply in the publie in-
terest, in order to provide the means for settling
a matter which all shouid desire to place beyond
controversy. The importance of the question in-
creases rather than diminishes with the lapse of
time,. and it should be promptly disposed of.

It has been suggested that it will be #
under the constitutional provision, to submit the
bill to the Mayor of the city. Without attempt-
ing to deal with this matter at length, I may

say that in my judgment that course should be
taken.

And in view of the urgency of the matter, T
recommend that the Legislature postpone final
adjournment until after the blll becomes a law.

MIGHT D¥ELAY ADJOURNMENT.

The Legislature is beginning to learn that the
Governor is a man of his word with an unusual
stock of determination. Holding the Legisla-
ture for the fifteen days allowed to the Mayor
by law to decide on the bill would throw ad-
journment from the end of next week, the time
practically decided on by Senator Ralnes and
other leaders, to well along in June. To aveld
sending such a bill to the Mayor. and to cor-
rect certain features of the bill drawn by Mr.
Ivins and ex-Judge Cohen. it is altogether likely
that important amendments will be presented .
on Monday night. In effect they will change
the bill from a measure providing specificaily
for a judicial recount of the ballots cast at a
municipal election in first class cities In 1905,
to a general amendment to the election law,
praviding explicitly for a recount of the ballots
[ cast in the New York City election in 1905 and
giving & general procedure for future cases of

been made and denied Justice Abbott passed

gentence at once, condemning Bell to die on the |

first Monday in July. !

Bell took the sentence coolly. “I have been |
handed a lemnon, all right,” he said, “but the |
fact that the jury has canvicted me does not
mean that I'll go to the electric chair.”

Events rushed to a climax yesterday, it
being expected that the case weould go to
jury before to-day. When Bell was put on the
stand the weakness and hopelessness of the de-
fence bacame apparent. He sought to establish
an alibl, but it was pitifully weak. The sum-
ming up of the opposing’ counsel was brief and
direct, and then Bell asked permission to speak,
which the court granted.

“I ask no favors,” Bell told the jurors, “and no

not
tha

vou to render a verdict accordingly. The Dis-
triet Attorney has told you that the cap I wore

when arrested was mine It is not so. That

ed, but it was not mine.

“The District Attorney also has toid you that |
my brother Howard sald I confessed to him |
that I killed Dr. Townsend. When I was on the |
gtand the District Attorney did not ask me any- |
thing about that. I did not tell my brother that |
I killed Dr. Townsend. It is an untruth.

“f am no Harry K. Thaw, and I have not his
If I had I could produce witnesses who
would testify as to where I was on the morning
of the shooting. and whose testimony would be
sufficient to acquit me.”

Bell ceased for a moment and seized a sheet
of foolscap and held It against the side of his
face that the jury could see his profile.

“Look at my nose,” he eried, “look at my face.”

“Look at my hands,” he urged, al-
“Do I look like a murderer? No,
1f I killed Dr. Townsend I want
to be killed myself.”

ME. TILTON NO BETTER.

to the jury
most sohbing.

Not in Immediate Danger, Though
His Condition Is Serious.

Paris, May 23.—The condition of Theodors
Tilton., the well known American editor and
author, who in 1874 brought a civil suit agalnst
Henry Ward Beecher for $100.000 damages,
showed no improvement at a late hour to-night.

Mr. Tilton has been sick for only a few days,
his illness took a turn for the worse yves-
terday. In view of his age—seventy-two years—
condition of Mr. Tilton is serious, but it
was said to-night that he was not thought to
be in immediate danger. Mr. Tilton has pneu-

but

monia.

DIES ON WAY TO POORHOUSE.

Man Who Made a Small Fortune Through
Lunch Counters Expires in Cab.

[ By Telegraph to The Tribune. )
Ogdensburg, N. Y., May 23.—Marvin Waite,

hack while awaiting a train to carry him to the
poorhouse at Canton. He went West when a
young man and remained until a few years ago,
when he returned home broken in health.
During the construction of the Union Pacific
and for several years thereafter. Waite was
widely known as “Diamond Mary,” because he
always wore a large number of dlamonds. He
made a small fortune as manager of a system
of lunch counters along the line of the Unlon
Pacific, but lost it later.
—_—————————
SAYS LONGWORTH IS AN INTERLOPER.

Columbus, Ohlo, May 23.—James Frieze, who is
confined In a sanatorium here, applied to the
court to-day for his release. He declares that he
{s the rightful husband of Allce Roosevelt Long-
worth and that Nicholas Longworth is an inter-

loper and should be shot. He threatens to kill
Mayor Badger and all the city officers when he
gets out.

— - ——————————
CARPET CLEANSING, T. M. STEWART,

the sort.

Senator Raines has under consideration such
amendments. Between now and Monday it 19
probable that he will consult with various Sen-
ators, inciuding Senator Page, who has the
present recount bhill in charge. and they will
work the precise form of the proposed
changes

“I think that when we get through with tha
bill we sha!l he able to adjourn without waiting
to got it back from the Mayor.,” chuckled Sena-
tor Raines to-night, in answer to a query as
was likely to happen to the recount

out

to what
measure.
The recount bill iz near the end of a long gen-
eral orders calendar. Under the spur of the
Governor's message, the Senate worked to-day
as it has worked on no previous day this year,
and went through a long third reading calendar,
preparatory to getting into committes of tha
whole, early next week, when the recount bill
may be taken up. If amendments of the character
reported are presented on Monday night, the
measure can be taken up when the requisits
three days on the files in its new form have
passed. By that time the Senate surely could
get to that order of business and advance it to
third reading and then pass it. It could be re-
passed easily in the Assembly, and then could
be sent ta the Governor and would not inter-
fere with any plans for early adjournment.

NOTHING DONE ON REAPPORTIONMENT.

Some persons here suspect that the Govermoe
would like to have the Legislature here for other
things than the recount bill—for reapportions
Nothing was done on that

ment. for instance.
subject to-day. Nothing will be done until
next week. Members of the Appertionment

Committee still are in the alr as to the plan
they shall adopt. Senator Tully has had sev-
eral talks with Governor Hughes on the sub-
ject, as have other legislators here. All they
have gained from them was a reiteration of the
Governor's belief in the necessity and advisa-
bility of a complete reapportionment, which could
not be subject to challenge from any source.
He has not suggested any plans. He has no
plans, those in his ‘confidence say.

When the sub-committee on plans next weelk
gets its tentative bill prepared. Senator Tully
will have another talk with the Governor about
the plan of redistricting provided for in the bill.
Hughes men believe that the Governor if he
found objections to this plan would not hesitata
to point them out to Senator Tully, but they de-
clare that in no case would the Governor advo-
cate any changes or plans of his own. What
the result on the reapportionment wlill be can
only be estimated from the victory wom by the
Governor on the utilities bill and by the haste
with which the Senate set about work on the re-
count proposition.

Immediately after the reading of the Senate ~
journal this morning Senator Cohalan gava
notice that at some future time he would move
to suspend the rules to pass the Prentice re-
count bill out of its regular order. Senator Me-
Carren at once objected to the reading of tha
notice, declaring it was out of order at that
time. Lieutenant Governor Chanler held t it
was In order to receive this notice.

Ralnes and Armstrong came to the suppert of
McCarren, holding that all precedents of tha
Senate would be overturned if such a notica
were received save in the order of business in
which the bill stood or in the order of motions
and resolutions.

RULING BY LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR.

“This notice is given in connection with a bill
indirectly urged by the Governor of this o
declared the Lleutenant Governor. “If it is
object of this Senate to pass the bill before it is
too late to do any good there surely cuzht to
be some way to get the sense of the Senate on
this matter. Under the existing condit! ‘tha
bill cannot be reached until we get into
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