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THE VILI.A PALMIERI.

T'lis Famous Italian House To Be
Occupied by an American.

A recent cable dispatch said that James W.
Ellsworth, whose New York home is at No. 18
East 53d street, had rented for the summer the
famous Villa Palmiery, which is only a short dis-
tance from Florence, Italy. Mr. Ellsworth, who
IS a4 member of the firm of James W. Ellsworth
& Co., of Cleveland, retired from business about

Se

en years ago after securing a large fortune
through operations in coal mines, and since that
time he has lived He a great
lover of art, and in his home, in 534 street, he
has many fine paintings which he has collected.
Among these are a larze number by Inness,
which constitute one of the most complete col-

in this city. is

lections of the works of this artist in this coun-
try. It is thought that a desire for further art
study and a hope of obtaining other art troas-

ures are the motives which prompted him to
take up his summer quarters in the Villa
Palmieri.

The villa is one of the mest beautiful as well
as one of the most historic in Italy. It stands

above the River Mensola, near Settignano, a
short distance below Villa
author of the “Decameron™
to have been born.

loccaccio, where the
lived and is supposed

In fuct, many of the stories

related in this famous book are supposed to
have been told in Villa Imieri, to which ‘
the little coterie of storyu moved after
having spent some of their time at Villa P g-
Zio Gherardo, their fi pping place aft
they had fled frem ue stricken Moren
The Villa Palmieri back to 13

o

the viila belo
sold it
Matteo P
the latter who had the plac

in 1670 and

ward he
iL to

of

to the Tolon

mieri,

y rebuailt

named it

the two centu
a great favorite with the
siting that part of Jtaly.

During
been
v

last

1}
e

villa has

English pe

sple

In 1776 Lord Cowper

and his beautiful young wife visited the plice,
and they were so taken with its uty that they
made it their home. From th m it became a
place of interest to Britons, i
brilliant social functions 5

halls. From the 1824 it was occupied by an

Miss Mary Farhill,
living in it for thirty years, left it
Duchess Marie Antoinette de

eccentric woman, who, after
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it passed into the hunds of -y in
whose family it has since remai Soveral
1 s the villa was lent by Lady Crawford to
Queen Victoria, and it been the scene {
muny latter day social ¢
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San Pietro Maggiore, but the owner of the Villa !

Palmieri, who was an accompiished scholar and
a friend of Cosimo de Medici. had given offence
to the Church by writing a poem which was de-
ain the s

therefore, w
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ject of

ntained

heretical opinions on
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ind in order to preserve it it was taken to the
old scholar’s villa and walled up. It was found
there at the beginning of the nineteenth century !
and sent to the Nationul Gallery. TY

cuts inflicted on the figures of Palmie

wife by zealots are still visible. Mar

treasures have been f« within Is of

t old villa, and in the gardens there statues

f which it would be hard to compute th

villa, with its present modern improve-

nts, is a delightful resort in the spring and |
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h s overgrown with ivy and cypress. A
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of the surround-
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ustrades beautiful on every eide,
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THE RESULT OF LYING.

“Maarten Maartens,” the Dutch novelist, was
1alking at a magazine office about realistic
fiction.

if realism s truth™ he said, “then I am for
{t. In books, as in life, the truth is always best.
Lies fafl

“IAes fail in books as they fail in life. I know
a woman who intensely desired to have a good
photograph taken of her little son.

“Iut in the studio the child bawled as thoogh
Lo were going to be tortured. It was impossible
15 ¢alm him, impossible to keep him in the chair.
I"or an hour he filled the place with his howls
and yells. For an hour he tore up and down the
room lke an imp.

““But, darllng,’ said his mother, ‘the gentle-
man isn't golng to hurt you. Just smile and

perfume continuously filters through |

ENERAL VIEW OF THE VILLA PALMIERI.
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