
MANY are the pranks which lightning
plays. Some of them are harmless,
even I.'\u25a0 ing the api«.-aran. c of practical

i.ke;; on other occasions they seem the swift
messengers of Death, who takes his toll in the
strangest kind of payments. It is just that
dread uncertainty wliith makes mankind
afraid. In every part of the world, when
heavy black clouds loom up, and the first
Hashes and random shots from the small guns
begin, mothers gather their children anxiously,
keep them away from trees and out of drafts,
out '•! reach --1 fireplaces anil "imetals, and
wait anxiously for the storm to pass.

Away from metals! There i-. a suggestion.
Many old fashioned people in the country
even go so far as to put the scissors carefully
away, and nobody is allowed in the kitchen
near the stove. This seems irrational to many
persons, but ages ago the <irrek philosopher
Seneca remarked on the strange power of
lightningto fuse metal substances. "Silver."
s.nd Seneca, "is melted in a leather purse,
without injury to the purse; the sword is
fused in the scabbard, and the scabbard is
left unhurt; the iron of the javelin flows down
the wooden stock; which does not take fire."
'i he elder I'lmv claimed to have seen gold,
silver, anil copper fused by lightning in a
leather bag. up .:i which the waxen seal had
ii"t Ih-cm softened. That was long ago,

Coming down to our own day, the experi-
ence "f a carpenter in Paterson, New Jersey;
may tie quoted. He ha.l finished work and
was gathering up hi tools during a storm.

irpenter \u25a0
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So powerful is it. that a storm passing near it
willalmost subside, so far as can be discerned,
to resume again when some distance beyond.

Many of the queerest pranks of lightning
are played in out of the way places. At .i

farm in Win ted, Connecticut, a l>olt made a
long furrow in a row of potatoes, thus actually
digging them for the owner. After a long ride
through a storm near Denver, a woman placed
her infant, which she had carried withher. in
bed. Soon afterward she discovered that it
had been killed by lightning, by a boh that
she herself had not felt. A bolt of lightning
was attracted by the steel rod of an umbrella
carried by a man in Adams. Massachusetts,
and besides severely burning him on the right
side, it tore oilhis shoes and tlung them twenty
feet or more away.

This prank of tearing shoes from the feel of
victims i- a favorite one with lightning. In
one case, however, it went farther. A man
struck while walking in an English town was
entirely stripped of clothing, and his boots
were torn to leather ribbons. His watch was
fused too; but the man. except for a severe
shock, was unhurt.

There is something pathetic about the via-
dictiveness which lightning seems to show
toward trees. Great giants of the forests are
uprooted, their bark .--tripped off or splintered
into fragments. One reason, it is said, for the
splintering of trees is thai the sudden heating
Of the sap turns it to steam, and the steam.
exploding, tears the wood.

In Boydton, Virginia, a h irse was tied to a

tree to which a wire clothesline, cxter. i-r.^taahouse, was fastened. The house was struck
by lightning, and the bolt, running ji>v.g the
clothesline to the halter and then to the horse,
killed the p.»>r Wast. At EscanaKi, Michigan,
in a house almost torn pieces .by lightning.
the nails were somehow actually drawn from
the woodwork, and scorched holes ir. the car-
pel where they fell. Doors were pulled from
thetr hinges, and twenty ho!e^. about the sizt
that would l>e made by a thirty-two caliber
revolver, were found in woodwork in dinerect
parts of the house.

Another freak of lightning was shown a:
Centralia. Pennsylvania. Rur-ing alor-.ij a
steel rail at the top of a colliery, the bolt
traveled a mile under ground, and finallyex-
ploded a case of dynamite, killing --cveral men.

In Sea Bright, New Jersey, a ra .r. and hii
littleson went out in the yard <iur:n:,' .1storm,

to see how a flagpole, whkh they had raised
that day. was stand-.:;.; the heavy wind. Light-
ning struck them both, and the boy was kii'ed.
In a Jersey City house a l>ed quilt was Ml
afire, and nothing else was harmed.

So varied is the work of lightning that it is
not safe to point to any portico] \u25a0: incident as
the work of Providence. For ir<tance. in
Greensboro, North Carolina, a for! of the same
boll that destroyed a whisky distillery, like-
wise struck a church and burned it to the
ground. N-> morals can be pointed with this
strange agency. We can only c delude that.
following the example of the wind, lightning
•"^triketh where ithsteth."

FREAKS OF LIGHTNING

—she was practically a prisoner. and that he
is now m his cell again

"
Dr. Gilfoil's face went pallid for an instant,

and he staggered to his feet, with lips tightly
pressed together, lighting back an emotion
which nearly overwhelmed him. After a mo-
ment came a strange softening of his features.
and he stinnl staring out the window ial • the
prison yard with upraised eves.

"That's all of it." said the scientist, after
a moment. "Idon't think. Mr. Warden, that
justice would demand the imprisonment of
this man. Ibelieve it would be tar better to
let the matter remain just between ourselves.
Itwillnot happen again, and

—"
"

Bui it was acrime." interrupted the warden.
"Technically, yes." admitted The Think-

ing Machine; "but we can overlook even a
crime, if it does no harm, and if it is inspire.!
by the motive which prompted this one.
Think of it for a moment in that light."

There was a long silence in the little office.
The Thinking Machine sat with upturned eyes
and fingers pressed tip to tip; Dr. Gilfoil's eyes
roved from the drawn, inscrutable face of the
scientist to the warden; Hatch's brow was
furrowed with wrinkles of perplexity.

"How did you find out about this escape
first?" asked the reporter curiously.
"Iknew PhilipGilfoil had escaped, because

Isaw him." replied The Thinking Machine
tersely. "He came to my place, evidently to
killme. Iwas inmv laboratory. He came upbehind me to strike me down. Iglanced intoa mirror above my work table, saw him. and
tried to avoid the blow. It caught me in the
back of the head, an.l Ifell unconscious.
Martha made some noise outside which must
have frightened Gilfoil, for he tied. The front
door locked behind him

—
it's a spring lockBut 1 had recognized the escaped prisoner

complete solution of the problem, although
you didn't know it."he added magnanimously.
''Everything is there. Lei me see tin- book a
moment."

The squint eves ran rapidly down a page,
and Stopped at a written entry opposite the
pedigree record.

"Sept. { Mi,s I.Oilfoil, sister, permitted
half-hour's conversation with .j;in afternoon.
Brought permission from chairman of Prison
Commission.""

That's the record ofthe escape." continued
The Thinking Machine. "Phihp Gilfoil has
no sister, therefore the person who called was
the Rev. Dr. Phtneas Gflfoil, an only brother,
and he wore woman's clothing. He went to
that cell willingly and for the specific purpose
<>t changing places with his brother, the
motive doesn't appear, -and was to remain in
the cell for a time agreed upon The necessary
changes oi clothing wen- made, instructions
win.ii were to enable the minister to imperson-
ate his brother were given, and they were
elaborate, then Philip Gitfoil, Convict .>;.
w.ilkeil out as a woman. 1 dare say he invited
;i.lose scrutiny; it was perfectly safe because
of his remarkable resemblance t" the man he
had left behind

"
Amazement inthe warden's eyes was giving

way to anger at the trick oi which he had been
the victim. He turned to the guards who had
Stood by silently.

"Take tins man back!" he directed, and
indicated Philip Gilfoil. "Put him where he
belongs!" Then he turned toward the white
faced minister. "1 shall deliver you over to
the police."

Philip Gitfoil was led away; then the war-
den reached for the telephone receiver.

"Now. )iist a moment, please,' requested
The Thinking Machine, and be sat down.

"\..u have v.nir prisoner now, safefv enough,
and here you are about t.< turn over t.. the
police .im.m whose every act of life has been
•i k I one. Remember that fora moment,
please

"But why should he change places with myprisoner?" blazed the warden. "That makes
him liable t.>... The statutes arc specific
on

—"
"The Rev. I>r. Gitfoil has done i>m- ol tin-

most amazing, not to say heroic, things thai I«-v.-r ln-.ir.l of." interrupted the scientist."Now, wail a minute. He, a man .it position,
\u25a0•I reputation, of unquestioned morals, a k iman, deliberately incarcerates himself for the
sake of a criminal brother who, in this man'seyes, must be free t<>r a short tune at any rate
The reason oi this, the necessity, while urgent.
still doesn'l appear. Dr. Gittoil trusted hisbrother, criminal though he was. t.> return t..
his ceß in four weeks and finish his sentence.
The exchange of prisoners then w.is t.. be
made in the same manner. That the criminal
brother did not return, as he agreed, l>ut thai
Dr. Gilfoil was loyal t.i him even then and
lived up t.. the lie. ran only reflect credit uponl>r. Gifioil for a seU sacrifice which is almost
beyond us prosaic people of this day "

"1 did it because
"

Dr. tlilt.nl began
hoarsely, his voice quivering with emotion.
It was the first tune he had spoken.

"It doesn't matter why you did it." inter-
rupted The Thinking Machine. "You did it
for love of a brother, and he betrayed you

-
betrayed you to the jx.int i>t taking possession
nt your house while m.iuillin from .lnnk. to
the point of striking your wife like the coward
he is. and ol making a temporary prisoner ol
Mr Hatch here. wh.> had k""h- til your home
to investigate. It is due t,. Mr Hatch's per-
sonal courage that your wifeis freed from him,
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perfectly,

—
Inever forget faces —and Itrie*

he had the motive to kill me because I•"•\u25a0'l
been instrumental in sending him here. ,

•"
Itold you merely that Uflfoflhad escaped

and sent you here to inquire Afterward i

came myself, because Iknew Philip l"»^vwas not m that cell. 1 found out many adoi-
tiona facts, among them a sudden change »'

the better in the prisoner* behavior. wßk»
confirmed mv knowledge th.*r it was I'M"!
C.ilfoil who had attacked me. 1 sous™ £,,lt
surprise Dr. Gilfoil here into a be^'-V..
identity by a visit to his eel: .it nig"- °%
his loyalty to his brother and his patten »

possession enabled him to plat the role.
recognized me as he i*. .gnued , V^ph'iiiP
Hatch, because we can imagine that

"r
Gilfoil ha.l been careful in his plans ana n*

instructed him to look out for us. , _..„».1" Everything ,->,- came from \u25a0*• **?**
book. Th«s gave Philip I'.ilfoils Pff'f^:
mentioned Phineas Oilfoil, without station
vocation, and gave a clue to his place ot »*\u25a0

dence. You followed up that end. Mr.,Veat-'i-
while Icalled on Dr. He.ndell who had WW"
the prisoner for a bad throat. .^'"SSme thai there was nothing at a! the matte.

with the prisoner-si so a plainP£«£.
in addition brought me a defimte >ndy*£v
of what had happened. In conclusion 1 «£..say that Dr. r.tlfoilplanned only a t,Ilm*
stay here. Iknow that became vo*to" tn-

he had gone on a four weeks' vacation-
The minister's eves again -^"ledon turning

of the warden. That official had beeniturn*»
the matter over in his mind, evidenti>
length, as he listened. Finallyhe spote-

Dr."
Yon had better go back to..th «*£.

Oilfoil." be said respectfully. v /'
m ...jan't

clothing with tout brother. » 4
*l 'j.—

wear that prison suit in the street safd>-

s.ii.l t. have ever become human being
never learn tii-|>t- ik."

l'rife \u25a0 t Ball, inhi. "Jungle I-:!.- in ti
tell thi tory of wolf Ik>vs "S
two \u25a0<', the King oi < >ii,le' aw ,r i
the i- •

\u25a0 liumti, .aw three animals
down to drink. Two were evidently

I Was as e\ :
\u25a0 tlu-r animal. Tin- sawars rushed in

ujH.ii them and < iptured .ill three, and to
their great .urprise found that I them
wa \u25a0 .i \u25a0 Hi- was • -i; all !\u25a0 >ur \u25a0.

like hi . impanions, had callosities .-a his
mil elixiw . evidently cau ed by his

attitude in moving about, and m resisting his
capture bit and scratched violently. The boy-
was brought up in Lucknow, where he livedunetime, and may, !->r aught 1 know, !><•
livingstill. He was quite unable t • ..rr
wonls, but had a doglike intellect gui

under standing ;ign \u25a0 and
"There was another more wonderful, '.".it

hardly s,> well authenticated, -t ry ol -
wh \u25a0 could never gel rid ol a >trong « ilri h
smell, and who was i-m noi long ..Her his
capture to be \i ited l»> three wolves, which
<.mil- evidently with hostile intentions, but
which, after clo <!\ examining him, he seeming
not t" be in the leasi alarmed, played witfi
him, and some nights afterwards brought
ttu-ir relations, making the number ol visitors
amount t.i five, the number in the !itu-r oi
cubs tr.im which he had been taken

"
The larger p»-> u-s \u0084f monkeys, such as t!u-

gorilla, are as .i rule inimicable t-> man, mis-
taking him, as ume naturalists think, for .i
rival Bui the smaller animals exhibit many
human traits, and .it times a strong affection

but now and then even this he \u25a0\u25a0'. ';Up is s~
unexpected light. A few years .\u25a0• \u25a0 a number
of them were shipped from Australia by waj
of Liverpooj to Philadelphia. They were
transhipped in England to two ships. Among
then were ;ipair called Jack an I11 -ra which
were unfortunately separated. 1 ra continu-
ally called for her mate, and i

-
\u25a0> >me days

after sailing could not t>e induce !I\u25a0 take food
On the voyage two little ones were b >m. The
vessel bearing Flora withher ofl ring was the
first to arrive, an.l they were a: ace sent «**-
to the Park. The other 1..t-i d Inot arrive
until v week Liter. Says an • witness i>-

what followed:
"Flora seemed to scent the >mice<rf ter

mute, and when the cage contain •; him wu>
carried into the museum she calli Ifor him.
He answered. and Flora's j.»y knew no bounds
She leaped ;t!>nut her cage in the wildest ex-
citement, ever and anon stopping to peer our
through the bars to see if she C >uld catch a
glimpse of her mate. The kee:v- finally.t>
prevent the animal from injuring Ierself; was
obliged to bring Jack up stairs and put h:m «
the cage. Never" was a more imprt -ive scer.e
enacted between two animals. They em-
braced, licked each other. and r. :-ed their
nn^ in expression of friendship Then the
father turned to the babes and ten !. r'.ybctw
their faces."

The affection was so genuine that the keeper
made a vow never t.> separate the two.

The accumulation of such evidence a» tht>
has given a new field for the scientists, ana
has set philosophers t«» wondering whether *c

have not somewhat underestimated the puce
in creation of this vast dumb world.

Pt 4e * R •\u25a0. .\u25a0 in
|votes son . \u25a0 -. .

"Iwas once." says < nson. "one
of .i p irt> \u25a0: Icekan in the Babur
IHir tents were pitched in.. large mang
den, and our h uses were pii keted in the ante
garden, a little distance on*. When we were
.a dinner a Syer cume to v
some of the horses were broken loose ii
sequence ol bring frightened by •
the trees. As so m as dinner w.,s ..ver 1 \\ t-nt
\u25a0 •".! with my gun to drive them ..::. \u0084!\u25a0 ifired
with small ihol at one »1 them, which in-
stantly ran down t • the i>west branch
tree, a- it he were ivitii;t \u25a0 i ppe.l
suddenly, and

-
<olly put his p.nv to the part

wounded with blood and In-;.; it ..-.it for me t>>
see. Iwas so much hurl th.it it has left an
impression never t> be effaced, and I have
never since bred a gun .it any oi the ti

Sir \V Hoste in hi- mem «rs teUs .ist
a high order of .mima! confidence in man.

"An officer in iiming !-. use after .i long
day's sh ioting \uv a female monke> rui
along the r..«k--. with lu-r young one .
arms. He immediately fired, and the animal
fell On his coming up, ':..- grasped her !:tt:e
one close to lu-r breast, and with the other
hand pointed to the wound which the b
made Dipping bet tinker in the blood, and
then holding it up, she seemed to rep
bin with the cause \u25a0•! ht-rht-r death. Then as
she lay dying, she shoved the y >ung one away
from lu-r towar.'.s the man. She had said as
piiml\ as .idumb brute * an, 'Y..u have kilte i
me now take ure \u0084• m\ chUd.*"

The kangaroo is not thought to be either a
particularly intelligrnt l»t aftecti w kte at

to the fiire t. tic
let! to itarve or be devoured by the wriKl

The iruel iimmand «..'
Iil<l.'i tili. bound and helpli . w;i \u25a0 left

t iher fate At the end oi two day the
rnoi with .in escort went out to \u0084\u25a0.- what

> n n!t iniriit be He foun '. the
md uninjured, and listened in awe to a

tiK- In- told. An enormous puma, she aid,
had appeared ion after unset and during
t \u25a0 whole i>( that night and the following
I. Iiughl at her feet aj; linst every animal
win.h apprna* hed The t ile seemed i• be
borne out bj the ign ol tiuggle in the .-•
Si > the cry went up, "He wa fi n God!" und
the maid w a gi\ en her free I

The rearing ol Romulus and Remus by .t

v. illha \u25a0 gem rail) leredto in- nothing
but i prett) lory. Vet Selous, having een

i inclined to think it may have
: \u25a0 fact In peal ing oi wolves he -iv-:

"It would ieem thai i. there is evidence
make it diftii ult niit to believe, and I

l.r my pari do believe that every now and
then .ichild who has been iirried ofl by a wolf
i not eaten, but grows up with the young
wolves in the den !•• whii h it i brought, l>eing
suckled there by the dam. The evidence of
which Ispeak comes from various witne .\u25a0\u25a0.
I..tli native and European, and the different
stories o.nlirm one another. Several 'wolf
boys, 1 as they are called, have been brought
up in orphanages in <>u.le Here they have
lieen received, being actually found in wolves'
dens crawling on ;illfours. These boys when
first caught were just like animals in .ill th.-ir
ways and habits, ate only ray* meat and though
they tf.'t ;i little less wolflikc, can hardl) Lie
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