
was followed by the Sheriffs in their "marga-
rin«-<mazarine) crowns."

"Let the gulled Judy wink" appeared in an-
other first proof, and the proofreader wearily
made it the "galled jade wince." "Die. lusty
platter?" has quite a transpontine flavor, but
the "copy" said "Die Lustlge Blatter" (a Germanweekly paper).

"Pignut of the enunciation" does not seemconvincing; "figment of the imagination" is bet-
ter. "Petticoats Ion? on Sunday morning Is adisgrace" is all right when the first two wordsare read "Petticoat lane."

I.'i a police court assault case the prosecutor
was mads to say that the prisoner had givenhim"twins." What the prisoner really did was togive the prosecutor a •'Mir*" (a fright). "Thogovernment were suffering from 'mental aber-
ration'

"
must have been set up by a compositor

of the Opposition politics. The real charge wae
"mutual admiration."

"De mortar ivi!nice^ loreum" would trouble a
Latin scholar. "De mortuls nil nisi bonum" Is
inor~ correct. "Jim the Pieman" Is easily recog-
nizable as the hero of a play,and "Putty Polly,"
the racehorse, would throw up her pretty head
in disdain to =<»<\u25a0> herself so described.

For "a pair or" •scandals' completed tho cos-
tjtme" read "sandals," and for "Here is indeeda 'sundial'

"
substitute "scandal." He lived Inthe •hubbubs' "

should be "suburbs." and "Callher. Herr. in" Is understandable when printed
"Caller herrin'."

A well known descriptive writer was startledto read in a rough first proof that he had de-scribed th«» fields surrounding the Derby course
as "covered with 'boots and shoes.'" He wasplacated when informed that it had been al-tered to ""booths and shows."

Columns could be filled with the amazing andamusing blunders of the compositor, but herespace forbids of more than a final "howler"which is a classic in the printing world. "btemporal O mores!" wrote a leader writer at ten
minutes to one In the morning. "O Moses In-
deed!" exclaimed the proofreader, a quarter ofan nour later, when he "caught and bowled"
the compositor, who had improved the rhraso
Into "O Tennyson! o Moses!" :

BOOKS OF*'tHE WEEK.

W'y 'op ye zr>
- ye little Mils?

And what var dv '*• zsklp?

Is it a'causo ter peach too we
Is cum'd i\u25a0\u25a0• Lord Eiship?

W'y zskip ye to. ye little 'ills?
An' what var dv 'es '":\u25a0•'

is it a'canse to prach too we
Is cum'd me Lord Bishop?

Then let as awl arize an' zing

An" let us awl Stric up.

An' zing a plawrious zong of !raz»
An* bless m« Lord Bishop.

The old-fashioned parish clerk of little educa-
tion used to make strange havoc with the pro-

nunciation of hard words and proper names in

reading his portion of the church service. One

of them, we are told, v.as accustomed to read
"Ananias. Ararlas and Mizzl<«," and another, in
reading. "And IWill wake thy windows of

csaies and thy gates of carbuncles," rendered
5? "thy window of a gate, and thy gates of crab
ant-lea." A third clerk, says Mr. Ditchfleld."

who was not much of a echolard,' used to

allow no difficulty to check his fluency. If the
right word did not fall to his hand he made

shift with another of somewhat similar Bound,

ihe result frequently taxing to the uttermost
ihe self -control of the better educated among
his hearers. He was 111-mated to a shrewish
wife, and one was sensible of a thrill of sym-
pathy when, without a thought of irreverence

and In all simplicity, he rolled out instead of
•Woe Is m<». that Iam constrained to dwell with
Mesech" "Woe is me. that Iam constrained to

dwell with .l/i*«i#."
"

As queer as their read-
ings as the Riving out of notices by clerks of
this type. Itis remembered that an old Shrop-

shire clerk gave out on Easter Day this strange

notice: "Last Friday was Good Friday, but
ivt've forgotten un; *o next Friday will be."
Another extraordinary notice in reference to

Ash Wednesday was given out by a clerk
with Fporiitig tastes: "There will be no service
sb Wednesday

—
'cos why? Master be going

hunting and so be*«»- I:" In this connection the
author quotes cv hbc-rt Bede's version of the.
vtory of the rector who. failing to pet back in
'line for service th» false teeth that had gone
to the denial for repairs, stumbled incoherently
through th* prayers and gave up his day's task
Jn despair. Ho confided his plight to his clerk,
bidding him to tell the congregation merely
'..'.at ihs morning service was ended and that
them would be none in the afternoon. What
KM bis horror to hear the clerk boldly an-
SBillßl lilt from the rleFk: "This is to'give notice!
as there won't be no sarmon, nor no more aar-
vice this mornin", so you'd better all go whum
some); and there won't be no sarrtoe this af-

:ernoon, as the rector ain't got his artful teeth
back from '.he dentist!**

Among the many stories communicated to
ft« author by clergymen is ore of •\u0084, Illiterate
clerk of a Wiltshire church:

.*. London clergyman who had aever preached or
been .\u25a0 a country church before cam« to tuko the"uty. lie van unxioue to find out If the peopl •

listened or understood sermons. His Sunday morn-ing discourse was iised on the text. St. Mark v.1-17, containing th«» account of the 11--.\u25a0.!1 1--.\u25a0.! •• of tha
lessesiaeally possessed persons at Oadara and theinstruction at the herd of swine. On Monday bei*ke«l the rierk Ifhe understood the sermon. The}<rk replied, somewhat doubtfully, "ye "Hut
i there anything you do not quite understand?".«!<1 the clergyman. "Ishall be only too glad to

«-xi;laJn anything Ican *"a« to help you." After aEoo/i o>al of scratfsitng the back of his head andmuch hMltktiiigthe clerk replied. "Who paid forthen r'ljjs?"
Many examples Ihave given of the dry humor ofdm cl*rirs which Is someUmes rather disconcert-ing. A stranger was Using the duty in a churchw><«f«<-r s*rvlc<J made a few remarks about th*r*"n*r.asserting that It promised to be a fine divIO
-

th« haymaking to-morrow. "Ah, sir." replied

/HE PARISH CLERK. By P. TI. bltchfteld. M.
A. K. B. A. With thirty-one illustrations,

•\u25a0\u25a0 d !\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'.. pp. 340. K. V. i>uttofi & Co.

To those who delight In i cords of the quaint
characters ami quaint customs of the past this
pleasant volume may be heartily commended. It
Is written In s Bunny mood of humor and1«>f af-
fectionate appreciation of what was One and
lovable in tbe humanity with which it deals.
The parish clerk \u25a0\u25a0!" England, a functionary more
or less Important in her Church for a thousand
years, is passing Into the limbo of extinct races,
nnd it Is well that .-" sympathetic a chronicler
as- Mr. Dilchfleld should have been moved to
K^tlier for preservation these facts, anecdotes
orid reminiscences. Ho has described the parish
< lerk as .'• "life -...I mainstay of the village
music, the instructor of young clerics, the up-
holder of ancient customs and old established
usage's," and ho lias excused his absurdities and
t'ccentricitles as the fault of the dulness, dead-
jjofs and Irreverence of the ago in which he
lived. "In spite of all that can be said against
him," the critic concludes, "he was often a very
faithful, loyal, pious and worthy "—and the
truth •\u25a0( ibis assertion is shown by many a
charming hit of biography hero enshrined.

The author offers us much Interesting Informa-
tion concerning the clerk of mediaeval days— the
Worshipful /Company of Parish Clerks was
formed in London in the reign of Henry 111. and
It still maintains its ancient hall—and concern-
ing the clerks' mystery plays and moralities.
But even ittore entertaining are the stories of
the ways of '!;• \u25a0 worthies of the elplv.eonth.and
nineteenth cent uric?, Some of these ways were
exasperating as in the case of men too igno-
rant to understand the value of the precious
church registers under their care. There Is a
*-?«.ry of .-: parish clerk who was likewise a. tailor
and who cut up the parchment pages of the reg-

ister for the purpose of providing himself with

measures. Another dork found divers pages use-
ful, when tacked together, as a covering for the
tester of a bedstead; a third bad no bettor use
for such veiled than, to scrap up with, them the
goods in his village grocery; ,a fourth cut out

t!:e parchment leaves and presented them to his

r.ld lady friends for strapping their knitting

pins; a 'fifth found the lea •->* of the registers
very convenient "for singeing a goose" Yet

there have been clerks as careful as these were
Ignorant and indifferent. Apropos of the In-
mtimable value of old church registers for

proving titles to estates and other property

"sometimes incomes of thousands of pounds de-

pend upon a little entry In one of the«« old

book*.'—Mr. Ditchfleld records a personal ex-

perience: "The present writer owes much to the

faithful care of a pood clerk who guarded well
the registers of a defunct City church of Lon-

don My father was endeavoring to prove his

title to an estate in the North Country, and had
to obtain certificates of the births, deaths and
carriages of the family during about a century.

One weddinK could not be proved. Report

stated that it had been a runaway marriage.

nnd that the bride ar.d bridegroom had fled to

London to be married in a City church. My

father casually heard of the name of some

rhurrh where it was thought that the wedding

mteht have taken place. He wrote to the au-

thorities of that church. Ithad. however ceased,o OXi.- The church hid disappeared, but the

old clerk was alive, and knew where the book*

were He searched and found tho missing reg-

ister." and the chain of evidence was complete

a, d the title to the property fully established.

v.hich -was confirmed after much troublesome
litigation by the Court of Chancery.'

The oldtime village choirs tuned up obedient
to the pitch pipe of the clerk, who first gave

out the number of the psalm: when the choirs

retired before the arrival of barrel organs the

"erk turned the handle and changed the bar-

rels of that terrible Instrument and led the

rinsing. Sometimes accidents happened to the

handle! as on a Sunday In a Yorkshire church.

when the music stopped suddenly during \u25a0«•-

W, and the clerk addressed the vicar loudly.

-Please nor. an e!l 'as room off." In a Hunt-

ingdonshire church one Sunday no sound at all

came from the curtained organ when the hymn

xvas given out till -at last, after a solemn

r-au^o the clerk's quizzical face appeared and

his harsh vplce shouted out. Dang it. -he 'on t

Fpeak"" Occasionally the clerk not only su-

tended the music, but provided a revised
version of a psalm. Witness the case of the

Somersetshire official who, when the Lord
Bishop of the diocese came to visit his church.
felt that the occasion demanded a fitting trib-

ute and called upon the congregation to sing a

"Zepeshul varshun jaspech'ly 'dapted vur fcaz-
#Vi:r,."

Talcs of an Oldtimc Worthy, the
Parish Clerk.

A SHORT HISTORY OF MEDIEVAL PEOPLES.
From the Dawn of the Christian Era to the
Fall of Constantinople. By Robinson Souttar.
Bvo, pp. 682 Charles Scribner's Sons.

Largely on account of the somewhat unde-
served reputation gained by the people livingIn
Europe during the, nine centuries that elapsed
between the final downfall of the Western
Roman Empire and the first revival of culture
In the thirteenth century in Italy, students of
history have followed the advice of popular tra-
dition and skimmed lightlyover this long period

rilled with warp, race wanderings, lethargy, re-
ligious enthusiasms and Ignorance. The Middle
Ages have so little bearing upon later «vents,

it is thought, that a close scrutiny of the former
is hardly worth while. The strength of this
opinion has long been waning in many quarters;
medueva! life has far more vital connections
with the present than men In the first flush of
the New Learning were willing to admit. In
art, philosophy, politics and religion, our own
times have followed, far more than was long
suspected, the ideals and principles brooded over
In the "Dark Ages." Itis therefore only proper
that readers of history should pay more atten-
tion to the events of the .epoch than is usual
outside of a few advanced schools. A popular

history of the medisoval peoples might, if it did
justice to the latter, fairly claim place on every

historical student's bookshelf. a
The present volume is not, unfortunately, the

kind most desired. Mr. Souttar has tried to
bridge over the gap between the end of the
ancient world, whose history he has recorded in
an earlier volume, and the beginning of the

Middle Ages, which are conventionally supposed

to begin in 470 A. D., by devoting the first half
of the present volume to the decline and fall of
Rome. Half the. book is occupied with an ac-
curate but painfully matter-of-fact chronicle of

facts which, for the most, have only a remote
connection with the Middle Ages. Aside from
the irrelevance of these 843 pages for the
student who is in search of mediaeval history.

tbe treatment shows the author's lack of skill

In separating important facts from trivialities.
The Intermingling of anecdotes, dates, genealo-
gies and bald successions of rulers and events
puts the work at once Into the category of text-

books suited for students who are following

lectures on tho same subject. Carefully sub-
divided and paragraphed, it is a handy history

of ready reference for those who wish to find
dates and fix in mind the general course of
affairs in the period treated. Histories now-
adays, if intended for general reading at all.
should place less stress upon the birthdays of
kings and incidents in their reigns and more
upon the fores at work among the masses and

the classes,-* for history becomes intelligible only

A New History of Their Peoples
and Their Deeds.

THE MIDDLE AGES.

A Curious Sheaf of Letters by an
Eyewitness.

INDISCREET L.ETTERS FROM PEKING. Being
the Note \u25a0: an Eyewitness, Which Set Forth
in Som< Detail, from Day to Day, the Real
Ptr«ry of the Siepe and Sack of a Distressed
Capital in 190 the Year of Great Tribulation.
Edited by ]:. i. Putnam W'eale. Bvo, pp. vii.
446. Dodd, Mead ft Co.

Mr \\'.;.!e has written such readable books
about the problems confronting the Western
powers in connection with China; that it is diffi-
cult to understand how ho can have been will-
ing to put his name as editor on the title page
of the present volume. That it is what it pro-
fesses to be, namely, the notes, of an eyewit-
ness of the siege of the legations hi the Chinese
capital, is clearly apparent. Mr. Weale leaves
us in doubt as to the Identity of the author; but
from the writer's own admissions, he would ap-
pear to have been a student interpreter of on s
of the legations, who, after, according to his ad-
mission, participating in the looting and other
offences which he denounces in others, wan
finally dismissed by his chief and turned out of
the service of the government to which he be-
longed. Judging from the frequent and spite-
ful allusions to sir Claude Macdonald, who is
always referred to by his initials in the letters,
the author was a member of the English Mis-
sion, and there are many other earmarks in the
book which tend to confirm this belief. One of
the purposes of the letUrs seems to have bee,:.

indeed. to hold up sir Claude Macdonald to pub-
lic contempt and ridicule, with a view to getting
revenge for the writer's dismissal from the gov-
ernment service But his sneers at the eipenso of
Sir Claude fall flat: in spite of his manifest ani-
mus against tha English envoy, he is unable to
prod .:e any bit of evident calculated to Impair
in the slightest degree the fame won by that gal-
lant soldier diplomat as commander of the de.-
fence of the legation during the memorable siege.

That siege is one of tho most famous in mod-
ern litres, rt lasted from the end of May until
the middle of August, in the face of the most
tremendous odds and under the most frightful,
conditions. It was a siege in which the defenders
not only held out until relief came, thereby pre-
venting the hundreds of white women and chil-
dren from fallinga prey to the savage hordes of
]<oxors under Prince Tuan. but also inflicted se-
vere defeats upon their assailants, repelling the
latter's attacks. It was a defence which was as
successful as it was brave, which earned for those
who directed it the admiration of the entire
civilized world and the recognition and grati-
tude of all the governments whose representa-
tives had been saved thereby from massacre. It
has been described, according to Dr. Morrison,
the eminent correspondent of "The London
Times" at Peking, and In no less than forty-
nine other books, all of which bear tribute to
the valor and efficiency of Sir (Maude Macdonald
and of those associated with him In the com-
mand. Under the circumstances it needs some-
thing more than the anonymous slanders of a
dismissed minor employe to besmirch the reputa-
tion of an envoy who has been rewarded by his
sovereign not merely with orders of knighthood
and increase in military rank, but likewise with
the promotion to the. rank of Ambassador in what
is from an English point of view to-day one
of the most important capitals In the world,
namely, Tokio. #

That '.h-- legations were unprepared for the
Boxer outbreak Is nothing new, and Itis ridicu-
lous to blame Sir Claude Macdonald or any other
of the foreign ministers at Peking for having
been taken unawares. Sir Robert Hart, who
has spent nearly half a century in China (more
than forty years thereof in the service of the
Imperial government), and is universally recog-
nized as th« greatest livingauthority on every-
thing' relating to China, was as unprepared for
the. rising as any one else at Peking, and Is
never tired of explaining that th« longer a man
lives in China and the more Intimately he be-
comes acquainted with the Chinese tho morn he
realizes the extent of his inability to comprehend
the Chinese character and the Chinese train of
thought. Indeed, every day spent in China
serves, according to Pir Robert Hart, to extend
the vista of one's Ignorance of everything re-
lating to the huge empire. Small blame, there-
fore, to the foreign envoys at Peking for b*-|ntr
taken unawares by the Boxer Insurrection ifold
.Sir Robert Hart and the late Bishop Favier v. < re
obliged to confess themselves wholly surprised

The one clever thing in the "Indiscreet letters
from Peking" is th^ pen picture it contains of
the looting of the imperial palare and Forbidden
City. it Is a vivid description. Everybody
knows by this time that the relieving forces on
reaching Peking got out of hand, and that the
sacking of the Chinese capital, like that of Tien-
Ti :i» some weeks earlier.' was a disgraceful epi-
sode, but due to the difficulty of maintaining
discipline among a body of troops composed of
so many different, and, In some cases, rival na-
tionalities'. It is not a pleasant story, but one
which the healthy minded reader would prefer
to forget as discreditable to his race, and he will
lay down the "Indiscreet Letter* from Peking"
with a sentiment of Irritation against the writer
for thus stirring Itup afresh.

THE SIEGE AT PEKIXG.

"tbey do say that the hypocrites can
;\u25a0• ici :: \u25a0.\u25a0 •..!. Eof tbe sky."

Although care la said to have killed a cat, Mr.
( '. \V. Saleeby, ill his book on "Worry, the Dis-
ease "i the Ak1

"
(the !•'. A. Stokes Company),

strenuously discredits the tale, claiming that
worry ie peculiar to the: human race and charac-
teristic of our own generation. We should like
to doubt Ixithof thesu views in their above gen-

eralized form. Maybe care did kill v cat once,

and* maybe, if there had been census bureaus in
the Stone Age. the lists of dead and Injured

credited to worry would appear to have been
nearly aa large as modern ones. Oddly enough,

when the essayist of worry reaches his chapter

on "Worry as a Maker of Religions" he is will-
ing to recant hie first verdict enough to say that
"fear made the gods" and that worry is the
mother of all primitive religions. Mr. Saleeby

has worried out twenty-four chapters oijworry,

all of them interesting, most of them somewhat
risky universallzatlons of Bound facts, and so mo
of them too inaccurate to be taken seriously.
Worry being a disease which manifest itself
in connection with any idea, ambition or whim
the mind is capable of conceiving, almost every-
thing under heaven can be discussed in an essay
on the evil. Mr. Saleeby manages to get in a
paragraph or two on each of the following
topics: Neurosis, insanity, alcoholism, insomnia,
suicide, hysteria, indigestion, the power of mind

over matter, hypnotism, hyi)ochrondria, bore-

The first volume In the series ..n "Leading
Americans," which. Henry Holt & Co. have an-
nounced, will be issued In the fall. It will b.-
devoted to "Leading American Soldiers." and it

will be written by Mr.R. M. Johnston, author of
a shoit biography of Napoleon and of the ad
mirable work in two volumes on "The Nap >

leonic Empire in Southern Italy and the Rise of
the Secret Societies." m

Current Talk of Things Present
and to Come.

The Scribners publish to-day the new volume
of automobile stories written by Mr. Richard
Harding Davis. It Is called "The Scarlet Car"
and relates the adventures of three men and a
Kill.

BOOKS AXI) AUTHORS.

Mr. 6. R. Elliott, a close personal friend of
the late Bret llarte. contributes to the July
number of "The Reader" some delightful rec-
ollections of that brilliant American. The two

appeal- to have met for the first time in the of-
fice of an eye specialist, where Mr. Elliott
heard bis future friend quaintly saying, "Tears,

Idle tears. Iknow not what they mean." Harte
was then, as always, dressed with much care,
iint we are told that although his- aim was
"rather to avoid notice, us was shown by con-
ventional garments and ways, there was still
something in his movements, and especially in
his walk, that recalled the unconscious grace of
some wild animal." Ifhis Western experiences
had left any mark upon bis character it was not
obvious. One could only divine it from the easy
carriage of which Mr. Elliott speaks. He says,
too, that Harte was extremely modest "in relat-
ing the part borne by himself amid the scenes
he so doughtily describes," and continues with
these interesting memories:

Once, .indeed, on my remarking the graying of
his hair, he told roe II was due to the continued
influence of fear while a rider with Vuba BUI
Several of bis predecessors In charge of the specie
casket having been shot, he never mounted ''•\u25a0

stajre. si) he declared, without some apprehension
of a dark glen, a Rash therefrom; a report, and a
tumble from the seat; and, although he nerved
himself to his new duties as best he could, they
grew more .uncongenial with every repetition. Tli^n
it was he had noticed thai lix was growing gray
around the temples, Ii>-mlr*i»l him of his own
military career of liiihaving enlisted as a volun-
teer In the war between the Eel River and Scott
River Indian To which allusion be replied: ">'• -
that was after the Humboldt Bay massacre. !was
escorted to th« recruiting officer by Indignation
and hunger! But although the hardships and pri-
vations ensured then left ni'< a feeble stomach and
irritable nerves, lcame to no other harm. Having
no blood to spare, Ished my digestion for free-
dom You see," he continued, "Inever had any
sympathy for these mess-perk heroes, , although
their ways find, above all. their point*of view,

were to m«: an inexhaustible source of amusement

and interest. 1 cared little whether they won
their <•«:! scalps 'a their heads or wore the scalps
of others to trim their buckskins. 1 only saw
some reckless men ready to Sgbl for their country,
as did Hftmpden, Washington, and"— wlta a twii
kle—"Jeff Davis: Tor. after all, why «m not
Henedlct Arnold th»» must conscientious <>r our
Revolutionary heroes 1 Washington died an Im-
penitent, If successful, rebel Lafayette wits only

a tillbusterer; but i.<:•'.\u25a0\u25a0• A:•-oil had tha courage
<f his convictions. He alone bad the gra •• to
'ground down the weapons of hl» rebellten ur.rt ,-in

against hla K.mr bo more.'" And now we all
knew—at least, all the Initiated knew -that Bret
Mart© was guying, a habit attributed to Byron.
But, observing that these and sue;; llko travesties
of h.K were not always taken In go 1 part, rs-
peelally by thoso returned veteran* who wero at111
voting, Bret would say? "Boys, don't tnk*. 11 toe
seriously. Ialways wan « UnlO'i mar. and ready
to ri!).o. as Ait.mis Ward said 'any able-
bodied relative' Ipossessed So don't look so
solemn."

Mr. Elliott alludes to tho pains his friend took
—and look in vain— to learn th. Indian dialects,
but says That he suco*<eded in mastering, In-
stead, the clang and pictography which consti-

tuted the spoken t"iii<u-' <>f the miners and cow*
boys. "1 worked harder and studied longer,"
Harte said, "to learn that language than prob-
ably would have sufficed for the acquirement of
French, Italian—or even English." There wa*
nothing accidental, Mr. Elliott observes, abou<
the ••finish of Bret Harte's prose He "often
made four or live copies of a note accepting an
Invitation to dinner"" He had a great enthu-
siasm for/the work of Robert Browning, saying,
"Icunr.ot describe how i am affected by the
man-flavor which pervades, so easily and natu-
rally,all that Browning does. When 1 was fif-
teen Jack Qakhurst and his ilk seemed to be the
male of my species; now that my hair is gray, it
is Robert Browning!" Mr.Elliott adds a report
of a talk he had with Harte, in which he sug-
gested that the novelist had created his first
(dot. The reply wan in the negative. "Oak-
hurst." said Harte, "was pieced up from odds
and ends of Western character, much In the way
ii sculptor takes an arm from a gladiator, a leg
from the winged-foot fraternity anil a head
from some one's Jove. Idetsired to make the
character possible and probable, and added
what Ithought needful.'.' With these and other
notable, sidelights on Harte's personality and
work, Mr. Elliott tilIst out an uncommonly .sig-
nificant paper.

Recollections of Him by an Old
Friend.

BKET HAUTE.

Half a dozen excellent mnps. a table of medie-
val rulers and a careful index preserve the
schoolroom character of the book. If anybody
should write a humanly Interesting and accu-
rate history of the peoples of th* Middle &ges

before Mr. Souttar*a volume goes out of print,

the reader of the former will be able to us < the
latter profitably .'is an outline wherein to tind
Information but not understanding.

through an understanding of the latter. The
Pc;. r Parley siyle of history, to be sure, still
has Its plno- in libraries, but th're are already
too many z^'l chronologies and synopses to

warrant another.
Aside fmm a curiously misplaced tone of piety,

though, Mr. Souttar*fl account .if the Saracens
and the Crusades !s fairly readable, in compari-
son with the rest of the book. One only regrets
that the writer did not lavish more space and
research upon these two topics, especially the
former: for thorn is no good, short history cov-
ering this part of mediajval life which has been
written, since Arabists have opened up min^s of
new information regarding Islam. Mr. Bout-
tar's sketch of the rise of the religion is unhap-
pily biassed; be spends not a f< w words in
wondering how such a crude hoax as- the Koran
could have founded such an enduring Idolatrous
religion as Mahometanism. There is here
conspicuous a lack of appreciation of thr- Se-
mitic character, as well as ignorance of pre-
Islamic religions. Mr. Souttar remains painfully

accurate with respect to intermurrhißes. feuds,

changes in nlership and all the old conven-
tionalities; but Ignores everything that helps

make clear to the reader the inner strength of
that great uprising which nearly changed for-
ever the face of Europe and caused the Cru-
sades.

Sometimes, however, the proofreader nods,

and in this connection the late Lord Goschen
told, at a public dinner, a story of a reader who
worked for his (.Lord Gosehen's) grandfather,
and who, in answer to a denunciation from his
employer, cried:

"Let some other man work at correctness of
typography. Idespair. My own thoughts often
hinder me, as they .srlae and hold the authors
otherwise than they ought to do. Itis quite pos-
sible that niggling about words and syllables
may often go to the wall when my soul cannot
tear Itself loose from some thought or picture.

Errors have been found la sheets which I
thought Ihad worked backwards and forwards
with ihe greatest particularity. Iread al\va>s
us it should be."

It la when a reader is in this soulful condi-
tion that the general public are permitted to
read, as they did once in a morning paper not
given to humor, that a celebrated politician, ina
speech, described some- one as "sitting at the
feet of the game bird of Birmingham." Instead
of "Oamallei

"
In the same journal, too, the

following startling announcement appeared
under the heading ot "Births'*:
NICHOLSON.—On th» ll'tii inst.. at Belton-road.

Bidcup, tht) 6>>n ol Alfred Nicholson, of a duugh-
ter.
Inanother newspaper a most pathetic account

appeared of a doctor who died owing- to having
accidentally infected himself while Injecting
some plague virus into a "Kn.'t." The mystery
was solved the next day. wh. n an apology was
printed explaining that the word should have
been "rat"!

During a recent election a daily referred to
the popularity of the "well known Lancashire
foxes." This quaint mistake was due primarily
to the- telegraph operator, who neglected to sup-
ply capital letters for what should have read
"Lane-Fox." a member of which well known
family was one of the candidates.

"Come over and try some new 'soup,'
"

a lady

novelist did not write; "songs" was the word.
"It is a sickly 'kopje' of the real article" wa*
perhaps excusable. Itappeured ina paper dur-
ing the Boer war.

These mistakes are curious enough, but they
pale Into insignificance before some of those that
never reach the printed sheet

Cold milk, father:" once demanded a com-
positor in cold type, and he was aggrieved to
havo to alter it to "Cead mllle failth*"! "Brer
Fox" was made "Boer Fox"

—
that was also dur-

ing the South African war.
Una hot summer's day another tired typesetter

turned "The Ides of March" into "The Idea of
Work," and the same man was responsible for
this puzzle: "Dewlap tyros are the best in the
market." The answer is "Dunlop tyr^e."

In a sermon a celebrated divine was made to
nay: "And they erected a 'marine store' at the
mouth of the sepulchre." "Massive stone" were
the correct words.

Abbreviations are at times the bane of the
compositor, but ho had no excuse for setting up,
in an account of a Mansion House function, that
among those present were "Old Isaacs and Old
Treioar.' He should have known that "Aid."
was an abbreviation of "Alderman." In the
iame "take" of copy the 'Lord
ceived with a 'crash'" (should bt "eclat"), and

COMPOSITORS' HOWLERS.

Amusingly Wicked Deeds Done by

the Imp of the Perverse.
From The London Express.

Two young Scotch architects, Mr. John Wil-

son and Mr. James A. Arnott, are just tnwitng.

in Edinburgh, the first of three parts in which
they are to complete a work which should he

of groat Interest to members of their profession

and to student?. It Is entitled "The Petit Tri-
anon. Versailles," and it consists chiefly of
plates.gtvteg the fullest possible survey of that

l.istorio and beautiful building,so full of asso-
ciations with Marie Antoinette and bar COPlt
K..r about three years they have been studying

Gabriel's masterly production, and their illus

trations embrace measured drawings and pho-
tographs of the exterior and interior, as well as
a UrK? selection of the furniture and various

details of nutal work. The text gives an his-
torical acoonat of the palace, with careful de-
scription*. From the specimen plates which we
have received from George Watatsoa & S :;s

the publishers, we see that the draftsmen

have gone about their task In the right spirit

of practicality, supplying just the material that

Is needed by architects.

Brentano's willissue immediately a new boole
by Mr. O. B. Shaw, containing hla thr»>*» play*

"John Bulls Other Island," "Major Barbara"
and "How He Lied to Her Husband' These

will bo accompanied by the usual prefatory

matter.

The Indian government has begun the publica-

tion of a series of "Indian Texts" with a trans-

lation by William Irvine of Niccolao Manucci 3

-Storia Do Mogor." This seventeenth centurj

Venetian went to the East earls in life. and,

after many miscellaneous experiences of a. more

or less adventurous sort, settled down In India

to practise as a physician. He saw some service

as a diplomat and travelled a great deal. Ite

dud In his adopted country in 1717. leaving a

history of the Grand Moguls from Taimur to

Aurang'.eb. a description of their empire and a

full account of his own life. He was a soldier
as we'll as a doctor and diplomat, and the trans-

lation of his work just published ought to make
varied reading.

The Scribners Import a richly illustrated
quart \u25a0by <iuldo Hey on "The Matterhorn. n
noi only describes the mountain, but treats ol

al' tn< attempts made to .-limb it stoeo nw.
ruurteei Of the plates are printed In eoJots.

A concise Dictionary of the Bible, edited by

the Rev \V. C. Plercey. 1* to be published in

Ens'.- 1 1' has been in preparation for some
time, and willbo brought out by Mr. John Mur-

ray.

scattered among them are brief quotations from

Vasari. The amount of really useful informa-
tion that the author has thus assembled is sur-
prising. At the back of the book, in addition to

the general ind*x. there is a list of saint* with

their attributes as used in art. and there is an
index of painters In which, whenever possible

notice is given of the individual's master or th--

several artists by whom he was influenced
Many of the paintings catalogued are illustrated

In tiny halftones: that are generally adequate to

the purpose. Miss Cruttwell has to complain Of

one grave handicap against which she has bet n

powerless. While her book was being prinua

changes were made liv the hanste* ol many or
the pictures, further changes of the same sort

have since been made, and others are of course
to be expected. As she has framed her guide to
a sequence Allowing that of the rooms and cor-

ridors in each of her galleries. It is obvious that

the book, as it stands, must sorely contuse the

traveller. But the "Guide" is so good that it is

worth using at the cost of some little trouble.

Miss Maud Cruttwell, the author of neveral
meritorious monographs on artistic subject*.

has produced a capital little handbook in "A
Guide to the Paintings in the Florentine Gal-
leries" (E. P. Dutton &Co.). This is practically

a catalogue of all the pictures of serious Interest
in the I'fflzl.the Pltti and the Aocademia. Fol-
lowinK the preface there is a remarkably well

balanced liule sketch of Florentine painting, and
prefixed to the lists of pictures in each of tho
three galleries there in a record of the salient
facts In its history. The notes throughout ure

Mr. Charles Brookfleld Is soon to publish an,i!f^ical novel called My Lord of Essex.- It

Siu of iMclden.H in the career of Robert Dcv-

Ireux the favorite courtier otQueon Elizabeth.
'

v >rk being one of the noisiest cities In
NeW V, d.r, here will surely appreciate

lh,world readers
which l>contributed to -The

the following I""";- ..,. L,;•\u25a0 whon we take

Kno? IS::i*ver Wme,M,C.L.

Graves:
ODB TO DISCORD.
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¥hffurmur of tho streammurmur of ihe stream

?ht rtShtful overiord.hlP In !-r \u0084\u25a0\u25a0 m.

Bestir ye. minion* of the goddess new.

S A ,' , -•- reverberating rlnns
'\u25a0'"'

Inaußura
,c th«'i-irtuOl BNrW Mad l>ran 0

lß"^Vrum^M:.We and kettle) .

To pierce th " \u25a0'

and let the loud bassoon

ISm°
"

Whoun.l at an azure moo.
L *

la . with stentorian roar.
To n^«mate our musical Majuba.
To con. in

tll(. profound bass tuba
Emit one long and Brobdingnagian snore.

Ye demons of unrest, your efforts spar?

The ancient fane that steed four-«|uare

For thrico an hundred years

Crashes about our ears.
».more shall Music's votaries endure
N° "

The stream el sound that flows

From a*crystaUine source to an inslptd c^se.
Beethoven Is sped.

Ills works are dead,
r>r merely minister to our postprandial slumbers.
Wagn.-r na" reached the limbo Of back numbers.
But we, blithe anarchs of a hnstllng era.

With rapture unalloyed.

Pursue amain the strenuous Chimeera
That boomcth in the void.

We. scorning beauty as a snare insidious.
Salute the abnormal and acclaim th.i hideous.
With pious ululatlona ushering in
The unassailed dominion of unbridled cln.

The successor of the late Ferdinand Brune«

tiero at th.< French Academy is a lawyer. M.

Henri Barboux. Among his rivals for the chair

there wore three men of letters, M. Delafosse,

M. de Nolhac and M.Kichepin.

"The Snob," the little weekly paper which
was published at Cambridge in 1829 and whose
cblumni Thackeray had a large share in filling,

expired after the eleventh number was issued.
It is now rare, an I a treasure to collectors.
What Is described as a well preserved survivor
was sold in Lor lon the other day for *.>;.O.

Thackeray was nineteen whun as an under-
graduate at Trinity College he amused himself
with this mild literary work. "On Monday night

he .aid In one of his letters, "myself and th«

editor of The Snob' sat down to write The

Snob 1 for next Thursday. We began at 0 and

finished at 2; but Iwas so afflicted with laugh-

er that Icame away quite inr. tbU.time

he wrote a .kit on Tennyson's "Timbuaoo -a
noern for Which its author, as we know re

?eived the Chancellor's medal Thackeray's lines'
"The Snob" "received much laud." he wrote to

M-mother- and the boy added: "Icould not help

* ams out that Iwas very fond of this same

i The men knew not the author, but

;:;\u25a0:;::, the Poo" how eagerly Isucked it in.

All is vanity!"

"TTrsule Mlrouet," the story which Balzac
wrote for Ms niece, l-us been prepared l>v Mr.

F H. <).:k0...i for class reading In colleges and
pchoois. Mr. Osgood has added an Introduction
•(•id notes It i*offered by editor and publisher
as specially adapted for class work Miss PodS
\u25a0nap of tha tlbows mi«ht Indeed perus«» the

without injury to her delicacy It is

worth while to quote m this connection Ralzae's

mournful comment on the .Turks of bis critics.
"I wr|t<- for men and not for young girls." he

> . . i! sister, "but Idefy them to <ite a. page in which religion or thf> family Is
attacked."

<'\u25a0 P. I'iJtrmm'a Sons complete this month
their edition of the late Leslie Stephen's
essays, with four volumes containing hi* "Hours
in 1 Library." Tins group is mad.- up of much
of the \f: \u25a0 best work thai he ever did, though it
is hard ppesssed by hla "Studies of a Biog-
rapher." Stephen i.-< sorely missed. He was one
of the few men of his time born to write essays.

The Form Is extraordinarily difficult, and only
at rare Intervals doei a man appear with the
temperament qualifying him to master it.

About one hundred hitherto unpublished let-
ters or Wagner appear In Herr Angelo Neu-

\u25a0 published "Erinnenuigen, as Rlch-
\u25a0 1 Wagner." The work is Illustrated by f-^ur

poriraits an Itwo f:>

dom, the great value of tT>a and coffee, the
happy years of babyhood, the government of
children by fear and by love, the skin deepness
of beauty, boarding schools, the duties of'
motherhood, old age, scoundrelly patent mcdl-
cine advertisers, materialism, religion, the value
of prayer, the future of the human race, some
observations on Danish philosophy, the death of
Socrates and the religion of Browning* Shelley
and Wordsworth. If this isn't enough to make
the readers forget their troubles we 'cannot
blame Mr Saleeby. Worry being most easily
cured by setting the patient's mind on other
things, the present volume ought to produce in-
stant relief where all other remedies fall. Or
can It be that worrying; nhout worry is Itself the
last stag*? -of the-dJseate? M-that-be-the-easei
the writer and his readers are in a sad plight;
but, personally, we have not been worried by
Mr. Saleeby*a words on worry. The writer spars
too playfully with the Demon Care.

Two hundred thousand copies of Kate Douglas
Wiggin's "Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm" have
been printed by Hougnton, Mifflin& Co. Seldom
Is a "best seller" as worthy as this one Is of Its
popularity.
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Take It on Your Vacation
OUT TO-DAY

A story with the dash, thrill and excitement
of a big machine, fullof the enthusiasm, fun and
cool nerve that make adventures worth while.

Illustrated, $1.2$
RICHARD HARDING DAVIS

CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS

Rare Books and Prints in Europe.

Sabin,
(Frank T.)

118, Shaftesbury
Avenue, London, W.

CHOICE £\GRAVING3
( Mezzotints, Colour
Prints, Americana, d\c>,
FINE AND RARE
BOOKS. VALUABLE
AUTOGRAPHS, 40.

11 A LL-OUT-OF-PRINT-BOOKS" write MB:

can set you any book ever published on any sub-
ject Tn« most exper: bo^.< flnilar extant. When In Enj-
land call and see my 500.000 rare books. BAKER"*
GREAT BOOK SHOP. John Bright St.. Birmingham.

THE POEMS OF MARIAIXKVTLU With VKtx^X. St*>

pp. 4". IHouchton. Sllfflln & Co.) __
Issued In th*series of Riverside Press adttJOM ao«

limited m three hundred copies.

THE FLOWER OF OLD JAPAN AND OTHER Mm
By Alfred No>-»*. 12aao. PIK *»*.1»^ tTt* HM-OsV
taCW<

"l)
RELIGIOUS.

*^
RELIGIOUS.

CGKNDVS WHITE MANOF WORK. A rtory et v <\u25a0»-

an.l#r M. Mackay. By Sophia. Ufom Fahs. With !»-

troducticn by Professor F. M. McMuttt. IBusrrat»4»
12mo. pp. xx. COO. iToun*PeopU's Missionary Move-
ment).

A record of missionary worst to Brtttsß E.«
- Afrfca*. designed especially for young readers.

REPRINTS.
WATEEBEB. THE WHITE WOU*. By WOBUa J. Lon*.

Illcstrattd by Cbarlea C&pe'.and.. 12xno, pp. xvt, 171
CBo*cen: Glnn *Co.).

The «tory lately critMMd by Fr*3id*nt Roosavalt:
reprinted from the author's "Northern Trails."

PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN SOCIOLCK3T. A Serte* «C
Lectures at Princeton Th«ologt-a.t Isinh h,ry and Ma-
rietta Cel!*:» on Moral Reforms and Social Prsbl—.
By the Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts. Ph. D. Fourth edition,
reeked. 12tnQ..rr. 02L (Funk.& TVagßalls Company.)

DRAMA.
JOTlr\prllV? HER ISLAND AND MAJOR BAR-BARA, rtjr Bernard Shaw. 12nu>. pp. Uii. 810.

Including? "How He IJe4 to Her Husband" andthree long prefaces.

EDUCATIONAL.
FOODS; OR. HOW- THE WORrj> IS FED. By Fran*

an
tari*nter" 12nll>'PP'3e2 ' 'Amu-loan Book Ctou*.

In •Tnrr^nter's Industrial Readers."
A TEXTBOOK IN- GENERAL ZOOLOGY. By Qlewi W.Herrtok. B. S. A. l?mo. ri>. £><}. ,Am«ric»n BookCcmi-any.

Designed for use In secondary schools.
HALF HOITRS WITH THE MAMMALS. By nutriasFrederick Holder. Illustrated. Vimo. pp. 253.(American Book Company.)
FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY voursn or THE NA-

TIONALEDUCATIONAL,SOCIETY. ISS7-I9OT. Svo.
IP Till. JMS. (Published by the association.) »

FICTION.
NAOMI'S TRANSGRESSION. By Parley Da!». Illus-trated by Harold I'ifTar.i. lUmo. pp. vl, 803. (Fred-

erick War:.- & Co.)

A story of an Encash Quakeress.
THE CHO-FUR. A Tru* Automobile Story. lUnstratsd.12mo. pp. 430. (Privately prir.teti>

A story of modern EneU«h \u25a0ooic» llfs.
HISTORY.

A HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES AND ITS
TEOPL£. From the Earliest Records t» the PresentTime. By Elrcvy McKendrM Avery. Illustrated. Ia
fifteen volumes. Vol. HI. 8v». pp. ajtr, 444. (CleTe-
lund: Burrows Brothers Company.)

Devoted to the period between active colonization
•nd th» final struggle for th» conquest of Now
France.

LITERATURE.
THE GOTHIC Qt-E*T. By Ralph Adams Cram. lima.pp. MS. (The Baker * Taylor Company.)

Essays on the relationship between an and -'""In
-

tion.

MISCELLANEOUS.
AUVIHOt. AND THE HITMAN BODY. An Introduction

to the Study of the Subject. By Sir Walter Horsier
and Mary D. Sturjre. With a chapter by Arthur
Newshnlme. Illustrated. 'SvOi pp.. xvlll. 870. <Th»
Macmlllan Company.)

THE COMEDY OF IJFE. Illustrated. 4to. (We Pub-
lishing Company.)

A collection of illustrated Jokes from "lit*."
THE CITIZEN'S PAIR IN* GOVERNMENT. ByBBsa

Root. 1-....>. ij> 1-3. (Charles bcrtbner'a Son;.) \u25a0
\u25a0

The WUttSBI Earl Dodge Lectures for 1907. delivered
at Yale University.

INPr^TRIAI.. EDUCATION. A System of TnUnfng tor
Men Enterinc upon Trade and Commerce). By Barlow
Stafford Person. Ph. D. 12uu>. pp. Til. M. CBtUfßv
ton, Mimin *Co.)

One of the Hart. SehaCner &Marx Prize Eeocomla
Essays.

THE SPORTSMAN'S PRIMER. By Normaa H. CrowelV
Illustrated by Wallace Muiiim I2mo. pp. Till, ISO.
(Outing Publishing Company.)

Humorous essays on popular sports-

SOCIAL LIFE IN VIRGINIAIN TUB SEVENTEENTH
CENTURY. By .Philip Alexander Bruce. 12mo. M.

\u25a0

KS. (Richmond: Pell Book Company.)

BUT ANOUNC. FOR COMMON FISHES. By IMB

Rhead. Illustrated by «
-

author. l^ino. pp. x. 132.
(Outing publishing Company.)

Information resardinjr the history and habits of our
commonest fl»hes. and hint*for successful an»Una>

™
AfT GIVEN \S THE WORLD GIVETK: OR TUB"^powiarra treatt and its first year-s

FRUITS. By John Billow, lima. FP- 8t (BaJut

& Taylor Company.)
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