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PRI'SERVING TREES.

Successful Work Done with Noble
Elms in Connccticut Valley.
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of the

streets of several old towns

* are stately trees, some

s the fine

enturies old, which owe
nce to the Interest and skill

ofar iced the art of tree preser-
vation to icnce, at man is Christopher
C ¥ forester of Northampton, and some
of the trees whose life has been thus prolonged
R

ar close association with men and events that

yed a prominent part in the early history of
he nation. Among them are the Jonathan Ed-
wards elm, in Northampton, the Indian house
tree, in Old Deerfield, and the General William
Shepard elm, in Westfield.

Although still one
Connecticut

- -

f the most active men in
Valley, Mr. Clarke is now an
ogenarian, his eightieth birthday anniversary
wing been celebrated at a banquet given by
tizens of Northampton a few months ago. Mr,
“larke unites a love of nature with a fondness
uities.  For more than half a century
he has had the care of the shade trees in the
streets of Northampton, and he has great regard
for a noble s0o that the preservation of
historic trees is for him a work of love.
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residents to

be able to point on *» which was planted

by the eminent theologi Jonathan Edwards,
though the body of the former Northampton
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ry year, and it

a

1t undertaking eve

is therefore deemed worth while to spend time
and money in add

adq to the f

years of

one of those
stately, graceful trees planted by the ancestors
o

of those who now pass under their protecting
shade.
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1 a tree in a storm,
d, and decay fol-

a decayed tree he
the tree large
he inside and re-

s is essential to

When this work
has been ne 1 o y is ready to be led
Tt 1 case of large fillings

nd to one part of Port-

d nt, except for the outer part, where
thes: ients are used half and half, this
er 1 i s thick. To

1 e cemer it is hardening

a st tin or zinc is emploved, this being se-
rex the trunk or limb in a way to preserve
the naiural shape. The tin is put on in strips,

being fastened with round steel nails having =
broad head and a small shank. The strips @ _
wide cnough to lap over upon the sound wood
and the nails are placed from half an inch to an
inch apart, according to the strain imposed

The first strip of tin is put on at the lower
part of the aperture, and the cement put in untfl
it reaches nearly to the top of the tin. Then
a second strip fs put g over the other
two or three two nailed to-
gether. Then o4, and so on
until the cavity is filled, the last strip of tin be-
ing bent the final application of
cement is being puddled into place and the cav-
ity entirely filled, and then it is straightened up
and nailed in place. In case of extra large cav-
ities large sheets of tin or sheet iron are nailed
on the outside to prevent the tin from bulging
out, until the cement has hardened, when they
can be removed. The smaller the cavity the
larger are the strips of tin employed, as the
strain is proportionately less. In twenty-four
hours’ time the cement will have hardened com-
pletely and the tin may all be removed.

This remedy is applied successfully to fruit
trees as well as shade trees. Mr. Clarke has
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CHRISTOPHER CLARKE.

Northampton’s city forester and a noted tres
doctor.

THE GENERAL WILLIAM SHEPARD ELM, WESTFIEL D, MASS,
Also preserved by the liberal use of cement,

{

Planted by the famous preacher.

years old, to which a large quantity of cement
has been applied. This was done at a cost
about §1 50, and the tree is now bearing four dif-
ferent varieties of apples.

The largest fillings Mr. Clarke ever put in a
tree were in the Jonathan Kdwards elm, ir
Northampton, in w h three tons o 4 ar
cement were used. This tree was planted
than one hundred and seq fiv 1 » b
Mr. Edwards in the earls f }
Northampton n t t
five feet in r and f v tre
had immense spreading branches ar v
the handsomest tres in v tat Mu r
was invre d in treating t} tree, and t} ox
pense amounted to ahout $125 The tr pr
served chiefly for its historie interest, its beau
having been sadly impaired
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in twenty-two distinct f o 1 1

and beecame a brigadicr goneral under Ger

Lafayette As the head or t wunty militi
he put down the insurrection led by Daniel
Shays in 1786, the clin f which can in the
attack upon the arsenal in Springfield and the

THE JONATHAN EDWARDS ELM

in his own dooryard an apple tree seventy-five
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It contains three tons of sand and cement, placed in its trun
to preserve it

repulse of Shaye's men by General Shepard
As a Presidential Elector General Shepard voted
twice for Ge e Washi n, and he also served
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