
By ALLEN SANGREE

"In Baseball We Have the Only Forum Where an American

Citizen Feels Free to Take Off His Coat and Cut Loose'
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WITH the exception of our
constitution; baseball is t ::•..•
one thing America retains

to-day that is unequivocally
(1 \u25a0:. The word democracy is of
Greek derivation
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explain the fundamental popularity of the pro-
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part s fabulous wealth in
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fad it^origin in the English gameof rounders

or in American town hall- During the early part of
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Club \u25a0\u25a0: Sew York in IS4; was the first to establish
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play< ; .. th:s ..... by the name of base-;
uali . fourteen sections of tliis code were as
vali f 1-, the development of baseball as Magna
Charta • is to t:k- progress of English civilizatwinj
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i:::; \u25a0: ;\u25a0::.\u25a0.- clubs i:ke the Gothams, Eckfordsi
:: : Unions around Xew York, and the Green
M<»urita:ns". ' Hympics. nd Elm Trees in New Eng-;
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;\u25a0\u25a0 I r:\u25a0•'.:^n: of a period that knew such men as
Dink-! \u25a0.\u25a0,•-„•..-. Henry Clay;"Andy*; Jackson! Win-
i-'-'-i > itt, Harrisf>n (the hero of Tipfjecanoe)^
Zachary Taylor COld Rough and Ready"., and
J \u25a0 Fremont; The vigor, wholesomeness, and
freed • . of va.c. epoch may be exiled from other \u25a0\u25a0-
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biit five million would not prevent him from
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rhe financial promoters of baseball appreciate
t . tremendous feeling so accurately that they per;
r.::: the fan almost any liberty. Where else might
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ital stranger smash in your derby hat without
« :-; apologizing! and not ':>e arrested? Stretching
the prerogatives of freedom? Well; a ball park is
tile only spot left wherein one may vent the un-
restrained, natural, boyhood spirit I.l"America.

"
He

d: in't mean any harm." says the policeman, and
nine times out of ten the victim will fondly cherish
the incident. In reality he was thrilled and delighted
a: the expression; however violent, of honest •-.-
thusiasm on the part of an American citizen, who
i:: every day life may be taciturn, money grasping^
unpatriotic; and vicious. <M such small consequence
is .'.ass distinction or wealth in thi-> sj>ort that only
re trntly have b<>xes been installed in the grind
stur.ds of big league parks. The aristocracy must
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An Internal Cataclysm
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