
sibility of stamping out contagious diseases
should not be allowed to w. Igl against his gen-
eral theory. "T!.. Evolution of Life" oughi to
call fonh much profitable discussion on all ih<-

\u25a0 '\u25a0 :> , it touches.
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In a letter to Christopher North. Wordsworth
refers to the "false notions" regarding the night-
ingale's song, and expresses his belief that
Coleridge's poem, with its theory that "in Nat-
ure there is nothing melancholy," will In all
likelihood "contribute greatly to rectify these."
hi his own poem, "Enterprise," he touches on
the same point, and alludes to the nishtinrrale
as "the sweet Bird, misnamed the melancholy."
l!is hard]] necessary to add that Keats, In his
great ode "To a Nightingale," rises to exquisite
rapture over the happiness manifested In the
kirn.-.in.- of tlit!"Utrht-wineed Dracad of th»» iraan"

scripts, together with other evidence since dis- J
covered, makes it certain that in them we have
the work as It was orieinally conceived and j
written by Sir Philip Sidney. He continues as
follows:
In one highly lr:terc*tinp p:uisajr«* which appears

in the MSS. (but not in the printed copies) the an- j
thor, wliu. as is w<-il known. Introduces himself i........ under Oie name of Chllisldes. glvca
a twirl autobiography of hlni.^lf and an account
of h:s love diaappotntrrw-uta. Though 1 will not
.s.-iy that this pannage supplies any particularly i
novel Information as to t!>.- author's character or.
the events of his !if^. it is at any r;it<: n.-t a ;

little Int«restlng tliua to *«-• in what linht \>' re- j
parJrti himsell an«l lti?< on -i achicvementa. Here.
a«= «-iin«ii< r<-. he depict* himself r.s a somewhat
melancholy and dteappotnted. <r at leant dlsllJu- |
stoned, i»rs<iTi. who found iiims«-lf. us all poetical j
and imaginative natures must do. at variance with
the real world, which differed fn~> much from t!.e ,
ideal vi.\u25a0\u25a0 which existed in his own spirit.

That tl!«s<- •:.-~: .-~ h!i..u!'l L-- n--v. in the hands <( ;

Messrs I>.«id. Mead &• <."••.. of •.\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 .-irnl are
Jh.-ref(.r<- hkely to lin.l a permanent fximo In the ;
United States, may poaslbly I" a matter \u25a0\u25a0: regret, ;

though net of Burprise, t<. im>.vt {englishmen. V- .!

that they will go intu very K<>oii hands can harJ- j
!y t# doubted: and probably th.-y will be utilized
!»for" I'.n^' for the preparation uf a critical cdi-.... •"Aroiidia." which has only now become
possible, . v. ins to their discovery.

Bn Itkoi & Hertel. the music publishers of
I^eipsic, willi.s?ue this season the lirst volumes
in the complete edition of Haydn's work.--, which
has been In preparation for some twenty years. \
This edition, which is to be uniform with the
editions of Mozaxt, Beethoven and Schubert
printed by the same house, willconsist of about :
fourscore volumes, to cost, all told, about $ir<o. j
Many eminent musicians have concerned tl!<m-
selves with It, and the editors have beenTgrlven
access to all nianuscriiits in the possession of I
private Indi iduala and public Institutions.

Students of Shakespeariana were favorably

impressed tome ten years ago by the book which
r>r. W. H. Madden then published, "The Diary
of Master William Silence: A Study of Shake:
speare and of Elizabethan Sport." They will be ;
glad to bear that it is presently going Into a'
new and cheaper edition, for which the author i

has written a long preface and a number of
notes, Longmans, Green & Co. are the pub
lishers.

Ti!* i tun i1 ksof travel 111 in lude on< bj

Mr A. Henry Bavage Landor, "Across Wildest
Africa." Ifhe writes an pi< turesquely as !

In bis book on Tibet b< ought to be am
His latest axpedltion <x• • j.•:•-\u25a0 J from Djibution |

th« East Coast to Cape Verde, a distance ol
i-,(i,'i miles Another new travel t k will b<
Mr. Douglas Sladen'a "Queer Things About
Persia, **

written npith ih< assistance of Mr.]
Bustacbe de Lorey. who vsaa fur l\ao years at-

An interest insr note on the reading pub n
Sweden appears in "The London 800 l
Writing from Stockholm a correspondent ol that
journal says:

Kngllsh authors are read here less than Gorman
and French, and in the Tauchnitz editions chiefly,
but there are Swedish translations, at moderate
prices, of most of our popular novelists. A year or
two ago there was a great run on M*". KU'lin^'s
boohs, and they are still widely read. So ar>* tho

works of Ivifc:i(li.» Hearn. I finIStevenson little
known, and Thackeray little read. Dickens is,
without doubt, the popular English classic. Ihe

Sweden are at th? moment \u25a0\u25a0 p!«Ttitie ft>r«i^n lu-

erature comparatively, and giving more encourage-
ment to their own authors. All the publishers now-
Issue cheap reprint* of Swedish classics, nnd some
recent anil i . ing writers have attain* d hiph circu-
lations. Ima Lagerlof has ;.::•• given t.i^

honorary deftree of Li. D by the University of
Upsala— the rirst Swedish woman m honored.

Tne lady who publishes her books over the
name of Chi topher H.ir- has shown b
Italian stu lies that she has a flair for a go "1
Bubject, :.:.i she shows this again In her
coming vi ime Under the title of

-
'l-

of France." Bh( treats of persoi nd af-
fairs ;• ' ' ' •\u25a0• century Europe A nd the
care* r of the prim French king ives a
story Involving n» b • I '*<'\u25a0 aPI*
ofJoan of Arc the captun
the Turks, and Uie death of Edward IV ol Eng-
land.

Mr Randal] Parrish !?» evidently an author of
some versatility. Th*>McClurga of Chicago have
just published an Interesting historical work by
him, "The Great Plains," In which he surveys

the development of the Western frontier from
|f»IM to IS7O. md simultaneously it is announced
that re is bringing out a novel called "Beth
Norvell.™ the story of a Colorado mining camp.
Th" same publishers I\u25a0\u25a0• .\u25a0

'Issued two w< :k*
of importance to students of American history.

One is "The Campaign of Santiago de Cuba." by

Colon. -1 Herbert H. Sargent, a military treatise
in three volumes, and the other is "A Handbook
of the Philippines," by Hamilton M. Wright.

There is to T«' a new edition of all the works
or George Borrow, and it Is to be Illustrated.
This is peculiarly interesting news. TI great

master of gyp?y lore ha« been Illustrated before
but never fully, am! though we recall a few
clever diawlnps made for his t.-xt. we have al-
ways r«i;.-irii''iJ him as waiting, on the whole. f"r
;. sympathetic artist. We Bhall watch with keen
curiosity the experiment now to be rind.-. f>ne

Ineeds temperament as well as powers of obser-
vation and r:\ri- skill to make a proper pictorial'
accompaniment for his enchanting books.
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\Colrrld'jc's Defence of the Songster as Xot •
Melancholy Bird.

From Notes nrid Queries.
The traditional view ..... sons'

Is supremely given In tti»- familiar lyric by Rich-
ard ilarn.fi". Here the ? t tin.is the forlorn
bird, with • li«-rbreast ;ip-til!a thorn" earnestly
pouring forth her melodious sorrow. . Milton i:i
his juvenile sonnet apostrophizes the inefuiMe
sin^r-r as givir. r̂ fi.rth notes that portend success
In love; and, when he comes to describe sober
pleasures in "II Penseroso." he appropriately
fir..ls the name strains "most musical, most
melancholy." Against this Coleridge enters a
rigorous protest in "Tho Nightingale: a Conver-
sation Poem," characteristically advancing in
the following passage a general ruth and a
spe<i»ic criticism:—
A melancholy binl?

'
•>.\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0• thought!

In Nature there i? nothing melancholy.
I'.ut some nijjlit-'AiiixicriiiKman wl.o^e art was

; .• \u25a0\u25a0 ci
With ...... of a prir\-(.':s wrong.
Or Blow clist.-iiW'T. or n<-p!» ott-d \y\>-
(And so. Pc« r wretch, flll'd all things with Mms« If.
And made all c-titu- souri'is tell back the t;ilo

Of his own sorrow), li^. and sii.li :is he.
First i;:tn,<--vl t!n;:c notes ... strain.

Annotating this, the poet further illustrates
his philosophic acutcness, ami takes the oppor-
tunity of expressing his loyalty to bis eminent
poetical predecessor. "This passage in Milton,"

the note runs.

Morr- art books are. toward. The Rev. J. Burns
has written a volume of \u25a0"The Christ Face in
Art," to bo published, of course, with illustra-
tions There are to be new books on Delacroix
and the Van Eycks, and Professor Gardner is to
brintr out a study of "Six Greek Sculptors." The
Century Company will add to its scries of vol-
umes of wood engravings by Timothy Cole one
on "<>ld Spanish Masters.'' with text by Charles
H. Cuffin, and notes by the engraver.

tached to th< Ftencli legation at Teh. ran. ;md

\^.•!'-\u25a0 privileged to visit places inaccessible t.. the
ordinary tourist.

Chattn ft Windus, the London publ i .
have projected a series of volumes t-. be issued
under the general ?it:< of "The New Mediseval
Library-" ' '; t!i(1 early volumes in this
tlon ..; uttl \u25a0 >mpositions "f the past th^
first Ls Christine de Pisan's "The Book of the
I>;jk<' of True Lovers," no-.v first translati
ti:.- unique MS. In the Middle French, pr< I
in the British Museum, with notes arid an in-
troduction by Alice Kemp Welch, and the lyrics
translated Into the original metres by Mr. Eric
Madagan and Mr. Lanrenc* Binyon. Six photo-
gmvurca reproduce tho Uluroinationa found i^i

the US. The second volmne— "Of the Tumbler
of our Lady, and Other Miracles"

—
contains the

first translation from th. MS. preserved at
Soissons, only the firs-t of the nine nairarh s here
recorded !u.\inK hitherto been doae Into l'.'-^-
lish. Tlie third vohune in the series is a n?-w

edition of the first EngHsa version of th-J

metliff-val romance .ntitled "Thr Lady of Vergi."
translated from the Middle French by Alice
Knmp Welch, ami originally isswed in 1903.
"The Lady of Vergf* went out of print as soon
a,s it was published, and has been considerably

revised for the iresent edition.

which no graver will approach. To a mind of
any imagination a picture, however well exe-
cuted of Shelley's Fkyiark or ft ordsworth s
daffodils is an offence. Yet these are objects
possible to \u25a0 •.\u25a0\u25a0• When, more ambitious,

he peeks to fadorn with cuts" "Paradise Lost.

as .\u25a0:•\u25a0\u25a0 did. he becomes a blasphemer.

Th»» Flaxman outlines to Homer (or Pope) maj

be an .... but most men. we think, pret.-r

to be without their.. In novels. a?a.n. what

artist has ever been able to embody, so as to be
satisfactory to admirers, th<- creatures of lie

Btorv teUer? Ifit can be done. Itmust be only

where the story is very comedy, notJo say

farce It Is rumored th:it the mass.-- think or

illustrate his own books one would hope for a

hanr-V re«uit But d^s he pet it? Kurr!>. if

ever Thackeray Bucceeded pretty well n Pr,.-

lfMiie but his Bcratches are too amateurish

for^the Sore serious books. He wroteJmucd
b -aer than he drew. Against I»u Maurierjno

roch accusation can hold, and he is probably th"

most^acoessrul author-krtlst on record. B«£
alas!-in spite of Trilby "b.^rns." .n spite of the
'ftVf'at P.'irts of his books have charm-he
drew much better than he wrote

{A

. -
...r to Wo \u25a0

?',lronv ilia«U-" occupi'd by the heroine and
•;ir--Vava^r "the wild man.- Basle and the
tVc'rrv ar^ all right. The heroine, for those
!vt, < fn abide

'
I'hizV women, is not amiss but

r tnla ahupe pair of mutton chop whiskers.

r;i..,.r.' outward appearance^
this case U:,t

5 £Z
h^shsop?oudr of his i£3* that he would not

'wnt'v°f"w^ to^e of s^ice.iand therefore
[/. wore none." And therefore, we suPPo.«e.
-I'hiz' gave him a pair.

S^^™Fhb-C^^ed MC^^
?-tnwni

P
be is'u^ four volumes, and. as in the

JLTof th' Memoirs, it will be the first com-

r.tefe edition ever issued in English.

„_- -rvoiA-TZCyS OF LIFK. By U. Charlton
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fhe 810 of the battle over the origin of life

tas alncist died away from the ears of most

perscES. That battle began to rage in Europe

while the Civil War was at its height in this

count."- T:.1..- rray account to some extent for

the relatively emaH hold it gained on the inter-

ests z.:.*- j»assior.s of Americans. IX>wn to the

time when the combatants across the Atlantic

irlthdrew (ram the strife in the open, leaving

\u2666he public with the certain impression that the

»pre&t Pasteur and the less great but more fas-

c:sating Tyncall had settled the problem for all
,.

Eie our countrymen were absorbed with Re-

construction and had scant time for biology.

""herefv're, those Americans "who found pleasure

fa the study of life did not return to their fa-

w-ite theme until Pasteur's "overwhelming

aeajcmstxalloii*' of the absurdity of Spontaneous

Generation had
—

n ratified by the British As-

Bociallon and had become a dogma of science

Ir.spite, then, of the influence religious prepos-

sessions' naturally exerted upon the scientific
opinion of American laymen, nearly everybody

outside a small circle of distinguished amateurs

fcajuicitly believes that, whatever the primitive

nrooesses of genesis
-

ay be, they are certainly

not processes bringing forth living:befaaßi from
totally inorganic matter. Indeed, to many pcr-

snns. the theory of the inorganic origin of life

runes a pure logical contradict ion; for. they

car, whatever produces life is thereby itself
Bring.
;. must he confessed that this piece of ap-

parent Quibbling :s doS without force, for. in or-

der to discus? intelligently whether life arises

from inorganic matter or not, we must set
spon some convenient definition of lif<*. The
difficulty of doing this adds both confusion and

'iQHEricy to the great and vexed controversy.

Scientists, however, have found a modus ritmdi

by narrowjr-.g the problem of spontaneous gen-

fration down to this question: Do bacteria d.-

velop In perfectly isolated Suids which, after
sterilization, show absolutely no trace of the

presence of bacteria, their fissions or their gem-

If they do, ......... shall
p_> called spontaneous generation, or Areheti-
osis. It h- in this highly limited but legitimate

sense of the phrase that Professor Bastian lias
spoken of the "creation" of organic life in his
rresent highly technical investigation. The old-

time opponent of Pasteur and Tyndall, in striv-
ing to refute the dogma established by these
eTsinert rr.cn over thirty years ago, explicitly
says that he regards the remains of organists
«hkr; have undergone solution (by boiling) as

"dead matter"; and be adds that, "if,in a solu-

tion thus formed, the evidence were to point to

the dr noro therein of living units, m* might

quite legitimately f=peak of it as a process of

Axcbebiosis.*" As this view is the same one that

Pasteur !>!d when, in his famous memoir, he

eoaght to disprove -; \u25a0 \u25a0..:.• as genera Pro-
fessor Bastion's demonstrations are a fair reply

to those who criticised him so severely marsy

vtars ago. But his conclusion that there are
-_•.\u25a0\u25a0 in which, after all

rJcro-org.'ir.!?rr.« Lave been killed off by ex-
posure to high temperatures, new organisms ap-

;*araad multiply,must not be taken as a proof

of spontaneous c*r»eraiK»n in •.•;::.-

qualified sense of this phrase.
There will probably never be cither a demon-

stration cr a disproof of the rise of organisms

from totally inorganic matter; for recent phys-

ical discoveries have shown too clearly the in-

Bdible
complexity of the smallest particles of

\u25a0^ risible through... powerful micro-
be. From the molecule the physicist has be^-n

l^r •.en backward in his dissection of matter to

the atom, zz.i from the atom to its thousands
"<z.i. perhaps hundreds of thousands of planet-

!ik» corpuscles. In comparison with these sys-

teas, the bacteria at which the biologist peers
£.re leviathans of the first magnitude, and th' y

ciibe regarded as the lowest form of life on!y

bypure assumption. Nevertheless, noV>dy ought

to -sderrate the importance of the fact Professor
Kalian seems row definitely to have established
iit^r a lifetime of experimentation. It is ex-
ceedingly significant, for both th'-ory and prac-
tice, that bacteria ari.*e ibacteria-free sub-
«acces without the assistance and parentage of
'-cniogeneo'js organisms or thot of any complex-

es which can Le recognized as analogous to or-
Cf-L'tins In Btructure and behavior. The startling
fir.Uarity between the crystallizing process In
liberals arid the genesis of typical forms of bac-

teria in fluids is made even more startling by

Professor Ba.niar.'s investigations. It suggests

Oat perhaps the rr.u'h vaunted doctrine of he-
r*^.y is a rriscorii- jai'in.and that, at least in
•ts srjnitive form^, life takes on its variety and

Its epecies t»lely by virtue of some ex-

t<*diag!y pxiasitive formative or crystallizing
t'Sdeaey is &J! matter.

hostility thia suggestion has aroused in
~-acy reputable bacteriologists and biologists i^"
<^c. cl coarse, to the revolutionary effect it has
tqwo all current theories of heredity, mutation.
jcaßtagi-

-
an^ so cr.. Put. before we join in con-

P^noing Prnf^psor Bartian as a deluded scien-
li?t,it will be well to read his hook car' fully,
\u25a0•'itt a view to «eeirig whether his facts and his
K£fcare shakier or firmer tlian those of his ad-

'crsar.es. nig p.-is:raiistic ideas a.bout the. non-

fill: ORIGIN OF LIFE.
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4n /• ad Contrilmtion to the

Problem of Genesis.

Not long a^o Mr. Bertram Dobell, the lucky
Liondon searcher after literary rarities, was fort-
unate enough to discover an old manuscript
copy of sir PhilipSidney's "Arcadia." Recently
he has obtained a second manuscript copy, and,
writingabout it in "The Athenaeum," he notes
that the evidence furnished by the two manu-

Captain A. T Mahan has brought together in
'

iapers >!\u25a0 monstrating ti: '
:• ary ,ti.1 righteous part played m modern

S '\u25a0• : !":i«i<-r th<- title Of "SOIIM
.\._v. i-,! Aspects of War" the work will jiri-s-
entlj be published by Little, Brown A: Co.

Benjamin of Tudela was a resolute traveller
who hi the twelfth century, on< hundred years

Marco Polo, visited Rome, Constanti-
nople. Palestine, Bagdad and Cairo. His "lira-
entry

"
has I-in translated and annotated by Mr.

Man \u25a0..- X. Adler, fr< ::. tin H< brew texi in the
British Museum, and this new version is pres-
ently to !••\u25a0 issued by Mr. Henry Frowde

The Arthur H. Clark Company, of Cleveland.
announces a biography of 1>r. John Mi I^>u.£rhlin.
by Prederick V Holman. I»r. Mtl^ou^lilin was
tho pioneer of the Northwest, familiarly known
as "The Father of Oregon." This book about
him will be freely illustrated with j>ortraits and
documents.

LITERARY NOTES.

Praise for the Illustrator —and Some
Criticism.

From The London Saturday Review.
In these days: of copious and too often care-

less Illustration a great many people prefer to
take their text unadorned, neat, bo to speak,
without sugar. Bad pictures to a. text are cer-
tainly much worse than none at all; but abusus
nor. tolUt Bsum. Though some illustrators are
irritatingly bad, though their team has a ter-
rible ""tail,"" there are great names on the list,
Hogarth, Turner, Jiillais. and a multitude of
excellent workers. Cruikshank, "Phiz," Leech,
Mac Use and Cattcrmole. As for the very su-
per "or beings who do not care for books with
pictures, they may be neglected. While human
nature remains as it is, it will retain a good
deal of the baby.

Illustration has been mo«t lavishly scattered
on the two branches of literature that need it
least

—
poetry and novels. These, if of any in-

trinsic worth, will produce a mental lrnpre&d/Ts

PICTURE BOOKS.
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