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Colorado Had Its Chance Too

the French thus turned t«> sugar U-ets because
A they were driven todo so^ itwas qmte otherwise in

Colorado now the leading American State m beet
sugar production. About eight

years aj;<>. J"hn F. Campion s.;t

in his officein Denver, and in an
idle moment carelessly began
turning the pages of a pamphlet
on sugar beet production that
ha<l been sent him by the De-
partment of Agriculture. He
was a mining man. and was not
interested ;n sugar-^beyond the
lump or two he always wanted
in his morning tup .>f c<>tTee.

lie had received thousands oi
pamphlets from the Department

<\u25a0! Agriculture and other Govern-
ment divisions in the coarse oi
his lifetime, but had never read
a line in one of them. Who
shall say why he read this one?
Was it Hind chance, or was it
unalterable destiny? Upon the
reading of that particular pum-
phlet by that particular man de-
pended' the establishment in
Colorado of an industry that :n
sis. years h;is t«» be the
most important manufacturing
industry in the state, that sup-
ports its most important agricul-
tural specialty, that rails !\u25a0 r
the investment of many millions
of dollars, gives profitable em-
ployment t" thousands of per-
sons, am! that promises ulti-
mately to do away with the
necessity for the importation >>t
a single |*»und of sugar it'-zn
foreign countries.

When Campion had finished
reading the pamphlet, he started
at the first page and read .;

again. Then he vent :•\u25a0 the
Department of Agriculture f< r
every word that had been pub-
lished by th« Government «>n the
subiect of suirur l.eet>. For -:x

fl«i\vs «\u25a0! greasy, oleaginous

fluid, or by real volumes of foul smelling and
highly inflammable ims.

It seems incredible that through the lifetime of a
genera sitli water was esteemeil "t infinitely
more value in West Virginia than crude petroleum:
and not for years after the outbreak "t tin- oil fever
in Northern Pennsylvania did the Southern salt
producers awaken to a realization "i' the fact that
they had been throwing away fortunes. Had the
shrewd old Quakers fn>m Philadelphia who were
responsible for the exploitation "t" the Pennsylvania
oil fields happened to pass through the Kanawha
Valley forty years before the war. that st real would
hold "the place in the history •\u25a0\u25a0•:•\u25a0\u25a0
petroleum occupied by Oil (reek nd the Allegheny
River. The blindness of the West Virginia salt
producers is one of the rare ........
refusal or inability to take advantage of theoppor-
tunities that chance or accident places in their way.
Their conduct is, in a way, comparable to that <>t a
man quarrying sandstone who should deliberately
throw away as worthless a vein of high grade gold
producing ore. They refused to cash the checks
placed in their hands by prodigal dame Fortune.

Regeneration ..\u25a0• a Commonwealth

Tl HREhas been nomore important and significant
agricull ur.il development in recent .\u25a0\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0•

rise of the Carhpl>ell system "t" ''.dry farming." an
adaptation of farming fm'«'-thods to semi-arid crmili-
tions; making possible the profitable cultivation of

mi:. the forty-acre patch yielded a good crop, while

the'twohundred land sixty acres didnot pavexpenses.
These paradoxical results on the same lands, in

the same and succeeding years, prepared in the
same manner and under apparently identical con-
dition's, started him thinking, and led to the be-
ginning of the long series of investigations and ex-

.\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0• in scientific soil culture that has brought
to pass the agricultural revolution that is now peo-
pling the desolate plains <\u25a0! Wyoming. Colorado,

Western Kansas. Nebraska; nd Oklahoma; New
Mexico, and the Texas Panh: ndle^whose only oc-

cupants since the passing of the red men and the
buffalo have l>een the Occident ants and the prairie
dogs with here and there a straggling bunch of
slu-.-p or cattle.

It" Campbell had been burned <'Ut only twice in-

stead of three times in Vermont! if he had.turned
prospector instead of tanner in Dakota, it his crops
had never failed in the James River Valley, <t it the
failure had been uniform over his whole farm in the
same season] the system of dry farm would never

have been heard of. and the,"«reat belt of territory
between the "lie hundredth meridian and the foot-
hills <>t' the Rocky Mountains might have l>een con-
demned t<> centuries m<ire "t unproductive aridity.
Thus slender is the thread of circumstance uj>on
which tends the welfare <>t commonwealths.

It would require a lively imagination t.> conceive
of any possible connection between the Xaj>ol«>nic
wars that convulsed Europe I.>r a quarter <>t a cen-
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