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MANY ARE SKEPTICAL.
To those who are skeptical as to the feasibility

of any concerted movement or rising of the

Moslems in various parts of the world, and at

points co far apart as Morocco, on the shores
of the Atlantic, and the Mahometan provinces

of China, on the shores of the Pacific, it may bo

pointed out that the most extraordinary feature

of the order of the Senoussi is Its wonderful
organization, its solidarity and discipline These
resemble but are fax superior to those of the

Christian order of the Jesuits. It is estimated
that the order numbers about thirty millions,

that is to say, a third of the total number of

the .faithful. The greater portion of these,
being more or less subject to Christian powers,
dream of nothing but the universal empire

promised by the Koran. The feeling of Intense
hatred against the Christian is deeply engrafted

in their hearts, and whether latent or eruptive,

the work which Roes on in connection therewith
is continuous and lasting. They are prepared
whenever tho order comes to embark upon a
struggle with civilized nations in a holy war
without truce or mercy against unbelievers and
against all those who covenant with the Infidel.

"Thou ehalt be In the hands of nidi Mo-
hammed as a dead body In the hands of a corpse

washer." Such Is the form of initiation into the
Senoussi order, and it indicates the character
of the discipline enforced and of the blind obedi-
ence accorded to the grand master. The latter
has his representatives and agents everywhere,
not only at the courts of Moslem rulers, ouch
as the Khedive and the Sultan of Turkey and
cf Morocco, but even in European capitals, and
it Is known that some fifteen or eighteen years
ago a Senoussl emissary was actually able to
purloin from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

the Quai d'Orsay. at Paris, a document of a
compromising character furnishing evidence of
the activity of the order In Algeria.

The members of the order, whose names are
carefully registered, owe unquestioning obedi-
ence, in thd first place, to the mokkadem, that la

to ear, the rector of the community of tho con-
vent district. The mokkadem is in his turn

subject to the agha. or dean, whose immediate
superior is the babkil. or apostolic prefect of tho
province. The grand master corresponds with

his subordinates by means of relays of special
messenger*, who in confidential cases convey

verbal messages only. But he has still more
rapid means of communication at his command.
These are of a mysterious character, and have
given rise to much speculation on the part of
European scientists, without anything definite
being ascertained about the matter.

PERFECTED . PLANS.
To euch perfection are they carried, however,

that- the Bedouins of the Pyramids of Gheezeh.
near Cairo, announced the massacre of Colonel
Sir Herbert Stewart's party at Merawl and the

fall of Khartoum nearly a full week before the
official news of it reached Cairo by wire from
Dongola. In the same way the bombardment of
Berber, the surrender of Toker and the massacre
at Sinkat were known in the bazaars at Cairo
long before the news was received by the Anglo-
Egyptian authorities in the Khedival capital.

The Turkish, Egyptian. Tunisian and Moorish
governments have all been most liberal ingrant-
ing subsidies, lands and fiscal immunities to the
houses of the order, the doctrines of which are
of the most intolerant character, prohibiting,
among other things, the use of tobacco and of
strong drink. Khedive. Abbas, who. in spite of
his European education

—
possibly in consequence—

obeys all these precepts, is not merely a
devout but even a fanatic believer In the tenets
of El Senoussi. His aversion to the foreigner is
not limited to the English, but extends to every-
thing that is not Moslem.

With the prospect of a holy war in the near
future, Kngland \u2666innot afford to have a ruler of
his type in command of Its line of communica-
tions with India. Deaf to the repeated warn-
ings Of Lord Cromer. the last of which was pub-
licly offered in that great statesman's remark-

able farewell speech at the opera house just
before he left Cairo, the hour of his deposition

has at length struck. The patience of Great
Britain Is exhausted, and in the same way that
it was a Liberal and anti-imperialistic admin-
istration, under Gladstone, that instituted tho
military occupation of Egypt in 1882 it is again
a Liberaladministration, under Sir Henry Camp-
bell-Bannerman, which Is now about to deprive
the Khedive of his throne. Itis in prevision of
this that the Duke of Connaught has been ap-
pointed High Commissioner— that is to say,

virtual Viceroy
—

or the Land of the Nile.
EX-ATTACHE.

THE HOLY WAE.
This holy war, or johnd. po ions looked for

by the followers of the Prophet, and which not
even the Turkish sultana In the hours of their

direst necessity and of their greatest danger have
dared to call forth, is at length about to be pro-

claimed by orders of the only man who ac< ord-
ina: to Koranic tradition and propheo is qual-

. •
i take euch a step, namely, the Maha
:-.. Senoassi el Mahdi, head of the gr

most powerful and remarkably organized re-
ligious order In the world. It has been for hun-
dreds <.<f years a matter of Mahometan belief
that a revival of the faith of-the Prophet would
be brought about by a Messiah who was to
oko -k- | is appearance in the L3ooth year ol the
Hegira. that is. ISS3. His father's name waa
to be Mohammed, !>is mother's Fatima. Sldl Mo-
hammed el Senoussl fulfils all these conditions.
He attained his majority In 1883, and before tne

death In that year of his father, founder of the
SenoussJ order, was solemnly proclaimed by Wm
:i=; th.^ true Messiah, or E! Mahdi. by which ap-

orj he is now known throughout the Ma-
hometan world. It may be urged that, sin •\u25a0

Mohammo<i el Benoussi claims Ii I
Mahdi. he must have regard) i th< two Soudan-
ese mahdis as frauds. This is a mistake.

The Koran distinctly states that several
mahdis would arise simultaneously the
chief one. but that they would In the end dis-
appear or submit to him. It haa been with tne
object of v« rifylngthis prophecy That Mohammed

oussi has during the last quarter
century called forth inahdis In the Ten*
the Mahometan provinces of China, as well as
In the Soudan Tha» the two mahdta
ICfle wore in everything subservient to Mo-
hammed el Seiioussi is shown by a number ot

In the first ptau s, Gordon's slayer. Mob in

Achmed el Mahdi ami his successor, wb
defeated by Lord Kitchener at Omdurman.
both belonged to the Sid: Ahd el Kadr ellDJl-
lani fraternity, which Is one of the most direct

afflllati :
'

E issl ordei and
• l subservient to Ita grand n

Th«-;n too Mohammad Achmed did not c
be the true Mahdi, but merely the forerunner.
tn^ St. John the Baptist, of the Moslem Mes-

Finally. tour of the chief leaders of the

Mahdist army at Omdurman w«n i«-i lonels of
th- Khedival army. who. compromised by th->

Arab! insurrection at Cairo In 1882, fled aner
their defeat at the battle of Tel-f1-Keblr.
Tvt v

-
Libyan desert to Jerboub, where, after re-

maining with ci Senoossl for a couple of year?

they proceeded to Join the Oosjaanaas Mahdi at
Omdurn;an. on the Nile.

and they reached London just before KingEd-
ward went abroad and had his interviews with
Emperor William at Wilhelmshohe, and w.th
Emperor Francis Joseph at Ischl.

REPORTS OF HIS DEATH.
Perhaps purposely reports had been circulated

for three years past to the effect that Sidi Mo-

hammed el Mahdi. grand master of the great

Order of the Senoussi and son of its founder,
had died at Gouro. a point between "Wadi and
Lournou. To devout Moslems the news was *
source of bitter disappointment and sorrow, as
he had been regarded as the Moslem Messiah.
who was destined one day to rid Islam of the
Christian yoke, rendering Islam master over the
entire world. England, France, the Netherlands
and all those countries possessed of dependen-
cies inhabited by Mahometans breathed a sign
of relief, regarding his demise as constituting the
elimination of a great peril—of a menace which
they had come to regard as a species or" night-
mare. The secret was well kept, for his move-
ments, even prior to his aljeged death had been
Involved In the same amount of mystery as
those of his father, the founder of the order,
and. like him. he followed the example of Moses
of old when he came down from the Mount in
veiling his face from his followers.

Ami now there comes a letter signed by his
nephew, Sidi Ahmed Bherif, acting chief of the
order sin^o the disappearance, two years ago, of
the Senoassi Mahdi, announcing that the latter
has reappeared; that he has been not dead, but
merely absent on a long and secret journey;
thai he ha? sh6wn himself to the faithful in the
neighborhood of Abeschr. the capital of Wadai.
garbed as a deYvlali and livingamong a flock
of gazelles, and that the hour of the jehad of
ridding the Moslem of the Christian yoke was
at hand.

This information, contained in letters bearing
the official seal of Sidi Ahmed Sherif. has been
sent to all the monasteries and settlements of
the order, to all its representatives in Epypt,
Tunis. Aiqeria. Morocco, in Central Africa, in
Arabia, Turkey, Central Asia. China. India, the
Dutch East Indies and the Philippines, to be
proclaimed to the faithful. The letters have
been read publicly, and all Islam is agog over
the reappearance of the Moslem Messiah who
is to head the great army of the followers of
the Prophet in the holy war.

That this is contemplated is indicated, among

ether things, by the announcement issued
through the semi-official press at Berlin, whirh
draws its inspiration from the German Foreign
Office, and which publishes nothing without tho
Chancellor's consent, to the effect that King
Edward had discussed at Wilhelmehohe with
the Kaiser the necessity of adopting certain
measures of a very radical nature in Egypt. it
belsg further intimated that England was anx-
ious that the Emperor should refrain from giving
any support to the protests which might be
nade by the Sultan at Constantinople. Khedive
Abbas is aware of the.fate by which he Is
threatened, and instead of spending his time
quietly at Evian, on the Lake of Geneva, as he
has sees in the habit of doing each year when
visiting Europe, he has been travelling about
between Vienna, Berlin and Paris, making vain
efforts to obtain interviews with the Emperors
of Austria and of Germany. The Kaiser, ordi-
narily so accessible, has until now refrained on
various pretexts from receiving him. The Khe-
dive has not been to London and. although at
Vienra when Kin? Edward was at Marlenbad.
refrained from callingupon him.

England's intentions: with regard to the Khe-
dive are prompted not only by his constantly

Brovioc hostility toward the British protectors
of his country, who have rescued It from the
lotr«st depths of ruin, bankruptcy and despair,
end converted it into a prosperous and wonder-
fully thriving principality, but also by the <ils-
covfry of his intrigues with the Senoussi order,
which is once more booming threatening. Both
the Khedive and the Sultan have a!! along been
EUJtp^rt*.«i of Kenoucmi affiliation*. But now the
English government he« obtained proof of the
complicity ofAbbas Pasha in the projected Mos-
•an J«*had, which has for its object the expul-
sion of the foreigner from all Mahometan
countries. The proofs have come in the shape of
letters conveyed by a special envoy from All
t>lnar. Sultan of Dai-fur, addressed to the Sirdar.
General Sir Reginald Wingate. and Slatin Pasha.
*>Pth cf them trusted friends of AllDinar. These
tetters, containing incontrovertible evidence of
the complicity of Khedive Abbas in the projected
riHinc of t*e Moslems against the Christians in
all parts of the world, were considered of such
pravn import that they -were forwarded post-
hasta from Khartoum to England by a special
'•••-^-\u25a0.i.' • ... the person of an Engllah officer.

SCOTT, no matter how big the orders that are

placed abroad by the imperial "War Depart-
ment, it will require a minimum of five years,

and more
—

probably nice or ten years— to com-

plete tad perfect this new armament; all the
mc to when the fact is taken into considera-
tion thit the empire is confronted by serious

financial problems, and that there may be some
difficulty about obtaining with any degree of

rar-j's:ty the money needed for this vast under-
taking. While it is Inprogress Japan will not

cream ofembarking upon warfare with any for-

eign power. In fact, she willbe ready to go to

almost Eny length in order to avoid an inter-

national conflict until the equipment of her
army is completed. That is why there is little

to fear from the Japanese inthe next ten years,

and why the assurances that Dai Nippon Is bent
upon a struggle with the United States in the

near future may be discredited.

JAPAN'S AMBITION.
Not but what in years to come this country

may find itself compelled to try conclusions
with the island empire, and those who fondly

Imagine that this could be avoided by the aban-
donment of the Philippines or their sale to the

Mikado are entirely mistaken. No American
withdrawal from the archipelago could elimi-

nate the danger of a war with Japan ten or

fifteen years fcence— thst is to say, after she has

completed the rearmament of her military

forces. The object which the Japanese have in

view, and their ultimate aim. is the naval and

commercial mastery of the Pacific, and this is

something to which Uncle Sam can never sub-

mit With his immense Pacific seaboard, and

with his ever growing trade and industry, he

cannnt. either on political or on economic

grounds, permit the Land of the Rising Sun to

6ominate at his expense the great ocean.
Itis not from the Far Orient, but rather from

the Near East, that the next international prob-

lem will come, to threaten the peace of the civil-

ized world. Great events are impending

throughout the Moslem world, especially inAra-

Ma and over the whole of Northern and Cen-

tral Africa. The present troubles In Morocco,

serious though they be in all conscience, are a

mere feature in the game, and there Is no doubt

that the civilized world is on the eve of the

greatest Moslem uprising that has been known

for centuries. England, France, Germany. Rus-

sia End Italy are all preparing for it. Itis now
known to have formed the subject of conversa-
tion between Edward VIIand Emperor William

when they met at Wilhelmshohe. and before it

is over It is possible that several Moslem rulers

willhave been driven from their thrones.

That, indeed, is the meaning of the appoint-

ment of King Edward's brother, the Duke of

Connauirht. the only field marshal on the active

list of the British army, to the post of comman-
der in chief and high commissioner of the Brit-
ish possessions in the Mediterranean and of

Egypt and the Soudan. It is well known that
the duke was at first reluctant to accept the
post, believing- that it would prove to be of a
mere ornamental character. He did not care to

exile himself for eight months of the year from

England, from his beautiful home in London, at

Clarence House, and from his charming coun-

try seat at Bushy Park, from all his friends and
associates, to cut himself off from all inter-
course with hirrelatives, if there were nothing

to io beyond maintaining a species of vice-
regal court at Malta Itwas only when he was
informed regarding the conditions by which the

British government is confronted, when he was
mace aware of the danger that threatens the
rule of England and all other European Inter-
ests in the Levant and InNorthern Africa, when

is realized that his sen-ices were likely to be

reeded as a commander and as an administra-
tor, that he yielded and decided upon breaking
up his establishment in England and taking up
his residence at Maltashortly after Christmas.

KHEDIVE MAY GO.
The nature of the services that are likelyto be

required of the duke early next year is suffi-
ciently indicated by his being invested with the
powers not only of a commander In chief but
S-leo of a lord high commissioner— is to say,

•with powers enabling him to assume in case of
necessity supreme military and civil control

—
in

Egypt Now, till*eventuality could only arise
In the case of the deposition of the present

Khed've.

Universal Mahometan Uprising May

Folloxc,Many Think.
Japcr. has just given the most convincing

croof of the fact* that she Intends to remain

at peace for the next five,and possibly ten. rears,
by the official announcement that she will re-

arjn t},e whole of her army. Its present equip-

meut"£iiTnw rifles, swords and bayonets alike—
<s concerned as obsolete, despite the splendid

work v. hicb the Mikado's soldiers did therewith

la the recent war with Russia! It will, of
course, be impossible for Japan to manufacture

the whole of the vast quantity of arms required,

arid negotiations are already in progress with

the view to laein£ large orders In Germany,

Prance and England. Machine guns will figure

extensively in these orders, as the military au-

thorities of Tokio propose to make a much
larger use thereof in future warfare than has

hitherto been the case, and it is intended thai

each company of infantry should possess two of

these guns.
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WHITE HEN WORK FOE BLACKS.
Many extraordinary facts regardinp tho position

of the natives In tho Transvaal are given In a
perils of reports just Issued by the Transvaal
Land Owners' Association says a dispatch to "The
London Express." ,

"It ha 3become a'.iite a common practice for
white m«n to plnuph land for natives. The latter
pay the former bo much an acre.

A decided advance Is noticeable amon* the
natives a3 regards their method of cultivation. in
former venrs most of th. land was tilled In-
women who' used the hoe-practically their only
Implement of agriculture— at present ItIs
(, nt, comnron to pee the men cultivating with
ploughs drawn by either oxen or donkeys."

Another of the commissioners writes: 'The rapid

strides the natives are kin? toward civilization
and the eagerness they di.-play In endeavoring to
learn to read and write have of late become very

marked. Iregret to have to say It.but it appears
to me that the native children, as regards educa-
tion are comparatively advancing more rapidly

than the children of the poorer white*in the out-

most of the stadts visited a large
number of boys are away at work. In fact, in
some stadts Ifound only the women and old men.
all the younger men being away." writes another
C°'i;

F«om
1
con

ryer
yer9ation with the nativfs they all state

their willingness to work. but. an formerly stated
In my report, not underground. They also strongly
object to being recruited, as they without excep-

tion all state that they have been cheated by labor
a°?nts Touch an extent that they prefer to go and

fook for work by themselve?. a9a9 tf.^n they willknow
exactly what work they will have to do and what
the remuneration willbe."

Dealing with the native rut tax. the same writer
says- "Inote the government no longer charges
a native anything more than £2 extra for the second
wife By this Imean that a native with four wives
pays the' same as a native with two. Until recent-
ly this, of course, was different He had to pay
for every wife above one."

It Is pointed out thatWith regard to agriculture, it is pointed out that

the first sowing of the winter crop of Kaffir corn
has been destroyed by locusts, which has necesi-

tited a Into fifcond sowing. • Unfortunately, a num-
ber of farmers of the Hljwoner clues have been
unable to purchase a second supply- or seed.

Owing to immunity from horse sickness by in-
oculation, mules are increasing, and are now gen-
erally used for transport purposes, replacing don-
keys, which were largely used after the war.

This season the game generally has increased.
This is especially the case with koodoo, stelnbuck,
pheasant and guinea fowl. "-."."

Wild dogs are increasing, and complaints are con-
stantly being made, more particularly from natives,

of losses of goats and fheep killed by theso ani-
mals. -J

EXCUSABLE.
"Isuppose," remarked the coy widow, "that you

aro not an advocate of early marriages?"

"Oh, yes, Iam," replied the scanty haired bach-
6

"Then." continued the c. w., "why is It you are
still a bachelor?" „ .*

"That's quite another matter. answered tne

bachelor "The only marriages Ibelieve in are
early ones, because there Is loan excuse for
youthful Urn. "—Chicago News.

A policy by which everybody over sixty will

be pensioned off by the state will attract Im-

migrants from the Continent Trade unionists

perceived thie, and are careful to limit the sys-

tem advocated by their congress to British born

or naturalized workers. It is doubtful ifany

effective safeguards can be established against

foreign Invasion of the working quarters. Pop-

lar has been an illustration on a small scale of

the evils of Indiscriminate relief on socialist

lines. With a lax and wasteful administration
of the poor law a metropolitan suburb, where
employers were driven out by excessive taxa-

tion and property owners were crushed under

the burden of increasing rates, was overcrowded
with paupers who swarmed in from adjacent

boroughs and all portions of England and the

Continent. What happened there may be re-

peated on a large scale in the kingdom if the

British Treasury assumes full responsibility of

sexagenarians and the Indigent poor. Immi-

gration Willbe powerfully stimulated IfEngland

becomes a refugo for pensioners where nobody

is expected to work after sixty. The most In-

ferior clauses of labor and poverty will be

drained off from the Continent to be naturalized
here and pensioned off in due time at the ex-
pense of income tax payers. These results are

not anticipated by the advocates of pensions,

but It willba most difficult to provide against

them by legislation. Crude socialism "on the
cheap," without thrift or economy on the part

of the recipients of state bounty, is likely to

prove as dear a luxury for taxpayers as It will
be unsettling and degrading to communities of
self-reßpectlng workmen. I- N. P.
I r^

— "

$2,950 FOR A "STRAD."

From The London Dally Mail

At Christie's yesterday £590 was paid for a
violin by Antonio Strndtvurl. of Cremona. The
"Strad" is a well preserved and representative ex-
ample of the best period of the great maker's
work bearing. th« original label, with date 1703.
e.'\fi there was k^ri competition for its possession.

Numerous objects of vertu and bijouterie also
claimed th« attention of collectors, the greatest
attraction belrgf a little Highland pebble seal. <»n-
cTQve'd with a coat-of-arms. and gold mounted,
wh'rh formerly belonged to Robert Burns. This
notable relic of the Highland poet fetched £210.
while a fine miniature of Marie Louise, by FUger,
brought £357.

At Sotheby's interest centred in an old Roman
relic consisting of the right arm and hand of a
silver figure of Victory, detached from one of the

standards of the Sixth Legion. It was found In a
quarry near to Rochester In 1821; it realized £120.

Universal Pensions at Sixty
—

A De-
moralizing Policy.

London, September 11.
Trade union socialism will not be a cheap

luxury. Mr. Barnes's scheme of a weekly pen-
sion of five shillings for every one over sixty
having received the unanimous approval of the
congress at Bath Is now before the country

as the minimum demanded by working Eng-

land. Statisticians and politicians have got out
their slates and have carried the cost into
the region of higher mathematics. There has
been no census since 1001. when the number
over sixty exceeded 3.238.000. and 3,500.000 is
now an approximate estimate. When a liberal
reduction is made for the number who would
not apply for pensions, the annual expense of
a national system of insurance against old
age runs up to £40,000,000. The trade union-
ists did not attempt to explain at Bath how this
scheme was to be financed. They considered the
ways and means a detail for Treasury experts,
and were content with formulating a demand for

universal pensions. Advanced socialists did not
oppose them, yet made no secret of the fact that
they regarded five shillings as too low a weekly
pension, and that ten shillings would be a just

and necessary allowance for the retired, super-
annuated workman. That would carry the cost
up to £90,000,000— figures BO startling as to Rive
Income taxpayers a cold chill. Even the "irre-

ducible minimum" of five shillings will involve
a surtax of two shillings on the pound over and
above the shilling now Imposed, or the nine-
pence on incomes below £1,000.

Mr. Asquith has opened the way for the trade
unionist campaign for pensions by earmarking
a portion of 'the surplus revenues as a reserved
fund for the relief of veteran workers. Mod-
erate Whig as he is, he has marie himself re-
sponsible for the most radical policy proposed
from the Treasury since Sir William Harcourt
increased the grip of the Dead Hand. He has

not committed himself to any definite sum as
a weekly payment, nor has he undertaken to

forecast the ultimate cost of any comprehensive

system of relief; but he has assumed that pen-

sions are coming and that income taxation and,
death and succession duties are the only avail-
able resources for providing the money required.

License taxation and the taxation of land values

are vaguely suggested by trade unionists as con-
tributory sources: but with the Increased ex-
penditures for education and the municipalities

it is doubtful whether augmented income for

pensions can be expected from that quarter. The

Liberal method of financing pensions must be

consistent with Free Trade, and consequently

direct taxation of incomes, with heavier levies

upon estates passing through the toll house- in

the Ftrand. is the only trustworthy resource for
obtaining the money. This conclusion is con-

firmed by the tactics of the Tariff Reformers.
who now form the majority of the Conservative

party They have not placed themselves in an-

tagonism to pensions. They want the votes of

workingmen for fiscal reform and are anxious
to create the impression among them that pen-

sions cannot be financed under Free Trade and

that radical changes In the tariff system are In-
dispensable.

The trade unionist demand for pensions In

consequently opportune, since neither the Lib-

erals nor the Conservatlv<* are in a position to

reject it as an abstract proposition, it is also

presented cleverly, without estimates of the

number of pensioners or the probable cost,

since the labor politicians are not Inter*
• in

raising difficulties prematurely. Their aim is to

commit both parties to the principle that every

man and woman after sixty Is entitled to « pen-

sion of at least five slilllings as a matter of
right, and they »•!«• willingto co-operate with
one or with the other whenever a practical

method of financing the system Is authorlta-
tlvely proposed. In these circumstances pen-

sions \u25a0re apparently coming without deliberate
calculation of moral effects upon the mass of

workers or the community at large. The Ger-

mans wttfa their superior talent for organisation

have carried a pension system into operation

scientifically, without burdening taxpayers or
discouraging thrift German workmen are forced
to insure themselves against chronic tnvalidism

and old age: employers co-operate with them,

and when the age limit is reached— higher one

than is proposed by the British trade unionists

the state Increases the stipend. There Is

nothing In that pystem to make workers thrift-
less and wasteful or to demoralize a self-re-
specting community. The trade unionist scheme

proclaimed at Bath takes no account of self-
help, temperance and systematic contributions

from recipients. It converts everybody over

sixty into a state elded pauper and cannot fall

to have a most demoralizing effect upon local

communities. Yet it has got into politics in

the crudest possible form, and there it Is likely

to remain until the ways and means of financing

it are found.

CRUDE SOCIALISM.
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