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Employes of the four city departments which i second or third rate office building in such a
. ] 2 Hall of Records, in condition. It is not necessary to even enter the
i place to find evidences of wanton neglect that
Chambers street, about a vear ago, are in open | <t the suberiatendent of any. reputable
revolt against the filthy condition of the marble | ogice bhuilding his job
halls and sumptuous offices of New York's great [ Half a dozen windows on the ("hnnn‘wrs
"I t} o vestibule | street front and as many more overlooking Cen-
From the imposing vestibule | v kin
Hoor, the whole » street are innocent of shades. In their place
gt the main entrance to the top floor, the who ! A ot e oMl have pasted
building is so thick with dust that one can write | spapers agains . glass to protect them-
his name almost anyvwhere, even upon the ma- ‘ es from the the sun shining upon :

the most luxurious offices

pogany furniture

rs who use the public record

J.awyers and oth

gooms in the Surrogates’ d Register's offices
have made written comp its heads of
1hose departments about the dirty condition of
both ti records and the rooms The com-
plaints have been sent on 1 the Borough Presi-

but, the h months have elapsed, nothing

has been done to improve
11 is costing the axpayers no
5 one to

dent

matters.
= less a sumn
than $90.010 a year
this single publie building taken care of, though
an expert appointed by the Board of Aldernien
reported some months ago that under the most
liberal private management the work could be
well done for $36,050 less than it is costing.
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In one of the magnificent courtrooms of the
Furrogates’ deparunent irresponsible visitors
have scratched initials upon one of the massive
©ak tables used by counsel, and several finety
carved oak panels that form part of the mural
decorations in the rear of the judge’'s bencn
have been sadly n by having pieces

souvenir coliecting van

breken off, probably |
dals.
been ordered closed to visitors by Judge Thomas
can

mence. both courtrooms have

In conse

until some bhetter means he found of pre-
wenting further damage.

The building is also s
have been driven out of t
by the tearing down of the
to make way for the city's n¢

Thnough the

opposit

buildings

nal st

more or

ure. departments

less troubicd by these unwelcome visitors, the)
show & decided preference for the record rooins
in the offices of the Corporation Counsel and
those of the Surrogates’ department, where
pricelese documents and court records ire
slored
THIEVES AND VANDAILS
In a number of cases careless workmen have

used the hig polished mahogany desk S
us a fitting place to deposit heavy tools, with
the result that the thin veneer has been barked,
showing the wi » pine fillilng underneath 1§}
and 2 INS ce € loye of the city was
severely rebhn for ing driven com
fron staples into a pis¢ mal ny furr :““
s0 that he might be able Lo atta 1 a padlock
10 it ‘ _
in several » departments, It is asserted

property b¢ to the city, as well ot

personal eff the empioyves, has a habit of
mysteriously disappearing over night. In s}
of complaints, this sort of thing has been al-
lowed to go on for months unchecked

i
|
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But what is most troubling the officials and :
the public th: is in the habit of using t |
building extensively is its disgracefully 1 H

kempt condition, and the fact that rats are
lowed to grow fat upon the bindings of the
court records. The officials of the Surrogates’
office, especially, are much concerned over thi:
destructive work. It is pointed out that many
of the documents are originals of wills, deeds,
executors’ and administrators’ bonds, as well as
decisions regarding large estates, none of which
could be replaced if destroyed. Under the Crim-
inal Code re¢ ibility for their care rests
with the Surrogates, one of whom has personally
complained to the Borough President, but as
syet nothing has been done either to keep the
place clean or to exterminate the destructive
rouents.

An inspection of the Hall of Records made by
a Tribune reporter revealed a condition of af-
fairs that is little short of criminal. Though
this magnificent granite pile cost the city about
$8.000,000 to erect, it would be hard to find a
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on Chambers street a
dder, a pail of water
s leisurely washing the

s through

faces and the draperies of the

ry that fla either side of the

s to tl unicipal }§ wee. He evidently

t vet found time to even sweep down the

e doors with their ornamental bronze

g or the broad steps leading to the en-
trance Half an inch of dust made them look

like the gatewayvs to a deserted warehouse.

A COAT OF DUST.
Immediately inside is the vestibule and foyer
fashioned after that of the Grand Opera in
Paris, all Siena marble broad
staircases leading to the great colonnade on the
second fioor cuted in the same material.

done in The

are

The picture ought to be impressive, but, alas, it

looks tawdr Over all t rich material there
{ is 2 heavy of d smeared here and there
with streal 1wd brightness, where

careless ones tied their fingers or coat
by rubbing against it. The groups of
in the vestibule, one representing the

sleeves

statuary

hase of Manhattan Island and the other
the consolidation of the greater clty, look as
if they were much in need of a bath. 7The fig-
ures have heavy crowns of accumulated dust,
and the condition of their white draperies sug-
gests the laundry
he floor is of mosaic done i1 but no
ne he about it un * was told,
for it is cove with filth and « £ not look as
if It had even a speaking acquaintance with
“a woman and a 1 le door ledges, the

broad banister ¢ and bases of the
colonnade and every eivable place w
dust could find a lodgs« ire filthy beyond =
scription, ar even the dicular w s have
i The chandeliers and light br: 3 4
es that once were te, doubtless intende«
i rich mellow low over the scene of
red ar N+ t black,
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bullding was equi d a cost of S4¢

to work. His staff complained that the quarters
were both cold and damp. It was impossible 1
open the windows they
narrow area of
that had not been « 1
completed. A string of ¢ t
of a long office disappeared after ¥
time ago, and could not afterward be found
accounted for. There is upon this floor ¢

looked
the sid
building was
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re used by the finance ds went t
books and records that is directly over the ma-
chinery in the sub-ceilar. The temperature in
this room is 80 high that the book covers p
up and the binding M€ to pieces
hands

The main floor i8 occupied by the j and
private offices of the Tax Departinent In one

ONE TREE

Life of a Park Birch Saved,
but at What Expense!

It has cost the city $5,000 to save the life of

a single white birch tree in Central Park. The
amount has not been pald In cash: the city
business iz not done in that way. Corporate

stock will be issued for the $35000, and upon a
fifty-year bond, bearing Interest the rate
43% per cent per annum, the money will be bor-
rowed. Every year for half a century the tax-
payers will be called upon to pay an interest
charge of $225 for the saving of this tres Half
a century hence, when the matures,

future generation of taxpayers will h
down iInto their pockets and pay ti
£5,000. Altogether, with principal ar

ar of

bond

ve to go

original

d interest

the saving of this tree’s precious life will cost
the city $182%)
The story of how the life of the iree was

endangered and how it was nobly rescued ought
to be a lasting tribute to the devotion to his
artistic duty of Central Park's landscape ar-
chitect, Famuel Parsons, ir. It also reflects the
greatest possible credit upon the officials of the
Water Department for the part they played in
what might have been a tragedy, ending in the
ultimate death of the tree. To other city de
partnients that have the reputation nr' con-
tinually quarrelling with one another over which
can squander most of the taxpayers’ money the
etory will concluaively prove that there are
ways in which the municipal revenues can be
Grtistically wasted in perfect peace and har-
mony. The Good Book admonishes the eluggard
to go to the ant in order to learn the ways of
industry; after this it will be in order for city
officlals to go to & certain white birch in Central
Park to learn the methods of artistic extrav a-
gance.

The incident s the more noteworthy because
there were a number of ways in which the tree
could have been maved for ever so much less
money then it cost, but each of these Wayvs was
open to the serious objection of being disgust-
ingly cheap and ridiculously practical. The es-
#entially hard headed and practical individual
who was compelled, much against his own In-
clination, to piay a prominent part in the res-
cue has now the hardihood to suggest that the
whole thing ecould have heen done, and better
done, for & paltry $150. But he must be devold

of even the slightest trace of t
o he artistic i
his make-up. Ba

HOW THE PERIL AROSE.

It was months ago that the Department
‘Water Supply, Gas end Electricity awarded oo:f
tracts totalling over $500,000 for the laying of
& huge water main, five feet in dlameter, up
Central Park West to the 8lst street entrance
to the park. The uitimate destination of the
Pig main was the reservoir that lies just nine
hﬁ‘dt.uttotheultot Central Park West,
‘within the sacred bounds of the people’s great

mml:. This new water main, among
C&r&. mﬂm one of the many evidences of
requirements of the great city, for

in the confident expectation thoe i oty

need
rudely disturbed by the

course of this old water
at Slet street to

line When the officials of the ter Depart-

ment came to the last la avation of

the trench for the new f through
this short stret e Were care
fully made over f the old pipe

As luck wouid e young white

birch, fully thirty utspreading
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allowed to

NEGLECT IN ONE OF THE RECORD ROOMS OF THE SURROGATES' DEPARTMENT.
The condition of the bound volumes shows the destructive work of rats.

1d« nd directly

yrs off the grand foyer, a

offices of the

of the cory
in front of

the Tax Commissioners,

tucked away in full view of every passerby, was
a collectlion of pails, cleaning rags, moj ind
waste baskets The ( ning 1gS were
inartistically distributed alo 1 na
marble work The cle Ny

evidence all 1 thi
indicate that they had At tl

eénd of the same rridor t} entrance
to the public reference roo

passage to a d rway that (S} A 1
as a dressir roo t

It is o1

the 1

.
tt
i

Apse In
| Eible to raise

dows becaus

and put the

E3

ric

O

A0

ever

ind

table

P

veginl >

rooms thr fountain pens and a pai j
glasses 30 }
{ not yet i D 1
Tax Department has

office i

It 1

TO COST T

|

6

park » stood aghast at
<jor it vhich the officials
included within |
the lines of ich one of the |
noble young giants « st he is
EWworn to protect
Then his righten ignation ind wvent,
and he swore by all the dryvads such a
trench would ver be run In vain did the
engineer of the Water Department explain
with m practical logic that t old main haad
straight line and that {t would
for speclally cast plpes
: h expense for laying them
to have thi g¢ main zlgzag around every
tree that he ned to stand in the way. Such
arguments, ever, had little weight with the
ndscape architect What mattered the tax-
payers’ money, anyway, where the natural

beautles of the park were concerned.

Then it was suggested that the tree could be
moved, without touching the roots at all, for a
£m fraction of what it would cost to lay a

crooked line of pipe around it. As an alterna-
tive it was pointed out that the contractor
could even tunnel under the roots at a depth of
fourteen feet, and thus lay a stralght line with-

out injuring the roots of Mr Parsons’'s forest
beauty

PARSONS TO THE RESCUE.

It was plainly evident to the irate landscape
architect that these prosaic engineers had lost
all the appreclation they ever might have had

of the artistic in nature, else such suggestions

would never have emanated from them. He re-
fused to even listen to the proposals of such
vandals, and betook himeelf in high
the higher powers in the department.
were several heated conferences, it i{s sald, in
the big bullding in Park Row, but in the end
Mr. Parsons emerged from the struggle trium-
phant and the Park Department granted a per-
mit to lay the crookedest line of water main
that probably ever has been put beneath the
8round. True, it is short, but it is at least
artistic In the complexity of its tortuous course
and simply splendid in the enormity of its cost.
Belsdes, and most important of all, the noble
white birch and a couple of stunted pines that
stand timidly in the background have been
saved from any possibility of injury.

In the hope of being able to find some one
who could tell the prosaic story

There

trench, and incidentally to see and photo oh
the famous white birch tree that cox?t 80 gn:?.lt:h
to save, a Tribune reporter last week wandered
around the scene of Mr. Parsons's triumph. New
laid sod covered the devious lines of the trench,
except for a distance of about forty fert, where
the wide ditch was still open close to the reser-
volr wall. Sections of the enormous cast iron
glve were lylng about. Walking with his head
own, the reporter had no difficulty in passing
from one end to the other through these mon-
sters. Finally, high up on the reservoir wall, a
man was discovered who looked as if he had
something to do with the work. In answer to
a ?}&ll he clambered down a rickety ladder.
Q:: ylou in charge lot this job?” he was asked.
, 4 am; worse luck!” J
e uck!” he responded with a
“Had a hard time of it from the appearance o
things,” ventured the T. w ot
The man looked his disgust, but didn’'t answer
:pwom. Finally, after. a short sflence, he opened
“Bad time'!” he gaid.
eheol. (A .
people are

“"Why, it's simply been
the limit. They bave

Bht misquotation.) These park
spent enough

rage to ‘

AXP

el e —

led to alter the locks so that the pass keys of
Janitor and his tants will not open the
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AYERS $18,250.

A WHITE BIRCH TREE

IN CENTRAL PARK THAT WILL COST THE TAXPAYERS

$18,250.
It is shown in the foreground and is situated close to the B81st street entrance from Central
Park West, about sixty feet from the West Drive.

money here to lay half a mile of pipe. Tke blue
print I've had to work from looks more llke a
streak of forked lightning than anything else,
And all this to save a measly white birch and a
couple of half dead old pines. The only tree in
the bunch that is any good could have been

| moved, with half an acre of land about its roots

{ of Low the huge
water main was successfully laid in its zigzag |

all wrapped up in new canvas to keep the wind
off, for a third of what this silly game has cost.

DID THE STANDARD DODGE TREES?

“Just think of it, twenty-one speclal castings
of a five-foot pipe, flve sharp turns, all the very
old Harry to fit, and backed with concrete, to
take a water main of this size around this cursed
tree. But that was not enough even, for they

made me bulld a circular wall of dry masonry |

around their Infernal tree, for what do you
think? Simply because they were afraid that
the loose earth thrown up from the crooked
trench might fall against the trunk and take the
bark off.

“I am supposed to be big and good natured:
that's why the boss put me on this job, but all
my good nature is gone. The silly uselessness
of the whole thing gets on my nerves, and [
simply can't stay around the place for long at a
time. If 1 do I feel like taking it out of the
workmen, poor devils! so I walk around and
look at the hanged tree and speculate on how
much it must have cost the Standard Oil Com-

pany to run their pipe line clean through the
park. They must have done the work at night
80 they wouldn't have to dodge trees, or it
wouldn’'t be finished yet, even if it was begun a
dozen years ago.

“And now I am up against it again. You see
where that pipe goes under the reservoir wall?
Well, for elghty feet inside that old pipe 1s lald
in concrete elght feet thick, top, bottom and
sides. Why it was so done heaven only knows.
They must have had a job lot of concrete they
wanted to get rid of when it was put in. But
you can imagine what I am up against trying
to get through that solld mass.

“I'l be glad when this job is flnished. I've
had a good deal of experlence in my day, but
another job like this would drive me tu the crazy
factory

Deputy Water Commissioner Goodwin, when
the reporter called upon him to find out what
the saving of the birch had cost the city, started
right in to explain that the Water Department
had nothing to do with saving the tree. The De-

partment of Parks was responsible for that.
Brought back to the point about the cost, he
was surly and beat about the bush. Finglly,

when he found the story was out and could not
be kept back, he reluctantly admitted that the
difference in cost between running the line of
pipe as it had been run and runnMk it In a
straight line was five thousand and some hun-
dred dollar:

“That amount,” he added, “was not considered
an unreasonable sum for preserving the natural
beauty-of the park.”
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THICK DUST IN ONE OF THE PUBLIC RECORD ROOMS IN THE SURROGATES' DE.
PARTMENT.
The tops of these mahogany cases are used by the public as reference tables. The word “Trib-
une” was traced by the reporter’s fingers in the dust which covered the polished top. This
is a fair sample of the condition of hundreds of these reference tables.

second floor, the light fixtures, the marble walls
and the columns the colonnade are in the

same dirty condition as those on the floor below. |

In the anteroom to the office of the Register

there is an elaborate electrolier, the shades of

which are simply black with dirt. |
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rooms closed to the pu

ment was made to prevent fur

done A handsome mahogany n the office
of the Surrogate hi made use of
as a workman's ta neer 16
polished top has been barked in S
One of the shades in this r of

place for month In the adjoining
pied by the chief clerk and hils assista he
are no shades at all, and the window s i

pasted over with old
Under the law, when a

bate the executors are g
the custody of the Surrogate the "

ments, which are retgined for t mths,
g0 that they may be copied into the books of
record in the office After that time, if asked
for. they are returned to the administrators
During the thme these original documents are
fn his custody the Surrogate is responsible

under the Criminal Code for their safekeeping
In addition, all letters  of  administration
guardianship decrees, and all bonds deposited

by executors and administrators of estates are
kept in the offices of the Surrogate. 1In all there
are about forty thousand of these decrees in

the record rooms of the department, which for
months have been infested with rats. Though
a personal complaint was made some time ago

to the Borough President by Judge Thom
pointing out the danger of documents being
destroyed that could not be replaced and for

which he was responsible, nothing has yet heen
done.

BIG WHISKERED RATS.

The city’s enormous lega! department occuples
the entire space on the sixth and seventh floors.
Until few months ago they had also the
eighth floor, but that is now being cleaned out
to receive the records of the county court. On
these tcp floors the corridors and offlces are
cleaner, doubtless because windows are
higher up and in a measure out of reach of the
dust from the streets.

Corporation Counsel Sterling intimated that,
compared with the condition of the rest of the
building, they had Httle to complain of, so far
as the cleaning was concerned. They were,
however, greatly troubled with rats. And they
were not ordinary sized rats, either, but great,
big, gray whiskered fellows. The women em-
ployes, who had occasionally to remain after
hours when the building was auiet to finish up
were afraid of the rodrats Even for
L man it was not comtortable (o Lave these
big fellows scurrying across the office floor

“

he
he

|
|

Besides, they were destroving the records and
documents in the filing No serious
damage had yet been d« ere was al-
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TO MANAGE THE WENTWORTH HOTEL
N
Of Interest to friends and former patrons (.-
the Wentworth Hotel Newc N. H.
the announcement that W i, for
eighteen yoars its manager, is again to © :n\lu:;
that well known property the comull
season. ¥ ; w:
Mr. Hill has been identified with several pmdi‘
inent hotels, amoug others the Hotel :\l-\.!es h;
in this city, and the Hotel Ampersand, l”_
Adirondacks, but because of his long conn
tion with the Wentworth he is best ident o
with the fine New Hampshire property of
late Frank Jones,

SUPERLATIVELY PARLIAMENTARY.

at
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during

““There is a motion before the house.” -
Mme. President, holding the gavel so that
rimi's come into the foreground. *“What is youf
wish regarding it?"”

“Mme. President,” begins the new member, rising
\ut{\l 1 m'm»r aaat

“Mrs. Justine,” recogmazes the president

I move that the motion be carried.’—Chicef®

when he bappened to be alone in the office. | Evening Post.



