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despatches Ibroughi them here
him*" 1"UIHl Mr Ini:rahani J ust >"u see

'
H m!" mused the Captau i- till.tarinatfully into the othei I Wa the

"Xo, sir. It was < losed
"

"And th.s knife, Mr Tennell?" The Captain
ned it again and then passed it to his firstofficer. "1).. you know it? Have you ever seen itbefore

W ithout any apparent reason the first officer's face
whitened again and he dropped down on the bench
with hands gripping each other fiercely. Dr'
Maher was staring at him; Captain Deihl seemed
surprise .1

'You know whose knife k is then?" asked the
Captain finally

"Ye ," and the first officer's head dropped for-ward "It'- mine:"
There was a long dead silence The hands of the

firsi officer were working nervously, with heavy
fingers threading in and out. Dr. Maher turned
away suddenly and idly fingered some paper
the 1 1] esk.* iptain Deihl's heavy I tern.
"Did you killhim. Tennell?" he asked.

"Xo!
'

Tennell bursi out. "Xo!""
But it is your knii

"It would be u eless for me to deny it ir," re-
plied the first officer, and he rose.

"It"was given to
me by Mr. Forbe the second officer, only a few
weeks ago, and he could identify it instantly. 1 lost
the ki \u25a0

\u25a0 lay, and last nighi 1 shall a 1: you
to corroborate this, sir Iposted a notice in the
fo'c' li reward to anyone who should find
it and return it to me

I>r Maher turned suddenly upon them "And
isn't it true. Mr Tennell," he demanded, that you
and Ingraham had some -some serious disagree-
ment a few days ago?"

Again the first officer' face blanched 'Th
true, yes," he replied steadily It wa! a matter of
sln]»'- \u25a0

\u25a0 Tins was Mi 1- \u25a0

-
econd

tripi th . \u25a0 ther ships he had been allowed
certain lil>ert ies w hi< h the dis< ipline ofthis ship com-
pelled me to curtail. There . . agreement,

I>r Maher nodded a il atisfied, and turned
to the desk.

Captain Deihl stood tarii ti ht into the eyes
of hi firsi \u25a0 er for a time and then cleared his
throat 1 .:it to believe you, Tei he ad-

"lhave known vou and !m-li.
you for i rteei i \ tell i... .:.-..
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Dtswiag, hy Th..ma s FoffMty

Thl Captain

Puzzled

his shin just beneath the
>-tt arm, a heavy handled

knifeshowed. Athin line"' re; rlet dyed the shirt
m-1 below the knife
handle.

Captain Deihl stood• to< 1,- till for one instantthen turning suddenly
closed and locked the door
ifhmd him. Dr. Mahertook two steps forward
wrested the knife from
the wound with a slight
effort, flung it on the floor,
then dropped on his knees
beside the (.hair.

r
, What is all this, Mr

Tennell?" demanded Cap-.... . , tain Deihl at last.
horn liKL^sir w™ the reply- "

l found
Dr. Maher rose after a moment, with a hopeless

snake ot his head and minutely examined the
I It was a clean cut incision; the knife hadbeen driven in and allowed to remain. The blade

had passed between the ribs and had reached the
Heart. i>r Maher noted these things, then stooped
and picked up the knife. It was a long, heavy,i-r...i,l bladed, dangerous looking weapon. After
satisfying himself, the surgeon passed it to Captain
Deihl

"Itwas murder." lie said tersely. ••
He could not

li.i\e stabbed himself in thai position. You keep
the knife; it lay be the only clue."

Murder!" the Captain repeated involuntarily.
"How l.>n;.; has -has he been dead?"' '"

rhaps ten minutes certainly not more than
twenty." was the surgeon's reply. "The body is
still warm, and the blood flows."

•Murder'" repeated Captain Deihl. "Who
oould have killed him? What could have been the
m ;ive?

"

He si istaring at the knife silently for a time,
then lilted two keen, inquisitive eyes to those of
his fir ' officer. Dr. Maher too was staring straight
into Tennell's face, and slowly, under the sharp
scrutiny, the blood mounted again to the tanned
cheeks

What :.r<- your order-. sir"'"' inquired the fir
(•::.'er iteadily"

How long wen- you in this room, Tennell, before
yon called me?" asked Captain Deihl.

"Tv or three minutes.' was the reply. "iwas
in my cabin forward, preparing the despntches
which v.crr to go ashore, according to your order,
sir The wireless was point; then; for Icould hear
it I •'.' ticed af*<T .-. time thai it topped <>. hav-

Problem of the Interrupted Wireless
The Th.nhns Machine EnlisleJ in „Strange Marine Case
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