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Glimpses of Society iti th< Last Century.
From The Athenaeum.

A link with the long past was Bevered by the
death last we< k of Mrs. M. C -M. Simpson, the
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perilled rights of property »" thus quoted in
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self in lit-rarj •

•\u25a0'

I>id Shelley in his grewsom. tragedy, "TheOencV founded as be acknowledged on a Ftory
"eminently fearful and monstrous." place too
much credence on the manuscript communi-
cated to him in Italy* Mr Marion Crawford
has written an article which shows. It is said.
the falsity of tlu history used by Shelley. The,
novelist has lately acquired two Cend family
documents, one at these being a long letter
written by the abominable Frances) <\u25a0 Oend
himself. A copy of another Oenci letter has
been given to him. and ho has framed from
these and from careful study of the case what
be believes to be a true relation. it will prob-
ably Deed to be extraordinarily convincing proof
that will change opinion In Italy In regard to
the terrific tragedy of the Oend family. Mr.
Crawford's article is to appear ;ri a future
number of "The Century.**........ meeting at Cambridge (Kv.^-

of the Clas leal Association some Int.
estlng resolutlont were pnasni The first pro-
i
—

d by th< Council was to the effect "that it
I :•.t dealt able to begin the school study of two
foreign languages, indent or modern, at or
about th<- me time." The second resolution
stated "that In the earlier stages of teaching
Latin arid <;r.'k the teacher should aim :.t
making hii pupils very familiar with sii' h.
r \u25a0 •'. . Inflections and constructions as o. ;;r

most commonly In the authors, and «-.'-[\u25a0<•. tally
the first author, to »\u25a0\u25a0 read at school." The
third resolution, moved by Professor Mackail,
«a this:

"That a srhcmf nt reading tr. T.-it'n nr.l . :-•: -•. k
should tv carefullj trsanlzi ! and Bmdu-

ated V
•>•1....... (li oi thi \u25a0 lection of such

authors as ;m' suitable In respect of txith their
lam iag* arid their •vt J <.rt matter to itir:.---.:
BtaK<*a "f learning; (2) to t!.- lltrrary and historical
value of the authors or ... authors selected."
Canon Lj'tteltonmoved, as an addition to th<- reso-
lution "And with a view t" !ht- attainment <-f
tins cbjec.l t!.- name eiraple narrative, jir^v. or
'.irse, Rhould be selected, as far as possibh , tor
the youngei pupllu." 'J'his was carried.

An undoubtedly Interesting book which theEnglish critic, Mr. w. 1.. Courtney. Is about to
publish, Is entitled "The Literary Man's Bible."Mr. Courtney foui 1 its origin in a talk on theliterary merits of the Bible: Th( question was
whether a book that had come bo near to mir
business and bosoms c tuld possibly be relievedfrom its didactic implications and regarded as acollection of texi aracteristic
tendencies or Jewish writers and exhibiting cer-
tain hiyh standards of literature." The book
will deal with the narrative literature, the pro-
pb< tic lit.ran::, and th. poetic and ;!.:.
literature of the bibl.

While on thf subject of Frm. h literature womay remind our readers that a limited edition?.[, a Vul"r? f> entitled -Prosper Merimee,rHomme, rEcrlvain, rArtiste," is coming outin Fans, it offers a biographical essay andBeventy-four hitherto unpublished letters.

Miss Anna Seward, the "Swan of LlchfleW."bthe central figure of a volume of literary his-tory, which the busy E V Lucas is about tnpublish. The book ought to be an entertainingone. for a great many odd or clever personagesof eighteenth century England circulated aboutUn< tody-who, by the way, has been calledmendacious" by high literary authority. Manyreaders remember her chiefly as Inspiring Por-Bon's lines ridiculing the absurd Battery she ex-changed with Hayley:

Miss Seward, loquitur:
\u25a0"Tuneful pot t, Britain's glory

Mr I!;.-.:• v, that is you
"

Haj > -. mpoudrt;
"Ma'am, you carry all before youIr ust me, Lit :.!!\u25a0 id swan, you

Miss Seward:"'
'\u25a0!• . dlda !\n. ci'ir, c.'rmpt

Hayley:
Mr' l*ayhry' you'( divin>e"

"Ma'am, I*lltak. my oath upon itJTou j lurself ..:•\u25a0 all the Nine."

The Art of William Blake." a volume from
".-'"Vi"Mi« Luther Cary. is an™nounced for pubUcati \u0084 tnJa autu v y

contain manj UlustraUons.

Mr. Quiller-Cou. h's truly delightful anth.
the "Oxford Book of English Verse." is to havea successor in similar form in the shap< of Mr.St. John Lucas's "Oxford Book \u0084f Frenchverse. This volume, which will be joyfully-

\u25a0 re and abroad by all who have areading a. quaintance with the French Itngu Lg<
contains- ."lIT poems, many of them copyright
and none by a livingauthor. Biographical andnth. r notes and a long critical Introduction .mFrench verse contributed bj the clever \u25a0

add to the genuine interest of the volume

LITERARY NOTES.

p°et Rogers showed her much kindness talking
i"her assiduously at his famous breakfasts yetsometimes breaking off disappointingly to 'say,
Bu.l people don't care for these Old Worldstories now.11 Of Wordsworth, whom she metat Rogerss, she could remember only that bewore green spa ta< lea
She saw much of Thackeray. Calling one day

to take him to a dinner party, she heard himsay. Walt a few minutes tillIhave killed her."The h. ,• was Helen Pendeni Is. As they dr va'nrougb < urzon street he said suddenly: "Look"that small house. That is where Becky died,and Ilost hundreds of pounds."

daughter, and in her youth the constant com-
panion, of Nassau Senior. !torn in 182! at K>ri-
slngton. she had «• <n through h<-r nursery win-
dow Cobbett working In hi* gard<n; old Talley-
rand, with a mass of white pomatumed hair and
corpselike face, limping round the Sijuar- . and
D'Orsay, resplendent In \: t shirt front and
waving locks, handling daintily, wuti white ki'i
>.'l<n-.-s. ...... of bis dashing cabriolet She
danced with the youthful John Stuart Mill; was
petted by Sir Thomas Lawrence; romped with
child loving Whately. her '.'.••! closest friend,
and with Pydney Smith, who •••\u25a0••

Combe Florey, and gave her
'Th<- Mysteries of

L'dolpho" t>. read at nine years » >I*l She
watched th. coronation procession from Crock-
ford's, and s:it a spectator ii. the House «-f Lords
when the Queen, with ;isteady eountenonc<
voice, but a shaking hand, announced her a]
proaching marriage

Miss Benioi became the constant companion
of her father, who knew every famous mar; and
woman in Europe. With him she \ ivi!«-d King
Leopold; the great astronomer Quetelet; Charles
Albert, whose face was the saddesi nd most
Interesting she had ever seen; and Cavour, not
yet notable beyond his own country In FYanee
Louis Philippe Btill sat upon th< throne; she
was Introduced to •\u25a0:..•: In. handsome and
affected, accompanied always bj two magnificent
white greyhounds; to Tocqu< * small and
delicate, with long black hair and sparkling
eyes \u25a0;.-... all through." Mr- <;r"t.- called
him— sal to be a perfect specii nof the c- ntil-
bomme de I'Anclen Regime; and was admitted
to the I

•11:1•- salon ir> which Chateaubriand. Am-
pere, Mm* Recamier, Mm. Mohl and Ballanche
assembled every ev< nine.

}f,.r special Intimate In England was Mrs.
Grote. She made hei friends read Lady i: I
hike's memoir of that wonderful woman, and
would tell stories of her wit, omniscience and
eccentricity. Bhe •\u25a0 i •\u25a0!\u25a0 also of Mrs. Grote'a
"illustrious partner." as his uif<- was wont to
call him, <!••' taring In her conjugal appreciation

that no sculptor or painter had ever been able
to convey th<- mingled sweetness ..... of
"the historian's" countenance. Here Mrs. Slmp-

son met Mendelssohn, ho played his besi for
Ms accomplished musical hostess, and Jenny

Lind sitting with the "Nozze" on her knee, and
humming the part of Rusanna, In which she was
shortly to appear Here, too, was Mrs Man- t.

whose charming little book. "Willy:or, the Sea-
sons" delighted and educated the nurseries uf
seventy years ago; here lastly. Abraham Hay-

ward with his Incessant anecdotes, his domi-
nating "My dear fellow, Iam always right." and
his habit, distasteful to young ladies not yet
hardened, of telling questionable stories. The

"Does the cipher,*' he asked, "run right through
the First Folio, prefaces and all?"

Tea/" said Mr. NicoL
"It Includes, then, Ben Jonson s lines to 'my be

loved master. William Shakespeare 1?"
\u25a0Tea

" said Mr
-vi'''l-

"Then Ben Joi n was in the secrete'
••l don iknow." Mr. Nlcol answered. "It Is pos-

sible that the |jn were not written by Ben Jon
son at all. tut t>y the Earl oi Southampton him-
self who assumed ail sorts of names."

"Bui Ben Jonson v.as alive at the tin* sun j

in would have objected?"
•\u25a0I car:n<.t .... that »\u25a0<\u25a0 should. 11. had been the

Earl of Southampton 1a amanuensis, and matters
intent nave been arranged,"

Thus Mr- Ni ol would have it that the Earl of
Southampton not only wrote the po< mi a. w< IIai

the i,;avH, hut dedicated "Venus and Adonis" with
Immortal eloquence to himself, arid managed the

baud bo cleverly that even the printer, Field. v.ho

A Little Englixh Schoolmattcr icith a Ciptu > I;-

UL* Slet \u25a0\u25a0

Th» force of absurdity can ti" further go than
in the chatter of a little English schoolmaster,

who [aims that he ha.-- discovered In Shake-
speare's plays a cipher Bhowlng that their real
author was Shakespeare's friend, \u25a0:•!.- of
Southampton, and who also claims that he

knows the biding place of the MSS. supp «ed to

bf lost in the Globe Theatre Ore. "1 can tell
you," said this young Mr Sli ol to a representa-

tive of "The London Chronicle.* 1 "that every
misprint in the First Folio is Intentional, and has

its meaning, and also the wrong numbering uf
the paces. A

-
with Donnelly, my original key

was the- word 'heart, 1 occurring exactly in the
middle of the second column in the Induction to

the s<-cond part of *H< ory IV.' Ibegan by counting

from that— choosing a word such and such a dis-

tar.< \u25a0<- from the top of each column, and, if that

didn't suit, such and such a distance from the

bottom. The words thus strung together made

a sentence My final discover were, however,

upon a different plan. The heart of the cipher

Is, 1 may tell you. in "Cymbeune."
"

The patient

person conversing with this youth put a few

general Questions:

CUMTil: ABOil SHAKESPEARE

and, ay wo have Indicated, it is doubly welcome
to-day.
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{'ulHi Give* to the Modern

Advocate of Peace.

-warred after a gentler fashion than we do."
and noting thai "they warred not for so light
causes as wo Christian men do." he pays this
tribute to the ancient soldiers, a tribute which
Bounds quaint enough on his lips but takenwith the context, aptly illustrates bis skill in
debate:

They rejoiced to advance an enrich such nrnv

both fair and profitable. And the placeitbat w.^not very sure, they fenced, for safeguard of fhlpeople, with bridge* banks, bulwarks! and with a
hr'J^f" other such commodities they helj the

The reader need not beguile himself, however
into thinking that there are wars and wars
All wars are "filthy and cruel." There is no
argument to be brought in their favor

*

thespeciousness of which be does not expose, as
there is no burden entailed by war which he
does not make mercilessly clear. It is an oldbook, but it lives because the truth is in it

V ol « rot. snn . ' " &li"\u25a0 said Mr.

ampu

•••
thai ih<

1 I in* iipier, in. ludii .. )t js \u0084

d taken th
We have given space to this man's folly be-

tion of th( utter
idio y to which the defamera or Shakespei n re-
sort

7


