4 SUNDAY MAGAZINE FOR NOVEMBER 17,

meant but vague and often met
of the kindergarten philosophers.
It 1s from the individual study of infants that we
have learned most and in detail. I showed in a
former article how the child repeats the historv
of the race in its prehistoric and even prehuman
how 1t is born most helpless hecause physio-

all anmmmals, so that its

hysical theories

the voungest of
»d of education or aj -y'cmuulnp to life is most
transforming, and the influence of the environment
compared with heredity is given suchh an un-
alleled influence upon its development. The
mals below us are born vastly more mature. and
'nce are far less plastic to their surroundings

The child must learn to grasp and oppose its
thumb.  Its loud cry shows that its parents have
long been able to protect it and to 1nr.q,c for food as
far as its e could reach. Were this otherwise,
the human mfant would be silent as are the young
of most animals, especially of those that are most
preyved upon. The infant paddles with good sw:
ming movements, if held in tepid water, during the
first few weeks of life, as if rehearsing a remote
aquatic stage of the race. It clings to a cane, sup-
porting its whole weight, because 1ts tree dwelling
}Urclrvurs. had to do this or fall to their death; al-
though before the end of the first six months this
power is in large degree lost. All the vast array
of facts of which these are only a few samples are
of the very greatest scientific value as contnbutions
to the stages by which man was evolved. But as
they have less practical import, I leave them here.
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An Epidemic of Studying
ame the many studies of vast masses of

children conducted by Professor Earl
Barnes of lhc Leland Stanford Umiversity, on such
topics as children’s memories, ghosts, their reactions
to various kinds of stories true and fairy, plays and
games, interests, attitudes toward animals, pets,
punishments, their letters, money sense, ideals «
vocation, drawing, their religious notions, concepts

of truth, war, etc., all of which were intensely sug-
gestive for both parents and teachers

By this time the issuing of questionnaires had
become almost an epidemic. 1 collected and have

bound se

il volumes of these on all sorts of topics
U conditions of people.  To answer so

m would require a lifetime, and not a few
were utterly unanswerable if all the scientific men
of the ld had focused therr knowledge up
them carly and middle '9o's were also the
period of overorganization, ym which the work
grievously sutfered At least eleven States and
probably hundreds of local associations were formed,
with otficers and constitutions. A number of new

journals and other serials were started and failed
The movement v rank and lush enou
lift scores of mcomy mto more or less j
inence, and hundreds of insignificant *con

twons " apy ]

Hx! the nemesis came o a evelone of crit

whi wias also no less overdone It was called

\rvhl tu the child, and all sorts of p 5 ex-

and often mmmodestie > arged

tudents of children in la headlines,

the * vell journals.” A luckle
+ once took a baby mto

demonstration of re

famous or noton

over .\l']'

the country tinguished professor who
taught his own children in the country and weighed
them and 7' ¥ \ held up to execration a
an unnat nother vowed amid the

tt himself, 1

study t}

at as for

Hn ton 'y
rather than

wonld

.«M-T.m t

and his w

love

children.  Another urged that no good could eco
of the movement unless every step of the st v
was p nallv conducted by an expert The ortho
dox emic philosophers saw in 1t all only
* unorgamzed mass of meanir facts. We
men and women, not babies ud
caw no good in the work because 1t w not recoy
any academic faculty in E
wse 1t was largely Americ n
¢ a rich scrapbook collec f epithet
ents used against the movement whicl
cruel to recall and so 1 forbear l" 1
it the criticism did goe I yok
ere camp followers, and le us all more can

Europe Became lmcrcstcd
EADILY, however,
1 1, and

the

the very essence of conversion,
all that was most vital in
spontaneous.

Already the exact and fruitful publis}
have a bibliography of !hn-u\.md\ of
field has bmnn.c so large that no s
command all the knowledge n it, but must special-

i1ze to certain hines. The cnitics of a «..&L 1 vears ago
are mute, and the representatives ..1 e old static
logical introspective wayv of stu h '
soul have read their Mene, _1[.;1,, Tekel U pharsin,
and are in the selfsame state of mind and await the
same fate as did the advocates of creationism and
changeless species and the other s of Darwin a
dozen years after his greate vork had appeared.

I wonder if this country has ever been th
of a more novel or significant chapter of culture
history? No historian has vet entered this rich
field, although one is greatly ne 1. The move-
ment began entirely outsilde e les, and
has forced its way to a co y withm
them by its own inherent e ¢ bitter
opposition. 1 could supplv t of pro-
fessors who a few vears ag .

and that at this age
religion was also most

ed memoirs
les, and the
expert cal

mn

e scene

OOt

it .nH

and branch, but who now o 1ol »
not entirely because it 1s now 1de m Germany,

but also because they find that the interest of
their students, which is always the best material

the old abstract

new gen

for prophecy, 15 dnfting from
themes and methods to these tic fields so
rich for both thought and Iif rly two «
cades this country has led the world;

but

1907

there s a growing danger that

siripped By our

What Has Been Learnd
HOU LD this be the case, there is at
vantage that will rest for a long time with
we are already well on the way to apply the re<
and to bring the spirit of child study into botl
home and the school \‘( have learned to re
uveté of children, t
interests, and h
nature and mstincts
that we must adapt and adju
and methods of mnstruct
and regimen, to the:
:mx;_-'nh our academic u p
We have learned that cluldren’s mtuin
terests are a truer guide than tatters of
the blind momenta of convention and tr

we shall be om.
Teutonic colleagues.

lt.'

n

In the contributions which child st 1a
and is about to make to the welfare of Ao ol
humanity, | believe it 15 no extrava S
that in the judgment of the future ! it

compare with the Renaissance or t
The literature for, as w
constructed, and those w

to understand the child that

ind who have realized th

the rising generation 1s the high e can
render humanity, are themselves e 1 and
growing voung again agammst the rs hy
finding that Iife has zest 1

THE WIT OF WU TING FANG

Wl' TING FANG is to return

to Washington as the Am-
bassador from China. Washington
will be glad to shake hands again
with him. He left a cavity when he
went away from there
Wu had a wayv about
He siid things.
He asked things. He
vas the main quiz of
the 'li]llwln;ali\‘ corps
During all his waking
hours he was ringing
rand inquiring for
more information. He
wanted to know. He
desired the answer
He pined to get at t 1
‘.-.nrl;\’ He hankered to remc
the cover. le ached to ascer
tain what made the socu!
economic, legisk itive, executive
and diplomatic w hwls-'uruunn
And he was just as keen to
ascertain exactly why you had gravish biue eves m
stead of brown ones
W wis Indurated Interr
Simil 1s the Incarnati
Did vou make as much as
Well, why not? You
ought to m:ke that n
Wu  His inter
thing, was pr
The superficial «
surtace, duint
ing that snug
He couldn’t
!rv.‘ 1‘""!, oOr st

3
penned

him.
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he
1
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