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THE BIRD OF MANY NAMES

{ The English Sea
! Captains Were
Brave and Bold.

Ti”: favorite of all the fowls of the world for
the feasts of the table, the bird which is everv-

where associated with the dinner of Thanksgiving

da» known by various names in ditferent nations
It is comparatively a newcomer, for it is probably
only & hittle more than four centuries since the first

turkey was seen by a white man.  Other fowls have
been familiar from remote antiquity. Everybody
¥nows how the cock crowed three times when the
faint hearted Peter had denied his Lord, and every-
body knows that the peacock figures in the fables of
Zsop, who lived hundreds of years before Christ

When Columbus returned to Europe, after his
discovery of America, he was not able to make
much of a showing of profit, after all. Where was
the gold, the silver, the spice, the silk, the precious
iewelry, in which India was supposed to abouna?
Columbus brought back none of these, although
he supposed that he had visited the outlving regions
of India.  He brought a few flowers and fruits,
and some specimens of a marvelous fowl
which the natives of America had long since
domesticated. This fowl was vain as a pea-
and had much, indeed, of which the
peacock might be vain.  Its long neck was of
bright blue, with spots of deep red, and 1t had
feathers of bronze. It weighed twenty pounds,
and stood a full vard in height. It was unlike
all birds that Europeans had ever seen before

The Spanish were not at a loss for a name
for it. They called it a peacock,—or pave,
which meant the same thing. But this new
acquisition, while inferior to the true peacock
in the beauty of its plumage, was superior t
it in at least one respect. The old peacack
was never held in high esteem for food. Its
new namesake proved to be the most de-
licious of all poultry, and there was an
immediate demand made upon poultrymen for
the newly discovered bird. Soon it became
inconvenient to have only one name for the
two very different birds which were called pavo
and to distinguish them the true peacock was
called pavo real, which means roval peacock;
but really, the American bird was not less
roval than the gaudy bird which had preceded
it by a few thousand yvears in making the
acquaintance of the Old World

The English sea captains were verv enter-
prising, brave, and bold. Already, in that
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had visited distant lands and
trathcked with strange peoples ey were con-
stantly king vovages to the German States,
to France, to Portugal, and to Spain; and they
had even ventured into the ports of the dreadful
Turks. The Englishman of that time did not
have very clear ideas of gcn;_’r‘.ph\ The pt‘uplc
of Africa and of Asia, as well of Eastern Europe
were 1n his understanding Turks: and to his
mind the Turkish lands and all their animals
and plants were as strange as the Turks themselves

But & f vears after the discoverv of America,
the keen ghsh trader was making cruises over
the Atlantic, and probably grumbling at his Gov-
ernment for not having aided Columbus when it
had a chance. Early in the sixteenth century,
a little while before the birth of Queen Elizabeth,
one of the bold English sea captains brought a
number of the great American birds to London, and
quickly disposed of them in the poultry market

The purvevors for the great kitchens of the nobil-
ity came down to the market to select meats for
great dinners. *“Where did those enormous birds
come from?”" they asked.

The marketman did not have anv
felt perfectly safe in saying, “Oh
from— from Turkey, vou know."”

Probably the first purchases of these birds were
effected with many misgivings on the part of the
buyers. Who could know that such a fowl would be
at all fit to eat? But at all events the creature
was a cunwosity, and its feathers were well worth
having; and so the birds were disposed of.

It did not require long for the flesh of this won-
derful fowl to become famous in London as a deli-
cacy fit only for the tables of Kings and nobles
Never had Roman Emperors tasted of food half
so delicious. To partake of it was worthy to be
the memory of a hfetime. The purveyors besieged
the markets, demanding more of *‘those Turkey
birds"—" those birds from Turkeyv, vou know.'

Alas! the opportunities for procuring them were
very few and far between. A great demand preceded
every supply Sea captains from Mediterranear
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Making Antiquities
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Count Tyskiewiez, & noted judge and collector of
mtiqui gives some mteresting deta:l

rge 1ve been attempted from the earles
times.  No metal lent itself so easily to this work
«s gold.  Etruscan jewelrv has been largely manu-
lactured in Italy: but Svna has carried on the mos
extensive forgery of gold works of art. Forgernes in
lver have been less successful )

A good story is told of a forged silver cup in Rome
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aat purported to have come from some secret ex-
avation m Swily T “ancient”’ cup was o
mented with & circular bas rehef represen
irieze of the Parthenon  In the height of his mno-
ence the forger had given the frieze n its 1 T
ruined condition. The cup obtained an mmediate
success—shouts of laughter




