
WHAT WAS LEFT OF THE EAST •

The picture shows the ruins of the
Two hundred of the Rus**1

A SECTION OF THE RUSSIAN FORT-RIDGE AT PORT ARTHUR B^«The Jower hills in tho forefront of th© picture show the guarding forts which costt r
-

hills, can faintly be seen the old Chinese Wall, which was converted b> the H"*'
ks „*f

Upon the crests of the higher hills of the ridae. The highest point among the pc- Tw«
Capture during tho siege. Its possession meant the capture of the Russ.an posu
of shells from the Japanese batteries.

THE DESTRUCTION BY DYNAMITE MINES OF THE EAST LRHLUNQ FORT AT PORT ARTHUR ON DECEMBER 28. 130W
Tne ohotoqraph was tsken at the momrnt of the explosion of five separate Japanese mines under the largest of the guarding J^*",,^

Russian fort Tne On the left of the picture Japanese troops can be- seen advancing to tne attack unJer a heavy shell fire fr=rn «*•«"**

sian fortress art?ik-y The front *l-pe of the fort hill shows a section of the Japanese sapping trenches, by wh.ch the soldiers cf the

Mikado approached under cover the powerful R. ssian fort in order to undermine it.

I
THE BLOWING UP OF THE Wi

v
THE RUSSIAN BATTERY POSITION C«

ARTHUR, AFTER ITS CAPTURE \u25a0
t9O»

battalions to push forward into the Interior.
Twice attempts were made to take the line of

heavier puns without success, but finally,about
six o'clock in the evening, the assaulters suc-
ceeded, and gained the concrete barrack? In rear
of the fort, from which the remnant of the
garrison, about two hundred men, made good

their escape through the window.-.

"It had been a hard fight at close quarters,
principally with dynamite hand grenades. The
Russian garrison consisted of five hundred men
from the East Siberian Sharpshooters, Ami
about one hundred marines from the warships
which were lying disabled in the harbor.
Nearly two hundred had been killed In the
explosion and their bodies buried in the de-
bris. About two hundred had been killed In
the assaults which had followed, and some-
where about two hundred more made good

th. escape, Then were no prisoners taken
except two or three wounded soldiers. The
Japanese losses were about one thousand killed
and wounded. Before retiring the enemy sprin-
kled the woodwork in the barracks at the rear
of the fort with petroleum and set fire to it.
This tire burned all night and part of the fol-
lowing day.

"The West I'rhlurii; fort was now the only
serious obstacle that stood in the way of a
successful assault being made upon Wang-

la! Hill. I.ik. its immediate neighbor to the
east, this for! had been mined af*«r months *>f
terrible work anil awful slaughter. Two main
shafts had been driven from the moat under
the north walls Time and time again the di-
rection of these shafts had to be altered to
avoid coming in contact with the countermines
of the garrison. The work was, however, finally
completed and the mines placed In position on
the morning of December MO. It was announced
that the explosions would take place the fol-

"Althougn iln heads of the sapping trenches
as i\«ii a^ tin- fort moat ha.lbeen filled with
debris from tin- explosions, small assaulting
parties niad< their way over the open ground to
the ruined fort walls They were mci by ;i

heavy rifle and machine gun tin- as soon as
th< \ reached ih<- crest of the parapets, and were
piacticallj annihilated. In ih.- mean time the
fnaii lies of the storming rorce gained the
ti'.ii and advanced toward the crest of the
pan pets in .i\«- large detachments. They were
sil* i in. t by a heavy ore, but, taking cover In tho
.\u25a0I- nings made t.y the explosions, they succeeded
iv :: o'clock In the afternoon in securely fn-
tr< n hinfi themselve." upon the crest

"With great difficulty the mountain gun which
had been brought up the sapping trenches early
in the .ia was taken in sections to an eaißtece-
i. lit prepared for it upon the top of the para-
pet. Two or three machine guns were also
mounted in the same pace. Undo cover of
the direct fire of these Runs a .small s ault-

s« '''-I i" Raining a foothold In
the Interior of the f..rt close t.> the machine
pun casemates which were carried witha =t>len-•li'l rush. This enabled tin r< st of the two

"As the K"-.it cloud of srooki and <lust rolled
•lowly away it became evident thai the results
came up to expectations The north end and a
portion "i" the .-aM and west walls na.l h.. n
entirely wrecked, and the north section <>f th<
int'ii.>r cnii\ ••!'ii! into a iwi-i.ii broken mass
\u25a0if ruins; hut tin rear sections n m.iin.d partly
intact.

"From a spectacular t>oint of view this was
by all means the most terrible of the explosions
that had taken ;;.k .\u25a0 during the siege. The
five mines were fir •! \u25a0•!!< after- another with a
few seconds' interval, so that the result to th.-

spectator was the same as if they had been all
fired together. The detonations were deafening,
ami a huge column of black smoke rose un over
ilniln- fort Revet al hundred feet into the iii while
showers of rock md debris of .IIkind de-
scended upon every part of the fort hill. Though
':\u25a0 lasted only a few seconds the scene ;c*embied
the eruption of a volcano more than anything
else.

"Befon !<> o"< 1". k on th. morning of the 28th,

tli< hour ; \. •! for the explosion »>r the mines,
the sapping trenches leading to th<- f-:rt hill
were crowded with troops It was arranged that
there should i» two storming partl< \u25a0 of om bat-
t:<lion each, whik two mnn battalions were
h< iiin re.«er-/e '!'tr assaulting parties had been

\u25a0 artfully instructed, and thi officers were de-
t*-n Ined thai the fort should be taken at .ill
hazai ;

of the city. The Interior defences were arranged

In what might be called two tiers, the second
upon a slightly higher lev.Ithan th. Orsi Upon

the lower level were several lines of Infantry

trenches and protected casemates foi machine
and automatic quick firing guns, while upon the
higher level were tin. casemates foi the guns uf

heavier calibre. The strength of the garrison

v.is not accurately known, lviii waa estimated
;tt neai its actual trtcgtb of five hundred men.

"It was expected that even it th< explosion of
the mines resulted v cessfu.lj then would 1" .1

ti« \u25a0-<\u25a0•- struggle before it.> garrison waa over-
powered and the f<>rt taken. Consequently jrri;it

precaution: were taken thai tin- a saulta which
v.• re to follow th.' setting < >:T of tin mines should
result sui i es Bfully.

"This fort was the largest and had the strong-
Mi garrison of any of the guarding forts upon
tliis s'iUi'ii ot ih< enemy's line <»f defence east

"The difficult work of piercing mine shifts
under the i:.-i rrhlung fort was r-onipleteu.*'
says the author, "on \u25a0\u0084,..i

,. •-
and the

mines were laid ready for the explosion, which
had been fixed for the following morning. The
engineers and sappers had run two main shafts
under the fort walla from the moat for a dis-
tance of about lift;, feet, and at the further end
three smaller branch tunnels. Five mines, con-
taining a total charge of about two tons of. x-
plosive—dynamite and guncotton— were safely
laid.

The story •>; the destruction \u25a0•:" the last two of
these torts and the subsequent successful as-
sault upon Wangtai Hill is t»l<J by W. Richmond
Smith, who acted as war correspondent with
General Xogi's army for Th- Associated Pies .. of
this- (iiy.and the F.euter's Telegram Company!
of London, in his hook "ihi Sics> and Pu.ll of
Port Arthur.

By the !ni<l«lle \u0084f December all but two or
these io:ts had been captured by the besieging
army. hut the two that remained in the way of
an effective advance up Wangtai's slope*. were
the most powerful of the group. This was
known to the Japanese. .iii'! <:ne was taken to
eecure ;:,\u25a0!: capture at any cost Tunnel: were
run underneath both forts, and In these tunnels
were [.laced mints of dynamite and gi:neottoii of
FUj'ie;. ut power to convert them into masses of
ruins.

For fiveIng months, in the terrible heat of a
}lanchurian summer and in th( < ,en more dis-
tressing cold of winter, the troops of the Third
Imperial Japanese Army, under command of
General Baron >«ogi, burrowed their way by

means of sapping trenches to the walls of the
most important of the guarding points In the
Russian fortress belt about the belcagured city.

The Wangtai Hillwas their goal. f.»r it meant
/Yrt Arthur, because from Its lofty crest the bis
gun? of the Mikado's soldiers could dominate
not only th« various strong points in the enemy's
lin< of defence, but the city an Iharbor of Port
Arthur a:• well. Inthe early months of th< siege
the Japan* .<\u25a0«\u25a0 lia.l sought this same goal by a
series of assaults against ill powerful modern
forts that s-t. ..<! ntin< . in from .if \\ .\u25a0\u25a0, -i ii'a
slop* but in every nsr •',- wen hurled back,
crushed and broken, [lealr-.ing finally that he
ha.i unricrr-stitiiattd the .-spirit and strength of
the garrison ;is well a- the . ihh

•
ius defensive

power •\u25a0\u25a0 the forts that stood in the way of a
Fin-*essful advance. General N'ogi fell back upon
the slow* r but more certain methods <>( reduc-
ing the •

\u25a0! rding forts by scientific siege op ra-
tions.

Hmc the Japanese Took Port Arthur

Three Years Ago.
Thr<v \u25a0\u25a0•\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 ago this month the soldiers of the

Kmp.-ror iif Japan, upon the bloodstained hills
about the Russian fortress at Port Arthur, gave

the world a practical demonstration of what It
cost In lives and toll and explosives to capture
modern fort! by the accepted methods of sic-go
operations, before the aid of the airship could
V- count* on.

SIEGE IIV MIXING.
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THREE VKARS AGO THIS MONTH THE JAPANESE GAVE THE WOKI.I. A TEHKIWC DHMONSTK.ATIOX. WflK,;
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