
THE TALK OF THE DAY.

PERSONAL.

Ju.J^ John W. M. Kirn. now retired from the

bench of the Massachusetts Probate Court over

which he presided for many years. awefl na
eighty-rtfth birthday last Monday. Judge >**™

West Roxbury Municipal Court. r%.
eept the appointment of Judge of the bimoHi tro

bate Court in lSn.

Tho German Emperor sent a special courier from,

England with a BMOMSJi of congratulation for Dr.

Adalbert Tobold. on the occasion of the eightieth

birth of the venerable laryngologist The

\u0084U< r- also conveyed ti^ Information that

and similar felicitations were received from hun-

dreds of notable men. and trom nearly all tne meu

ical-and scientific oz-'an:rations in Berlin.
Senator Charles A. Culh^rson ot Texas, who has

been selected by the Sena& Democratic caucus
leader of the minority In the upper House was
born In DadeviUc. Ala.. June 10, ML \u25a0• Is the

son of thO lat-;David B. Culberson Consre^rr <:.

for twenty-two years from Texas. He »\u25a0"'\u25a0\u25a0•,'-,••W from the Vtrpinia Military In-t.tut-. In l-.».

and studied law at th- Unlvorslty of \ irmnu. H-

smled inT*xa* ar.H was Attorag <^n.-rul \u25a0or ,^t

stopped the propowd battle bSCWOCB Iorbett ana

litzslmmons.
Henry Ware Putnam, of the Harvard class of

•SI has been elected president of the Germanic
Museum Association of Harvard, in place of the

late Carl Scours.
At the annual meeting of the trustees of the WOW

England Conservatory of Music. George B. «-°«-

you. Secretary of th« Treasury was elected to

the board. Mr. Cortelyou was a student In th«

school inISB2 la the departments ***£$**
Throughout his <:are»r he ha^ kept hh'dJn^f.\,^
the oebool and m musJe generally. HewM«le.^a mcrnbti of the Conservatory Chapter of the BBS
foala Fraternity several years ago.

James B. Hill, of Atlanta, is the first negro in

th« country to receive a Canasta hero medal. A
>,- i- for $500 was sent as a reward tor risking tils

Ufe in £«£ -'terkl people in dan from a ruir-

»way team In Atlanta.
Mrs. Anetta \u25a0 McCrea, the flrst woman land-

Bcape architect m this country. Is the official land-

H&SSS? 2&!Sc?%?°&& S*T«S£
Western roads.

A "tuberculosis course" is the .latest addi-

tion to the public school curriculum m enter-

prising Plttsburg. No doubt it is veu to n

struct th« general public hi measures * " '

ance of the "white plastic." But we tod sup

posed thut the cure of children s health was

naturally committed to their elder,, and not

that bates and suckling* were to bo ,n...10 •-

sanitary guardians of the community Bu*r
baps the new 'study will sen« to 'fillup »\u25a0

chink" among the ten-year-old child's mental

diTerstons ... civics,« thetie .political econon*.

and the French drama of the eighteenth cc
-

tury. There.- nothing like keeping the infantile
mind occupied.

catch 'em. -The Springfield (Ky.J Sun.

Try the advice of Mother Goose and "Let 'em

al.-.ii<= and they'll come home," etc.

idly than they do that of gold they will:reverse

the process. We hope that they will tWn* of

heir own
S

pocketbook3 and go slow «£s*«
metallurgical processes. **i*^jgggfc
ncin* devotion a they have been showing- is

more than the world has a right to expect.
'" . •
IfWz?sM^ tS^aS 5

can.-TheW ÜbuU
but

SU e
an.-The Memphis Commercial-

Appeal. ,
On the contrary, we take such suggestions

•

the spirit in which they must bom

- "
contributions to the gayety of the nat.ons

THE SMART BATTALIONS
Methods of Dealing icith the ZJn,

jx>pular Officer. ,
London, November 27 \u25a0

The fierce light of publicity beats upon tfca
Household Brigade as well as the throne The
officers of the smartest regiments are popular^
supposed to be the spoiled darlings of. socisty
and when a Radical administration is in power
they are not allowed to enforce discipline fo»
"non-clububle" offences without having th«ir*
methods and processes closely scrutinized and
brought to light. Lieutenant Woods, of the 2A
Urenadier Guards, after seven years' service, wa^
advised by his superior officers to send la Ma
papers, and" instead of complying snbaiissr?^
demanded » court of inquiry. It is net nkaa>
that bo would have taken this course Ifha
father had not be'» contentious and fond 0»
litigation and possessed ofample means for eaj-
ploying expensive advocates, Sir John French
offered to settle the matter in an boor by *
personal investigation, but Mr. Haldane would
not consent to this summary method of dealing
with social prejudices and grievances. Therm
was the formal complaint of an officer tlut h^>
was the victim of something like a boycott In
his battalion, and that there had been aa or-
ganized attempt to get rid of him through ad-
verse reports colored with prejudice. He bad 4
right under the army acts toappeal to the Sacrt-
tary for War, and tha investigation was or-
dered. As Mr. Rufus Isaacs was employed to
present his case, his senior officers, who had
brought pressure to bear upon him, were com-
pelled to protect their reputations by engage
eminent counsel. All the confidential report*

were produced, and everybody concerned in the
case was closely questioned and rigorously cross-
examined. Day after day columns have besii
tilled in the newspapers with the evidence, an<l
the court of inquiry, after listening to the pet*

suasive arguments of distinguished barristers, is

now left to report its judgment to the Secretary
for War. It would be a trivial Incident, if it
did not illustrate the social ethics prevaiUcy ia
the Household Brigade, the flower of the British
army.
Itis the case of th* son of an officer of dis-

tinction taking a serious view of his profesaiea,

anxious to do good work and avoiding the dis-
tractions of drawing room, club md atbletk
sports. Instead of joining in the sports and
social life of hia fellow officers he remained
aloof, interested in book knowledge and not

mixing with his companions. He did not r>
out on the battalion drag, nor frequent tat
Guards' Club,- nor patronize field sports, nor
leave his card at fashionable houses. He waa
as temperate as he was studious, disliked bridge,
never gambled and was indifferent to horse-
racing. From the outset he was unpopular

among his fellow officers and was disliked by <

the soldiers under him; yet he had no vices, un
was merely quiet, industrious and reserved, with
no more obvious fault than that ofa disagreeable
n.anncr, which did not improve as he excited
coldness, suspicion and distrust. Lieutenac:
Woods apparently 13 a type easily r*cogniaßi la
universities, professions and society— wtii
meaning man of bookish tastes, who hat na
flexibilitym adapting himselt to those around
him and get3on everybody's nerves. Ha per-
ceived that he wa3 not liked, and mads per-

sistent eSorts to obtain special service- in Japan.

s^oniaiilanu and Egypt and to promotion to tas

Staff College. He had passed brilliant examina-
tions, he- was fullof ambition; he wanted an

opportunity for proving that he was a good sol-
dier, and he was unwillingto waste bia tuae as

a carpet knightin West End drawing room* aad
as a "clubable" guardsman. He had no friends;

the men whom ho commanded were irritated
whenever he gave an order. As a veteran of
the Indian army succinctly describes him, ha
was the kind of man to be left behind at the
depot of supplies whenever active work was «\u25a0>•
pected at the front.

"Kaggins" used to be the method adopted hi
the Guards for dealing with a case like this
When something drastic eeemad necessary for
reforming the manners of an uncompanionable

officer and teaching him how to comport him'
self as a gentleman in the King's uniform. Th«
processes were rough and ordinarily effective.
The victim who did not appreciate good com-

panionship could be tried by s'-,ir;i court mar-
tial, waylaid by the executioners, soundly

horsewhipped, dipped into a trough or other-
wise humiliated in the interest cf social fcar-
inony ajajd the prestige of the household brig-

ade. These methods had caused so much criti-
cism and scandal that an example had teen
made of on- of th- most efficient and popular

j commanding officers in consequence of the \u25a0üb-
i altern's irregular court martial and dlsdpUW.

The precedent had been established for boldhsJ
the colonel in command responsible for coarse
and brutal displays of messroom dislike asi
prejudice. There were threats that "ragg 4

would be revived in this Instance, aItUVBBI

Lieutenant Woods had been in service foramm
years; and the chief officers knew that ac \u25a0*•
mercy would be shown to them, if there-

*"***
Croak outbreak, as had been meted out to •»
lant Colonel David Blniecki who tad we*

forced to retire prematurely on half pay »odl
*

receive an annual pension £SOO less than »a-
other year's service would have earned, aft*l

splendid record In the Boer war. They tre-

i frightened and forced to take preventive nsas-
ures. There were confidential reports: t***o

"*
officer was subjected to close scrutiny; W» o»"

duct during the manoeuvres wcea he lea
'

company off the line Into a bog ««•«*£
criticised, and he was finally charged wltaro-
tary incapacity and advised to real«» W» *•"

mission.
~

wv9
All these trivial matters, of wfc-n 1°*

tried to gave an Impartial summary. **]?\u25a0£:
exhaustively considered in the proceed-^
fore the court of inquiry, which has Sees

to decide whether the adverse report* w
"mJJJ

titled ami unfair measures adopted for C«^
rid of an unpopular officer. "KagSWS. ' »

the risks of unpleasant publicity and w»

retirement of the colonel incommand, o
v^a

prevented, but the chief officer* \u25a0\u25a0 £J
heavily lined in the high costs c'-*'*™*.
defence. A new precedent has »*«

\u25a0sksd Incidentally, which
*"*

J*^"^'pr»-
among commanding officers. T"|* without
duction of confidential reports, writ-- j,^/
suspicion that the comments and **? j.ST9
tlons would ever bo made public. ' ,^.^3
been forced out because Ueutenan frr
father enjoys litigation and lo»«« B

n0S t
indulging his taste and m l°*

oenC.*&
eminent talent at the bar. Tno l\onfldrat )»»

be a natural one that anything 0..* w tf.
order In the relations of °m '' * ''

ualcadoa*
posure if reduced to writing. com

of the strictest privacy can be m»
tTit]i

of cross-examination by brim tfpj4js
lawyers, and the writers called up«

do
**

and justify every sentence. «ye
"

o[-{of ea*9

nnd it necessary to run up a he*' * '

tn hiring advocates to defend them- report 9
doubt there will be fewer «**£?%\u25a0 pr***
in future, and officers when asse
•Tagging" by watching 9USpe^"in

*
wits-**

Judgment upon them willbe un»«J« fof «*
and will have a marked PJ**^ »• „.
communications. Possibly there Trcced^ «
version to the older and better

tM
which the commanding officer^ gi**

altern in hand at an early «Uf^a**'
him timely and tactful advice I

manners and adaptins himself to r^«T
ment. If the rich * man 's «J •«*£7; j
\u0084,..,,,,!,, rinmnn.- and c-"1

! THE WATCHMAN'S REPORT.
Watchman, tell us of the night,
What its slgna of promise »re.

—Old Hymn.

.Men bo longer look to the atara for signs of
promise, as they did in those legendary days

when a watchman cried out that a strand' lumi-
nary was shining overhead and the heavens
singing "Peace on earth, good will toward men."
The olTl watchman lias passed away, together

with the city walls, the black streets and the
utter alienee of the dark hours. Tke heavens
are besmirched nowadays by so much smoke and
fog, they are Bidden by the glare of so many

street lamps and electric billboards that, even
if they had a message, nobody could decipher

it. Bo watchmen have turned their eyes earth-
ward and become reporters, interviewers, spe-
cial correspondents and they are discovering
a great many signs on this terrestrial globe

Which no ancient watchman ever found written

on the face of the starry firmament. Christmas
Is but a fortnight on", and yet watchmen here
and there are proclaiming omens gravely out of
harmony with tho traditional message of the
season.

The watchmeii*ih the. newspaper and tele-
graph offices of Hopkinsville, Ky., and the out-
lying region saw some very un-Christmaslike
signs just before dawn last Saturday. Instead
of a choir of angels soaring tunefully among

the still constellations, the Kentucky sentinels
witnessed a band of some live hundred desper-

adoes, masked and heavily armed, swoop down
upon the town, set fire to scores of buildings,

shoot down citizens and brutally maltreat some

men uno had taken the "wrong"' side in the so-

called tobacco war. instead of a bright star
guiding them to a peaceful scene, the watchers
\u25a0aw a furious glare in the sky, thrown by the
flames devastating the town. Neatly a quarter

million dollars' damage was done to Hopkins-

ville alone, and nobody yet knows how much the
environs suffered. Had there been even a slight

; wind the entire town would have been burned
to the ground, so numerous and scattered were

the tires started by the "Night Riders."
What signs of promise did that night afford?

Signs of anircliy, signs of free and easy crimi-
nality, unchecked by the feeble and cowardly

• righteous: signs of lynch law bearing its pois-

onous fruit in the complete breakdown of the
: soda] order; nothing more. If the signs were

readable only at Hopkinsville there would bo
small reason to lose heart over the watchman's

report; but was the last raid of the "Night Kid-
ers" Morse than any one of ithousand ether
recent anarchies less theatrical and organized?

The \u0084uly hopeful phase Of the episode is that
everybody can easily reed the true gjgnlfiran \u25a0\u25a0

of tiicse aueturnul portent| and, -having rend

Assuming this verdict to be based upon ade-
quate observations, we are confronted with a

remarkable social phenomenon which calls for

Investigation and explanation. The. speaker at-
tributed the decline of rustic morals to the in-
flux of a very low class of farmhands, l'.ut this
is only one phase of the matter, and perhaps a

minor one. A cynic might even venture to sug-
gest that the recent rush of parvcuus and
•'shady*' rich into fashionable country houses h:is
exerted a more harmful influence upon rustic
morals than hired men have inflicted. The root
of the trouble, however, Is deeper and manifold.
Itmay be summed up roughly in two state-
ments : First, the countryman is being brought

more and more into easy contact with town life;

but. P«*<-ond, his contact with itIs almost wholly

that of a spectator, not a participant. Trolley

Service and frequent railroad excursions, in com-

bination with the long continued prosperity Of
farmers, have brought the latter within arclight

range of the city's ancient allurements, just as

they have carried the lowest class of city labor-
ers out to the farms. Country boys who used
to go to bed at sundown now run in to "the
show" or else sit up shooting craps with the
hired man. And yet. although they sip at city
sins, they do not taste their unpleasant conse-
quences so easily as their urban brethren do.
Living in quiet seclusion and dipping into the
Main street crowds only when in search of
pleasure, country boys do not have the oppor-
tunity to learn what the seamy side of the
devils vestments looks like. Life in a crowded
city street is. on the whole, conducive to moral-
ity; it has its temptations, to be sure, but it
also has its hold-up men, Ha drunken brawlers,

its policemen with long, hard hitting night-

sticks, its fakers, its crooked politicians in
\u25a0\u25a0art, a walking, talking argument in favor of

every sort of virtu-. Joke books to the con-

trary notwithstanding, the rural visitor usually

leal only the picturesque and amusing side of

all Uiis.'jind be is. therefore, all the more nicety

Is depart \u25a0 greater abani r than be camel'
There may i«- another factor hi tka problem,

but in buggering it we do not urge its Bag*1*

TQWS .1 Vi/ COVXTRY MORALS.
How venerable Meal are being smashed ! Only

last Tuesday one ot mankind's most cherished
I>elicf3 was backed into fine splinters when
a normal school principal compared town ami
country morals in an address before the New
York State committee of the young Men's Chris-
tian Association. Surely since the days of Hor-
ace, and maybe for a longer period, cities have
universally beon regarded as sinks of iniquity,
festering sores on the face of society, places
peopled with tricksters, thieves and flabby-con-
scienc-ed creatures. The countryside, on th«*
other hand, has been the favorite haunt of chaste
simplicity, honesty, loving kindness and all
the other virtues. But after more than two mil-
lenniums of unchallenged supremacy this theory

is now cast down by a social Copernicus, who
tells his hearers that it is far easier for v boy

to go wrong in the country than in the city.

The rural population is said to be very immoral
and becoming more so.

Whenever Hi.- oiantivto take '<• lessening the
cost of yroducioc other v.i/nuno'iui. ., more rap-

It is a curious fact that it is • largely scientific;
discovery that has lessoned the Incomes of scien-
tillc men. Prices depend on all sorts of condi-
tions psychological as well as material, hut in the
end they aw determined by tho vahM of roM. ami
tin- value of gold depends on the cost of produc-
tion. The cyanide proct-ss find other advances in
metallurgy, mining and geology, as well as th<>
discovery' of bow fields, toy« BTfatly le«ened
tho cost of producing gold. The world production
of cold in 1896 amounted to $:»:].000,000, in 1906 to
$40) 000 <i¥i, or almost double. Unliko the wheat
crop, the annual output of gold is not consumed,
and 'tho supply Is probably increasing more rap-
idly than industry and commerce. The decreased
cost of producing cold tends to make all prlcea
higher and wage* and debts are n»y«H« in \u25a0 ,i,|..

less than had been agreed.— Popular Science
Monthly.

We shall feel that Oklahoma is neglecting

some of her opportunities if an effort is not

made to secure the Democratic National Con-
vention for Guthrie.

BERyADOTTErS GRAXDSOJ-
Iihas been the subject of frequent comment

that of all the marshals and princes who sur-

rounded Napoleon Bonaparte and gained places
on sovereign thrones only one founded a lasting

dynasty, and that was the lawyer's son, con-

queror of the Chouans and hero of Austerlitz.

who never beanie a personal follower or an

adherent of the French Emperor and who won

a throne not because of his aid but In spite of
l.is opposition. IImay be added that in dignity

and all the element* of royal worth that
dynasty has compared not unfavorably with

those which were ancient before Bernadotte
was born.

Th** venerable monarch who has just passed

away, grandson of Bernadotte and son of J">('

Phino. Bstnharnalff might truly be described as
•every Inch a king." There were more conspic-

uous sovereigns in Europe during his long

reign, but ticrc were low if any who aaore
lastly appreciated the functions of a modern
constitutional monarch or who more diligently

and \u25a0.
—

.- 1ully strove to justify the osi^M^e
of kingship by service to the people^For
thirty-five years Oscar IIlabored as earnestly

as any democratic chief of state for the welfare
of his kingdom. His reign was a period of
progress and prosperity mid of general ad-

vaSceuienl of bis subjects' welfare. Its one
untoward e\ cut—from his point of view was
the secession of Norway, which he strove to

avert by using all his influence for the just con-
ciliation of the Norwegians, and against which,

when at last it inevitably came, he protested
vainly but with a dignity not often rivalled In
royal utterances. Uf% was a generous patron of
literature, science and art, aud was himself a
man of -historian, essayist and poet

—
of

no mean rank. Sweden is the better for his
having reigned and the world is poorer for bis
death.

He has left tta kingdom strong nn<l prosper-
ous, to be reigned over by hi-< aon, a worthy

suci-cssor, slraady familiar with the duties of

kingcraft. There will be BO disturbance of

Swedish affairs. :*t home or abroad. beeaQSe of
t! bange of monarchs, ">ut only grateful recol-
lections of the Kinu- who Is dead and loyally

confident Hnticipatious for 'Ij'1 King v. ho live-.

to pee that the influx of educated men willham-
per and eventually exterminate only corrupt

leaders and the swarms of incompetent, inso-
lent, semi-criminal creatures of these undesira-
ble citizens who have brought both organized

labor and the efficiency of the American •rork-
Ittgasan into disrepute so many times. The

members of the education committee of the fed-
oration have also been convinced, itscobs, that
unions thus freed of corruption and narrow-
mindedness will, by becoming more liberal in

their attitude toward non-unionists, employers

and the general public, draw to thaninrlvea thou-
sands of intelligent :>nd competent laborers who
are now "s.-abs" only because they refuse to

endure the bribery -"'Ibluuderinz of a power-

ful minority of union leaders. With fullreali-
sation of the great spiritual and temporal ad-

vantages trade Rrhoohi will bring to organized

labor the committee has drawn up its report,

which should be respectfully considered by every
worklngmnn from ocean to ocean. Ithi a covert

thesis against ignorance, superstition and

bigotry.

GOlSa TO TME MOUSTAJS.
Colonel AVatters-.ti has just Bet an example "f

philosophic fortitude which may be of service
to Democratic editor* hereabouts who are disin-
clined to accept Mr. Bryan's third nomination
fer the Presidency as foreordained for the puri-

tion and salvation of the Democratic party.

Colonel \u25a0Tatteraan was himself lon- amen;

those who thought that salvation lay in quit"

another direction. Though he joined in August,
100<:, m welcoming Mr. Bryan home from a for-
eign' tour and acclaiming him the. undisputed

leader of the party, that welcome grew cold
overnight when the peerless Commoner *üb-

inittdfliisprogramme of government ownership

and operation of all the instrumentalities «>f

interstate commerce
—

programme which, s«

Mr. Wattcreon has often said, can lead only to

the •Mei;-;ini7,aiiou of th«- Republic"
Tb«; editor of "The Courier-Journal" had not

only decided by September, 1906, that Mr. Bryan

wouldn't do at all os a leader, but, with morn
practicality than the Eastern anti Bryan editors

have shown, had set about discovering boom

other Democrat on whom to devolve the leader
ship. After anxious search he descried a

potential substitute in Governor John A. John-
son of Minnesota. Hut unfortunately Governor
Johnson did not take kindly io the place <'f

volunteer and deliverer, and Mr. Watterson was

left in the Rime painful position in which Ii"
languished in I*77—that of having planned ami
eeneralled a relief expedition which obstinately
(ailed t'> niat.Tiaji/.--.

As an experienced and disillusioned ram
naigner Colonel \V:itt«T««i now knows when lift
has had enough. II- is no *lave to pride of
opinion; nor docs at- lioliev** '\u25a0\u25a0 ridins* bia
tbeorieti till tho heavens fall, lie \u25a0\u25a0 v -\u25a0• '.-• th.-

mountain if the fountain" renialas immovable
and deaf to the music "1 his parts <-»! s f%< ''\u25a0

Mr. Bryan having refused toreeogniae tbe fore.*

of the colonel's bTJggtstion that a new Douw-
cratic leader ipneeded, the Lionel is i-vr\u25a0\u25a0i'--.i la

withdraw that suggestion in the interest of
party harmony and solidarity. Havingdescribed
the Nebratkan as .1 Ben** dictator, bent on
exploiting the Democracy for Ida own profit and
-lory,and as a ravenous Popnltetic wolfmasking

himself In the sheep's clothing of orthodox Jef-
fersonianism, Mr. Watterson is still willing t<»
waive those trivial complaints as "iurui!i^' on
points of expediency" merely. Mr. Bryan having

decided to nominate himself, "The Courier:
Journal" baa enough of the spirit of sweet

reasonableness and pracious renunciation not to
balk at supporting: him. Said Colonel Watter-
son the other day in his best vein of charity and
optimism :

Itmay be that the old Democracy of strict

construction has passed from th« scene never
10 return, and that a new Democracy very lati-
t;:<l!ii'>us in its methods and its aims has ar-
rived upon the stage to stay. In the latter
event It cannot be doubted that Mr. Bryan is
Its prophet. He will surely be in the next
Presidential campaign Its leader, and bo, going

back to the midsummer of lan year, we recall
the acclaim with which v -• welcoiwed h\< home-
coming; and in perfect -••••' faith we repeat:

"Hurrah for Bryan!"

No one willquestion th< -p. •;;.\u25a0•; good faith"
with which Colonel Watterson has turned his

latest corner. His heart to large ami his preju-

dices are not invincible. He takes his Democ-
racy hoof, boras and all. and cannot be deterred
from honoring and (supporting the man whom
the i»;uty honors and supports, even thoagb ou
all the essentials of political doctrine his ditTer-
ences with the caadJdate-designate liave been,

as he Donfemes, "continuous and drastic." What
are opinions Between friends and liberal minded
JeffcrsunliuisV

tance May itnot he. though, that the astonish-
in" prosperity of American fanners lias MB-

Scrd their practices, just as wealth Is alleged

to have pluyed havoc with the morals of elt>

folk? A farmer with a cash surplus for pleas-

ure? (a probably like other human beings in

his susceptibility to temptation. Will a prophet

arise ere long to preach the decadence of rural

morals through opulence and to urge sinners to

mend their ways by moving to New York City,

where rents, ticket speculators and r.roadway

restaurants will soon reduce them to piety and

a six-room flat?

br/rcAGo TgE coyvESTios CITY.

Ilie [republican National Committee has done
wisely in selecting Chicago m the place for
holding the n«%xt national convention. Chicago

1j;;s over New York and Philadelphia; or any

.ity near the Eastern or Western coast of the

country, the great advantage of central location.
Delegates do not wish to cross the continent t.»

attend the convention. Only a few cities in tbe
Mississippi Valley .au dispute with Chicago this
advantage of position, and of these it is the
largest and best adapted by climate for an early

BmniDer gathering. With the hot weather that
may be expected In June conventions held in

cities to the south of Chicago hare often swel-
tered In their halls.

Moreover, Chicago by reason of its size has
the best facilities for handling a convention. It

baa excellent railroad connections. The tele-
graph act vice, to newspapers all over the coun-

try is usually better from Chicago than from a

smaller city. Hotels exist in Chicago la suf-

Qclent number to boote the delegates without
overcrowding and inadequate variety to suit all
sorts of purses, and because of this number Hi'-

convention landlords cannot be us extortionate
as the innkeepers of the smaller cities. The
colored delegate can be taken care <>f in Chicago

without wounding liis susceptibilities or those
of any one else, and it In always \u25a0 question

whether this can be accomplished in the more
southerly cities. In short, there is every reason
why Chicago should be the natural preference

of tin- national cbmniitteemen, all of whom

probably have had considerable experience in at-
tending national coaventlons, :m<l very weighty
considerations would have to be advanced to
overcome their first inclinations and lead them
to choose any other city as the contention place.
When all these fact* are taken Into considera-
tion tin* futility of trying to twist a political
significance out of the choice is obvious. Ifany
other city had been selected it might have been
competent to guess at the political motive for

its selection, but Chicago is named for the very
human reason that a large majority of habltunl
convention goers would rather go there than to
any other city of the comparatively few that it
hi really practicable to choose from.

them, try to forestall the great evils they

promise.
___^

—
i

__
j MOXEY Ayn BUSINESS.
| Investors at recent low prices kOT h«l the

satisfaction of Seeing the average of the sixt>

most active railway shares rise 9, 50 *£» £j
bottom point, and some issues have gained very

much more; but the sudden outbreak of specu

latlve enthusiasm is to be regretted. Before

funds are available for normal cash paymen
;by the banks, and while currency still com-

imand* a premium, the manipulators of Way

Street expand loans to boom the market and a

campaign is started against the short account

in certain specialties. To the conservative mind

there is no reason for sensational advances when

earnings arc etca/Hly falling off and reductions

in MOM dividends are almost inevitable. The

investor who take.,- .securities out of the market
,all see that prices are still bargains in the long

run, even after allowance is made for moderate

decreases in dividend returns, but speculative
purchases on narrow margins are not warranted

and carrying charges may become heavy betore

it is possible to realize profits. Ifmoderation

could be the watchword until the extent of com-
mercial contraction is understood a much firmer

foundation would be laid for the subsequent

rally. Meanwhile. the only facts that seem
potent are that prices a fortnight ago were
lower than at any time la seven years and th/;

nation is far more wealthy than in 1900.

Several more suspensions of banks. Including

one at Kansas City of exceptional size, have

greater significance as indications of the finan-

cial situation than lower rates for call money at

the Stock Exchange or the official reports show-

ing a per capita amount of money In circulation
beyond all records and a new high-water mark

of gold In the Treasury exceeding 5330.000.000
Locally the jone la somewhat easier, but on lons

term loans the banks display much reluctance
to extend accommodation. Itis well known that

heavy settlements must bo made ina few weeks;

hence resources are husbanded. Engagements

of gold abroad have continued, although only

small amounts arc now secured, but the total !

for the movement will be over 100,000,000, and

the more favorable trade balance on merchan-

dise account is a helpful factor. There ia no

prospect of an early outgo of gold. In the first

place, much delayed work only waits for reason-

able terms on which to borrow, and vents last

week Indicated the eagerness with which Wall
Street Utilises call money when it touches 6 per

cent, while it must not bo overlooked that tho

Treasury hi down dose to the lowest possible
working balance and will quickly withdraw a
part of the $240,000,000 of public deposits when
the urgent need is past.

Irregularity continues In trade returns. Not
only are reports from different sections conflict-
Iing, bat various branches of business in the
! tamo district do not obtain similar results. Ke-

i tall distribution feels the Impetus of holiday

I trad.?, although that is not uniformly vigorous.

j and the general tendency toward lower temper-
iuture. brings out a tardy demand" for heavy

Iwearing appareL A favorable feature Is th*»
. comparative depletion of stocks In many posi-
tions, owing to conservatism in making early

1 preparations. Duplicate orders come to whole-
;salers and Jobbers more freely on this account,
ibut the aggregate for the eeaeon is still consld-
!erably short of last year's figure*. Forward
i business Is likewise undertaken with arreat
jcaution, nltliough there is a growing tlment
1 that consumption willbe mare nearly normal by

1next spring. Nevertheless, no disposition is

': shown to stock up freely, and It is not surprl?-

iIng that manufacturers are operating machinery

J part time. Bank exchanges last week were
jlower than in tho name week of 100»$ by from

•4'j PT cent at (Minneapolis to 4<^'-j per cent at

| Baa Francisco, and not one of the leading cities
1 made a favorable comparison. This Is signifi-

\u25a0 cant, and it is also noteworthy that losses ap-

:pear almost as heavy In comparison with 1903.
Diminished demand is having a logical effect on
commodity pries, which have fallen steadily

;In the last t!x weeks. The few instances of
recovery are striking exceptions, and usually

Idue to the special influences of cold weather or
\u25a0 8peculation.

Manufacturing plants an increasing: active
\u25a0 machinery in several Industries after a month
Iof contraction, but more mills closed last week

than resumed. Curtailment is most extensive
in Iron and steel; not half the pig iron furnaces

now remain Inblast, and the. n*\v weekly record
of coke ovens that was established in October
has been saasaadad by on* of less than .">»> per

Icent or the fullcapacity. These wholesale reduc-
!tions explain the comparative steadiness of Quo-

tations that could be maintained in no other way

In the face of slackened consumption. Wire
mills are Still well occupied, but the heavier

1 shapes ofsteel await a revival of structural and
\u25a0 railway work. Although cotton mills have not

secured any additional business of note, more
Inquiries are recorded In the primary market,

and manufacturers' agents, might do business if
prices were shaded. Some readjustment is ex-
pected, but It is thought that there is not enough

Interest to warrant any changes as yet. No
developments appear in other textiles, mills
working only part time and raw materials tend-
tag downward. Several domestic wool quota-
tions are lower,and raw silk can be purchased at
largo reductions from prices prevailing last
season. Footwear shops at the Bast are fairly
active, Increased inquiries for leather being the
best sign, and hides have at last fallen to a
point at which business Is negotiated.

•Speculation incotton again followed securities,
and forsome time there has appeared to be mor«
than mere coincidence in the fluctuations at tho
two exchanges. cotton at

fluctuations
iaboveo exchanges, spot cotton at this city res • ahov<

12 cents a pound, while tho New Orleans price
was scarcely lower, and last week's exports rep-
resented a value of almost 520,000.000. This is
of International significance at this time, as has
been stated before in this column, but bears
reiteration. It. was also encouraging to note a,
very large gain in exports of other fain; staples
ast week, the outgo of wheat mid flour reaching
about \u2666i.000.000 bushels, which at present high
prices should provide a considerable supply of
bills in the exchange market. The rise in cotton
was also stimulated by most aggressive opera-
ions by the long account, based on smaller port

receipts than a year ago and belief in a much
less favorable ginning return by the- census
bureau. After early strength the wheat market

became easier, a better supply of money and
cars accelerating the movement to primary mar-
Lets, while winter wheat is in good condition,

and cables were more hopeful about conditions
in other surplus nations.

NEW-YQBK DAILY TRIBUNE. MONDAY. DECOIBE* 0. 1007.

Amusements.
AL'\DnilYor W B»O-« »-?*• Lion »nd th« Mouse.

AIJIAMJJIIA- -i: >- Vaudeville.
ASTUK—B:I3—Tom Jon<*. -,-i,»i^i,

i:EI-A«"«>-b:J-V-Th" V.arrtM of Viniinta.
JlEKKEWrv— l>^«»—l'our VUyt.
J'.UOK—«•:»>— A•• ,11's H.>•)!\u25a0• .
JSUANEY-S— SA^-m l>iavf.lo _
ItItOADWAY—h:I-V—The i:'.ufj(J ir
tABXBGIB HAM-:; < '«•:.

.\siv.i 6:ir. T. • Hay White War.
«•<)!<<N!\' 2—" -Vaudeville
iTWTERIOX BJO— Th< Morals el Marcus,

liars- h:ls—The Ijaneers.

J \u25baBWET—S-fr-yM'S"1*-

GRRMAN H:I3 <-revctt*.
' -

. • .> National M.tor Boat

i1i
1
i
IV.m«V;'k.-t.-ivs th. courts
I,l.^Jr l.;^l'.A!;1

- TkU.--^a...nd Th« lour

Se*f<niF. T . -
KXK*KI-:nHO<.'KEi:->:;!"\u2666-, TJltJ*"*J.TBE!tTY-s:ls-^' XHI«/ n>

\u25a0

I.T«t;i y. - RJO 1l «\u25a0 rw»*.

KANHATTA*;
-
'1! f.A IKH.SE

v.-,v -v:••i.f h r. Hi .\u25a0'"•\u25a0"
VFW VonK--->:»«-A.-.-.*--*\u25a0 *«aevll*B.
MVOI \u25a0.!•\u25a0\u25a0 -The M«»

"' th*Hour.
Man

rLi.ii.vrM.-M- ha -v ,•.',;•:'
"nt

TTv;w:r. s 8:» H*P '!'!- 1!

2 -« OM W"^"-'

Index M Advertisements.
\u25a0"

'
"T

'
mice, ''o1

MjlMtHiiWBaICT-.n
*

OmjJ Oeanlnp » J rSSc Notion 1= «
yr« •isaTt^;:::::::« s

ntviden-l Notice* 1-
-

|-~--lJ 11
*"*

J^5S- Sltn* '°ns• 4-r,j^bu^"eab-cripu* . ,
«^.;! h^ql!'-::"1^*l!'-::"1^*

Xtto%l**kVmUjErlimui

MONDAY. DECEMBER 9. M«.

This netwr is opened end published by

The Tribune Association. « Veto York corpora-

tin; office and principal place or business Tnb-

S» 9—9*. yo.m Wmmm street. V**>lor ;

<>gden MM*,president; W-iel Tvttlc, *»

rctary end treasurer. The address of the offir

«<•« is the office of this newspaper.

jJSetto^rminate dictatorship I..AprtlvrV'n^-t-rterm.na^ tb.. dicU.tnr.lup in Apnl

if the present calm Is »iain.^d;r7^of th'g£gS Sfi
name, in Courtras, Belgium.

DOMESTIC.—Th« call for the Republican Na-

T*o£-t H Fuller, secretary to Governor
liughes. denied a report that the Governor had

enslged rooms at Chicago inconnection with the

Republican National Convention.
—-- Lnon

labor men on railroads oast of tlie Mississippi

Si voting on demands for approximately IO

lucent higher pay. with a generalJtnke next

month as the possible alternative. __— tea
-

indent coke operators of the PKtebttr*dljrirt
voted to employ only American labor, \u25a0.-..-.

of superiority over foreigners, and to rawe
waeesT Secretary Straus of the Depart-

ment of Commerce and Labor inbis annual re-

iK»rt recommended national regulation m <<"-

\u25a0 walla— engaged in interstate commerce. \u25a0

John S. Whalen, Secretary of .State spoke at

Albany on the relations that shouldlrsist '••-

tween capital and labor. ===== The W atertovin
(X V 1 Chamber of Commerce complained to

the Public Service Commission in the _d

District against the service and rates of lh«;

\e,v York Central Railroad. : The annual

raavct of P. V. De Graw, Fourth Assistant
Postmaster General, was made public at \\ ash-

Rlngton.CITY.
—

All places of amusement were closed
lor the first time in year.-. A woman was
kill»^i in an automobile accident at Hastings-

«m-the-Hudson. ===== German Societies, repre-
CV -rented by 2,500 members. Inmass meeting cou-
\u25a0l «lemncd the Blue burs of New York State. \u25a0 \u25a0

~

k/ The Lusitania brought as a prisoner the accused
leader in $200,000 baggajre thefts. ===== Dr.Felix
Adler discussed the "Long Range Sinner" at
Carnegie Hal!. ===== Swedish churches made ar-
rangements to hold services commemorative of
Kins Oscar's death. ===== President Btldtney of
tbe Chicago Great Western expressed himself as
"conservatively optimistic" on the financial and
railroad outlook.

—
: A committee reported

various recommendations lor a systematic
architectural education at the recent meeting of
the American Institute of Architecture.

— =
The labor unions denounced the Sunday law de-
cision in strong terms.

—
.rrrr Two men were ar-

rested for defrauding a. tunnel company by pad-
<llnp th*» payrolls.=A second cabin passen-
ger on the Amerika. was held for selling in the
steerage bogus passes to avoid Ellis Island. . \u25a0-

-
An Asbury Park policeman was sent to rescue a
•woman who said Khe was held a prisoner in th»;

South. t-, . Transatlantic passenger steamers
reported rough weather. =z A journeyman
tailor was held by the Deputy Commissioner of
Immigration for refusing to receive his wife and
children.

THE
—

Indications for to-day:
Fair. The temperature yesterday: Highest, 53
degrees; lowest, 36.

THE WBWB THIS WOK*™*
-

Only a <-ommlttee report, 1., 1,.- sure, but a
xuod I..\u25a0_-.: ninsr. Itmay be lons before the fed-
eration accepts and practises the advice; but in
tin* mean iii,,<- i: is consoling to know that
knowledge of Jhe value \u25a0\u25a0, trade schools to
American work •,-j... • is spreading among labor
Jejdcrs i»..-ii-ii.

-
the latter still lielieve that

Industrial education will profoundly modify
mi tin* lir.l:l«< .-IIp and |m,|'.|.-- of many
unions:, but whereas they |.>:iii.-il\ th<«u;:bt
Jh«>e ohansres would operate in the <li':i.;.,(M

:Uf"vl the majority of unionists, they now h?jia

I
We Indorse any policy of any -society or asso-

ciation having for its object the raising of the
standard of industrial education and the teach-
ins of the hither techniQue of our various in-
dustries. ... . We report in favor of the best
opportunities for industrial and technical educa-
tion obtainable for prospective applicants to ad-
mission into the skilled crafts of this country,
particularly as retards th" full"possibilities of
such crafts, to the end that such applicants be
:ltted not only for all usual requirements, but
also for the highest supervisory duties, respon-
sibilities and rewards.

A CHA\GE OF HEART.
The popular opinion that labor unionises are

generally opposed to the extension of the trade
school system in this country is founded on
something more than nmior. Time and a^aiu
the efforts of progressive educators and school
board oflk-ials to secure the establishment of
auxce form of industrial instruction, either pub-
Ik' or private, have been openly hindered and
\u25a0•iwllj thwarted »>> tailoring in«in with union af-
•rfttjous. TL»;reasons given t«.r this opposition
are many. Inn the .lii« out' is the fear that any

sreat increase in the number of educated work-
jßimf'D will w<:ak'ju the strength of organized
liii.i.; Itha- been said that trade schools will
wreck unionism itoth from within and from
without; from within by creating cliques of
school trained workingnien who willexalt theni-
*elves abore their s-liop trained brethren and
eventually relegate Ike latter to a subordinate
class, and from without by producing many
"open *hep"' sympathizers. That the weakness
of th«s<« arguments has been seen by the more
enlightened unionists appears from the action
recently taken by i!:.- education committee of
the American Federation of I^ibor. This com-
mittee voices its sentiments in no uncertain
w«»rd£. laying:

According to "The Shippln* World." of London,

the new high fperd turbine topedo boat destroyer

Mohawk, which recently had several trial speed

tests under forced draft In the North Sea. Is one

of the fastest war vessels In the world- While all

the official figures concerning her apo* tests have
not been made public, ithas boea learned that she

maintained for six hour a speed of 336 knots, and

later warmed up to a quarter of a knot better on

six consecutive testa over a mile course. The Ma-
hawk, Which Is propelled by five turblnes-threa
ahead and two astern— wa.- built by J. S. Whit- &

Co of Baal Cowoo, und»r license from the Par-

\u25a0ooa Marine Steam Turbine Company. Her tur-

bines represent 14,000 indicated horsepower, the
steam of which la generated by s!x water tube

boilers tired by liquid fuel, of which she can carry

seventy-three tons. Bh h SN feet long; has a

beam of -• feet, a drnft ofIfeet and a displace

m'-nt Of SW tons.

'•t'.+Pi-le. Tihat are you handling • -l U U candy

"Because, mamma, you told me lmust eat only
the pic- Ibad touched with ny nnsers."— Life.

\u25a0'Most of '\u25a0
" so-called absent-mindedness," said a

Columbltt professor to his class not lor •* "is

due to the fact that »i; the mind seta to run-
ning aJon« a certain channel it la difiicult for it to

turn aside to tak* in something that la outside tho

course along which it is travelling. The othor
night, for lust.!-..---, my wife and Iwere planning

to BO to the theatre. When ,1 wrao downstairs

about 1:38 o'clock the tie that Ihad on did not meet

with my wife's* approval, and she asked me to 11

upstairs and change it. 1 went, while she waited
below, but to her surprise 1 did not return. Final-
ly, thinking t;.ut something must have happened,
sho wont upstairs to my room. What do you sup-

pose she found? Simply that when Ihad started
to tako off my tie my mind had been set in a cer-
tain train which It followed, and there 1 was with
My pajamas on. Just climbing Into bed."

Mamma.— Your overcoat will never tit you this
winter.

Bobby—lknow it won't, mamma, but my skates
will;m don't let's worry-

—
a number of old graduates >>: German universi-

ties who in their student days) were corps mem-
bers have modi! a protest in the "Uurschenschaft-
liche Rlutler," against the continuance of the beer
drinking requirements which have always been es-
sential to good standing in the corps. "Tho old
times," til. fray, "when tho 'fuchs,' or freshman,
could not advance unless li« served his time as
•bi-rJUMK1

'
and when the man who could drink

tin; most was the best man, should be considered
pint and gone. Let the intemperate drinking and
the senseles customs be banished. In tine, a man's
eligibility to corps honors should not bo jeopard-
ized by his abstinence from unreasonable indul-
gence in beer." "What next?" asks "DIo Neve
'/.< !t." "The play of 'Hamlet' with the part of the
melancholy T>an« left out is often referred to as
a safnplo of the -absolutely Impossible, but the
classic phrase becomes less powerful In effect
when compared with a German corps student
without beer."

"Bspottoaoa.*' said the man who indulges Intrite-
sayiiiKS. "i-> the brat teacher."

•\u25a0Yea," answered the racetrack philosopher, "but
it usually leaves n man broke so that ho can't
play his information."— Washington Star.

Under the head. "A Triumph of Vanity." this
story is told In a recent number of "GilBias": A
Frenchman, just back from China, says that the
Imperial edict against opium is a great blow to

the thousands who were slaves to the habit, and
all sorts of subterfuges are resorted to by j»>*»T»le
who think they cannot exist without it. The law
provides that people over • i\% years old are ex-
empt from tho new regulations, and consequently
the number of patriarchs has Increased wonder-
fully.

' Sturdy men of forty and ttfty have declared
themselves "old." and where nature has made the
deceit too evident paint, cosmetics and other arti-
ficial means have been employed to cheat the eye.
Tho government was not slow to discover these
frauds, and severe punishment has been Inflicted on
many offenders. Strange to say. although women
are as much addicted to the opium habit as men,
not a single case has been discovered where a
woman made herself older in order to be allowed

to use opium. •

Jack—lhear you are engaged to that homely
Ms;-.. Gotrox;

Torn—-Yea; .-!'•' has half a million in her own
riKiii

Jack— But money doesn't always lead to ham>i-nnes. oM ma.v. . . .
Tom—True, hut it •• >ivil« to h> Ip MTnr in tha

se.urcU,-Chicagt> Newa.-^g§K

ft


