
AT THE WHITE HOUSE.

IFrom The Tribune Bureau. 1
Washington. Deo. 9-The President had> ••

guest at luncheon this afternoon Thomas K. V\at-

son Populist candidate for President three y*ara

ago Mr Watson had a financial relict plan which

he wished to discuss with th« President

William R. Willcox. chairman of the PwBBC ser-
vice Commission of New York, called to aM «M

President, and talked with aha about .h.s wort.

Mr. Willcox will remain in Washington until to-

morrow.
The St. IX)uis pf»stuias»ter»hip was tak'-n up •>' •»

conference between the rresldent and Representa-

tivos Bartholdt, Coudrey and Caulfleld.
George A. Knight and Thomas .1. Atkin. Rep»st>-

lican national commltteemen from California aii<«

Missouri called to say goodby before returning M

their homes. Other visitors at the White House

included Senators Warner, Long. Bcveridge, Clay.

Perkins. Smith. Dlxon. Clapp. Bourne. Daniel and

Burnham. Vice-President Fairbanks, Representa-

tive* Hepburn. Adamson. Hayes. Kahn. Pratt. VJ-

lis. Gronna, Dwlght. Fassett. I>andis and KlnkaW;

ex-Senator Patterson, of Colorado: ex-Governor
Frantz. of Oklahoma: Solicitor General Hoyt. cf

the Department of Justice; Samuel Gaaopera and

Charles P. Neil!. Commissioner of Labor.

Mrs. Clarence Falmestock, Mr*. Prescott s>ud«.
MiM I.onis" Gullivor. Mr?. Ira Barrows and Mr*.
Andrew Vanck Stout are among those who will
take an active part in the doll sale on Thursday
next at tii^ Waldorf-Astoria for the/ benefit of th<»

mo.ioi flats support**! ana managed by the As-

sociation or Practical ITous<-ktvpin;c Centres.

Amons: those seen at the Metropolitan Op*r*
House last t.?s!it were Mr. anil Mrs. Nicholas
l.f.n^iiii!,.who were withMr. and Mrs. Cornelias
Vanderbilt. in th» Wilson box. No. 3: Mayor and
Mrs. Catitia B. MeCMaaa, in Box No. -*; Mr».
Charles H. Alexander and the Misses Alexander.
Mrs. _r,i.-n Mills, who had with her Mrs. Henry

Pfajppa .m.i her daoahtcr. Miss B-;ttrice Mills:Mr.
and Mrs. \V. K. VanderbUt, ar.. Mr. aaMl Mi \u25a0
Kr;in«-is Hyde. vir and Mrs. Luther Koimfzr. Mr.
and Mrs. M Ohik1 Wilson. Mr. and Mrs. Wi'lUra
Doaadaa aaaano. Mr. and Mrs. Klbridg*}T. <;-rry.

Oiilahaaa Woao and James Speyer. ,

Mr. and Mrs. Stow* Pbelps have,returned iron
their wedding trip, which consisted of a journey

around the world. Stowe Phelpa will lead til*co-
tillon at the Christmas dance of tne Friday Junior
Cotillon, which will h.» given at Sherry on r>«-
cemb»-r SI.

Mrs. William Douglas S!oan». Mr?. Warren
Delano, jr.. Mrs. Lindley Hotfman «~hapln ami (»•*!-

i-ral Horace Porter wtr» among those present :»>

Albert Morris Bagbv's musical yesterday mornin»
at the Waldorf-Astoria, where Josef Hofmann and
Mine Ga«tski furnishod the principal features of
th« pngnaaw Signor Bond will sins at next

Monday's musical.

-
Mrs. Frank K. Btargrls will r»?ceiv» on Wednsv

•1..- \u25a0 in January nnr! F'-br'ian.-.

Mr. and Mr?. Cleveland H. Dndgi and th* Mlss»*
Dodge hive gon<* to Washington, whence they win
proceed th« day aft»r to-morrow to Princeton..

Mrs. Charles S. Brown gave a large reception

yesterday afternoon at the Colony Club for tt*»

dehut of h»r daiishter. Miss L*cy Caroline Brown,

who was assisted in receiving by Hiss Dorothr
Turkoman. Miss Anzonella Kane. . Miss H»l<»»i
Foster. Miss Helen Alexandra. Miss Madeleia* Bor-
• i-'1. Miss Dorothy M"ran and Mt«^ H=>n R««»-s

Maior General and Mrs. Frederick D. Grant bar*
isst:-»i1 invitations for a. dinner at Sherry's on r>-
Prmt*r J7 1.. m«-»t Their fon. Lieutenant Ulysses S.
Grant. U. S. A., and hi* bride, who wm Misd
Edith Root.

Mr. and Mrs. .lohn R. nr»-x»l have; iss»i««i inrttji-

T-...H. for \u25a0 dinner on n'« T"«-.««1ay at their >"«»«,
in Baal aM ptvoot,

ReeowttaaM will be given this afternoon a; Mrs.
i#wh •\u25a0;.«= T>>.iv:.--.i for bay daughter Muriel, <**

hp houf"-. in East T2d street: by Mrs. Archibald
Rogers, far Mis* Eleanor Rogers, at her house, in
Madison avenue: by Mr? Caaatss P Dickey, nt
hrr hou?*-. In Fas* 51st street, for r»r >i3UaMir.
Miss Francos Dickey, and by Mis* H*»l*n QoaaaX at

Hot hons". hi Fifth av«>nti*r

Mr. Thomas !litch«-o«-k will *»nt*;rt^in a largo
party to-day at luncheon at h»r house, in East Mb
-trfff Th» lun«-hf»on will he followed hv brldr».

Mr. ami Mr- Thomas N>wbold and Miss Mary
Mewhold returned y*»"«t**rday from Hyd« Park.

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick W. Yanderbtlt return to
tot*n 1..-.lay for th»« s*»as«»»n from th*?ir plac»'a*
Hyde Park. N. v

NEW YORK SOCIETY.

join hrr there hi lime for th- Christmas Day r»|».
1.1 iil.fMi.

Mr?. Wiltiani" Barr*»tt Kids<»iy entertained a
liin«-hfHjnparty »»*-diiy for Mi.-- Eleanor Ri<tzVl7.
.Mii.'iiK 1'<\u25a0\u25a0>• guests were Mile. Nabuco. daughter
of the Ambassador from Brazil and rr,»
Nabuco; atna Hoyt. Ali.xs WsaiXiij. yUn matt
UM HaaMa Butler, Mi*- V.ra Downing-. Miss Jan<»
Sands. BUm Mary Scott. Mi?? Katherin*? L»^c!i and
Miss Tahi Nohl'-.

Miss Anna Pauldinc. the niece of Senator r>p<»w.
will com<» to Washington th*» last of this month,
ami will ratafia with Mrs IVpew on New

"

Year's
Day.

Mrs. Augustus Eddy has saves up h»r lirro
apartment in 16th street to her son-in-law anl
daughter. Senator :<r..| Mrs. Beveridge. who mill
occupy it for th" winter. She -will Join them h»r»
for an occasional vis.it.

7 hi: AUTOCRATIC czar.
The hot dispute over the retention of the word

"aatoeratie." as descriptive of the Czar, in
which the Russian ['<.imi.' has recently engaged
savors partly of a mere wrangle over words.
though baps more of differences in their
interpretation, and most of all of the fulfilment
or uon-fuliilment of promises and expectations.
Also1 it is reminiscent of the attitude of Russian
parties toward the imperial manifesto of Oc-
tober ."0. l'>».".. which forms the basis of the
whole matter. Tho Conservatives, it will be
recalled, regarded that utterance with dismay
and with indignation, as a wicked surrender of
imperial autocracy, :'nd insisted that it cf-
f<«cie<l /.<"> «c « profound and irremediable
Kave through re^ol^^tion

—
ehaage in the

thinjr more than has appeared in the course
of the investigation, must he regarded as
strantre. disappointiag and disoooragbajc.

TBE XEW? TniS VORXIXG-

CONGRESS.— Srna to: 5^0:..l resolutions
providing for an inquiry- into "^j?*?^
bond issues were introduced. House: I. v...
announced that the committees will not be aYaV

|.ointed this week.
FOHEIGN— TI^e final Btage of the court mar-

tial of General Stoessol will"begin in St. Pe;«>rs-

ban to-day. = - Mrs. Taft was among the
iiassenpers for the steamer si.l-nt Grant who

were tossed about in , disabled tender in Boa-

logne Harbor. ===== The bursting of two^rcat
water mains caused a general suspension ol

badness in St. John. N. B. ===== Bemii» Kas-
>cn tril»esmeii asked forgiveness, hoping to stop

the French forces in Algeria from adyan«-in«
upon them. :

= Emperor William arrived In

London to spend three days sightseeing before
.i^partine for home. ===== Th- necessaryj \u25a0*'-

Tancfments willnot permit of Hi- holding of th*

funeral of King:Oac r within a fortnight.
The steamer Kroonlar.d brok- her shaft in a
heavy pale westward of the Lizard. \u25a0 Rus-
sia, h was learned, plans to market a foreign
loan in lfas».

T>OMnSTIC. Senator Forak^r wrote to tbe
chairman of the Ohio Ucpublican State Commit-
tee, asking that delegates to th. state conven-
tion he chosen at \u25a0 primary election. \u25a0

Fourteen of th' sixteen vessels composing the
Pacific fleet were gathered .-.' Norfolk. =====
Sixty-six bodies wero removed from the min^s
.'f th" Fairmont Coal Company, at Monongah,

W. >\u0084.-; scenes about the mouth of the
i>iino-< were pathetic. it was announced
that t!-,«- <lold'i. '.a mil would b«* reopened on
Thursday: do membmi of til*-Western r.-.i-r..-
ilon v. il! he employed ===== -l "hi K. Abeam.
Borough President of Manhattan, was removed
from office by Governor Hughes on the israjes

«if Kleel and misconduct preferred by the City
«tub r=rr nuns. Emma A. Huntley. of Bast
Soniprvillc, Mi."., who is thought to be insane.

killed her two orphan grandchildren, who were
visitingher. \u25a0

= The lack of \u25a0 sufficient num-
ber ofbeds Inthe hoys' department at the Tombs
Is set forth by members of ttw State Commis-
sion on Prisons.

ClTT.—Ptocks were lower. ~^zn was learned
that negotiations were In progress for the con-

Ny sohdation of the Mercantile National Bank with

Km*'11
*I*'1*' or in.^r-- national bai ks <>i this city.

Wm T".m more notes said to lie i'-i>i'i'i-> wen found
r by receivers of the Borough Bank.

-
The

Attorney General begai an investisation
through baadwrttinc experts of the proceedings
i- the appointment of .lolin<* ami Robinson as
receivers for the H*tror«olitan str"i Railway
«nd the Near York City Railway. ===== A. H.
Pfnfth. general marac<T and vice-president of
th« New York Central, was placed on trial on
the rharc5 of ;n:inslii!ci:' \u0084 growing out of the
Woodlawn wreck last February. == Charles
M.Preston, as receiver for the \". -.'. York Bui

-
fnc lyoan-Bankinsr Company. t^stiiioH that
he bad never made formal contract with his
coana* L t

'"*"
Th«» city made arrangements with

the .Vow York P<dJ< Company to furnish
jwwor for t!:.- new In s*»rvii-o. and failure to
supply the jiowor i..;.'. oertain liti..i— v. ii'
make the company liable to a an* of $500 :i
mltiute. —-^z— Columbia students, owing to
{hefts in the university, talked of forming a
vicilance committee. = -_ The Aldermen, it was
said. would try to nub the Sunday law less
drastic. '- R^presontaTivo •-

'.it said Speak-
er Cannon would-be ;)\u25a0\u25a0 Republican nomine*
for President. =rr Norman B. Mack said the
National Dfmorrati> v'onvention would 1*« hold
fltb«>r hi St. Paul or Louisville. :

—
Federal

officials brought out fact« to y-hnw \u25a0 that the
Tobacco Trust had tried to rnorral th*> widen-ing of Its activities

The members of the Hoard of Water Supply

were specifically authorized by law to se]«>ot

not the lowest bid. hoi thai which they con-

sldered the best bid; and they did it. They
were rarerolty selected for their places with a
view to their exercising their discretion and
fodgmenl for tbc <ity's weltare; and they did
it. They wore expressly directed to "select tbe
"bid <>r proposal the acceptance of which will.
•-hi their jmilifmint. best gecure the efficient
•p.-rfornian-f of 'h<1 work": and they did it,

with the reinforcement f>f their own judgnipnt
by th" deliberate and expert judgment of ihe
ln^t technical authorities at their command.
That Ihe propriety of tueir action should l>e
<;illf?<l into question, save on the basis of some-

THE ASBOKAX fKQVEST.

Tbe inquiry into the awarding of the contract
for the Asbokan Dam is ended and the official
judgment upon it is awaited— the public feel-
ins, meantime, morn surprise at the meagre-

ness of the ease -vhich was presents! n^ninst
tbe Board of Water Supply. A widespread
sentiment is, we have no doubt, that if noth-
ing more could br adduced against the pro-
prioty of the award it was not worth while
to hold the inquest at all. That view of the

case will be strengthens by keeping clearly

in mind what the real question at issue Is. It
is hot whether tin*- Water Board had a legal
ripht to give the contract to say other than

the lowest bidder. Of that there can be no
question. The board was specifically and de-
liberately authorised by law, after full riiscus-
pi.>n of that very point, thus to award it.
Neither is there a question whether such an

thorization or such practice- is proper. Taat
has been answered in the affirmative by usage.

The real question is whether the Water Board
a<te<l wisely and exercised commendable dis-
.-retion in passing over the lowest bid and £iv
ing the contract to the next higher bidder.
in considering that question these fundamental
facts should be kept in mind: That the re
jected lowest bid differed so much from all the
rest as to be in a class of Its own. that it was
confessedly made on a basis of inexperience
and imperfect information and th:«t the maker
of it. after making it. realized that it would
probably at best afford him an insufficient mar-

pin of profit and "as therefore quite ready to

withdraw it. It will probably appear to the
average impartial mind that those circum-
stances jilone went very far toward justifying
the Water Board in passing over that bid.

Further ground was afforded by experience.
Nobody who has followed appreciatively the
course of waterworks extension and other pub-
lic enterprises in and about N<'w York can
fail to have remarked that excessively low bids

have often meant .-ostly work and much delay,

.Mud that readvertisinc: for new bids, while
opening the door to praye abuse--, has often

been unsatisfactory. Examples of low bids

lwve been afforded by the Harlem River Speed-
way. by the Jerome Park Reservoir and by
the Muscoot Dam, earn of which works has

hriomci proverbial for exaggerated cost and for

wearisouic delay, It would be difficult to con-
ceive a greater calamity in connection with
the BShastaa I>am than to have it managed as
those works were. As for the results of cmi-

..\u25a0niii<r all bids and calling for new ones. let the
example of the now Cmton Dan suffice a" a
reminder of their evils.
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violates tbe statute because be knows it is a

de.id letter? Each rontribotes in bis own
fashion to brlOf law into disrepute bf the ptac-

tkal dace under wbj<ii each fia> his own way

and the city has strict laws and a liberal Sun-

day .-it the Vain.- tini'\ if respect for law call*
for self-restraint hi violating laws once
enacted, it equally calls for self-restraint iv
trying to pet or 10 keep on the books in a

country like this, where the majority has its
way uVnallv no matter what the statutes are.
laws that do not ebujmaDd the assent of public
Kentimeot.

The Sunday Mjacstion will never l>e settled
to the entire satisfaction of the whole com-

munity. Views of the proper use of that day

vary nil the way from th«- treatment of it as

a rellsious to the treatment of it as a secular
holiday, according to 'he origin of the various
<;.ti;ciits in oar ..•snio)>..lit.in population, .but

\u25a0•very one will agree that no pood is accom-
plished by patting strict Sunday laws on the

books and then tacitly icrror their violation.
1:1,.1 tli<> discreditable tni««' Ifyou believe that

your moral yearning should prevail, or tlie city

will so from had to worse, tight for the en

forcement of the, laws that express them. not
for their mere preservation as dead letters.

If yon believe th;<t the strict laws arc m un

warranted interference with your rights and
liberties, ticrht for the repeal of the laws, and
do not acquiesce in their existence on condi-
tion of l»eins permitted to disobey them.

THE TVXATHKR Indication for to-day:
Rain The temperature yesterday: TTirh*>st.
f2 decrees: lowest. 41.

v
-

•\u25a0 rail atteution to iljjs tacit tram bMeataw
ithas been the fashion to -

•\u25a0•.<-• party to it
and ignore the other. Miexistence nsaehes dis-
respect of the 1 \u25a0\u25a0.* . «nd the breakers of t!ie law
hare very naturally been visited vnth most
condemnation. But u>«*s t!•<• man who puts or
insists on keeping bin uiom! \u25a0 . \u0084nr: _•- <mi tb<?
utaiTitf looks when lie {< .-,:- or has reason to
kn«jw from expcrien«-o that tln»\ so into \ho
Ta«t volume of dead-I<:tt<T law* show, :my
more r^i"r! for law tli^n does the man who

/ -v» TBE TRUCE.
The old truce between the bnraaakers and the

lawbreaker* was violated Sunday, and th*»
l»w-bre8k«TK M usual upon mdi mraston

\u25a0*r<>r*» filled with oon?teraation and dismay.
Totrinc revence and r"cj.oninp up their liurjoer-
lcsl -•r<=nsrth: while the lav.makers, ai>prov-
1n;. thought of bow little avail even in a d**mo<;-
ra<\r more nnmork-s! strength may be and how
even there tbri<c armed ie b" who bas

—
or

thinks
—

bis quarrel just. By the old truce wo
aaeaa teat tacit ajnwnjent by which a minority
wjtiout question oajoj-s tlie satisfaction of put-
tine -":

- on the books or keeping them there
rrovided tbe majority, equally without molesta-
tK»u. po^sess^s the ptivile-^p of hrpMkine them.
Th^ system vorks very comfortably under
ordinary csaisaaaaaaaflts. Ith-.i^ in it those o!«>
rarnt« «.f compromise by which scmmptv usually
P

- «••« in hall cive-aiid-tatc -world. The
minority- for vr* fee! stir** there- is only «
minority in favor of such risers as this city
**ndured on Sunday, whatever division of opinion
tli«r»> may ho ujiod som*- details the minority
onjoys fr*»«donj from interfer«urc in ena^tins:
hat« laws what Mr. Jerome bappily called its
"moral yearning." The majority usually lias
«*qual freedom from mterferenc- in gratify;!^'
It*physical or aasthetir yearninp*. Itcares not
v m rnakfis »hi laws. so Jons us it may break
I!,.II:

ORGAN CHAMBER FOR GRACE CHURCH.
Plan.* have been filed with Mr Murphy. Bafl*'J^'

Superintendent, by Renwick. Aspinwall •* Tu \lj,'.
is architects for. the Corporution •\u25a0' Grace cc°tn*-^
»t Broadway .u'-i i'»'li street, for remodelling

rhantry for the adilition of a «•»» organ rhaf
••*

The improvement will necessitate the removal. o

MM «f the lar?« «;..rl.i.- windows. with it» ston*
tracery • and stain«»-l glass ',JJ

. TRANSATLANTIC TRAVELLERS
Arnontt those who sail for Europe to-day ar«:.. .-..•• i-.-.- \u25a0. fTKCTUE. FOB BREMEN .

w. 1?. ArnoM. Mr. and Mrs. Morten 6mitS-
Franklin Gaylord *Monel and Mrs. A. i**^

Mr and Mr*.I*H. «;r»y. ronce "WeUseritl.
Mrs. S. T. Strickland

Among the passengers who returned from abroad
yesterday were:

i.\ TOOUIIIK FROM HAVRE.
Vi. lor r.rftyrr. Itumberto RodriKU*»-
1S;im..iievil- \u25a0 Th«- Alias's Rodr«u»i.

John D., Jr., Excites Bible Students
/>// Mention fur President.

John P. Rockefeller, jr.. aroused wildenthu?ia*tn
among the members of the Biblo class of the Fifth

Avenue Baptist \u2666'hurch alter the class dinner *t '.

tlie Murray MillHotel last night by .^usK^^tin^ the
possibility of tlie election of (.lovernor Hughes as
President. Mr. Rockefeller had b«*«>.n ref«»rrins to

tlie work of the cJaaa in the eleven year? •' its
existence, »nd said that some «>f the members

;might \u25a0..\u25a0! eat a Christmas dinne? in the White
|House as guests of the man who had already »n-
I trrtaineJ some <•:" his former classmates as Got-
i'":.i'r.

There were more than two hundred of the mem-
ben of the class and their friends at th-» dinner.
Mr. Rockefeller acting as toastmaster. Th« prtn-
i-ipaJ speaker \u25a0\u25a0' th»^ \u25a0 aaafj was Frank a Van-
derlip. vice-president of the National City Rank.
and in Introducing him Air. Rockefeller spoV«

of the recent financial stringency, saying that Mr.
Vanderlip was probably better qualified than any
other man to explain its causes and give advlc*
to the end of preventing its repetition.

The dinner itself was simple, and. although many

men wore evening dress Mr. Rockefeller himself-
tliii not. The only absentee among the expected
speakers was ex-senator John C. Spocner. of Wis-

consin, who was unable to get away from la»»
pint'!,- business affairs- •\u0084:-'..:

Mr Vanderlip said that the recent financi-J
troubles were due to the practical exhaustion of
capital. Great enterprises, he S3ld. cad absorbed
a lot of money, and there hid been heavy losses
on account of -wars in the last few years. Mr-
Vanderlip said also that many financiers had twae

to feel a distrust in tb« fairness of public opinion-
and that the exhaustion of capital and this foaaas
of distrust had conspired to make the period M
moving the crops this year a difficult one- Tbo
speaker blamed th« inelasticity of th« currency tot
much of the trouble.

'- =..• r
Before the sjeakins began th<» audience !•«

through two verses or "America," led by "s*l
Owens, an English entertainer, who has th« method
of George Grossmith and the late Corner Grain-

The class elected the following officers: Pree*aaSl»
J. M. Troxel; vice-president. John D. Rockefeller.
jr.. first recording secretary. R. Phillips; seoosd
recording secretary. A- C. Thomas; corre»pondl=s

secretary. H. T>. Robbins; treasurer, A. W. VOfbt.

CONSUL GENERAL ULLOA ELECTED.
A cable, dispatch received hero yesterday fro«B

Mexico City, where the International Sanitary Con-
gress is m session, said that the next convention
of that body would bo held in San Jose. Costa Rl'^»>

111 Haft
Dr. Juan J. l-iloa. the Costa Rican Consul General

here and delegate, to the congress since Its organi-
zation, \u25a0was unanimously elected president of"tb*

next convention. .

CLASSMATES VOM HUGHES

PRESERVING SHINGLES.
i;->ipi htarper'a Wffcifcly

Til. Forest Service has studied' »li«? shingle, prob-
lem along with that of the preservation of farmtimber." It is found that shingles treated with creo-
sote by a. apodal process which the service has tn-rented warp but little.and decay slowly, because
water is kept out of the tissues of the wood. One
such. roof willoutlast two or: three left in the natu-
ral state to curl, spring leaks and fall tc, pieces.
The creosote used is nothinp more than dead oil of
coal tar, bin it'keeps wat*rfrom entering the pores
of the wood ami renders it immune to decay for h
!onp lime. A roof of that kind costs \u25a0 little more
at tirst. but it i" cheaper in, the long.run..-. Woods
which are usually classed as- inferior, such as lob-
loll]pine, beech, sycamore and others, which are
quick decaying, readily take' the preservative treat-
ment and are given.a largely increased value.'

The preserving apparatus Is neither expensive nor
hard to operate.' One, such outfit will serve several
farmers:" The main items are an iron tank i.in old
engine boiler will do), .with., preservative fluid in ;t

and \u25a0 fire under it. and another lank of col«l i(••

Pt-rvatlve. The shingles or other. woods ;•> bo treat-
ed are immersed- for a sufficient- time Inr

the hot
creosote. and then In the cold..' Full .detail* of the
operation are given to applicants. for information*
by the Forest Service at Washington:,'.,
i".. > ii,.< *. .v. i\u25a0

- . - "
\u25a0-\u25a0»•» . •;*-».'\u25a0 ,".;:•>;'-

MOODY'S SERMONS "BEST SELLERS."
William E. Curtis, in Th« Chicago Recofd-HeraJd.

Last summer Ipublished an interview with Dr'A:R. bp.ifford, the venerable and beloved oracle of
the Congressional Library. In which he said thatprinted sermons had gone, out of fashionFleming: H. Revell. the largest publisher of re-lUtous books, in this country, at least, and perhaps
in the world, whose com piny publishes more vol-umes of sermons than all the other book houses inthe United. States combined, doe* not agree withthat opinion, especially concerning Moody's ser-mons, tor which Mr. bpofford said there was nolonger any demand. Mr. Revell was Moody's
brother-in-law and his publisher, and he told me In
N«w York the other day that the aggregate sale ofMoody's sermons has exceeded 2..V*V000 copies
which places them next to the Bible as a. seller

'
"ft is true that the present demand is largely forthp cheaper editions,

'
said- Mr. Revell, "arid it

conies front the country districts, but the. fact thatnearly one hundred thousand copies of Mr. Moody*
nermona were sold during the last year is an indica-tion that th« influence of the:man and his ri»>ss'ijre
has not ceased. 1 know,of no • other book, except
the Bible, of which so many copies are annu-ally, year after year, as Mr.Moody'a sermons." \u25a0

WHAT IS IXSAXITYT
The definition of insanity continu**. to be

one of the favorite topics at medical, medico-
legal and legal conventions. The most satisfac-
tory definition thus far reached describes in-
sanity as "a mental disturbance over which
men go insane while trying to define it." But.
for various reasons, medical authorities still
cling to the older definition, which makes in-
sanity "a matter of degree." "There is no sharp

line between sani'v and madness." the saying
go- s. Let niedknl men have their way within
their own tiejd. But laymen are now gravely
concerned over the definition. Inasmuch as it.
has just' entangled itself with the awful servant
problem. When \u25a0 scientific issue begins to in
terfere with th" kitchen schedule- the inexpert
have a moral right to take a hand in the game
This crisis has come. The police, accepting cer-
fain current interpretations of •insanity, have
adopted a policy which, if persisted in. will
so reduce th* visible supply of "genera! house-
work" girls that .they will soon become as
great a luxury as red apples.

A servant in the parish houfe of a downtown
church smashed all the dishes in the kitchen
and served the furniture in her own room like-
wise, whereupon the minions of the law ap-
peared with. a . wagon and carried her off to

Bellevue. The theory vim- that a servant who

smashed all the dishes was not in her right
mind, and hence was \u25a0 menace to the comniu'-
nity if left at large. Had some experienced

housewife told the officers that all servants in

their right minds smash dishes and other do

mestic property the reply would doubtless have
been that the difference between sane and hi
sane smashing was ••« matter of degree-*': that
to destroy an entire kitchen equipment- in one
evening and to top the orgy off with the wreck-
ing of \u25a0 bedroom was to pass the obscure fron-
tier between rigbtmindedness and daftdom.
Weil, this last may be true: and yet the, prin-
ciple is unsound. It would be perilous'to meas-
ure insanity in servants by the number of ar-
ticles ifannajged in any given interval, for think
how many sane little Irish :iutl Swedish lassies
fresh. from Ellis Island might riinj themselves
in padded cell? if this rule "•'•ere enforced. The
only safe rule to follow is .one/ which • keeps
uppermost the fact, that servants have certain
high standards and traditions of their .own.
Their principle apparently Is to charge the ehlna
closet as furiously as housewively humility and
pittance will hear and to exceed the limit wben
tley wish to be, discharged. Ordinary insanity
tests do not apply 'fo 'this .class,? and, for the

germ 4.vrv? DEBT.

The old boast of the German Empire of its

comparative freedom from debt can no longer

be made. Instead the lament arises, to the
considerable embarrassment of the Finance Min-
ister, Hint the German debt now ranks among
the very large ones, red that It Is growing more

rapidly than that of any other nation. rro-
cls«;ly that statement. !ndee<l, is made by the
Prussian Minister of Finance. Bnron yon Rheln-
bMbcn. who points out that, while in ISSI the
imperial debt was only $63,750,000, in twenty

years it grew early unfold, amounting to $iKY).

000,000 in |901, and. worse still, kept on in-

creasing, until this year It was $tOOO,OCKW>O.

How to- deal with this enormous debt and
how to prevent Its further growth are among
the gravest problems which confront the im-
perial government. Apparently there is no rea-
son for expecting help from the Individual
states, for these, iir the principal ones. are al-
r.:idy heavily burdened with tbeir own debts.
Thus Prussia staggers under a debt, of $1.60.">,-
obOXWQ, Bavaria of $41^.000.000. Saxony of
$'_Mr>.C»fiO,riOO. Wflrtembierg of $l4<).o»M).ono ithe
last three chiefly for railways). Hamburg of
$125,000,000 and B&d*-n of $15,000,000. Most of
these individual state debts also are steadily
growing.

The instinctive. recourse is to increase*! taxa-
tion, but it is really difficult for the government

to discern any object of taxation which would
yield a considerable revenue which is not. al-

ready utilized. The fact it that the state tax
systems cover the ground so fully as to leave
little opening for imperial taxation, save of an
indirect kind. Prussia has just been compelled

to levy a heavier Income tax, and in Prussia^
Bavaria. Saxony and other states there are
heavy property, trade and church taxes, pome of
which are even now being increased. The im-
perlal government has been planning a dividend
tax. higher death duties and government monop-
i.lies in alcohol, tobacco and matches. Such a
system, coupled with the appropriation of more
than SIOO.OOO.onn « year for navnl expansion,
will,perhaps, be necessary, but it will provoke

Borne strong and persistent radical attacks.

After the performance of Wajrn?r'j« "Rheingold."

at Berne. Switzerland, the "Burner Kremdcnblatt"
contained an account of the performance which ha;

caused much comment One German paper, in re-

producing excerpts from the remarkable criticism,

Bays: "In reading it we could not quite, determine
whether the writer «M a rogu« or one of the Mark
Twain school, who ucaiil enter the most sacred
realms <>f culture with savage freedom." "The
opera." fays the critic, "furnished much amuse-
ment, especially the evolutions of the. merry Rhein
da tight*tf. Their tricks were- charming, and If
the. orchestra had played more appropriate music
the effect would have been perfect. \u25a0 From what

we had heard we expected better music. rtafn
parts the most tuneful ones were reminiscent of
Mendelssohn, and this oricinallty seemed natural to
up, because we knew' that when WaenT was the

child prodigy In I.i^psi'- Felix Mendelssohn directed
the Gewandhans concerts in thai city. All in all
the opera Is rather stale, but with the fine, scenery

and real steam clouds It wif bearable. Itis prob-
ably necessary that one. should '

!<>« this 'Rh»Mn-
KOld.* an well as 'The Merry "Widow,* so ko and

MO it."

Jones— What are you going to Rive your wlft for
a Oirlstma." present?

Brown— She hasn't tolil me yet.
—

Judge.

.Some Maine people are still hunting for Captain
Kldd'H treasure. Two residents of Bath now be.
lieve that they have discovered the location of the
legendary hidden Rold of the famous buccaneer
and pirate. They are Captain K. "W. Neal. of th«
New Aleadowx Steamboat. Company, and his run-
Ding mate. Captain Isaac. M. Trufant. Tradition
has it that this treasure of KMd's was hurled on
one island on the Mew Meadows River, an.i for
jraara star, hint: partlcfl have made ••{Torts to find it.
A Braaawidl man. now dead, came into poM»*-t,sion

of what purported to he a \u25a0 miip of the locality

where the treasure was buried, and regularly once
a yu.r us^tl to srarrh for It. without avail, however.
A«v«onilns: to mysterious signs, on this map. the
search, in order to be successful, hail to be. under-
taken at a certain time of the year and under cer-
tain conditions. The Brunswirk man faithfully
and patlrritlycarried out thef«pi to the minutest de-
tail, and went Jo his irravc firm In his belief that
ho was really an th« trail. Neal and Trufant ars
not telling where they believe the. treasure to be,
but think that they have a line, on It and would
have found itlast week had they had the necessary
tools with them to break the frozen ground. They
have carefully marked the ppot, and -will take up
the quest again.

Hill—Ts it true that heat ascend*.'
Jill—Oh. y<*s: that Is why so many .hot-headed

men ;rot cold feet.
—

Yonkers Statesman.

A man who spends a part of his rest hour at
noon every day looking over old books In th«
shops near his office came across a volume on the.
10-rent counter which he. added to his collection
of "queer books." It was an old "Fourth Reader,"
much the worse for wear and minus one cover.
On the fly leaf and on a number of pages of white
paper which hail been inserted. the owner, whose
name does not appear, had kept the record of im-
portant events in the year 156... The record hi Hlcb-
iblc in many places where the Ink has faded, but
where the writing remains it is good as to pen-
manship, tilthouch the phraaeolocjr shows that th©
historian was youthful. The first entry January
I,is: "This is a better; New Year's Day than last
year." Under the date of January 5 is iiiis note:
"Gen. Grant and Sherman will have a visit from
Secretary Slanton." On l>bruarj- 10 h« says:
"Old Gen. I-e« is Kolnr to have all the rebels
und«r him from now." Marc 15. "Old Jeff Davis
knows he is beat. Ills message to the rebel Con
Kicss shows that." The record must have been
kept for many "months because the last '\u25a0ntry.
dated "Dec ," states: "Kins Leopold, of Hot-
land"—meaning Belgium probably—"is dead." The
old book has fastened to one of the pages a news-
paper account of the killingof Colonel Elmer B.
Ellsworth years before at Alexandria, Va. Th«
man who found the book was I*opleased with his
discovery that he. spends more time than ever
before over 10-cent book counters]

Flashy Totith—l-wi*hIkr»-w what that pretty
typewriter Rlrl was buying: who Just, went out. IMjvp.rt it. -v.hu t-nmethlnj: for me.Department s»or*- Salesgirl rising him up)—l
think it's quite likely. She bought a et<jel hatpin
Chicago Tribune. •

THE TALK OF TTIF DAY

Davy Jones's locker is scarcely more- cavern-
ous than the depths of th« «»reat Lakes, in

whi^h were stowed away during the season of

navigation just closed 188 sailors and 22 laree

voxels. These statistics willsurely set boasting

again the fresh. water mariners along the Buf-
falo docks. Figures will be mart? to show that.

in proportion to their area, the Great Lakes ar
far more dangerous than the ocean. Some per-

sons say that the Buffalo docks have fallen into

almost irremediable decay because the seamen
and other frequenters of that neighborhood

spend all their time glorifying: the matchless

devastation of their unsalted seas.

Tin: RAILROAD EMPLOYES.

When we read Mr. Comperes plan to prevent

panics by presenting the united front of organ

ized labor acainst tit" reductions in wages that
coroe in times of contraction we did not sup-

pose that the doetmie was capable of further
extension so as to restore impaired prosperity
by a demand for more pay. That, however,

serms to be the policy of the railroad men who

are preparing for a strike unless an increase of

10 per cent Id wages is granted in January.

It seem* to us. though our theory of political

economy differs a little from that of Mr. Gom-
pers. t tint tlietc are not propitious times for a

strike. There are a number of reasons. In the

tirst place the rate of wages is.already high, and

the complaint that the wages do not go as far
as they ought to In purchasing the necessaries of

life has less justice in it now than it had a few

months ago i(nd probably will have less justice

;i few months bear? than it has now. The

prices of commodities generally have been
falling for several months, and the best opin-

ion is that the downward trend will continue.

Therefore the purchasing power of wages is in
creasing. Ihen. again. In the re«ent contraction
of industry a lance number of laborers have

been laid off. This number was recently esti-
mated M tun hundred thousand men. The rush
of foreign laborers from this country shows the
condition of the labor market. The man out of
a job today does not ofcapy Ibe independent
position of the man ••ut of a Job a feu- months
ago. Next. ifwe may appeal to these railroad men
on broader than purely selfish grounds, the busi-
ness of this country is now, owing to the recent

financial disturbance, in an unsettled condition.
Any such strike as they are planning would l"

a serious obstacle to recuperation. They them-
selves, and laboring men in general, can only

lose in the long run by any blow struck at this

critical time against the country's prosperity.

The call for th" Peoples Party convention in

St. J,ouis= April Z ends with the words. "Pound
the alarm!" That's what the party's for. It-

has the Democratic party beaten into a custard

at s-'undinc aiarms.

While various forms of the name of the new

King of Sweden arc in airculation. it may be

appropriate to observe that he himself calls

himself Gustaf Adolf, while, Ifit seems desira-

ble to Anglicize or otherwise alter it, nothing

could be more fitting than the historic Gus-

tavus Adolphus. .
The Republican Nations! Committee yesterday

voted to hold the next Republican National/ onvenj
tfon at ChicaKO. rather than Kansas *.»>\u25a0 V.h«t

does this mean?—^Washington Fost.

"The Post" prints the foregoing lines as an

edjtjirlaj with the heading "What, Does it

Mean?" We should say it meant that Washing-

ton was' unusually hard up for a mystery

The statement that traffic conditions on the
Brooklyn Bridge have actually benn improved

is to be received with something of the wonder

and awe which nre felt by a watcher of the skies

when a now planet swim 3into his ken.

Turn, sinners. turn!-The Louisville Courier-
Journal.

Whither, colonel, whither this time?

public welfare, the police should learn thin fact
at once.his autocracy temporarily in abeyance, to be.

resumed in
*

full force whenever necessary.'

Apart from merely academic questions, how-
ever, the rational solution of the tangle would

seem to lie in the relegation of the auto, racy

to a chiefly nominal status. There can be no

serious objection to the name, bo long as the

thins itself is not put forward in an offensive

manner. Nor can the present Douma with good

"race object to an occasional assertion of the

autocracy in all its old efficiency, seems that

the Douma itself was elected and now exists
only by virtue of an autocratic changing of

the unchangeable electoral law. Ifthe Czar
bad a right to make that change, he is cer-

tainly t-till an autocrat in fact as well as in

name. Ifhe had 110 such right, then the pres-

ent Pounia was illegally constituted. The King

of England and the President, of the United

States and many other beads of states have not

only nominally but 'actually extraordinary

powers which they seldom or never exercise.
There should be no trouble in Russia if the

Czar should bold bis autocracy as something

not to bo exercised Bar* in such crimes «s are

not looked for more than once in a generation.

frovprnroent of »br> empire. The Liberals, on the
other band. regarded itldubiously and insisted
thai in ilself it changed notlrinc. s^nd at most
merely Rngrgest^d an opportunity of rioins some
thin? Yet now the Conservatives arc insisting
that it <*han?ed nothing. whil<* the Liberals
are equally positive that it changed everything!

The fact scorns to be that the October mani
fevt.. was soruewbat equivocal in terms, or in
potentialities. So doubt, it did strongly imply
the termination- «f the autocracy, for it sur
rrnder'-i the power of legislation to the elective
Douma. conceded to that hotly » veto on legis-
lation by the Crown, and agreed that the Doumn
should errant the "four liberties." to wit. free-
dom of speech, freedom of the preps, freedom of
meeting, and freedom of the person save
through judicial process. Moreover, the sy em
thus established was ucver to be rhajif«»d with-
out the absent of tbr Douma. Thus far vtp

should say the decree was the death sentence
of autocracy. But then it was also provided
that il-> organic law of the empire should
remain unchanged and should be the basis of
the new constitution: and the Alpha and
<"'n]p;;i. tiip foundation and capstone, of the
orjranio law is tin principle of imperial au-
tocracy. Moreover, the October decree did not
itself grant the "four liberties." but merely
promised that the Douma would be permitted
to enact them. As for the immutability of the
new order of things, it is to be observed that
when the decree was made the electoral law
had not yet beeu formulated, wherefore that
was a pled that a thing cot yet made should
hr unchangeable after it was made! As .-i

a ..net- of fact, that '.'unchangeable" thins w.is
completely changed and transformed lust sum
mer, by the autocratic act of the Czar., without
saying so much as "By your leave!" to the
BpaBML.

There are perhaps some aac metaphysical
<Hie*Uons involved la the >\u25a0;<*>\u25a0. Can "autocracy
renounce iTS'%lf'.- If She autocrat aM power to
di\<->t himself <>f autocracy, bas he power to
resume .ii. So long as by the Organic" law
be remains autocrat, can he do more than hold

AMERICAN CARS NEEDED IN INDIA.
From T'aiiv Oaaaalai Baßafi

Consul General William II Michael, in the fol-lowing report from Calcutta, shows the desirablUt*
of the American railway train system In India:

"In consequence of recent murders, robberies and
other outrages on trains- In India the Eastern Ben-
gal State Railway, has ordered .electric alarm bells
to be Installed in the cars of their line, so thatpassengers may i-ommunioate with the guards on
the train. It would iippear th.i' the only effectual
and practical remedy is the substitution of. ••ar»
built .]i tin: American nhf. witlt openlends anil
vestibule connection, for the side door alTanCi mnti
used In India. The Knulisli passenger cars, orcarriages .as they are called, winch open at' the
•We. are not suitable for India

"

The message announcing the death of Secre-
tary Taffs mother was received on board the
President Grant at 1:30 o'clock this morning.

The Secretary was greatly affected. Ho had
hoped to reach America before th*> end.

The President Qcaa4 is eisjhf hours behind her
schedule because of the storm. After taking

on the Boulofjno passenprers she sailed for
Plymouth.

Among those on the Holland were M. Risen
maun, sub-prefect of Boulogne, who greeted
Secretary Taft In the name of France. The
Secretary made an appropriate reply, express-
ing his deep appreciation of th« consideration
of the French government and regretting that
the change of plans had made itnecessary for
him to abandon his proposed visit to Paris. The
sub-prefect expressed also his regret at the ill-
timed start of the Holland.

Near the lighthouse the Holland managed to
get a grip with an anchor and this improved tho
situation. Repairs wer* hurriedly made- Th«

President Grant cam" in at 3 o'clock and the
passengers from the. tender were transferred.

but not without further danger. In the rough

sea It was most difficult to prevent a, collision,

which would have been serious to th« tender.
The first lines thrown from the big steamer la
the Holland parted one after another, and the
tender had to takft her position again and
again. Finally a line held long enough for the
transfer of passengers to be made During: the
manoeuvre trm President Grant carried away an
anchor.

Passengers for the President (front

Have Narrow Escape.

London. Deo. 9.—A wiroless message from the

steamer President Grant, which Is carrying

Secretary Taft and Ins party to the United
States, gives the details of an exciting trip and

narrow escape Mrs. Taft. Mr?. George post

Wheeler, wife of the second secretary of the
American Embassy at T..ki". and forty other
passengers for the steamer had aa th.- harbor

tender Holland. Mrs. Whe«lor before her mar-

rlaKC was Halllo Erminie Hives.
Heavy peas delayed the departure of the

tender from Boulogne until 1:30 o'.-1... this
morninp. by which time it was believed that

the. President t!ra.nt was liwiibi the breakwater.
It was soon discovered that the steamer hud not

«-omo inside, and the Holland was caught in the
rolling sea. a Riant wave breakinK her rud-
der. The small tender drifted helplessly, in

danger of rapslzliur and brine dashed on the
rocks. As she rolled almost on her beam ends.
Mrs. Taft and the other passengers were thrown

about in every direction. The Secretary's wife

and Mrs. "Wheeler narrowly escaped injury

when some fixtures in the captain's cabin fell
down with a. crsh.

MBS. TAFT IS PEKIL,
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IN WASHINGTON SOCIETY.
|nu» Th" Trihun« Eurea-j. \u25a0»

Washington. Pec ?.-Mn». William Sheffield
Cowles, the President's Bister, will come to Wash-
ington on Thursday from h-r summer estate, and

willhave nor home, in N Street, put In reading for

the winter. She will entertain the American Am-

bassador to Great Britain and Mr*. Whitelaw
Reid when they come to Washington. Mr. and

Mrs. WUIIUI J. Hoard man have Issued invitations

for a dinner to be Riven in honor of Ambassador

and Mrs. Keid. on January 3.
Mrs. Joseph McKtnna. wifAo( Associate Justice

McKenna. of the Supreme Court, will go to New

York on December 23. to remain over the Christmas
holidays with Mr. and Mrs. Pitts DufleM. her
son-in-law and daughter. Justice McKenna. will

\u25a0William Seeds, of the British Embassy, now on
leave in England, willnot return to Washington,

but willgo to Peking, where he has !>• • n assigned

to duty.

THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.
IFrom Th*Tribune Bureau. |

Washington, Dec. 9.
—

Baroness Henjrelmuller. wtfa
of th" Austro-llungarian Ambassador, was hostess
at a tea in the embassy yesterday afternoon, win
she presented Count SzechenyJ and Count Apponyi.
two of her countrymen, who are visiting Wash-
ington, to a number of guests. The tea was fol-
lowed by a dinner party of sixteen. Count aanchaagi

and Count Apponyi will leave Washington to-
morrow for Now York.

Mr. and Mrs. tlockstadtfr, of New Yorfa. who
have bass the guests of the Secretary of Com-
merce and Labor and Mrs Straus returned to
New York to-day.

The. Secretary of the Navy and Mr?. M«tr^lf en-
tertained a. party of fourteen to-nieht in «*ompli-

merit to Ed^vin V. Morgan. American Minister
'"

Cuba.

To-nigh? Secretary Root gave a dinner in com-

pliment to the delegates to the Central America"
peace conference now In session. The party,

which was entertained at the Mow Willard, in-

cluded the Vice-President. Sefior Anderson. Am-
bapsador Creel. S^nnr Bonilla. the Costa Rican
Minister, the Nicaragua Minister, the Guatemalan
Minister, the Salvadorean Minister, the Hondiirnti
Minister. Sefior Batres-Jaxaguei, Seftor Rodriguez.

Sehor Madrlz. Senor Gallegos, Senor aaneh«S-
d.-an?. Mr. Godert, Mr. Buchanan. th<» Speaker of

the House, the Secretary of tha Treasury, the
Attorney General, the Postmaster General, the
Secretary, of the Interior, the Secretary of Agri-

culture. th«s Secretary* of Commerce and Labor.
Justice Harlan. Justice Brewer. Senators CuUom.
Clark. Bacon. Beve.ridge. Kean and McCready. Mr.
Cousins. Mr. Landls, Mr. Foster. Mr. Denby, Mr.
McKinley. Mr. Cooper. Mr. Lowd^n. Mr. Howard.
Mr. Flood. Mr. Lajnar, Mr. Garner, the chief of
staff of th" army. Mr. Bacon. Mr. Oliver. Mr.
Ader. Mr. Wilson. Commissioners MacFarland.
"West and Morrow. Mr. Barrett, Professor Scott
and Mr. Carr.

THE CABINET.
[From The Tribune Bureau. 1

Washington. Dec. P.-The Secretary of State re-
turned to the capital to-day from Clinton. N. *••

whore he went to attend the wedding of his son.

Klihu Root. jr.. on Saturday. Mr?. Root will Join
him here within a day or so.

rr


